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Auction Location 

Riviera Hotel & Casino 
2901 Las Vegas BIvd. S. 
Las Vegas , NV 89109 
Tel: 800.634.3420 


The Auction will he conducted at the Riviera Hotel , Capri 102. 

SESSION ONE 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 
Lots 5001-6024 
1:00 pm start 


L ot Viewing & Pickup 

Lot Viewing 

Lot Viewing and Pickup will he conducted at the Riviera Hotel Grande Ballroom, Bourse floor Table 105 as follows: 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 

12 noon - 7:00 pm 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 

9:00 am - 7:00 pm 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 


Lot Pickup 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 

10:00 am - 12 noon 



All times listed are in Pacific Daylight Time. 
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Bowers and Merena 

Order of Sale 

SESSION ONE 

Friday, October 27, 2006 
1:00 pm Pacific Daylight Time Start 

Lots 5001 - 6024 

Colonials.Lots 5001 - 5009 

Half Cents.Lots 5010 - 5013 

Large Cents.Lots 5014 - 5016 

Small Cents.Lots 5017-5163 

Silver Three-Cent Pieces.Lots 5164-5169 

Nickel Three-Cent Pieces ...I.Lots 5170-5189 

Nickel Five-Cent Pieces.Lots 5190 - 5284 

Half Dimes.Lots 5285 - 5295 

Dimes.Lots 5296 - 5334 

Twenty-Cent Pieces. Lots 5335 - 5339 

Quarter Dollars.Lots 5340 - 5405 

Half Dollars.Lots 5406 - 5473 

Silver Dollars.Lots 5474 - 5666 

Trade Dollars.Lots 5667 - 5669 

Commemorative Silver Coins.Lots 5670 - 5721 

(Commemorative Gold Coins.Lots 5722 - 5737 

Pattern (. \ ins.Lots 5738 - 5749 

Gold Dollars.Lots 5750 - 5760 

Quarter Eagles.Lots 5761 - 5817 

Three-Dollar Gold Pieces.Lots 5818 - 5832 

Half Eagles.Lots 5833 - 5869 

Eagles.Lots 5870 - 5897 

Double Eagles.Lots 5898 - 6004 

Private and Territorial Gold Goins.Lots 6005 - 6008 

California Small Denomination Gold.Lot 6009 

Proof Sets.‘In.Lots J^IO - 6016 

Hawaiian Coins.Lots 6017 - 6019 

World Coins. Lots 6020 - 6022 

Currency.Lots 6023 - 6024 

END OF SALE 
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Terms of Sale 


1. Auction Basics. This is a public auction sale ("Auction Sale") conducted by licensed and 
bonded Auctioneers, Bowers & Merena Auctions (hereinafter referred to as "Auctioneer" 
and at times as "Bowers"). Bidding in this Auction Sale constitutes acceptance by you 
("Bidder") of all the Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale stated herein. Bidders may 
include consignors who may bid and purchase lot(s) in the Auction Sale consigned by the 
consignor or by other consignors pursuant to their consignment agreement with Bowers 
("Consignor" or "Consignors"). A Consignor that bids on their own lots in the Auction Sale 
may pay a different fee than the buyers premium charged to all other buyers. Bowers reserves 
the right to include in any auction sale its own material as well as material from affiliated or 
related companies, principals, officers or employees. Bowers may have direct or indirect 
interests in any of the lots in the auction and may collect commissions. THE TWO PRE- 
CEEDING SENTENCES SHALL BE DEEMED A PART OF THE DESCRIPTION 
OF ALL LOTS CONTAINED IN THE CATALOGUE. Where the Consignor has re¬ 
purchased a lot and the lot is either returned to the Consignor or otherwise dealt with or dis¬ 
posed of in accordance with the Consignor’s direction, or pursuant to contractual agree¬ 
ment, Bowers reserves the right to so note in the prices realized or to omit a price from the 
prices realized. Bowers may bid for its own account at any auction. Bowers may have infor¬ 
mation about any lot that is not known publicly, and Bowers reserves the right to use such 
information, in a manner determined solely by Bowers and for the benefit of Bowers, with¬ 
out disclosing such information in the catalog, catalog description or at the auction. Bidder 
acknowledges and agrees that Bowers may not be required to pay a Buyer's Commission, or 
other charges that other Bidders may be required to pay and may have access to information 
concerning the lot(s) that is not otherwise available to the public. Any claimed conflict of 
interest or claimed competitive advantage resulting therefrom is expressly waived by all par¬ 
ticipants in the Auction Sale. Lot(s) may carry a Reserve. A Reserve is a confidential price 
or bid below which the Auctioneer will not sell an item or will re-purchase on behalf of the 
Consignor or for Bowers. 

2. Descriptions and Grading. Bidder acknowledges that grading of most coins in this 
Auction have been determined by independent grading services, and those that are not are 
graded by Bowers. Grading of rare coins is subjective and may differ among independent 
grading services and among numismatists, even though grading has a material effect on 
the value of the coins. Bowers is not responsible for the grades assigned by independent 
grading services, and makes no warranty or representation regarding such grades. Bidder 
further acknowledges and agrees that grades assigned by Bowers and lot descriptions are 
based solely upon an examination of the coins and are intended to note any perceived 
characteristics. However, coin grading and perception are subjective. Bowers does not 
warrant the accuracy of such descriptions. All photographs in this catalogue are of the 
actual items being sold but may not be the actual size or to scale. 

3. The Bidding Process. The Auctioneer may open or accept the bidding on any lot by plac¬ 
ing a bid on behalf of the Consignor or his or her agent, a Bidder by mail, telephone, internet 
or telefax; or any other participant in the Auction Sale. The Auctioneer may accept or decline 
any bid, challenge to any bid or bidding increment, as the Auctioneer in its sole discretion shall 
determine. Bids must be for an entire lot and each lot constitutes a separate sale. No lot will 
be broken up unless otherwise permitted by the Auctioneer. Lots will be sold in their num¬ 
bered sequence unless Auctioneer directs otherwise. All material shall be sold in separate lots to 
the highest Bidder as determined by the Auctioneer. Auctioneer shall have the right in its sole 
and absolute discretion to adjudicate all bidding disputes and shall have the right, but not the 
obligation, to rescind the acceptance of any bid and place the lot(s) for Auction Sale again. 
Auctioneer's decision on all bidding disputes shall be binding and final. For the Mail and 
Internet Bidder's protection, no "unlimited" or "buy" bids will be accepted. When identical 
bids are received for a lot, preference is given to the first bid received as determined by the 
Auctioneer. A mail bid will take precedence over an identical floor bid; a Floor Bidder and 
Telephone Bidder must bid higher than the highest mail bid to be awarded any lot. Auctioneer 
reserves the right to refuse any bid, to reduce any mail bid received, to open the bidding of a 
lot at any level deemed appropriate by the Auctioneer and to determine the prevailing bid, at 
his sole discretion. THIS IS NOT AN APPROVAL SALE. Bidders who physically attend the 
Auction sale, either personally or through an agent ("Floor Bidders") should carefully examine 
all lots which they are interested in purchasing. Bidders who bid by telephone, either person¬ 
ally or through an agent, receive a similar benefit as Floor Bidders in being able to actively par¬ 
ticipate in the live Auction Sale ("Telephone Bidders"). Therefore, except as otherwise provid¬ 
ed in these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale, COINS LISTED IN THIS CATALOGUE 
GRADED BY PCGS, NGC OR ANACS CACHET, OR ANY OTHER THIRD PARTY 
GRADING SERVICE MAY NOT BE RETURNED FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEV¬ 
ER BY ANY BIDDER, For non-certified coins: If it is determined in a review by Bowers that 
there is a material error in the catalogue description of a non-certified coin, the lot may be 
returned if written notice is received by Bowers within seventy-two (72) hours of receipt of the 
Iot(s). The lot(s) must be received by Bowers no later than fourteen (14) calendar days after 
the Auction Sale in the same condition the lot(s) were delivered to the Bidder, in their original, 
sealed containers. Late remittance constitutes just cause for revocation of all return privileges. 
All prospective Bidders who have had the opportunity to examine the lot(s) prior to the 
Auction Sale personally assume all responsibility for any damage that Bidder causes in connec¬ 
tion with the lot(s). Bowers shall have sole discretion in determining the value of the damage 
caused, which shall be prompdy paid by the prospective Bidder. BOWERS IS NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS IN BIDDING. A Bidder should make certain to bid 
on the correct lot and that the bid is the bid intended. Once the hammer has fallen and the 
Auctioneer has announced the winning Bidder, the Bidder is unconditionally bound to pay for 
the lot, even if the Bidder has made a mistake. Bowers reserves the right to withdraw any lot 
at any time, even after the hammer has fallen, until the Bidder has taken physical possession of 
the lot. No Bidder shall have a right to claim any consequential damages if a lot is withdrawn, 
even after the Auction Sale. 


4. Bidder Registration Required. All persons seeking to bid must have a catalogue and reg¬ 
ister to bid at the auction by completing a registration card or bid sheet. By submitting a 
bid, the Bidder acknowledges that Bidder has read the Terms and Conditions of Auction 
Sale, the descriptions for the lot(s) on which they have bid, and that they agree to adhere to 
these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. This agreement shall be deemed to have been 
made in California. The Bidder acknowledges that the invoice describing a lot by number 
incorporates the catalogue and Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. 

5. Prices, Payment and Delivery. A Buyer's Commission of fifteen (15%) on each indi¬ 
vidual lot will be added to all purchases made by Bidders, except for reacquisitions by 
Consignors, regardless of affiliation with any group or organization, and will be based 
upon the total amount of the final bid. A reacquisition charge may apply to Consignors 
pursuant to a separate agreement, which may be higher or lower than the Buyer's 
Commission. Payment is due immediately upon receipt of notification. Payment is delin¬ 
quent and in default if not made in good funds in full within fourteen (14) days of the 
Auction Sale, without exception. Unless otherwise agreed in writing, auction sales are 
strictly cash in U.S. funds payable through a bank in the United States. On any cash 
transaction or series of transactions exceeding $10,000, Treasury Form 8300 will be filed. 
Contact Bowers for wiring instructions before sending a wire. Lots must be paid for the 
earlifer_of receipt of invoice or delivery. Lot(s) will not be shipped before funds are received 
by Bowers. Bowers reserves the right to decline to release lots for which good funds have 
not yet been received. On any accounts past due, Bowers reserves the right to extend cred¬ 
it and impose periodic charges. Bidder agrees to pay reasonable attorney's fees and cost 
incurred to collect on such past due accounts. Payment by Visa, Mastercard, American 
Express or Discover may be accepted only for internet bidders whose total purchases for 
the Auction Sale do not exceed $5,000. Bids will not be accepted from those persons 
under eighteen (18) years of age without a parent's written consent which acknowledges 
the Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale herein and agrees to be bound thereby on 
behalf of the Bidder. Bidders personally and unconditionally guarantee payment that are 
or become owed to Bowers. If a corporation is the Bidder, the corporate representative 

resent at the sale shall provide Bowers at the time of registration with a statement signed 

y each principal, director and officer that they each personally and unconditionally guar¬ 
antee any and all current or future obligations owed to Bowers or such other statement as 
may be acceptable to Bowers, in the sole discretion of Bowers. Bidders who have not estab¬ 
lished credit with Bowers must furnish satisfactory credit references or deposit at least 
twenty-five percent (25%) of their total bids for that Auction Sale session(s) or such other 
amounts as Bowers may, in its sole and absolute discretion, require before such bids will 
be accepted. Deposits submitted will be applied to purchases. Any remaining deposits 
will be promptly refunded, upon clearance of funds. Bowers will not assume responsibil¬ 
ity for the shipping and packaging of certain larger items or items of a more fragile nature 
sold in this sale as determined by Bowers. It is the Bidder's responsibility to contact 
Bowers after the sale to make shipping and packaging arrangements. Due to the fragile 
nature of some lots, Bowers may be forced to charge additional shipping and handling. 
Lots indicated as being "framed" are shipped at the Bidder's risk. Taxes, postage, freight 
charges, if applicable, handling, insurance, the fifteen percent (15%) Buyer's 
Commission, and any other fees required by law to be charged or collected will be added 
to the invoice for any lot(s) that is invoiced to successful Bidders. 

California residents will be charged sales tax as well as bidders who pick up in Nevada 
at this Auction without a valid Resale Certificate. Please note that the purchase of any 
coin or bullion lot(s) with a price, including the buyer's fee, in excess of One 
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) is exempt from California sales tax. On any tax not paid 
by Bidder which should have been paid, even if not collected by Bowers by mistake, error, 
negligence or gross negligence, Bidder agrees to promptly pay the same on demand togeth¬ 
er with any interest or penalty that may be assessed. Title to any lot remains with 
Consignor, any secured party of the Consignor, or Consignor's assigns, as the case may be, 
until the lot is paid for in full by Bidder. Bowers reserves the right to require payment in 
full before delivering any lot to the successful Bidder. The RISK OF LOSS passes to the 
Bidder upon delivery of the lot(s). 

Any and all claims based upon Buyer's failure to receive a purchased coin or lot, Buyer's 
receipt of a coin or lot in damaged condition, or otherwise related to delivery, must be 
received in writing by Bowers no later than forty-five (45) days after Buyer's payment for 
the coin or lot, regardless of whether the Buyer has received confirmation of shipment or 
not, or within 45 days of Sale if payment is not made within said time based upon pre¬ 
approved credit or otherwise. Buyer may not receive notification of shipment; it is Buyer's 
obligation to make timely notification of any such claim. The failure to make a timely 
claim, time being of the essence, shall constitute a waiver of any such claim. 

6. Financial Responsibility. In the event a successful Bidder fails to make payment when 
due, Bowers reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to rescind the sale or to resell the lot(s) 
in a commercially reasonable manner, which may include a public or private sale. Bidder 
agrees to pay for the reasonable cost of such a sale, together with any incidental costs of 
sale, including reasonable attorney's fees and costs, cataloguing and any other reasonable 
charges. Bidder grants to Bowers or its assignees the right to offset any sums due, or found 
to be due to Bowers, and to make such offset from any past, current, or future consign¬ 
ment, or purchases that are in the possession or control of Bowers; or from any sums due 
to Bidder by Bowers. Bidder further grants Bowers a purchase money security interest in 
such sums or items and their proceeds to the extent applicable, to secure all indebtedness 
due to Bowers, plus all accrued expenses, attorney fees, and costs, until the indebtedness 
is paid in full. Bidder grants Bowers the right to file a UCC-1 financing statement for 
such items, to sign the statement as Bidders attorney-in-fact, and to assign such interest 
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Terms of Sale (cont.) 


to any affiliated or related company or any third party deemed appropriate by Bowers. If 
the auction invoice is not paid for in full when due per invoice terms, the unpaid balance 
will earn interest at the rate of one-and-one-half percent (1-1/2%) per month until it is 
paid in full. In the event this interest rate exceeds the interest permitted by law, the same 
shall be adjusted to the maximum rate permitted by law, and any amount paid in excess 
thereof shall be allocated to principal. Bidder agrees to pay all reasonable attorney's fees, 
court costs and other collection costs incurred by Bowers or anv affiliated or related com¬ 
pany to collect past due invoices or to interpret or enforce the terms hereof or in any 
action or proceeding arising out of or related to the Auction Sale. Bowers reserves the 
right to assign its interest to any third party. To the extent that the winning Bidder for 
any lot consists of more than one person or entity, each such person or entity is jointly 
and severally liable for all obligations of the Bidder, regardless of the title or capacity of 
such person or entity. 

7. DISCLAIMER AND WARRANTIES. NO WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABLE 
TY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE IS MADE OR IMPLIED ON 
ANY LOT. NO WARRANTY, WHETHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, IS MADE 
WITH RESPECT TO ANY LOT EXCEPT FOR WARRANTY OF TITLE, AND IN 
THE CASE OF TITLE, AUCTIONEER IS SELLING ONLY THAT RIGHT OR 
TITLE TO THE LOT THAT THE CONSIGNOR MAY HAVE AS OF THE AUC¬ 
TION SALE DATE. ALL LOTS ARE SOLD "AS IS" AND WITH ALL FAULTS. 
PURCHASER HEREBY ASSUMES ALL RISKS CONCERNING AND RELATED 
TO THE GRADING, QUALITY, DESCRIPTION, CONDITION, AUTHENTICI¬ 
TY, AND PROVENANCE OF A LOT. 

a. COINS LISTED IN THIS CATALOGUE GRADED BY PCGS, NGC OR ANACS 
CACHET, OR ANY OTHER THIRD PARTY GRADING SERVICE MAY NOT 
BE RETURNED FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEVER BY ANY BIDDER. For 
non-certified coins: If it is determined in a review by Bowers that there is a material 
error in the catalogue description of a non-certified coin, the lot may be returned if 
written notice is received by Bowers within seventy-two (72) hours of receipt of the 
lot(s). The lot(s) must be received by Bowers no later than fourteen (14) calendar days 
after the Auction Sale in the same condition the lot(s) were delivered to the Bidder, in 
their original, sealed containers. 

b. Anv and all claims that an item is not authentic, must be made in writing to Bowers 
witnin seventy-two (72) hours days after receipt of the item. 

c. If an item or items are returned pursuant to the terms herein, they must be housed in 
their original, sealed and unopened container. 

d. Late remittance or removal of anv item form its original container constitutes just cause 
for revocation of all return privileges. 

e. Grading or condition of rare coins may have a material effect on the value of the item(s) 
purchased, and the opinion of others (including independent grading services) may dif¬ 
fer with the independent grading services opinion or interpretation of Bowers. Bowers 
shall not be bound by any prior, or subsequent opinion, determination or certification 
by any independent grading service. 

f. Questions regarding the minting of a coin as a "proof or as a "business strike" relate to 
the method of manufacture ana not to authenticity. 

g. All oral and written statements made by Bowers and its employees (including affiliated 
and related companies) are statements of opinion only, and are not warranties or repre¬ 
sentations of any kind, unless stated as a specific written warranty, and no employee or 
agent of Bowers has authority to vary or alter these Terms and Conditions of Auction 
Sale. Any alteration shall be effective only if in writing and signed by an officer of 
Bowers authorized to do so. 


9. Disputes. If a dispute arises concerning ownership of a lot that has been bid upon or 
concerning proceeds of any sale, Bowers reserves the right to commence a statutory inter¬ 
pleader proceeding at the expense of the Consignor and successful Bidder and any other 
applicable party, and in such event shall be entitled to its reasonable attorneys' fees and 
costs. Bowers reserves the right to cancel or postpone the Auction Sale or any session 
thereof for a reasonable period of time for any reason whatsoever. No Bidder shall have 
any claim as a result thereof, including for incidental or consequential damages. Neither 
Bowers nor any affiliated or related company shall be responsible for incidental or conse¬ 
quential damages arising out of any failure of the Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale, 
tne auction or the conduct thereof and in no event shall such liability exceed the purchase 
price, premium, or fees paid. If the Bidder fails to comply with one or more of these Terms 
and Conditions of Auction Sale, then, in addition to all other remedies which it may have 
at law or in equity. Bowers may at its sole option either (a) rescind the sale, retaining all 
payments made by Bidder as liquidated damages, it being recognized that actual damages 
may be speculative or difficult to compute, or (b) sell a portion or all of the lot(s) held by 
Bowers, in a quantity sufficient in the opinion of Bowers to satisfy the indebtedness, plus 
all accrued charges, and Bowers may sell such portion at an auction sale or private sale 
conducted by Bowers and charge a seller’s commission that is commercially reasonable. 
More than one such sale may taike place at the option of Bowers. Notice of the sale shall 
be by U.S.P.S. Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested to the address utilized on the Bid 
Sheet, Auction Consignment and Security Agreement or other last known address by 
Bowers. The proceeds shall be applied first to the satisfaction of any damages occasioned 
by Bidder's breach, then to any other indebtedness owed to Bowers, including without 
limitation, commissions, handling charges, the expenses of both sales, reasonable attor¬ 
neys' fees, costs, collection agency fees and costs and any other costs or expenses incurred. 
Bidder shall also be liable to Bowers if the proceeds of such sale or sales are insufficient to 
cover the indebtedness. Rights granted to Bidders under the within Terms and Conditions 
of Auction Sale are personal ana apply only to the Bidder who initially purchases the lot(s) 
from Bowers. The rights may not be assigned or transferred to any other person or enti¬ 
ty, whether by sale of the lot(s), operation of law or otherwise. Any attempt to assign or 
transfer any such rights shall be absolutely void and unenforceable. No third party may 
rely on any benefit or right conferred by these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. 

10. General Terms. These Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale and the auction shall be 
construed and enforced in accordance with, and governed by, the laws of the State of 
California, regardless of the location of the Auction Sale. Any dispute arising out of or 
related to these Terms and Conditions of Sale, the Auction Sale or any lot, with the sole 
exception of actions by Bowers to collect the purchase price and other damages, shall be 
submitted to binding arbitration pursuant to the rules of the Professional Numismatics 
Guild ("PNG”). Bidder acknowledges and agrees that the competent courts of the State 
of California shall have exclusive jurisdiction, subject to the requirement to arbitrate, over 
any dispute(s) arising hereunder, regardless of any party's current or future residence or 
domicile. Bidder further agrees that venue shall be in arbitration or the Superior Court 
in Orange County, in the State of California. Bidder agrees that any arbitration or legal 
action with respect to this Auction Sale is barred unless commenced within one (1) year 
of the date of this Auction Sale. These Terms and Conditions of Sale and the information 
on the Bower's website constitute the entire agreement between the parries hereto on the 
subject matter hereof and supersede all other agreements, understandings, warranties and 
representations concerning tne subject matter hereof. If any section of these Terms and 
Conditions of Auction Sale or any term or provision of any section is held to be invalid, 
void, or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining sections or 
terms and provisions of a section shall continue in full force and effect without being 
impaired or invalidated in any way. Bowers may at its sole and absolute discretion, make 
loans or advances to Consignors and/or Bidders. 


h. Bidders shall have no recourse against the Consignor for any reason whatsoever. 

i. Bidder acknc * ledges (hat the rare coin market is speculative, unregulated and volatile, 
and that coin prices may rise or fall over time. Bowers docs not guarantee that any cus¬ 
tomer buying for investment purposes will be able to sell for a profit in the future. 

j. Bidder acknowledges and agrees that neither Bowers, nor its employees, affiliates, 
agents, third-party providers or consignors warrant that auctions will be unimpaired, 
uninterrupted or error free and accordingly shall not be liable for such events. 

8. Waiver and Release. Bidder, for himself, his heirs, agents, successors and assignees, 
generally and specifically waives and releases, and forever discharges Bowers, and its 
respective affiliates, parents, shareholders, agents, subsidiaries, employees, members of 
their respective boards of directors, and each of them, and their respective successors and 
assignees from any and all claims, rights, demands and causes of actions and suits, of what¬ 
ever kind or nature, including but not limited to claims based upon Auctioneer's negli¬ 
gence, whether in law or equity, whether known or unknown, suspected or unsuspected, 
which Bidder may claim to have with respect to and/or arising out of, or in connection 
with any challenge to the title to any goods purchased, the sale itself, any lot bid upon or 
consigned, and/or the auction, except where such reimbursement is otherwise authorized 
in these Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale. It is the intention of Bidder that this waiv¬ 
er and release shall be effective as a bar to each and every claim, demand, cause of action 
and suit that may arise hereunder or be related to the Auction Sale, and Purchaser hereby 
knowingly and voluntarily waives any and all rights and benefits otherwise conferred upon 
him by the provisions of Section 1542 of the California Civil Code, which reads in foil as 
follows: 


"A GENERAL RELEASE DOES NOT EXTEND TO CLAIMS WHICH THE CRED¬ 
ITOR DOES NOT KNOW OR SUSPECT TO EXIST IN HIS FAVOR AT THE 
TIME OF EXECUTING THE RELEASE, WHICH IF KNOWN BY HIM MUST 
HAVE MATERIALLY AFFECTED HIS SETTLEMENT WITH THE DEBTOR." 


11. Special Services. It you wish to limit your total expenditures, please fill in the maxi¬ 
mum amount you wish to spend on the MAXIMUM EXPENDITURE line at the upper 
portion of your bid sheet. You can then submit bids for amounts up to eight times the 
amount of the maximum expenditure. This is a personal service and a Bowers and Merena 
customer representative will personally attend to your bid sheet by bidding from the auc¬ 
tion floor, buying lots for your account until your authorized expenditure is reached. 
While we will do our best in your behalf, due to the speed of the auction sale and the 
sometimes crowded conditions, we cannot be responsible for failure to execute such a bid 
properly. Due to the bookkeeping involved, this service is offered only to bidders with 
maximum expenditures of $1,000 or more. 

12. We invite you to take advantage of the optional 10% to 30% increase to help your 
chance of being a successful bidder. Check the appropriate place on your bid sheet. 

13. Bidding in this auction sale constitutes acceptance by the bidder of the foregoing 
terms of sale. 

Please note: Transparent holders in which the auction lots are stored are to facilitate view ¬ 
ing and inspection of the lots and ARE NOT for long-term storage. 

For PRICES REALIZED after the sale, call 1 -800-458-4646. Preliminary prices realized will 
also be posted on the Internet soon after the session closes at www.bowersandmerena.com 


FOR BEST ATTENTION: 

Pre-sale bidding online at www.bowersandmerena.com until: 
SESSION ONE 

Friday, October 27 
12 noon PDT 
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Bowers and Merena Makes it Easy to Bid 
on Your Favorite Numismatic Rarities. 


As part of our commitment to deliver the best in customer care, Bowers and Merena offers several different 
ways for you to bid in our auctions. And in addition to the bidding methods presented here, don’t forget 
about our new Live Online Bidding feature. 


Visit the Bowers and Merena website, ivww.bowersandmerena.com to register. 
Look for the ( "“r) link. 


1. FAX/MAIL BIDDING 
You may fax your bid sheet 
to 949.253.4091 

or mail to: 

18061 Fitch 

Irvine, CA 92614 

Fax and Mail bids must be 

received by the time listed below. 

2. PHONE BIDDING 

You may call 800.458.4646 to 
bid over the phone until 
the time listed below. 

3. INTERNET BIDDING 
You may bid on our website at 
www.bowersandmerena.com any¬ 
time until the time listed below. 

• SESSION ONE 
Friday, October 27 
12 noon Pacific Daylight Time 

(See following page for 
instructions on how to use 
our live online bidding.) 
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Bowers and Merena is Pleased to Offer Live Online Bidding 
for the October 2006 Las Vegas Auction! 




Live Online 
Bidding! 



With this great new feature you can.... 

• Bid live during the auction 

• Compete in real time against floor bidders 
from the comfort of your own home 

• Track bids 


To register visit our website: www-bowersandmerena.com or call 800-458-4646 



Click on the link 

1. Registration 



t) 


to go to the registration page. 


2. Placing Your Bid 



1. When you click on your bid button, you are sub¬ 
mitting a bid to the auctioneer in the amount 
displayed at the time. 


2. Once you have submitted a bid, your bid status 
message will display: 

"BID SUBMITTED-$x,xxx" 

Note: Once you submit your first bid, your lot 
selections are locked in until the completion of 
the bidding. 
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Welcome to the Sale! 


President Steve Deeds and everyone at Bowers and Merena Auctions 






Dear Bidders, 

Welcome to Bowers and Merena’s October 
2006 Official Las Vegas Coin Show Auction. As 
with any associated with an ANA sponsored 
show, this sale has been well received by both 
our consignors and the numismatic public 
alike, and we rest assured that the wide selec¬ 
tion of coins offered within these 
pages will please nearly any enthu¬ 
siast. We therefore encourage all 
devotees, whether advanced 
series specialists, or nascent collec¬ 
tors still wandering the verita¬ 
ble numismatic landscape, 
to carefully examine 
what will surely amount 
to an exceptionally 
important auction. 

Whether a Colonial col¬ 
lector, EAC member or small 
Cent zealot, all would be wise to 
pay attention to our 
offerings of early and 
modern copper and 
silver coinage. For 
the former, we offer 
a number of impor¬ 
tant rarities, including 
a Noe-31 1662 Oak Tree 
Twopence graded AU-58 
by NGC, a Breen-133 Rosa 
Americana Halfpenny in 


AU-58 (PCGS), a Sheldon-9 
Wreath Cent graded AU-50 
BN by PCGS, and a Sheldon- 
31 1794 Liberty Cap in AU- 
58. The latter groups will find 
multiple top-of-the-pop 
Lincoln and Indian Cents 
for possible addition to 
their perhaps already 
extensive holdings, lots 
that might very well 
launch their Registry Sets 
from the realm of exceptional to truly note¬ 
worthy. 

Gold collectors will be 
amazed to discover within 
these pages a gamut of 
important rarities from 
New Orleans Dollars to 
High Relief 1907 Double 
Eagles. First, we would like 
to highlight three 1915 $5, 

$10 and $20 Matte-Proof 
gold pieces graded PR-65, 

PR-66 (the finest known), 
and PR-64 respectively. If 
these subtly attractive coins 
do not satiate one’s desires, then 
perhaps one would be wise to examine the 
1913-S Indian Eagle in PCGS MS-63, the 1907 
High-Relief Saint-Gaudens Twenty in PCGS 
MS-65, or the 1864 Proof Ultra Cameo Liberty 
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Eagle graded PCGS PR-64 UC. 
For the Private and Territorial 
specialist, we present a rarely 
encountered Reeded-Edge 
Bechtler Dollar, one of just four 
pieces known to PCGS, and one 
of the most coveted of all early 
issues. If small private coinage is 
not one’s forte, then per¬ 
haps the 1855 Wass, 

Molitor & Co. AU 
Detail Twenty will 
suit that ever-growing 
collection. 

We hope Pattern enthu¬ 
siasts will take advantage of 
the opportunities afforded 
by an array of lots, from 
Cents, Half Dimes, 

Dimes, Half Dollars to 
a Judd-60 Gobrecht 
Dollar. We also 
draw the attention 
of the die-hard 
Commemorative 
lover to several 
examples of the 1915-S 
Panama Pacific Gold 
Dollar, a richly original- 
looking Lafayette Dollar, 
as well as a number of 
other conditionally chal¬ 
lenging and eye appeal¬ 
ing pieces. Morgan 
Dollar buffs will be 
pleased with our 
extensive presenta¬ 
tion of several key- 
dated issues in a wide 


variety of grades, includ¬ 
ing the always-cagey 
1889-CC and 1893-S. 

With our sincerest 
gratitude, we hope 
that you will study 
[ the options afforded 
I within these pages, tak 
ing the time to exam¬ 
ine, savor and bid on 
multiple lots, whether 
within an area of 
expertise, or perhaps 
a new avenue of 
numismatic 
exploration. Best 
of luck to you in 
all endeavors, and 
please remember 
that interested par¬ 
ties unable to attend the 
sale in person may view lots and 
bid online at our website, 
www.BowersAndMerena.com. 


Sincerely 


Steve Deeds 
President 
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Auction Schedule 


October 26 - 28, 2006 

*Official Auctioneer * 

ANA Las Vegas Coin Show 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
Consignment Deadline: Closed 

November 9- 12, 2006 

^Official Auctioneer * 

Baltimore Coin & Currency Convention 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Consignment Deadline: Closed 

February 8'10, 2007 

Rarities Sale 

Beverly Hills, California 
Consignment Deadline: December 27, 2006 

March 21-24, 2007 

*Official Auctioneer * 

Baltimore Coin & Currency Convention 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Consignment Deadline: February 9, 2007 
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“Congratulations on this beautiful catalog. While 
I have collected coins since I was eight , and have bid 
often at numismatic auctions, I have never bid on a note. 
That all changed when I saw the beautiful notes 
pictured in your catalog.” 


j**- www. bowersandmerena.com 

(fi PNG 


S Bowers And Merena Auctions 

-When great coUeetums are sold...Bouvrs and Merena sells them! - 

18061 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614 
TOLL FREE: 800.458.4646 • Fax: 949.253.4091 


Log on to our auwtl'winning iveb site for details on how to hid on line or by phone or fax. 


“I just wanted to let you know that your 
staff is awesome to work ivith! It really 
makes ivorking tvith Boivers a pleasure.” 
J.M. 

cdi 1.800.458.4646 

to consign your numismatic treasures 
in future Bowers and Merena Auctions . 


“Just a note to say 
that I am VERY pleased 
with the auction results!! 
Beautifid catalog also.” 
F.L. 






The October 2006 
Las Vegas Auction 


Session One 

October 27, 2006 

1:00 pm start, Pacific!Daylight Time 
Lots 5001 - 6024 

Colonials 



5001 1662 Massachusetts Oak Tree Twopence. Noe-31. Rarity-6+. 
Small 2. AU-58 (NGC). Noe noted only one true die marriage for 
the 1662 Oak Tree Twopence, but designated six different die states, 
and assigned each of them a variety number. The example in the 
present lot is Noe-31, characterized by an as-made die crack that 
runs from the top of the 2 in the date, through to the right-hand rim 
at 2:30. This diagnostic is very clear on our offering, a silver-gray 
piece largely untoned in presentation, and although there are a few 
minute abrasions over both sides, none of them vary from the rigor¬ 
ous confines of the AU-58 designation. The reverse has been struck 
approximately 15 percent off center to K-6.5, but the majority of the 
detail remains in plain view. Overall, this is an alluring piece of 
numismatic history, sure to attract considerable attention on auction 
day. 



5002 1652 Massachusetts Pine Tree Shilling. Noe-25. Small 
Planchet. VF-25 (PCGS). 75.2 grains. Richly original in appear¬ 
ance, both sides are resplendent in a decadent slate-gray patina that 
lightens a bit over the raised elements of the obverse and reverse 
design motifs. Some of the peripheral lettering, most notably at 6 
o’clock on the obverse, and its corresponding location on the reverse, 
is not present, but the obverse devices are reasonably well centered. 
Softly struck at K-2 on the obverse, and K-5 on the reverse, but oth¬ 
erwise well defined and pleasing. 
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5003 1722 Rosa Americana Halfpenny. Breen-133. AU-58 
(PCGS). A variety characterized by Us in the reverse legends that 
have been corrected from Vs, vestiges of which are still plainly visi¬ 
ble under magnification. This lightly circulated coin is a die marriage 
that Breen calls “rare,” and a representative of one of the most wide¬ 
ly collected colonial issues from the early history of America. 
Regardless of any numismatically/historically pertinent information, 
this is a simply lovely coin to behold, and one of the nicest Rosa 
Americana pieces of any denomination that we have handled in 
recent memory. Both the obverse and reverse present a very smooth¬ 
looking and glossy olive-brown color, virtually free of mentionable 
distractions in this numeric grade. Wonderfully impressed through¬ 
out, and a recipient of a obviously powerful strike, this will be a great 
choice for the copper specialist looking to expand his/her holdings, 
or the colonial collector looking for a Choice representative of the 
type. 

PCGS Population: 5/0. 


5004 17 tJ-BB French Colonies Half Sous Marques. V-325. MS-63 
(PCGS). A lovely, almost matte-gray tinted surface color has 
blc ^ed both sides of Choice Uncirculated 1740-BB French New 
World billon issue, although this tone enlivens to a brilliant silver- 
gray sheen around the devices. Crisply impressed throughout nearly 
all obverse and reverse designs, we find neither abrasion nor blemish 
of consequence on this exceptional coin. 

PCGS Population: I: with just 2 finer through MS-65. 

1 here are some very faint, as-made die polish lines in the fields on both sides. 



5005 1743-W French Colonies Sous Marques. V-204. MS-64 
(NGC). Possessed of a pale-steel gray coloration over both sides, 
this piece is essentially mute on the subject of mint frost, rendering 
an almost prooflike presentation. Crisply impressed and well pre¬ 
served, a close inspection reveals some dappled, opaque tinting, and 
as-made die polish lines in the fields. 

From Stack’s sale of the John J. Ford, Jr. Collection, January 2006, lot 
235- Noted on the insert as Ford Collection. 


5006 1787 Immunis Columbia. Eagle Reverse. Breen-1137. EF-45 
(PCGS). Designed by Engraver James F. Atlee, and coined at the 
behest of Gen. Ogden, the bondholder for the Rahway Mint. The 
majority of these pieces were probably minted after Ogden’s failed 
attempt to gain contract for the creation of America’s national cop¬ 
per coinage, and according to the sometimes-reliable Walter Breen, 
examples of these issues may have originally numbered in the thou¬ 
sands. Our offering is a representative of an elusive variety, with 
PCGS certifying no more than 47 pieces in all grades. Both sides are 
blessed with a smooth and authentic-looking medium-brown pati¬ 
na, and neither the obverse nor the reverse offers a singularly note¬ 
worthy distraction, save for a slender tick in the eagle’s breast. An 
appealing coin that saw 25 points of use, this is an interesting piece 
of numismatic history that dates to, and is implicated in, the very 
foundation of our monetary production. 
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5007 1787 Connecticut. Miller 6.2-M Mailed Bust Left, Laughing. 
VF-35 (PCGS). Solid for the grade, but apparently struck on a 
flawed flan, for there are very shallow planchet striae on the obverse 
that give the coin an almost leathery-looking presentation. Possessed 
of a pleasing medium-brown coloration that deepens a bit towards 
the obverse periphery, and at the occasional area on the reverse, this 
piece is mostly smooth-appearing in this numeric grade, without a 
singularly mentionable abrasion or blemish to report. 


5008 1783 Washington and Independence Cent. Draped Bust, 
Engrailed Edge. Baker-3a. Rarity-5. Proof-64 (PCGS). The 
otherwise mottled gunmetal-blue toned surfaces reveal a peripheral 
ring of golden-yellow coloration. Both sides have been boldly 
impressed, with a faint bit of as-made roughness behind the portrait 
from some obverse die rust. A rare and desirable restrike interesting 
to Washingtonia collectors, and numismatic historians alike. 


5009 1795 Liberty and Security Halfpenny. ASYLUM edge. Baker- 
31a. MS-61 BN (NGC). Remnants of mint-red tone remain on 
this strictly Uncirculated example, clinging mainly to the protected 
recesses immediately surrounding the devices and legends. 
Otherwise chocolate-brown colored in presentation, we find little to 
report in terms of outwardly mentionable distractions, although 
there is a small as-made planchet flaw beneath the B in LIBERTY. 


Half Cents 


5011 1802/0 B-2, C-2. Die State 3.0. Rarity-3. VF Detail Scratched. 
Both sides of this VF Half Cent are possessed of a glossy, dark-brown 
patina. The fields reveal significant evidence of die rust, accounting 
for much of the seeming-roughness plainly manifested around the 
date and legends. The scratches that we note are confined mainly to 
the obverse, appearing on the bust and profile of Liberty. Otherwise 
free from major problems, this remains an appealing representative 
of the die marriage and issue for the Half Cent specialist. Housed in 
a SEGS holder. 

PCGS# 1057. 


5010 1797 B-l, C-l. Manley Die State 3.0. 1 Above 1. Plain Edge. 
VF-30 BN (NGC). An otherwise mellow chestnut-brown patina 
reveals swatches of mahogany coloration on both sides, most notably 
just above the junction of hair and cap, and another at K-9 on the 
obverse rim. There are the usual scattered abrasions over both sides, 
although none of them are of singularly noteworthy concern, and 
one will find a somewhat textured surface at indirect light angles. 
The as-made die cracks that characterize this die state have been 
largely obscured through a mixture of die swelling and old-fashioned 
wear, but one will observe remnants of the break that appears before 
the throat. 

There is a small, as-made reverse planchet flaw running from the rim at K-4 through 

ICA of AMERICA. 

PCGS# 1042. 
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5012 1808/7 B-2, C-2. Manley Die State 1.0. VP-30 BN (NGC). 
Smartly impressed, the mostly even and sharp strike is discernible in 
the veined leaf detail on the reverse wreath, although there is just a 
touch of weakness at OF on the reverse. A rich, dark chocolate- 
brown patina dominates both sides of this authentic-looking exam¬ 
ple, and neither side reveals much in the way of distracting or annoy¬ 
ing blemishes. An overdate die marriage readily differentiated from 
the C-l variety by a rather lengthy, as-made engravers scratch from 
the right-hand wreath stem to the last A in AMERICA. 

PCGS# 1110. 



5013 1856 B-3. Rarity-4. Proof-64 BN (PCGS). Distinguished from 
the two other main varieties of the year by a missing raised lump of 
die rust on the 1 in UNITED, and a doubled T in CENT, this proof 
Half Cent specimen shows flashes of original mint coloration despite 
the BN designation, most notably on the reverse where the faded-red 
tone presents in a somewhat mottled blend. The devices and legends 
stand in raised contrast to the surrounding fields, and we should 
notr a few pesky copper spots on the obverse. A Choice representa¬ 
tive of the issue and grade, this near-Gem is free from all but the 
most minor of handling marks, and with such strong eye appeal, it 
is a coin likely to be snapped up by a specialist in the field. 

PCGS# 1329. 


Large Cents 


Esteemed AU 1793 Wreath Cent 

Popular Sheldon-9 Die Marriage 


5014 1793 Wreath Cent. S-9. Rarity-2. Vine and Bars Edge. AU- 
50 BN (NGC). Glossy chocolate-brown tone envelopes both sides 
of this AU-50 BN large Cent, but we should note a mottled blend 
of even light and dark shades near the rim at 6 o’clock. Rub is noted 
over the highpoints, but the combination of intricate detail and 
light wear is very alluring. Some verdigris can be found strewn 
about the reverse, but it is most readily apparent in the wreath 
below STA. The obverse presents a few digs, some of which may be 
a touch deep, especially those around Y in LIBERTY. This variety, 
Sheldon-9, is immediately recognizable thanks to the horizontal 
stem of the sprig that extends further over the 3 of the date than on 
any other variety of the year. This coin presents very well as an 
exemplar of one of America’s first large Cents. 

PCGS# 1347. 
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5015 1794 S-31. Rarity-1. Head of 1794. AU-58 BN (NGC). Dr. 
Edward Maris first referred to both the S-30 and S-31 as “The 
Marred Field” in his pamphlet entitled The Cents of1794, and it is 
a designation that has endured since the publication of this guide in 
1869. Characterized by distinct as-struck die chips behind Liberty’s 
portrait, and the longest fraction bar of the year, the S-31 is one of 
the more common die marriages of the Liberty Cap type. A warm 
pecan-brown sheen has replaced the original mint-red coloration, 
and for a lightly circulated example of the issue, it is extraordinarily 
free from bothersome abrasions. Even the verdigris that sometimes 
gathers in the recesses around devices is essentially absent on this 
piece. At this grade level, with such admirably smooth-looking fields 
and quality of detail, this large Cent will be a fantastic fit for any 
high-grade variety set of early copper. 

PCGS# 1374. 

5016 1853 N-21. Rarity-3. MS-65 RB (PCGS). A die variety readily 
distinguished by a very large, irregular, raised lump of metal over the 
left top of N in CENT, both sides of this large Cent are graced with 
an abundance of mint frost. The reverse is the likely culprit in the 
assignation of the RB color descriptor, for the obverse presents sur¬ 
faces with very little brown coloration. Both sides are heavily flow- 
lined, with weakly demarcated dentils. Boldly struck throughout, 
the 1 in the date, and some of the left-hand stars appear a tad weak. 

PCGS# 1903. 


Small Cents 


5017 1857 MS-64 (PCGS). A lustrous, Choice example with a bold 

_ strike and few abrasions. A highly desirable representative for a type 

or date set. Gorgeous. 

PCGS# 2016. 



5018 1859 MS-65 (PCGS). Always favored among better-date type col¬ 
lectors for its one-year type status, this is a simply stunning Gem 
example of the 1859 Indian Cent. Classified in the Guide Book as 
Variety 1, the reverse bears a laurel wreath, a design changed the suc¬ 
ceeding year to the common Oak Wreath with Shield design. This 
piece is intriguing for its russet-red coloration, sure to make it a 
hotly contested coin on the auction floor. Added to this iridescence 
are surfaces silent on the subject of outwardly mentionable abra¬ 
sions, and lightly frosted mint luster that energetically reflects light 
under a lamp. 

PCGS# 2052. 

5019 1859 MS-64 (ANACS). Blessed with what many consider to be 
the typical coloration for a Copper-Nickel Indian Cent, this near 
Gem has a few wispy abrasions over both sides, and a touch of strike 
weakness at the right-obverse border. 

PCGS# 2052. 
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5020 1860 Pointed Bust. MS-65 (PCGS). An issue that falls under 
steady pressure from better-date collectors for its first-year type sta¬ 
tus, the 1860 Copper-Nickel Indian Cent performs consistently well 
on auction day. Gems will bring heavy action, but this coin will 
inspire even more intense bidding, as it has tremendous eye appeal. 
Blemishes appear here and there, but they largely fail to detract from 
the overall allure, although necessity dictates our inclusion in this 
description of a small and marginal tick before Liberty’s face. 

PCGS# 2056. 


5021 1861 MS-67 (PCGS). As a type, the Copper-Nickel Indian Cent 
was relatively short lived, minted only from 1859-1864. Typical MS 
survivors of these dates often come with a light-olive complexion, 
and satiny-to-slightly frosted surfaces, but the coin in the present lot 
is no common survivor. Indeed, the luster is satiny to frosty in 
places, and the planchet has that oft-found pale olive coloration, but 
the surfaces are wonderfully smooth in appearance, even at the lofty 
Superb Gem designation, and fail to display even the most paltry of 
readily observable blemishes. Attractive in nearly all regards, and 
candid in its obvious superiority, bidders will have to wait a consid¬ 
erable amount of time for another, equally impressive example of 
this issue to cross the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 8; with just 1 finer. 

PCGS# 2061. 


5022 1861 MS-66 (NGC). It is a rare day when a Copper-Nickel Indian 
Cent presents anything other than a drab olive-gray color, and thus 
when a coin like this crosses our desks, we run and show it to our 
fellow numismatists. But this already noteworthy tone is enhanced 
by a solid coating of luster, and Gem-quality surfaces basically mute 
on the topic of abrasions, making this a coin that all parties, even 
those not interested in the series, should examine at lot viewing. 

PCGS# 2061. 

5023 1864 Bronze. MS-65 RD (PCGS). Blustery mint luster swoons 
over the surfaces on both sides, and through the variegated RD col¬ 
oration, we note a light dusting of carbon freckles. Briskly impressed 
with few if any bothersome abrasions at this level of preservation, 
this popular representative of the first-year of type is likely headed 
for inclusion in a Gem-quality date or type set, although we certain¬ 
ly feel it suited for a series specialist as well. 

PCGS# 2078. 


5024 1864 L On Ribbon. MS-67 BN (NGC). As the finest known 
example of the 1864 L on Ribbon Indian Cent at NGC regardless 
of color designation, this will be a sure prize for the Registry Set 
enthusiast. Fantastically original in appearance, both sides of this 
coin have mottled and iridescent tones of purple-blue coloration 
near the central devices, most readily apparent on the obverse. The 
peripheries possess an ample pinkish-red tinting, and the devices are 
as near fully struck as this cataloger has seen ; n some time. We note 
bold as-made die clash marks obvious to the unaided eye on the 
obverse, and corresponding areas on the reverse, and the glossy and 
smooth surface texture befits the Superb Gem numeric grade. An 
example of a no-questions condition and absolute rarity in the series 
perfect for the discerning numismatist. 

NGC Census: 1: with none finer in any color designation. 

PCGS# 2079. 
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5026 1866 MS-65 RD (NGC). As a conditionally challenging survivor 
from a plentiful issue, the general consensus about this piece is that 
it will fall into the realm of the high-end type or Registry Set collec¬ 
tor. Both sides of this example are possessed of an orange-red sheen 
that fades a bit to darker pinkish-red tones in the central fields. 
Crisply impressed devices, and bountiful mint luster further bestow 
upon this coin, found in an older NGC holder, a dramatically 
impressive degree of eye appeal. 

NGC Census: 12; with just 1 finer. 

PCGS# 2087. 


5027 1868 MS-65 RD (PCGS). The 1868 is a highly desirable issue in 
the early bronze Indian Cent series. An original mintage of 10.2 mil¬ 
lion pieces is not overly generous by the standards of the type, and 
relatively few examples seem to have been deliberately set aside at the 
\ _ time of issue. To borrow a phrase from Rick Snow, high-grade pieces 
such as the present Gem probably survived “purely by luck.” 
Exceptional color for the issue, both sides of this coin are awash in 
full, orange-red luster that yields to more of a medium-red cast on 
the obverse. The overall impression is sharp, and the only mention- 
able striking softness is confined to a few of the obverse feathers tips, 
where it is minor. Free of distracting blemishes, this coin is certain 
to have no difficulty finding its way into an Indian Cent collection 
of Registry Set quality. 

PCGS Population: 30; with just 3 finer. 

PCGS# 2093. 

From the Ally Collection, as noted on the insert. 


5028 1868 MS-64 RD (PCGS). Billowing mint luster flows over both 
sides as the shimmering, medium-intensity red coloration fades to a 
light-orange hue at the rim. We are unable to locate trivial strike 
weakness on this near-Gem Indian Cent, the surfaces are ideally free 
from grade-limiting abrasions, and the aesthetic appeal speaks to an 
appearance of an even higher numeric designation. 

PCGS# 2093. 


5025 1864 L On Ribbon. MS-64 RD (PCGS). Some scattered carbon 
spots dot the obverse, but these are mostly inconsequential in light 
of this coin’s positive attributes. The luster is rich and frosty, the 
color intense in its medium-orange vivacity, and the surfaces mini¬ 
mally abraded, save for a touch of innocuous busyness in the left- 
obverse field. Pleasingly well struck with eye appeal to spare, this is 
a visually impressive Civil War-era issue. 

PCGS# 2081. 
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5029 1870 Proof-66 RD (NGC). Conditionally rare this well pre¬ 
served, NGC has certified only 5 MS-66 examples of this issue with 
an RD descriptor. Drenched in a brilliant-red color, one will also see 
a bit of pinkish-red tone on the right side of the reverse. Free from 
all but the most inane of handling marks, and well struck through¬ 
out, this will make a welcome addition to any Registry Set of Indian 
Cents. 

NGC Census: 5: with no finer RD example 
PCGS# 2299. 



5030 1872 Proof-65 RB (PCGS). This is a popular date that experi¬ 
ences strong demand from collectors searching for business strike 
examples. As a result, this demand carries over to the proof issue, and 
this is a better date of the series in both formats. This piece possess¬ 
es an attractive reddish-brown color, with considerable woodgrain 
effect evident on both sides. The mirrors are moderately reflective, 
while some Cameo contrast is noticeable on the wreath on the 
reverse. These are important attributes to consider, as Snow notes (A 
Gui.C Book of Flying Eagle and Indian Head Cents, 2006) that 
Proofs of this date are difficult to locate with deep mirrors and 
Cameo contrast. This piece is a superior one, for it exhibits remark¬ 
able mirrors and a brighter color than most others. The texture 
reflects much of the original, orange-red color of the coin, while the 
strike is needle-sharp, and blemishes are minimal and difficult to 
notice without the aid of a strong glass. This is a most impressive 
example of this date in this grade. 

PCGS# 2304. 



5031 1872 MS-66 BN (NGC). A solidly BN coin, one may observe 
splashes of original-red color throughout, most notable on the 
reverse. Both sides of this smartly impressed Gem are possessed of 
plentiful mint frost, and surfaces essentially abrasion free for the 
grade. Standing in elite company, only 4 BN survivors are known at 
NGC, making this a coin that will likely elicit strong bids from 
interested parties. 

NGC Census: 4; none finer with BN color distinction. 

PCGS# 2103. 



5032 1873 Closed 3. Proof-65 RD (PCGS). Although an issue with a 
relatively low original mintage of 1,100 pieces, the Closed 3 variety 
is conditionally challenging to boot, as only 3 coins have certified 
finer than this Gem at PCGS. This is a coin with a high degree of 
eye appeal, as the softly frosted design motifs reside in contrast 
against powerfully mirrored-fields. A rich-red coloration throughout, 
one may observe a few areas of very light toning, most visible on the 
reverse. 

PCGS# 2308. 
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5033 1873 Proof-65 RD (PCGS). Highlighted by a razor-sharp strike, 
this brick-red Indian Cent is possessed of brilliantly reflective fields, 
and excellent field-to-device contrast. Conditionally challenging in 
this numeric grade, Registry Set enthusiasts would be smart to con¬ 
sider this coin for collection, for there are just 3 specimens of the 
issue graded finer at PCGS. For the sake of accuracy we note a very 
slender tick before the obverse portrait, but this pure Gem is other¬ 
wise generally free from noteworthy blemish. 

PCGS Population: 28/3. 

PCGS# 2308. 



5034 1875 Proof-65 RD (PCGS). Conditionally rare this nice, it is not 
too often we handle a proof 1875 Indian Cent as solid as the one in 
the present lot. Near the top of the PCGS Population reports with 
just two finer in full RD, fully frosted devices rest atop mirrors lay¬ 
ered and unfathomable in their depth. Nary a distraction in sight 
out of context with the assigned Gem grade, we find this pinkish-red 
colored Cent in an old, green insert-variant PCGS holder. 

PCGS Population: 12; just 2 finer in MS-66 RD. 

PCGS# 2314. 



5035 1875 Proof-64 RD (PCGS). Flecked with the occasional dot of 
carbon, the somewhat mottled orange-red surface color on this proof 
Indian Cent yields in places to a pinkish-red tone. Well struck, with 
none but the most paltry of handling marks, this is an alluring, and 
solidly graded near-Gem representative from an original delivery of 
just 700 pieces. 

PCGS# 2314. 

5036 1875 MS-65 RB (PCGS). Otherwise brilliant red in sheen with a 
delicate coating of mint frost, there are smatterings of pinkish-red 
and brown highlights strewn over both sides of this coin. Free from 
all but the most trivial of abrasions in this Gem numeric grade, this 
is a well struck and eye appealing example of a relatively common 
issue, and as such, it will fit capably into a high-grade type set. 

PCGS# 2122. 



5037 1877 Proof-66 RB (NGC). The surfaces of this fabulous proof 
Indian Cent reveal none but the most inane of blemishes, while the 
fields are brilliantly reflective in their finish. Designated RB by 
NGC, copious amounts of original-red color appear on both sides, 
while the eye also detects accents of tungsten-blue at indirect light 
angles. Part of an original proof mintage of 900 pieces, at the Proof- 
66 level of preservation, this example is conditionally rare and wor¬ 
thy of a solid bid from those demanding the highest-quality. 

NGC Census: 14/1. 

PCGS# 2319. 
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5038 1877 MS-63 RB (PCGS). As a Choice Uncirculated representa¬ 
tive of this elusive issue, this 1877 Indian Cent will surely be a wel¬ 
come addition to a specialist collectors high-grade set. Possessed of 
a slightly mottled sheen, the brown color has wound itself onto both 
the obverse and reverse in a wood-grained fashion, yielding a slight¬ 
ly streaky guise. Boldly struck over both sides, we are unable to 
report a single blemish that fails to comply with the grade, although 
there is a slightly variegated swirl of color above the T in CENT. 

PCGS# 2128. 



5039 1877 AU-58 BN (NGC). The unchallenged key to the Indian 
Cent series, the 1877 actually has the second-lowest original mintage 
figure at 852,200 pieces, following the 1909-S with 309,00 business 
strikes coined, yet the ‘77 consistently commands greater premiums 
at auction. While reasons for this are not entirely certain, it seems 
logical to assume that there were simply fewer collectors of U.S. 
coinage around to squirrel away examples of the issue, and thus the 
majoritv entered circulation instead of coin cabinets. This piece is an 
ever, and dark chocolate-brown color, but there are a few splashes of 
red here and there. Touched by the occasional abrasion, the main 
rea'on for the AU designation is the obvious rub over the high- 
points, and as such this is a Choice example of the issue. 

PCGS# 2127. 

5040 1877 VG-10 (PCGS). As a representative of an always-popular 
issue, this circulated example will be perfect for the budget-con¬ 
scious specialist. Found in an older, green insert-variant PCGS hold¬ 
er, the still-attractive piece offers a chestnut-brown coloration, and 
relatively smooth surfaces for a coin that has seen considerable 
employment in everyday commerce. 

PCGS# 2127. 


5041 1879 Proof-65 RB (PCGS). Likely headed for a top-notch type 
set, this proof Indian Cent is possessed of almost ideally smooth¬ 
looking Gem surfaces, and a brilliantly mirrored red-brown sheen 
that yields to an area of variegated color over Liberty’s bust. 

PCGS# 2325. 

5042 1882 MS-65 BN (NGC). Issues of the Indian Cent delivered in 
the final twenty-years of the 19th century were coined in record 
amounts, eclipsing the original mintage figures for just about every 
issue in every contemporary series. In 1882 alone, more than 38 mil¬ 
lion pieces of the little red Cent were produced at the Philadelphia 
Mint, and with such a high original mintage figure, one would 
expect to find an abundance of Gem-quality examples, but this is 
not the case. As such, this MS-65 Indian Cent is a perfect coin for 
the budget-conscious type collector, who seeks lots of detail for 
modest sums. It is well struck throughout, without distraction to 
report on either side, and enveloped in a warm-brown patina. 

PCGS# 2142. 


5043 1883 Proof-66 RB (PCGS). A gorgeous proof striking of the 
Indian Cent, we find cherry-red coloration that blesses both sides of 
this solid Gem, with areas of pinkish tone on the central obverse 
devices. There is a small dash of somewhat opaque coloration on the 
left-hand lower reverse, and some minor and mosdy trivial abrasions 
that appear at infrequent intervals. These aforementioned blemishes 
should be of little concern to the series specialist. 

PCGS# 2337. 

5044 1886 Type I. MS-66 BN (NGC). Seemingly earmarked for inclu¬ 
sion in a high-grade date or. type set, this Type I variety of the 1886 
issue is possessed of a wonderful dark chocolate-brown patina. Both 
sides cartwheel light as the piece rotates under a light, so heavy and 
frosty is the luster, while we are unable to observe a single blemish 
that warrants description at this level of preservation. 

PCGS# 2154. 




Page 10 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 






The October 2006 Las Vegas Auction 




5045 1887 Proof-65 RD (ICG). While the surfaces on both sides of this 
deeply mirrored RD Gem piece are flecked with copper spots, few 
detract from the overall eye appeal of the coin. The devices have been 
impressed upon a well-prepared planchet, for the fields are highly 
reflective in proof brilliance, while the motifs are softly frosted. 

PCGS# 2350. 

5046 1896 MS-65 BN (NGC). With an inviting warm brown color 
throughout, this is an eye appealing, boldly struck, and generally 
keen Gem example of a common issue. 

PCGS# 2193. 


5047 1908 MS-66 RD (PCGS). An Eagle Eye Photo Seal and card 
accompany this Gem Indian Cent, housed in an older green insert- 
variant PCGS holder. Among the finest-known examples of the issue 
at this grading service, both sides are silent on the subject of toning, 
excepting a minor dash of iridescence below CENT on the reverse. 
Awash in frosty mint luster, this lovely piece exhibits medium-red 
color in most places, with the rare lick of blustery, fiery-red tone. 

PCGS# 2231. 

5048 1908-S MS-65 RB (NGC). A variegated patina of red and brown 
coloration has revealed itself on both sides of this Gem Indian Cent. 
The surfaces are essentially mute on the subject of distracting abra¬ 
sions, and the legends and devices have been deftly impressed. 

PCGS# 2233. 


5049 1909-S Indian. MS-64 RD (PCGS). This final-year of Indian 
Cent production saw a limited delivery of just 309,000 pieces. The 
qualities inherent within this near-Gem speak to an even higher 
numeric designation, as both sides present a warm ruddy-red col- 
oration, through which we espy perfectly smooth-looking surfaces 
for the grade. Lustrous, with a light dusting of carbon spots, this 
piece is boldly struck throughout, and as such worthy of serious con¬ 
sideration on auction day. 

PCGS# 2240. 

5050 1909-S Indian. MS-63 Cleaned, Questionable Color 
(Uncertified). The 1909-S Indian Cent is a widely collected issue, 
not just as the final-year of the series, but also for its limited original 
production figure. This example is a respectable representative of the 
date, although it seems to have undergone a light cleaning at some 
point, evidenced by wispy hairlines that traverse both sides and a 
somewhat questionable light-orange color. 

PCGS# 2239. 


5051 1909 V.D.B. MS-67 RD (PCGS). PCGS has certified only 1 
example of this issue at the MS-68 RD level of preservation, making 
solid MS-67 coins the finest that any Registry Set collector will like¬ 
ly be able to locate. The brick-red color around the central devices 
yields to an orange-red tone as the eye moves towards the periph¬ 
eries, and neither side presents a blemish that warrants concern. The 
strike is sharp throughout, without even a hint of weakness visible to 
the naked eye. 

PCGS# 2425. 
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5052 1909-S V.D.B. MS-66 RB (NGC). A very light chocolate-brown 
coloration has beset this Gem ‘09-S V.D.B. in places, and is the like¬ 
ly cause of the RB designation, as the reverse is almost exclusively 
RD in presentation. Luscious cartwheel luster beams from both sides 
of this piece, and the surfaces are mostly smooth in appearance and 
free from all but the most minimally annoying abrasions. NGC has 
certified only two examples finer than the coin in the present lot, 
and as a hotly contested piece of numismatic history, this Lincoln 
Cent is one sure to excite many a interested part)’. 

PCGS# 2427. 



5053 1909-S V.D.B. MS-64 RD (NGC). Possibly the most important 
numismatic rarity in the Lincoln Cent series, the piece offered in the 
present lot is a sound and reassuring near-Gem example of the scarce 
1909-S V.D.B. issue. As only 484,000 pieces were delivered by the 
San Francisco Mint this issue is heavily sought after in all levels of 
preservation, and as such this near-Gem will surely be a find for the 
quality-conscious collector. The billowy, frosty texture preens affably 
un<Lr a lamp, and the devices are all but fully struck. A delicious red 
sheen envelopes both sides of the piece, and there are no distracting 
blemishes to report at this grade level. 

PCGS# 2428. 

5054 1909-S V.D.B. VF-30 (PCGS). Mostly even in patination, the 
surfaces on both sides reveal periodic flashes of original mint bril¬ 
liance, most notably around the date and mintmark. There are no 
sizeable abrasions in this mid-circulated grade, and both obverse and 
reverse present as almost ideally smooth for a VF-30 piece. 

PCGS# 2426. 



5055 1909 Lincoln. MS-67 RD (PCGS). Certainly easy to obtain in 
the near-Gem to Gem levels of preservation, the 1909 Lincoln Cent 
becomes increasingly more difficult to locate in the Superb Gem des¬ 
ignation, and to date, PCGS has not certified a coin of the issue bet¬ 
ter than that in the present lot. Therefore, Registry Set collectors will 
surely take advantage of this rare bidding opportunity come the day 
of sale. A positively wonderful, lustrous example of the date, frosty 
texture blooms over both sides of this Wheat Ears-reverse Lincoln 
Cent. Every design element has been lovingly reproduced, and we 
are hard-pressed to locate an abrasion that fails to comply with the 
MS-67 designation. 

PCGS# 2431. 



5056 1909-S Lincoln. MS-66 RD (PCGS). This fantastic Gem pos¬ 
sesses almost ideal luster, and presents a coppery-red appearance. 
Housed in an older green insert-variant PCGS holder, we note a 
wholly original-looking piece that has been carefully preserved. As 
such, this coin is an important high-grade survivor from this first 
year of issue. Silky-smooth appearing surfaces offer the perception of 
an even higher numeric designation, making this a piece worthy of 
close inspection at lot viewing. 

PCGS# 2434. 
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5057 1909-S/Horizontal S MS-65 RD (NGC). Orange-red in col¬ 
oration, this always-popular variety in the Lincoln Cent series is 
uncommon in all Mint State levels of preservation. Neither obverse 
nor reverse offer any but boldly outlined design motifs, with crisply 
delineated intricacy throughout all devices and legends. Free from 
distraction, save for those most trivial, this is an important opportu¬ 
nity for the specialist to acquire a high-grade representative of this 
elusive overmintmark. 

PCGS# 92434. 

5058 1909-S/Horizontal S MS-64 RD (PCGS). A blazingly red col¬ 
ored example of a semi-key to the Lincoln Cent series, there are a 
few irksome carbon spots dusting both sides of this lustrous near- 
Gem. 

PCGS# 92434. 


5059 1910-S MS-66 RD (PCGS). A perfect Gem in nearly every 
respect, both obverse and reverse of this piece bubble with thick 
mint luster. The surfaces have imbibed a quality orange-red sheen 
that almost defies quantification. With both sides all but silent on 
the subject of consequential distraction, we feel comfortable recom¬ 
mending this coin to the condition-conscious collector, who seeks 
only examples of the highest quality. 

PCGS# 2440. 


5060 1910-S RPM-2. S/S Repunched Mintmark. MS-65 RD 
(PCGS). RPM 2.0 is characterized by Bill Fivaz and J.T. Stanton in 
The Cherrypickers’ Guide to Rare Die Varieties 3rd edition, as a mint- 
mark repunched “with the secondary image north of the primary 
image.” Richly textured and softly frosted, we have found the occa¬ 
sional area of light toning, most importantly on the reverse. The 
devices and legends are adequately and sharply struck, and the sur¬ 
faces are essentially free from abrasion for the grade. 

PCGS# E2440. 


5061 1911 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Very well preserved in almost every 
aspect of superficial appeal, this 1911 P-mint delivered Lincoln Cent 
is among the finest most collectors will acquire, as PCGS has certi¬ 
fied just 8 examples of the date as Superb Gems. For those enthusi¬ 
asts lacking a high-quality representative of the issue, the wait is over, 
as this piece has received an almost razor-sharp strike, reflected by 
the crisply impressed motifs and legends. The surfaces are Gem 
smooth, offering little in terms of outwardly distracting blemishes. 

PCGS# 2443. 

5062 1911 MS-65 RD (PCGS). This pinkish-red Gem is housed in an 
older, green-insert PCGS holder. Sharply struck throughout, with 
scattered flyspecks that are most prevalent over the upper obverse. 

PCGS# 2443. 
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5063 1911-D MS-65 RD (PCGS). Exceptionally preserved from every 
numismatic aspect, this is an almost ideal Gem ‘11-D with fantastic 
red sheen throughout. There is a swath darker coloration at 12 
o’clock on the reverse that merits closer inspection, but the eye 
appeal remains strong, with none but the most innocuous of blem¬ 
ishes. 

PCGS# 2446. 



5064 1912 MS-66 RD (PCGS). The brilliant red sheen that dominates 
the surfaces on both sides of this Gem lightens a bit as the eye moves 
towards the central devices, leaving an “aura” of orange-red col¬ 
oration around the portrait of Lincoln. Minimally patinated, there 
are a few pesky flyspecks on the reverse that amount to very little in 
light of this coins positive attributes, although accuracy dictates our 
inclusion in this description of some toning at 6 o’clock between 
wheat ears. PCGS has certified just 7 pieces of the issue finer than 
this example. 

PCGS# 2452. 



5065 1912-D MS-65 RD (NGC). Medium-orange colored in presenta¬ 
tion, with shimmering patches of rose-red tone, neither side of this 
softly frosted Gem Lincoln Cent offer noteworthy measures of both¬ 
ersome strike weakness. Save for threads of variegated color on both 
the obverse and reverse, we find no mentionable distractions to 
report in this description. 

PCGS# 2455. 


5066 1912-S MS-65 RB (PCGS). The medium-brown coloration that 
has descended upon this Gem Lincoln Cent lends a high degree of 
eye appeal, as the surfaces appear radiant and lustrous, with a classi¬ 
cally fresh presentation that fails to reveal even trivial distractions. 
The surfaces are smooth in this numeric grade, and the strike bold 
throughout. This RB example is a great coin for the high-grade type 
collector or series specialist, as PCGS has certified just 2 finer with 
this color distinction. 

PCGS# 2457. 
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5067 1912-S MS-64 RD (PCGS). Housed in an older, green insert- 
variant PCGS holder, this alluring near-Gem reveals a pinkish-red 
color in places. Expectably free from abrasions to report at this des¬ 
ignation level, both sides have been carefully preserved since the time 
of its inception. 

PCGS# 2458. 



5068 191 3 MS-66 RD (PCGS). As is typical for Uncirculated examples 
of the 1913-P Lincoln Cent, this example is solidly struck through¬ 
out, with loads of lustrous mint frost casting off light as the piece 
rotates under a light. Neither obverse nor reverse reveal any but the 
most inconsequential of abrasions, we find no distractions of note on 
this wonderful Gem coin. 

PCGS# 2461. 

5069 1913-D MS-64 RD (PCGS). Both sides exhibit dominant cop¬ 
per-red color, with a few trivial flyspecks here and there. Intricately 
textured and simply lustrous, this solid near-Gem is boldly, if not 
sharply struck throughout, with scarcely an area of strike weakness 
to mention in this description. 

PCGS# 2464. 
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5070 1914-D MS-65 RB (NGC). A scarce-to-rare issue in nearly all 
grades, the 1914-D is a key-date that hardly needs either praise or 
accolade among Lincoln Cent specialists. While the original mintage 
was limited to a mere 1.1 million pieces, it is not the rarest issue of 
the series in an absolute sense, as that honor goes to the 1909-S 
V.D.B. An attractive and pleasing full Gem example, the mostly BN 
obverse is richly entrenched within a periphery of original mint red, 
while the reverse presents a more mottled array these two colors. 
Crisply impressed throughout, all design motifs are boldly outlined, 
and are as near to fully struck as possible. With no visible distraction 
that calls into question the validity of the assigned grade, this is an 
exemplary piece for the Gem-quality collector. 

PCGS# 2472. 



5071 1914-D AU-58 BN (NGC). Minor rub appears as reddish-brown 
tone on the highpoints of this AU-58 BN example, born from a lim¬ 
ited original mintage 1.1 million pieces. Specialists in the series will 
instandy recognize this lot as an opportunity to acquire an original¬ 
looking piece of this key 1914 issue, as the medium-brown patina 
that has enveloped both obverse and reverse lends an air of authen¬ 
ticity rarely seen in today’s market. An expectable number of abra¬ 
sions appear at periodic intervals, but none are individually impor¬ 
tant as they reside primarily on the secondary and tertiary focal 
points. 

PCGS# 2471. 

5072 1915 MS-65 RD (PCGS). Found in an older, green insert-variant 
PCGS holder, this full-red Gem sports a thick coating of heavy mint 
luster. Powerfully struck throughout, we discern a memorable shade 
of rose-red coloration over both sides, and neither obverse nor 
reverse seem to be limited by an inordinate number of abrasions. 

PCGS# 2479. 



5073 1916 MS-67 RD (PCGS). Not a single example of this plentiful 
1916 Philadelphia Mint delivery has been submitted to and graded 
finer by PCGS, and as one of the most carefully preserved coins like¬ 
ly to enter the marketplace for some time to come, this Lincoln Cent 
x will acquire quite a following at lot viewing. Alluring coppery russet- 
red central tone fades to a mellow orange-red iridescence in places, 
most notably below ICA of AMERICA on the reverse. A recipient 
of a phenomenal strike, almost every detail has been remarkably 
demarcated, leaving an impression of unusual clarity. 

PCGS# 2488. 



5074 1917 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Mint luster blossoms over both sides of 
this P-mint delivered Lincoln Cent as it rotates under a lamp, and 
we denote slightly granular as-struck surfaces over the balance of the 
piece. The powerful rose-red tone found at the periphery on the 
obverse and reverse yields to a more subtle salmon-red color at the 
central focal points, offering an almost target-toned presentation 
under magnification. Dainty blemishes elude the eye, and we should 
note for the sake of accuracy the rarified carbon flyspeck visible only 
under intense scrutiny. 

PCGS Population: 11; with just 2 finer. 

PCGS# 2497. 
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5075 1919 MS-67 RD (PCGS). Much more appealing than most 
examples of the date found on auction floors today, this Superb Gem 
early-date Lincoln Cent is rigidly struck and lustrous, with most 
intricate detail minutely impressed, and an ample coating of mint 
frost gracing the surfaces. The dominant appearance on both sides 
has been commandeered by the quivering sanguine-red coloration, 
and while we are unable to report mentionable distractions, there are 
some very faint carbon flecks on the reverse. 

PCGS# 2515. 



5076 1920 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant orange-red coloration 
envelopes the obverse of this piece, with the reverse presenting a 
more cherry-red coloration. A richly frosted solid Gem, the devices 
and legends have been raised to an excruciating level clarity, with 
surfaces that offer very little to report in terms of blemishes and 
abrasions. PCGS has graded only 5 examples of the issue better than 
this coin, making this a sure bet for the Registry Set collector. 

PCGS# 2524. 



5077 1920-S MS-65 RB (PCGS). Sharing the Gem RB designation j 

with a mere 14 other examples of the issue, the coin in the present } 
lot reveals an abundance of RD color, especially on the obverse 
where a rose-red tone simply dominates. With so few pieces of this I 

S-mint delivery graded so nice, we are surely in the domain of a ] 

Registry Set collector or other such Lincoln Cent specialist when I 
offering a representative of the issue so well preserved. 

PCGS# 2529. 

5078 1920-S MS-63 BN (PCGS). Dressed on both sides with a glossy, 
smooth-looking patina, the luster is nearly replete with deep-brown 
coloration that is just a touch lighter on the obverse. Neither side 
offers much in the way of grade limiting blemishes in the MS-63 I 
grade, and we observe no areas of patendy offensive strike weakness. 

PCGS# 2528. 
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5079 1922-D Weak D. MS-63 RD (PCGS). It first must be said that 
there is a D mintmark noticeable under the date. It is very difficult 
to notice, but it is there, even though it is extremely faint. Not sur¬ 
prisingly this piece is an example of the Weak D Variety and it is so 
noted on the PCGS holder. Caused by a worn die, Lange notes (The 
Complete Guide to Lincoln Cents, 1996) there were three die pairs 
used in striking the no-D and partial-D varieties, and the partial 
mintmark variety is paired with a weakly struck reverse. True to 
form, this piece exhibits a faintly struck reverse, typical for its vari¬ 
ety, though all of the design features on both sides are intact and dis¬ 
tinct. The color is a blazing, bright-red, with lustrous surfaces and 
scattered, light blemishes that are to be expected for the grade. A few 
abrasions are noticeable at the bottom of the reverse, but these do 
not call into question the MS-63 grade. In fact, it is the impressive, 
bright color of this piece that, along with its status as an important 
variety, that makes it truly special. 

This coin represents considerable rarity at the Mint State level, 
but this rarity becomes even more apparent when Red pieces are 
considered. PCGS has certified only two pieces at this grade level, 
with only one higher. This is then, an extremely significant offering 
for the advanced collector of the Lincoln Cent series, one who 
desires a very special variety in a decidedly rare state of preservation. 
Remarkable. 

PCGS Population: 2/1. 

PCGS# 3112. 





Conditionally Challenging Gem 
1924-D Lincoln Cent 
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5081 1924-D MS-65 RD (PCGS). Examples of this semi-key date 
come under heavy demand, regardless of their numeric designation, 
a sentiment supported by Lange in 2005, when he wrote that “there 
are no grades in which this date is common, but examples grading 
EF and higher are particularly scarce.” Coined during the final 
months of 1924, many pieces of this D-mint delivery were pro¬ 
duced with heavily worn dies, and representatives generally suffer 
from a lack of detail, although this issue is not as notorious as other 
dates, like the 1918-D and 1925-D. Nevertheless, this is a well 
struck representative, with scarcely a mentionable area of strike 
weakness on either side. Heavy mint luster swirls about the surfaces, 
careening under a lamp, and while the coin is possessed of a uni¬ 
form red tint throughout, there are just a few carbon spots strewn 
about, but these are mostly hidden amongst the more intricate 
design detail. 

PCGS Population: 25/1. 

PCGS# 2554. 


5080 1922 No D. Strong Reverse. VF-30 (PCGS). The 1922 No D 
Lincoln Cent was born most likely as a result of a grease filled mint- 
mark, but not all No D Cents are created equally. There are three die 
pairings, this VF-30 example representing the most desirable of the 
trio, and the variety that consistendy demands the highest realized 
prices at auction. A chocolate-brown toned sheen has descended 
upon both sides of this coin, and there are no individually mention- 
able blemishes. 

PCGS# 3285. 
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5082 1925 MS-67 RD (PCGS). This Superb Gem stands among the 
finest RD examples of the ‘25 P-mint delivery graded at either major 
service, and as such will warrant considerable attention from 
Registry Set aficionados. Vivid and luminous in its luster, deep 
pools of cherry-red tone do indeed tantalize the eye, but the balance 
of the piece is orange-red in tint. The strike is bold and eye catching, 
and the surfaces almost dreamily smooth in appearance. 

PCGS# 2560. 


5084 1926-S MS-65 RB (NGC). Many 1926 S-mint coins were hoard¬ 
ed in the 1940s and ‘50s, making circulated examples in the Fine to 
VF level of preservation fairly common. It is only in the Gem cate¬ 
gories that Lange (2005) qualifies pieces of this issue “as a key rariry, 
if not the most challenging coin in the entire series.” We concur with 
this theory, and this piece will surely satisfy that lingering hole in the 
Registry Set collectors accumulation of Lincoln Cents quite nicely, 
as the strike is bold, the luster bountiful and satiny, and the surfaces 
smooth in appearance. This is an issue seldom found with a full RD 
color designation, but for an RB coin, the color had blended inti¬ 
mately and to pleasing effect. 

PCGS# 2574. 


5083 1926 MS-67 RD (PCGS). A piece so lustrous and frosty as to 
appear almost as made, this is an issue common in nearly every 
grade, but uncommon in the present numeric designation, with 
PCGS certifying none finer. The satisfying brick-red color that flares 
from both the obverse and reverse only confirms the RD tag, and the 
razor-sharp strike that we note throughout has crisply raised essen¬ 
tially all devices and legends. 

PCGS# 2569. 


5085 1926-S MS-64 RB (NGC). Softly frosted in sheen, vestiges of the 
original-red color cling to select surface areas, most notably around 
the devices and legends on the obverse, and perhaps 50% of the 
reverse. Unfazed by annoying strike weakness, we fail to denote abra¬ 
sions incompliant with its near-Gem status. Speckled by the occa¬ 
sional fleck of carbon, there is a variegated swirl of tone in the right- 
obverse field that merits closer inspection. 

PCGS# 2574. 
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5089 1928 MS-67 RD (NGC). Enveloped in a rich fiery-red and 
intense coloration, the luster flows evenly from rim to rim on this 
Superb Gem. Sharply impressed details throughout speak to the 
incredible strike this Cent planchet received, and the smooth-look- 

. ing surfaces are testaments to its level of preservation through the 
years. Housed in an older NGC holder with a thick border. 

NGC Census: 13/0. 

PCGS# 2587. 

5090 1928 MS-66 RD (PCGS). With such intense mint frost, and lus¬ 
cious brick-red tone, one might think they were looking at a Superb 
Gem representative of the issue. An exemplary piece of this abun¬ 
dant P-mint issue, and seemingly destined for a high-end type col¬ 
lection. 

PCGS# 2587. 


5088 1928 MS-67 RD (PCGS). When Lange (2005) claimed that 
examples of the 1928 are “common in all grades, [with] even fully 
red gems usually available,” it was likely that he hadn’t seen this ‘28 
P-mint coin, as it is assuredly uncommon in most categories of aes¬ 
thetic appeal. Lustrous mint frost cascades over the subdy granular 
as-made surface texture, while the mainly orange-red coloration 
periodically deepens to an almost magenta-rose tint. 

PCGS# 2587. 


5091 1929 MS-67 RD (PCGS). An uncommon representative of a 
common issue, this Superb Gem ranks among the finest known at 
PCGS, and in light of its positive characteristics, there is no great 
mystery as to why. With surfaces of exceptional smoothness, devices 
brought to almost complete delineation, and color so vibrant as to 
seem nearly anomalous, this piece is perfect for the devoted fan of 
the Lincoln Cent. A coin that sets the high-water mark of eye appeal. 

PCGS# 2596. 

5092 1929 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Neither side of this high-end Gem 
reveals an area of irksome strike weakness. The luster is radiant and 
inviting, while the maroon-red coloration lightens a bit as the piece 
dips into a light. With scarcely a blemish that fails to comply with 
the strict Gem distinction, this coin is just a couple wispy abrasions 
away from an even higher grade. Housed in an older PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 2596. 


1927 MS-67 RD (PCGS). An outstanding exemplar of the issue, 
this pleasingly original piece displays an even orange-red coloration 
over both sides, with none of the irksome copper spots or distract¬ 
ing abrasions sometimes seen on MS survivors of this date. The lus¬ 
ter is absolutely outstanding, without an area of troubling weakness 
to report, and we are pleased to announce the strike as even and as 
near complete as one could hope for a Superb Gem. 

PCGS Population: 24/0. 

PCGS# 2578. 

1927 MS-66 RD (PCGS). This fully lustrous RD Gem is virtual¬ 
ly silent on the subject of toning, although we note a few flyspecks 
in the lower-reverse field. A piece blessed by a razor-sharp strike and 
fulsome mint luster. 

PCGS# 2578. 
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5093 1929-D MS-66 RD (PCGS). Fully resplendent surfaces are 
enriched by frothy mint luster, and we can locate only the wispiest 
swirls of coloration, most notably on Lincolns shoulder, and several 
more on the reverse. Both sides are essentially abrasion free at this 
grade level, and as a piece tremendous in nearly every other respect, 
this example will make a fine representative of the issue. 

PCGS Population: 18; with none finer in any grade. 

PCGS# 2599. 

From Heritages Long Beach Signature Sale #244. February 2002, lot 

5242. 

5094 1930 MS-67 RD (PCGS). A wonderfully target-toned Lincoln 
Cent, both sides have a periphery of deep crimson coloration that 
tends toward a light mint-orange sheen at the central devices and 
fields. Blessed with surfaces of unusual smoothness for the grade, 
PCGS has certified only one finer in MS-68, making this a perfect 
opportunity for the high-end type or Registry Set collector to 
acquire a piece of nearly unparalleled quality. 

PCGS# 2605. 

5095 1930-D MS-66 RD (PCGS). Cherry-red coloration only serves to 
accentuate the healthy original look of this solidly graded Gem. This 
fiery color is a bit subdued on the reverse, where the tone tends 
towards a nearly unfathomable maroon sheen. Neither blemish nor 
copper spot detract from the overall quality eye appeal of this piece 
that is sure to satisfy, whether included in a date, type or Registry 
Set. 

PCGS# 2608. 

5096 1930-S MS-66 RD (PCGS). Neither obverse nor reverse reveals 
blemish worthy of inclusion in this description. Frosty luster com¬ 
mingles intimately with abundant red coloration, although we do 
note the sporadic flicker of light grayish-blue coloration 

PCGS# 2611. 

5097 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Otherwise draped in a sheen of frosty 
red luster, neither the obverse nor reverse offer a singularly men- 
tionable area of strike weakness, nor important conglomeration of 
abrasions. PCGS has graded just 11 RD examples of this issue finer 
than the coin in the present lot. 

PCGS# 2614. 

5098 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). This otherwise cherry-red Cent reveals 
a couple flecks and threads of darker toning on the reverse, but 
scarcely a visible distracting blemish for this level of preservation. 

PCGS# 2614. 


5099 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). With almost flawless surface texture for 
a Gem 1931 P-mint issue, this coin will satisfy all but the pickiest of 
collectors. Bursting with fiery-red color, and essentially mute on the 
subject of strike weakness, we are unable to find annoying blemish 
to report, save a slender tick before the portrait. 

PCGS# 2614. 

5100 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Exceptional for its powerful luster, a 
tick below the first A in AMERICA is the only immediately visible 
abrasion of which necessity dictated our mention. A wonderful piece 
for the Registry Set collector, or high-grade type enthusiast. 

PCGS# 2614. 


5101 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Smooth-looking for the Gem designa¬ 
tion, this medium-red colored Lincoln Cent is possessed of crisply 
impressed detail throughout, and frosty and ubiquitous luster. There 
is a slightly mottled array of pinkish-red tone at the upper-obverse 
surface that may interest the discerning numismatist. A mere 11 rep¬ 
resentatives of the issue have been certified finer by PCGS with RD 
color designation. 

PCGS# 2614. 

5102 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Blood-red color drips from the surfaces 
of this magnificent Lincoln Cent. Although there are a few pesky 
carbon flecks dotting the obverse, they are mostly well hidden 
amongst the intricate detail of the portraits shoulder. 

PCGS# 2614. 

5103 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). The brilliant-red color that has beset 
both sides of this Gem wanes a bit towards the obverse fields, but we 
find little to mention in terms of singularly detracting blemishes. 

PCGS# 2614. 


5104 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). A well struck example throughout, we 
find little to report in terms of visually distracting abrasions, 
although necessity compels our inclusion of some trivial and mostly 
annoying dots of carbon that have been almost exclusively confined 
to the obverse. 

PCGS# 2614. 
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5105 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Crisply impressed devices are the hall¬ 
mark of this piece, otherwise coated in a rich mint frost and ruby- 
red color. 

PCGS# 2614. 

5106 1931 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Beaming with a fiery-red color so 
intense as to seem inseparable from the frosty mint luster. A recipi¬ 
ent of obvious care since its inception, both sides are exceptionally 
smooth-looking for the grade. 

PCGS# 2614. 


5107 1931-S MS-66 RD (PCGS). With an original mintage of just 
866,000 pieces, the 1931-S is an always popular issue with collec¬ 
tors, and when a high-end Uncirculated example crosses the auction 
block, buyers are all but assured of fiercely contested bidding. This 
coin will be no exception, as it is wholly lustrous, with blushes of 
pinkish-red coloration interspersed with an otherwise rose-red 
sheen. A solid Gem, we find very little to describe in terms of blem¬ 
ish or distraction, with surfaces pleasantly smooth-looking. 

PCGS# 2620. 

5108 1931-S MS-65 RD (NGC). Both sides offer a somewhat wood¬ 
grained presentation visible at indirect light angles, but are otherwise 
free of mentionable distractions at this preservation level. Variegated 
swirls of pinkish-red tone appear on the reverse, as do a few pesky 
little flecks of color, but the balance of the piece remains pleasing. 

PCGS# 2620. 

5109 1932 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Rosy-red in sheen with a few streaks of 
variegated color on both sides. All devices stand in bold relief, hav¬ 
ing received a powerful strike from the coining press, and there are 
few blemishes to report in this grade level. 

PCGS# 2623. 


5110 1934 MS-67 RD (PCGS). Rich, cherry-red luster envelops both 
sides of this fantastic example of the ‘37 P-mint delivery. A superb 
Gem with outstanding eye appeal, and none but the most inane of 
abrasions and blemishes, this Lincoln Cent is seemingly marked for 
inclusion within a Registry Set of Lincoln Cents. 

PCGS# 2635. 

Ex: Benson. 


5111 1934-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). A perfect bidding opportunity for 
the Lincoln Cent Registry Set collector, this lot offers an expertly 
preserved example of a D-mint issue rarely found beyond Gem BU. 
Nearly above reproach as a Superb Gem, both sides virtually beam 
with plentiful mint frost, a sheen through which colors of cherry, 
orange, and rosy red can be observed at both direct and indirect light 
angles. Hands down one of the finest examples of the issue, this coin 
will undoubtedly please even the most astute of numismatists. 

PCGS Population: 19; with none finer in any grade. 

PCGS# 2638. 

5112 1936-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). A fiery-red tinted Superb Gem 
example of an issue with a relatively moderate original mintage at 
approximately 40 million pieces. Among the finest certified at 
PCGS, this is a wonderful opportunity for the Registry Set collector 
to acquire a piece of tremendous proportions. The luster is frosty, 
deep and ubiquitous, dogging every well struck detail, and we find 
only the most tender of distractions. 

PCGS# 2653. 


5113 1936-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). No example of the 1936 S-mint 
issue has been graded finer than this coin, and as such it falls square¬ 
ly into the domain of the Registry Set collector. Expertly preserved 
and conditionally scarce, both sides are all but silent on the topic of 
distracting abrasions, and splashes of faint toning appear at sporadic 
intervals. The design elements are expectably crisp and sharply 
defined, with nearly every detail delicately brought to attention. 

PCGS# 2656. 
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5114 1937 Proof-67 RD (PCGS). The U.S. Mint resumed production 
of proof specimens in 1936 after a nearly 20 year hiatus. Of all the 
proof issues delivered from this date, through the introduction of the 
Lincoln Memorial reverse in 1959, the ‘37 stands apart with the low¬ 
est original mintage of just 9,320 pieces. The coin in the present lot, 
however, has won an PR-67 grade, and as such it is a conditionally 
challenging representative of the issue, and it fully deserves such a 
designation. The surfaces are nearly pristine, with nary a distraction 
nor handling mark that merits description. Brilliant in sheen, the 
fields are superbly mirrored, a result of well-polished dies, and intri¬ 
cate planchet preparation. 

PCGS Population: 9/0. 

PCGS# 3338. 

5115 1937-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Fire-red luster beams through a 
thick Superb Gem coating of mint frost. Luxurious in appearance, a 
presentation only enhanced by a virtual lack of noteworthy blem¬ 
ishes, this piece will serve well in a high-grade type set. 

PCGS# 2662. 

5116 1938-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). A ridiculously slender tick between 
the N and E in ONE is the only blemish that we feel compelled to 
mention in this lofty grade, and is likely the only abrasion of impor¬ 
tance on this otherwise pristine and frosty Superb Gem. 

PCGS# 2674. 

5117 1939 MS-67 RI) (PCGS). Dominant shades of exuberant orange 
coloration cover the balance of this first-rate Lincoln Cent, but there 
are flashes luxuriant burgundy tone here and there. As befits the 
grade, both obverse and reverse are devoid of noteworthy abrasions 
and carbon spots. 

PCGS# 2677. 

5118 1939-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). Intensely lustrous in original red¬ 
dish-orange shades, both sides are remarkably well-impressed 
throughout all devices, ideally graded at the Superb Gem level of 
preservation, this coin comes from an original mintage of just over 
32 million pieces, a fact likely to endear this example to a high-end 
type collector. 

PCGS# 2683. 


5119 1940 MS-67 RD (PCGS). Lovely orange-red tone gently 
envelopes both sides of this piece, and this coloration deepens to a 
ruddy-fuchsia tone in a few spots. With no individual abrasions of 
note, this example of a fairly common issue will fit nicely into a date 
or type set of the finest quality. 

PCGS# 2686. 

5120 1940-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Both sides cartwheel light as they 
rotate under a lamp, and we note lavender highlights as the eye 
moves towards the obverse periphery. All devices are smartly 
impressed, and there is a nearly complete lack of annoyance from 
blemish or abrasion. 

PCGS# 2689. 

5121 1940-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). This is a stupendous Superb Gem, 
with a strongly textured and ubiquitous frosty luster. Both obverse 
and reverse are mute on the subject of outwardly bothersome annov- 
ances, although we do note as-struck die cracks on the upper-half of 
the reverse that are visible only under a loupe. 

PCGS# 2692. 

5122 1941 Proof-66 RD (NGC). This wonderfully original-lookim; 
Gem is positively awash with vibrant proof brilliance. All but free 
from pesky toning, there is a splash of darker brown coloration at 6 
o’clock on the reverse. Bereft of either handling mark or abrasion in 
this fantastic grade. 

PCGS# 3350. 

5123 1941 Proof-65 RB (PCGS). At the proof Gem grade, one expects 
certain attributes from a coin, including mostly blemish-free sur 
faces, blistering strike and an unfazed brilliance. These sentiments 
can be accurately applied to the specimen in the present lot, but the 
unusual aspect of this piece is its iridescent swaths and crescents of 
purple toning that dance across both obverse and reverse 
Undeniable in its eye appeal, this coin will make a great addition to 
a toned set of proof Lincolns. 

PCGS# 3349. 

5124 1942 MS-67 RD (PCGS). With a complexion as near to perfec 
tion as one may find without an unnecessary wait time, this coin is 
likely without peer in its grade level. Neither excessive grade limiting 
abrasion, nor bothersome strike weakness can be found on either 
side, and this coin stands a piece of numismatic excellence. 

PCGS# 2704. 

5125 1942-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Staggeringly original surfaces speak 
to the careful preservation of this piece since its creation. Medium- 
orange coloration creeps evenly over both sides, while even the most 
attentive of viewers would be hard-pressed to discover a visually 
annoying blemish on this Superb Gem. 

PCGS# 2707. 

5126 1942-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). Textured within the billowing, frosty 
luster is the original mint-red coloration that absolutely explodes 
from the surfaces of this piece. Both sides are smooth in sheen, 
speaking only to the most innocuous of distractions. 

PCGS# 2710. 

5127 1943-D MS-68 (PCGS). Sharply struck through nearly all seg¬ 
ments of the devices and legends, both sides are lustrous and frosts’. 
An essentially untoned example of the 1943-D Zinc-Coated steel 
Cent issue, this is a no-questions Superb Gem, and a coin we feel 
will find many bidders eagerly anticipating its crossing of the auction 
block. 

PCGS# 2714. 
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5128 1943-S MS-68 (PCGS). By far the scarcest of all the so-called steel 
Cents, the ‘43-S has an original mintage figure of just over 190 mil¬ 
lion pieces. PCGS has failed to certify an example of the issue any 
finer than the level of preservation represented by the piece in the 
current lot, a fact that only further serves to reinforce our accolades. 
Exceptionally well struck, all design motifs stand in unfathomable 
quality atop lustrous surfaces that seem almost beyond reproach. 

PCGS# 2717. 

5129 1944 MS-67 RD (PCGS). Positively tremendous eye appeal is the 
hallmark of this coin, as the color is a warm and inviting crimson 
red. There are no sizeable or mentionable blemishes at this grade 
level, excepting a slender abrasion to the left of ONE on the reverse. 

PCGS# 2722. 

5130 1944-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). A deep-red example that exemplifies 
fully frosted luster over crisply impressed and detailed devices. Mute 
on the subject of outwardly distracting abrasions, there are dots of 
light toning in the lower-reverse fields that we mention solely for 
accuracy. 

PCGS# 2725. 

5131 1944-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Brick-red colored in presentation, 
with scarcely an area of irksome strike weakness to report on this 
frosty and lustrous Superb Gem. 

PCGS# 2725. 


5132 1944-D/S MS-65 RD (PCGS). The 1944-D/S fetches a premium 
in almost any grade, and typical collectors of the series are usually 
satisfied with just about any obtainable example. This is not to say 
that more humble pieces are any less desirable, but only that high- 
grade coins of this date and mintmark combination tend to fall out¬ 
side the purview of the average collector’s economic capabilities. 
That said, a better-date type enthusiast, or Registry Set collector will 
do well to examine this piece closely at lot viewing, as it is one of 
uncommon quality. Spots of dark toning have begun to appear at 
rather infrequent intervals, and the luster is positively tremendous 
and abundant. A razor sharp strike has left design elements as close 
to ideal-looking as possible for a pure Gem that will surely find a 
comfortable home amongst other similarly graded Wheat Cents. 

PCGS Population: 15; just 6 finer in MS-66. 

PCGS# 2728. 


5133 1944-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). Lustrous, rosy-red surfaces are silent 
on the subject of annoying blemishes, save for the occasional carbon 
fleck on the reverse. Both sides present as essentially flawless, either 
to the naked eye, or under magnification. 

PCGS# 2731. 


5134 1945-S MS-68 RD (ANACS). Dominated by a rose-red color 
that seems to leap from the surfaces, we note a full and frosty mint 
luster that courses over both sides. Free from grade limiting abra¬ 
sions at this level of preservation, it is difficult to locate a single fault 
that warrants inclusion within this description. 

PCGS# 2740. 

5135 1946 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Simply phenomenal reddish-orange 
complexion speaks to a minimal accumulation of irksome distrac¬ 
tions on both sides. Crisply impressed throughout, the luster is 
intense and lustrous. 

PCGS# 2743. 

5136 1946-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). Deeply frosted luster interplays with 
a scintillating red complexion. There are no sizeable distractions or 
abrasions worthy of description at this Superb Gem level of 
preservation. 

PCGS# 2749. 

5137 1947 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Save for a few tiny flecks of carbon over 
both sides, the rose-red coloration present on this ‘47 P-mint 
Lincoln Cent preens as the coin rotates under a lamp. The luster is 
radiant, the strike sharp throughout, and the surfaces all but mute 
on the subject of grade limiting abrasions. 

PCGS# 2752. 

5138 1947-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Both sides are fully lustrous with 
sharply struck devices, while the obverse reflects highlights of light- 
orange coloration. 

PCGS# 2755. 

5139 1948 MS-66 RD (PCGS). A tempered-red color has beset both 
sides of this powerfully struck Gem. Save for some trivial business on 
Lincolns shoulder and temple, as well as a few minute ticks on the 
reverse, this piece is lovely with respect to surface texture. Boldly, if 
not sharply impressed throughout, we offer an extraordinary sur¬ 
vivor of a rather common date. 

PCGS# 2761. 
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5140 1948-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Conditionally challenging at this 
level of preservation, both obverse and reverse present authentic- 
looking, blazingly red coloration. Unusually free of abrasion, even in 
this already lofty numeric grade, this coin is an ideal representative 
of the issue for the Registry Set collector, as PCGS has encapsulated 
no finer piece with the RD distinction. Boldly struck throughout, 
with crisply impressed devices and legends. 

PCGS# 2764. 

5141 1948-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). Save for a very slight tick between 
ONE and CENT on the reverse, neither distracting blemishes nor 
irksome strike weakness are seen on either side of this high-quality 
example of a relatively modest S-mint delivery. Orange-red colored 
in appearance, this piece absolutely drips with frosty mint luster. 

PCGS# 2767. 

5 142 1949 MS-66 RD (PCGS). The brick-red color wanes a bit to pale- 
orange highlights in places, but it is fervid in its offering of luster, 
with exceptionally well preserved surfaces, even for the assigned 
grade. 

PCGS# 2770. 



5143 1949-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Bursting with frosty-red color and 
luster, this top-of-the-pop Lincoln Cent is a nearly ideal representa¬ 
tive of the issue. Otherwise glassy-smooth for the grade, we feel com¬ 
pelled to note just a few slender abrasions behind Lincolns ear, 
although they hardly effect the overall presentation of the piece. 

PCGS# 2773. 


5144 1949-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). Undeniable in its appeal, this Superb 
Gem is a fantastic representative of the issue, with a faint touch of 
strike weakness at the upper-left reverse, and tenuous as-made die 
polish lines over both sides. Displaying a lustrous, orange-red color, 
we find very few abrasions worthy of mention at this level of 
preservation. 

PCGS# 2776. 



5145 1950 MS-67 RD (PCGS). Both sides present as solidly struck, 
without areas of irksome strike weakness worthy of mention. A 
bewildering coating of thick mint frost envelopes both sides of this 
piece, through which we find a number of die polish lines. As a con¬ 
ditionally challenging representative of the date, neither side pres¬ 
ents a remarkable blemish that merits elucidation in this description. 

PCGS Population: 17/0. 

PCGS# 2779. 

Ex: Joshua and Ally Walsh Collection, as noted on the insert. 



5146 1950-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). From an original delivery of 334 
million pieces comes one of the finest-known representatives of the 
date, an example that is absolutely stupefying in its presentation. 
Neither obverse nor reverse offers a singularly noteworthy detrac¬ 
tion, and although the orange-red color present on both sides of this 
Superb Gem wanes a bit to a light-orange tone. This is a supremely 
satisfying coin for the Registry Set collector. 

PCGS# 2782. 
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5147 1950-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). With no example of the issue certi¬ 
fied finer at PCGS, we are confident in our recommendation of this 
piece to the Registry Set enthusiast. Aside for some harmless strike 
weakness at the upper-left obverse, we find no other distractions to 
report. Lovingly enveloped by blazing-red tone throughout, this 
coin is also ideal for the high-end type enthusiast seeking a frosty 
and lustrous Superb Gem, due to its bountiful original mintage fig¬ 
ure, and large number of MS survivors. 

PCGS# 2785. 

5148 1951 MS-66 RD (PCGS). A marvelous, well-struck and glittering 
Gem example of the issue, both sides enchant the viewer with a 
mouth-watering orange-red color throughout. An exciting bidding 
opportunity for the type collector. 

PCGS# 2788. 

5149 1951-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). Demonstrating the very slight, as- 
made surface granularity so often seen on examples of this issue, this 
1951-S Cent is a high-quality survivor with no superior in terms of 
numeric designation. Every bit the Superb Gem, we find no areas of 
bothersome striking incompleteness to report, and a perfect red-rose 
color that does no more than define the RD distinction. 

PCGS# 2794. 

5150 1952 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Positively drenched in an exceptional 
orange-red luster, this is a solidly graded high-end Gem. The only 
outwardly distracting blemishes to report are a few flecks of carbon, 
more obvious on the reverse than obverse, and a sliver of color above 
T in ONE CENT. 

PCGS# 2797. 

5151 1952-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). The obverse of this Superb Gem 
Lincoln Cent divulges a smattering of carbon flecks across the 
obverse, but otherwise we find scarcely a whisper of toning on either 
side. Suitably struck through most detail, without an area of pesky 
weakness to report, nor a single piece certified finer, this wholly lus¬ 
trous piece will suit either the Registry Set collector, or the high-end 
type enthusiast. 

PCGS# 2800. 

5152 1953 Proof-67 RD Cameo (NGC). This orange-red Superb Gem 
is sharply struck with nary a distracting blemish of importance. 
Light, mottled haziness drifts towards the right borders on both 
sides, but the original mint finish is fully discernible in all areas. 

PCGS# 3368. 


5153 1953 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Save for a minute tick above ONE of 
ONE CENT on the reverse, we note no individually mentionable 
blemishes at this solid-Gem level of preservation. Exceptionally well 
blanketed in a deep-red and frosty sheen of mint luster, the devices 
are well demarcated at virtually every point of detail. 

PCGS# 2806. 

5154 1954 MS-66 RD (PCGS). A mere point shy of the Superb Gem 
designation, both sides are wrapped in a fulsome red luster, dramat¬ 
ic in its appearance. There are wispy streaks of darker toning on the 
obverse worthy of further examination, as well as areas of a more 
orange-red color, but the piece is otherwise bold in strike and suit¬ 
ably detailed for the grade. 

PCGS# 2815. 


5155 1955 MS-67 RD (PCGS). The coin in the present lot offers an 
extraordinary opportunity for the Registry Set enthusiast, as aside 
from the sheer paltry number of pieces certified at the Superb Gem 
level of preservation, this simply fantastic example possesses a stu¬ 
pendous degree of eye appeal. First, an even, blush-red color per¬ 
vades both obverse and reverse, interrupted only by a few innocuous 
carbon spots and wispy streaks of darker tint on the reverse. 
Essentially free from abrasion, even at this grand numeric grade, this 
will be a centerpiece in many a fine collection of Lincoln Cents. 

PCGS Population: 11/0 finer. 

PCGS# 2824. 


5156 1955 Doubled Die Obverse. MS-62 BN (NGC). Presenting a 
glossy, dark chocolate-brown sheen over both sides, vestiges of orig¬ 
inal mint brilliance still cling to surface area near the rim. We find 
abrasions over the balance of the piece, but none of them are unusu¬ 
al for a coin at a strictly Uncirculated level of preservation. The 
famous doubling is in bold evidence on the obverse of this coin, and 
for the collector seeking an affordable representative of what is one 
of the most famous numismatic rarities across the entire spectrum of 
U.S. coinage, then look no further, and prepare worthy bids, for this 
is an issue that comes under heavy pressure in essentially every grade. 

PCGS# 2825. 
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5157 1955-S MS-67 RD (PCGS). Warm medium-red color covers 
both sides, while the luster is abundant in its frosty sheen. 
Exceptionally well preserved, this is a delightful coin for the type col¬ 
lector. 

PCGS# 2833. 


5158 1957-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Offering a pale, orange-gold color 
that showcases a bit of rose-red tint here and there on both sides, we 
find just a trace of strike weakness at PLU in E PLURIBUS UNUM, 
but no visibly detracting blemishes at this Superb Gem level of 
preservation. A tremendous layer of mint frost covers the obverse 
and reverse of this technically superior Lincoln Cent. 

PCGS Population: 17: none finer with the RD designation. 

PCGS# 2845. 


5159 1958 MS-67 RD (PCGS). Conditionally challenging this nice, 
sporting a population of just 19 at PCGS, with none finer, this 1958 
P-mint Lincoln Cent is a great opportunity for the Registry Set col¬ 
lector to add an eye appealing, nearly ideal piece to his/her holdings. 
Br !liant-red color uniformly covers both the obverse and reverse, 
and although we do note a few carbon flecks over either side, and we 
find no readily visible trace of strike weakness. 

PCGS Population: 19/0. 

PCGS# 2848. 

5160 1958-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Exceptional in almost every regard, 
neither side of this Superb Gem offers even the most inane of wispy 
abrasions for the grade. Well struck throughout, we see no areas of 
irksome strike weakness, nor a waning of the frothy and rich luster. 

PCGS# 2851. 

5161 1959 MS-67 RD (NGC). Remarkable in both quality of strike 
and intense brick-red color, this Superb Gem is very near to perfec¬ 
tion at this grade level, as we are hardly able to discern even the most 
wispy of blemishes. 

PCGS# 2854. 


5162 1972 FS-033.3. Doubled Die Obverse. MS-64 RD (PCGS). A 
lustrous and appealing near-Gem that offers rose-red colored sur¬ 
faces blanketed in a lovely coating of mint frost that wanes a bit on 
the reverse. Solidly struck, we note very little to report in terms abra¬ 
sions or blemishes. 

PCGS# 2950. 


5163 1983 FS-036. Doubled Die Reverse. MS-67 RD (NGC). This 
wonderfully lustrous Superb Gem Lincoln Cent boasts effervescent 
brick-red color over both sides. Mute on the subject of grade-limit¬ 
ing abrasions, although we do notice a slight bit of as-made surface 
roughness, especially on the reverse. The doubling is boldly appar¬ 
ent, even to the unaided aye. 

PCGS# 3056. 

Silver Three-Cent Pieces 



5164 1857 Proof-64 (NGC). The Guide Book does not list a proof 
mintage figure for 1857, but coinfacts.com estimates the figure at just 
75 pieces. PCGS and NGC have certified 128 examples of the issue, 
and with many of these surely being resubmissions, this original pro¬ 
duction figure seems approximate, but generally accurate. 
Nonetheless, proofs of the first six-years of delivery are underrated 
and overlooked by most type and series collectors with respect to 
their absolute rarity, making this near-Gem a sleeper in the truest 
sense. Both obverse and reverse display faint as-struck die polish 
lines, and neither side of this well-preserved planchet reveal any but 
the most innocuous of handling marks. 

PCGS# 3704. 

5165 1862 MS-64 (PCGS). An essentially untoned example from a rel¬ 
atively common year, neither obverse nor reverse present outwardly 
distracting blemishes, save for those in strict accordance with the 
near-Gem grade. Boldly struck throughout, we find just a bit of triv¬ 
ial weakness in the obverse design motifs. 

PCGS# 3680. 
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5166 1864 MS-67 PL (NGC). A phenomenal prooflike example of the 
1864 Silver Three-Cent piece, an issue with a relatively modest orig¬ 
inal mintage figure of 12,000 pieces. Although Mint State survivors 
of this date are common up to the Gem level of preservation, in the 
Superb Gem grade with a PL finish, they are all but impossible to 
obtain, with just 2 examples certified finer than the present lot. 
Brilliant in sheen, we also note charming as-struck die clashing, most 
easily observed in the obverse fields immediately surrounding the 
star. The strike is crisp and uniformly sharp, and detailed enough to 
also appear prooflike, although we typically only think of frosted 
devices and satiny-to-brilliant fields. The most remarkable feature of 
this piece, however, is the fantastic spectrum of original-looking ton¬ 
ing, which graces the obverse in an electric-blue and champagne- 
pink tint, and the reverse in a positively shimmering deep, purplish- 
blue colored iridescence. 

NGC Census: 1; just 2 finer in MS-68 with the PL designation. 

PCGS# 3684. 


5167 1869 MS-66 (NGC). A breathtaking piece that is endowed with 
spectacular orange, sea-green and cobalt-blue toning. This is a 
delightful example of a Type III, Three-Cent Silver piece, and these 
feature a demonstrably lower mintage than the rest of the series. This 
coin is one of 4,500 pieces minted for its year of issue, and it repre¬ 
sents a significant opportunity for the discriminating collector to 
consider, because NGC has not certified many pieces of this date at 
this grade level or above, and because this coin is superb in quality. 
Not many blemishes are present, and it requires magnification to see 
them. The luster is satiny and exhibits considerable Prooftike reflec¬ 
tivity, and the strike is needle-sharp in its execution. Beautiful and 
original, this is a coin of immense desirability. 

NGC Census: 8/3. 

PCGS# 3689. 


5168 1871 MS-67 PL (NGC). Topping out the Census data at NGC 
for the 1871 Three-Cent Silver with a PL finish is the example in the 
present lot. Registry Set collectors will surely take note of this coin, 
not only for its superior Superb Gem designation, but also for its 

' tremendous eye appeal. A sheen of iridescent highlights have 
enveloped both sides of this example in twinges of gunmetal-gray, 
ice-blue and cobalt-azure, while the underlying prooflike fields 
shimmer in their resplendent reflectivity. Virtually abrasion free, we 
find little to report on the topic of visually detracting abrasions. 

5169 1871 MS-65 PL (NGC). As with many Three-Cent Silver pieces 
from the 1870s and 1880s, 1871 saw a relatively limited delivery of 
the denomination, with just 604,000 pieces. This coin, similar to 
many other examples of low-mintage production runs, has prooflike 
fields, the result of well-polished dies. A crisply impressed Gem, 
both sides are virtually mute on the topic of toning, although curls 
of pinkish-yellow color emerge from the otherwise silver-gray sur¬ 
faces at indirect light angles. 

PCGS# 3692. 

Nickel Three-Cent Pieces 


5170 1865 Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). From an original proof mintage 
of just 500 pieces, the 1865 Three-Cent Nickel is popular among 
better-date type collectors for its first-year-of-issue status for the 
type, but in the PR-65 preservation level, this example will also gain 
attention from specialist collector. Deep mirrors contrast ideally 
with the frosted motifs, and although the bulk of the piece appears 
untoned at direct light angles, shades of pink toning begin to appear 
as the piece rotates under a lamp. 

PCGS# 83761. 
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5171 1867 Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). As the third-year of issue for the 
series, this proof representative is a splendid opportunity for either the 
high-grade type collector, or proof specialist to obtain a wonderful 
example of the date. Deeply mirrored fields contrast boldly with the 
sharply struck, well-frosted devices, and although one may perceive a 
slightly mottled, steely-gray presentation, every aspect of this coin 
stands in exceptional deference to the Proof-66 Cameo designation. 

PCGS Population: 11; with none finer. 

PCGS# 83763. 



5172 1871 Proof-67 (NGC). Brilliant in appearance and virtually flawless, 
as befits the Superb Gem designation, this proof Three-Cent Nickel 
offers little to mention in this description save for a tiny, as-made 
planchet flaw in Liberty’s coronet. With just 7 peers graded at NGC, 
this coin falls squarely into the realm of the Registry Set collector 
searching for a nigh perfect example of this 960 piece P-mint delivery. 

NGC Census: 7/0. 

PCGS# 3767. 



5173 1872 Proof-66 (PCGS). Crisply raised devices harbor minutely 
demarcated detail, and rest atop mirrors of illimitable depth. We 
find no areas of annoying strike weakness, as befits the grade, nor do 
we observe blemishes or distracting handling marks that beg descrip¬ 
tion. Iron-gray colored in appearance, with pale-rose tinted high¬ 
lights. A tremendous proof for the Registry Set collector. 

PCGS Population: 16/0. 

PCGS# 3768. 


5174 1872 MS-66 (PCGS). A slate-gray, condition-census representa¬ 
tive of the date, this 1872 Three-Cent Nickel has no superior at 
PCGS. Entombed long ago in an old, green insert-variant PCGS 
holder, both sides of this remarkable example are blessed by a deli¬ 
cate and frosty sheen of mint luster. Other than a couple annoying 
flecks of carbon on the reverse, this slightly woodgrained-appearing 
piece offers essentially no distracting blemishes. 

PCGS# 3738. 



5175 1875 Proof-66 (PCGS). This otherwise dove-gray piece also pos¬ 
sesses some lightly mottled coloration on the obverse, and a few very 
faint flecks of carbon that do little to detract from the overall pres¬ 
entation. Pleasingly struck, and possessed of wonderfully mirrored 
fields, we find this coin to be an unusually well-preserved represen¬ 
tative of the date. 

PCGS Population: 12; with none finer. 

There are a number of as-made die polish lines visible on the reverse that we note 
for the sake of accuracy. 

PCGS# 3771. 
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5178 1878 Proof-67 (PCGS). Bound by an almost incomprehensible 
mint brilliance, the deeply mirrored fields of this piece are exemplars 
for the series, since they appear so smooth and glassy, even for a 
Superb Gem. The devices are soundly struck and frosty, and we note 
—^ only a few freckles of darker toning on otherwise slate-gray colored 
surfaces. 

PCGS Population: 14: with 1 finer in PR-68. 

PCGS# 3774. 


5177 1877 Proof-66 Cameo (NGC). The year 1877 saw a proof-only 
delivery of the Three-Cent Nickel, a denomination often overlooked 
by collectors because of its size and relative obscurity. Those looking 
for a fascinating new avenue to pursue in the numismatic field 
should consider the example in the present lot, for it is a wonderful 
proof Gem. Brilliantly mirrored fields support richly frosted devices 
and legends, and both sides are virtually mute on the subject of ton¬ 
ing. We find very few handling marks, even for the numeric grade, 
suggesting the appearance of a Superb Gem piece. 

PCGS# 83773. 


5179 1879 Proof-68 (NGC). Dressed in a mostly pale-gray sheen, nei¬ 
ther side of this conditionally rare proof Three-Cent Nickel offers a 
single noteworthy and/or sizeable abrasion at this level of preserva¬ 
tion. An eye catching example, and one of the finest-known exam¬ 
ples of the issue at NGC, there is a faintly dappled sweep of charcoal 
coloration over both sides. Save for a bit of strike weakness at the 
lower reverse, we see little to detract from the general presentation of 
the piece. 

NGC Census: 5; with none finer. 

PCGS# 3775. 

5180 1880 Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). A glittering Gem with watery and 
brilliant fields that stand deeply mirrored, with nary a distracting 
blemish in sight. Deeply frosted devices and legends mark this coin 
as a nearly ideal specimen at the PR-65 grade level. 

PCGS# 83776. 

5181 1881 Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). Both the obverse and reverse are 
flecked with a pale-apricot tone that is virtually invisible, save when 
viewed at indirect light angles. Sharply struck, with nothing to 
describe with respect to individually mentionable abrasions, and 
seemingly headed for inclusion in a type set of premier quality. 

PCGS# 83777. 

5182 1881 Proof-66 (NGC). An almost ideally preserved representative 
of the type, the essentially untoned surfaces allow for full apprecia¬ 
tion of the powerfully mirrored surfaces. With scarcely a visible han¬ 
dling mark in evidence that fails to strictly comply with the numer¬ 
ic designation, this is a positively inviting proof Three-Cent Nickel. 

PCGS# 3777. 

Ex: Richmond Collection. 


5176 1875 Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). Brilliantly reflective fields and 
boldly frosted devices provide Cameo contrast of the highest order 
on both sides, while a light-golden sheen is noted as this Gem dips 
into a light. A small as-made raised lump of metal appears on 
Liberty’s cheek, and is noted here for accuracy’s sake. Flecked with 
the occasional dot of darker tone, we find little to report with respect 
to mentionable and/or grade limiting abrasions. 

NGC Census: 2; just 2 finer with Cameo distinction. 

PCGS# 83771. 
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5183 1883 Proof-67 (PCGS). A vibrant piece that is adorned with tan¬ 
talizing, gold, scarlet and light-blue iridescent toning that is attrac¬ 
tive and breathtaking. The toning lies in a pattern where a swath of 
lavender crosses the upper portion of the devices, with the light-blue 
toning creating a circle of color that looks as if it were created from 
the palette of an accomplished artist. The beauty of this piece is 
tremendous, not only because it is toned, but also due to the satiny, 
watery proof surfaces it possesses. The strike is bold and blemishes 
are minimal. There is nothing quite as alluring as an attractively 
toned proof coin, because the colors and mirrored surfaces combine 
in a special way that can only delight the senses of an appreciative 
numismatist. This one is superb in every respect. 

PCGS# 3779. 


5184 1883 Proof-67 (PCGS). Found in an older PCGS holder with 
light-green insert, this Superb Gem proof is virtually free from han¬ 
dling marks at this level of preservation. Both sides have a slight 
wood-grained appearance, with the reverse presenting a bit of laven- 
df tone at the upper-right wreath. PCGS has graded a mere 4 exam¬ 
ples of the issue finer than the piece in the present lot. 

PCGS# 3779. 

5185 1886 Proof -66 (NGC).The 1886 was struck in proof-only format 
to the tune of 4,290 pieces, and the present example has been unusu 
ally well-preserved through the years. There are a few carbon spots 
on the reverse, but the surfaces are mostly silent on the subject of 
coloration. Perfect for both the high-grade proof collector and the 
specialist, as there is just one known example of the issue certified 
finer. 

NGC Census: 19: just I finer in PR-67. 

PCGS# 3782. 

5186 1887/6 Proof-65 (NGC). Virtually mute on the topic of out 
wardly distracting blemishes or handling marks, this Gem proof 
Three-Cent Nickel is seemingly earmarked for the high-end type set. 
Save for a dash of color at the neck truncation, this coin is essential¬ 
ly free from mentionable toning, dressed as it is in a sheen of pale- 
gray coloration. 

PCGS# 3784. 



5187 1888 Proof-67 Cameo (PCGS). As a nearly ideal representative of 
the proof Three-Cent Nickel, we find this example commendable to 
almost any collector, but as a coin with just 6 known peers, we rec¬ 
ommend this piece to the Registry Set enthusiast as well. The won¬ 
derfully frosted devices reside in dramatic Cameo contrast to the 
softly mirrored fields, an effect that lends a fantastic degree of eye 
appeal to an already impressive exemplar of the issue. Under high- 
powered magnification, we are unable to find even the most paltry 
of handling marks meriting description on this somewhat wood- 
grained Superb Gem. 

PCGS Population: 6: none finer. 

PCGS# 83785. 

5188 1889 Proof -66 (PCGS). A bright, shimmering example with onl 
a couple, light blemishes evidertt. Spectacular in appearance and 
impressive in its quality. 

PCGS# 3786. 

5189 1889 Proof -66 (PCGS). Steely-gray colored in appearance, both 
obverse and reverse are silent on the subject of distracting blemishes 
in this numeric grade. A sharply struck and carefully preserved proof 
representative of the type. 

PCGS# 3786. 

Nickel Five-Cent Pieces 


5190 1866 Rays. Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). A popular first-year of 
issue, proof Gem representatives usually under consistent pressure 
from better-date type collectors looking for an extremely sharp 
example of the date. As just such a coin, we expect strong bidding 
when this lot crosses the auction block. Save for an as-made planchet 
flaw near the center of the reverse, we find little to distract the view¬ 
ers attention when marveling at the slightly satiny proof sheen that 
has dressed both sides of this lovely Nickel. Untoned and well struck. 

PCGS# 83817. 
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Astounding Rarity: Proof 
1867 With Rays Shield Nickel 

Graded PCGS PR-62 


5191 1867 Rays. Proof-62 (PCGS). A notably rare coin, with only 69 
representatives certified by PCGS and NGC combined. Some of 
these represent resubmissions and the actual mintage is unknown, 
so it is difficult to determine how many actual pieces are available. 
Bowers estimates there to be only 55-80 made, in his new book, A 
Guide Book of Shield and Liberty Head Nickels, 2006. The 2007 edi¬ 
tion of the Red Book lists the mintage with a succinct 25+ figure. 
In any case, this is a rare coin of substantial significance. 

This coin is endowed with an even, moderate layer of golden- 
orange patina that masks the underlying Proof surfaces. Only faint 
reflectivity, among the dentils, is discernable at all. Bowers reveals 
that Proof examples of 1867 Rays Nickels all exhibit mirror-like 
edges, with some having wire rims and others rounded. This evi¬ 
dence is impossible to distinguish in the present case, as the gasket 
of the PCGS capsule obviously covers the edges and almost all of 
the rims. What can be seen is an extremely detailed strike, with 
design elements that demonstrate a very high relief, and this is most 
apparent in the ornamentation at the bottom of the shield. All of 
the reverse stars are sharply and deeply defined, as are the rays and 
all of the horizontal and vertical stripes of the shield. The strike is 
very nearly full, which is an unusual characteristic for a business 
strike Shield Nickel, but not nearly as unusual for a Proof strike. 
Four significant abrasions are visible, these consisting of moderate 
depressions. Two reside near the right-obverse rim, while the others 
are situated in the portion of the lower-right reverse, with one near 
the edge. These blemishes, along with the hazy nature of the pati¬ 
na, account for the modest, assigned grade. Even so, it is difficult to 
be finicky when a rare coin of this magnitude is encountered. 
Considering its rarity and the modest grade, this is a very desirable 
coin and it is quite attractive and pleasing for a PR-62 specimen. 

PCGS# 3818. 



5192 1870 Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). A true proof Cameo, this 1870 
Shield Nickel ranks among the finest so-designated examples of the 
issue at PCGS. As a conditionally challenging survivor from a rela¬ 
tively modest original delivery of 1,000 pieces, this representative 
—will undoubtedly fit ably into a type set of the finest quality. A recip¬ 
ient of a powerful strike throughout, so evidenced by the remarkably 
raised devices and legends, the planchet was obviously one of the 
foremost in its production run, for the surfaces are as near to flaw¬ 
less as one can expect for a representative of this delivery. 

PCGS# 83824. 



5193 1873 Open 3. MS-66 (NGC). Conditionally challenging this 
nice, one rarely encounters an 1873 Open 3 Shield Nickel so well 
preserved. With nary an outwardly distracting blemish to report on 
either side of this solidly graded Gem, this piece apparently received 
a powerful blow from the dies, as almost all devices are remarkably 
well struck for the issue. Purple and blue iridescence appears on both 
obverse and reverse, although this presentation is decidedly more 
clear on the former, while the dominant tone is a pale, rose-gray 
color that intimately intermingles with a bountiful coating of thick 
mint frost. 

NGC Census: 4; none finer. 

PCGS# 3800. 

5194 1882 Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). The penultimate year in the 
Shield Nickel series saw a delivery of 3,100 pieces, a figure nothing 
more than average for the era. A conditionally challenging issue, 
PCGS has certified only 12 examples finer than the proof Gem in 
the present lot, making this an ideal opportunity for the Registry Set 
collector to acquire a high-grade representative of the date. The 
dense, steely-gray color lightens a bit at the very edges of the obverse, 
the surfaces free from irksome handling marks, and the strike is bold 
and sharp. 

PCGS# 83837. 
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5195 1882 Proof-66 Cameo (NGC). A proof Shield Nickel sure to 
ingratiate itself to the high-end type collector for its nearly pristine 
Gem level of preservation, neither side speaks to even a sliver of col¬ 
oration visible through the slightly satiny proof brilliance. All devices 
are crisply impressed and frosted as befits the Cameo designation, 
and the incredible pressure required to raise impressions on the cop¬ 
per-nickel planchets. We report no areas of irksome strike incom¬ 
pleteness, nor pesky abrasions incommensurate with the grade. 

PCGS# 93837. 



5196 1883 No CENTS. Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). Fully deserving of 
its Cameo contrast, the powerfully wrought devices on this Gem are 
intricately frosted, and glower over the mirrored surfaces that reflect 
the careful planchet and die preparation required to strike a coin 
with this level of eye appeal. A few swirls of slightly opaque toning 
appear on both obverse and reverse, however they are all but invisi¬ 
ble without the help of magnification. 

PCGS# 83878. 



5197 1833 No CENTS. Proof-65 Ultra Cameo (NGC). Specialists 
covet the date as well for its historical significance, for nearly every 
collector knows the “gold-plated” rumor that abounds with respect 
to this issue. Whatever the reason for acquisition, we feel strongly 
that few coins will surpass the present specimen in terms of techni¬ 
cal appeal, as it is as near to flawless in almost every regard to which 
a solid Gem may aspire. Smooth-looking, with minimal handling 
marks and nary an ounce of toning. 

NGC Census: 2: with just 4 finer. 

PCGS# 83878. 


5198 1883 No CENTS. Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). As the first-year of 
issue, and one-year status as a type, the 1883 No CENTS Liberty 
Nickels comes under heavy pressure from better-date type collectors. 
The reflective and smooth-looking fields have developed a somewhat 
dappled array of orange-red color, and the dies have lent a beautiful 
layer of mint frost to the devices. 

PCGS# 83878. 



5199 1883 CENTS. MS-66 (PCGS). The luster on this first-year of 
issue Liberty Nickel is frosty and intense, although it wanes a bit 
over the reverse legends. Boldly, if not sharply struck, the left-hand 
corn on the reverse of this example is soft in detail, as well as the 
upper right-obverse stars, but this hardly limits the eye appeal of the 
coin, as it is nearly a standard for the series. Mosdy untoned in pres¬ 
entation, neither side exhibits excessively worrisome abrasions, as all 
those readily apparent adhere to the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 3844. 

5200 1884 Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). As befits the Gem Cameo desig¬ 
nation, all legends and devices have been sharply raised against bold¬ 
ly mirrored fields. Struck in just the second-year of delivery for the 
series, the surfaces of this proof specimen are essentially mute on the 
subject of toning, save some golden peripheral color, and fail to 
divulge even the most innocuous of handling marks. 

PCGS# 83882. 



5201 1885 Proof-67 Cameo (NGC). Mostly br lliant in appearance, we 
do note some very faint, satiny luster here and there. Although at 
first blush, this is a piece that presents as untoned, under close 
inspection this example reveals one or two slender dots of orange- 
gold color. The devices are deeply frosted, as befits the Cameo dis¬ 
tinction, and well struck as one expects at this superior numeric 
grade. Mostly free of handling marks, those that do appear align in 
strict accordance with the Superb Gem level of preservation. 

i h the ★ designation. 

PCGS# 83883. 
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5206 1895 MS-65 (PCGS). A rose-gray tone has enveloped both sides 
of this softly textured Liberty Nickel, although there is a swirl of var¬ 
iegated color before Liberty’s nose, and another in front of the throat 
that should be addressed at lot viewing. Possessed of great luster and 
a solid strike for the issue, this is a great coin for both the specialist 
and the high-end type collector. 

PCGS# 3856. 


5204 1891 Proof-66 Ultra Cameo (NGC). This lightly toned proof 
Gem was the object of much care from its inception to the current 
time, for the frosty and crisply detailed devices and legends were 
impressed on a planchet of essentially flawless texture. What’s more, 
TrLas endured the passage of time with none but the most paltry of 
handling marks, and although the balance of the piece is basically 
untoned, a few dots of orange color occasionally appear on both 
sides, the most noteworthy conglomeration in the lower-left-obverse 
field. Conditionally rare this nice, as NGC has certified just 2 PR- 
66 pieces, with 1 finer. 

NGC Census: 2: just 1 finer (MS-67) with the UC designation. 

PCGS# 93889. 

5205 1894 MS-63 (ANACS). Boldly if not sharply impressed, the 
devices reveal only the faintest traces of weakness, while the surfaces 
speak to neither sizeable nor mentionable blemish. There are fly- 
specks of toning on both sides, more noticeable on the reverse than 
obverse, and accuracy dictates our inclusion of a few as-made die 
cracks careening through the fields. 

PCGS# 3855. 


202 1887 Proof-66 (PCGS). An otherwise silver-gray colored planchet 
presents a faint hint of golden-yellow tone at the center of Liberty’s 
portrait. As a Gem-proof representative of this issue that offers a fair 
amount satiny-proof luster, neither side offers an abrasion nor men¬ 
tionable area of strike weakness that begs description. 

PCGS# 3885. 


203 1887 MS-66 (NGC). An astounding piece that features an impres¬ 
sive, needle-sharp strike that is essentially full. Every star is fully 
defined, as are the hair details of Liberty, and almost every kernel of 
corn on the reverse wreath. Not to be outdone, the sparkling surfaces 
glow with extreme brilliance, due to the glistening luster that cas¬ 
cades around the coin. Only a couple, trivial blemishes are evident, 
though these are offset by the delicate, golden patina that lies on the 
surfaces, adding even further appeal to an already spectacular coin. 

NGC Census: 16/1. 

PCGS# 3848. 
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5207 1898 Proof-66 Cameo (NGC). A coin many may see as an almost 
ideal representative of the grade and issue with the Cameo designa¬ 
tion, we assure all collectors that examples with a higher numeric 
grade do indeed exist. Nevertheless, this piece certainly stands 
among the finest in terms of sheer eye appeal, as the deeply frosted 
devices seem to float atop brilliant fields boasting a trace of proof lus¬ 
ter. A fantastic strike has clearly raised almost every detail on this 
piece, one destined for the finest of type sets. 

PCGS# 3896. 

5208 1910 Proof-66 (PCGS). This proof Liberty Nickel that explodes 
with color when it dips into a light, as one will observe a radiant 
sheen of golden-yellow and champagne-pink iridescence. For the 
sake of accuracy, we feel compelled to include a smattering of dark¬ 
er toning flecks over the reverse, but we are unable to find other sin¬ 
gularly mentionable abrasions at this grade. 

PCGS# 3908. 

5209 1910 MS-65 (PCGS). A delightful Gem that is adorned with love¬ 
ly, gold and blue toning. The strike is bold, with ample left-side corn 
evident, though the stars on the obverse are unevenly struck. Only a 
few, shallow abrasions are present, while the appeal is quite pleasant. 

PCGS# 3871. 


5210 1912-D MS-66 (PCGS). Excluding of course the 1913, the 1912- 
D has the 5th-lowest original-mintage figure for the entire series at 
8.4 million pieces. As such it finds constant attention from better 
date type collectors, and as the sole D-mint issue of the series, it 
enjoys popularity with mintmark enthusiasts as well. Without a 
finer-certified representative of the date at PCGS, this top-of-the- 
pop coin resides squarely within the domain of the Registry Set afi¬ 
cionado, and as such will likely spur serious contention on auction 
da ,. Boldly struck throughout, excepting those spots typically poor¬ 
ly defined, like the left-hand reverse corn, and obverse stars 7-11, 
this highly lustrous and pale-gray appearing Liberty Nickel is of out¬ 
standing quality. 

PCGS has not grade a single example of the issue finer than this piece. 

PCGS# 3874. 



5211 1912-S MS-64 (NGC). With a low mintage figure of 238,000 
pieces, this is the lowest production of the series for official Mint 
releases, plus this is the only San Francisco Mint Nickel of the 
Liberty Head series. It is an ever popular issue as a result. This coin 
is completely original and wholesome, as exemplified by the presence 
of a moderate patina of attractive, auburn color. Soft, muted luster 
appears underneath the toning, and it is more satiny than frosty. 
Only a few, very shallow abrasions reside upon the surfaces, which 
are bereft of any major distractions. The strike is commendable, 
every star is needle-sharp in definition, while the left-side ear of corn 
is very nearly full. The only weakness, and this is slight, can be seen 
in the hair curls over Liberty’s forehead. This is a very attractive, 
highly-sought example of a key date, its eminent quality is obvious. 

PCGS# 3875. 


5212 191 3 Buffalo. Type 1. MS-68 (NGC). This is a magnificent coin, 
due to the wonderful, original toning it possesses. The obverse is 
bathed in a luminescent blend of rose, bright-green and gold color, 
while the reverse is coated in a blend of orange-gold, scarlet and 
turquoise hues. The strike is sharp as a needle, with the only faint¬ 
ness being in the letters of LIBERTY. Ample, frosty luster glistens 
and shines from underneath the exceptional toning, while blemish¬ 
es are virtually non-existent. This coin will appeal to those seeking 
not only a high-end piece for their cabinet, but also one of tremen¬ 
dous beauty. 

NGC Census: 9/0. 

PCGS# 3915. 

5213 1913 Buffalo. Type I. MS-67 (PCGS). The obverse of this 
tremendous Superb Gem is coated in a faint golden tinting, while 
the reverse sports a brilliant, almost flaxen-white sheen. Well struck 
throughout all devices and legends, the surfaces are essentially blem¬ 
ish free for the already lofty grade. This is a coin that will find a com¬ 
fortable home in a Registry Set of Buffalo Nickels. 

PCGS# 3915. 
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5214 1913 Buffalo. Type 1. MS-67 (PCGS). A piece ideal for the type 
or Registry Set collector alike, both sides are radiant in their frosty 
mint luster. Sharply struck throughout, as is common for the issue, 
and in possession of wonderful peripheral halos of honey-gold color 
on both sides. Essentially blemish free at this Superb Gem level of 
preservation. 

PCGS has certified just 8 pieces finer than this example. 

PCGS# 3915. 



5215 1913-S Type I. MS-66 (PCGS). A no-questions Gem, both sides 
are wrapped in velvety-satin luster, and are all but untoned in 
appearance. Neither the obverse nor reverse presents a visually 
detracting blemish requiring explanation, and for an issue that 
almost invariably comes poorly struck, the only area of weakness 
immediately discernible presents itself at LIBERTY. 

PCGS has certified a mere 14 coins finer in all grades. 

PCGS# 3917. 

5216 1913-S Type I. MS-64 (ANACS). More common than the Type 
II variety of the S-mint delivered Buffalo Nickel, the Type I portrays 
the bison resting on a raised mound of earth. Both sides of this near- 
Gem are possessed of a golden-orange hue that fades to central areas 
of brilliance, while the bold and strong strike left crisply defined 
design motifs. 

PCGS# 3917. 

5217 1913 Type II. MS-65 (PCGS). This coin was part of an original 
mintage of of nearly 30 million pieces, and the more clearly defined 
rims of the Type II usually meant weak centers, but that is not the 
case with this solid Gem example. Largely untoned and frosty, there 
are just a few abrasions that preclude an even higher numeric grade. 

PCGS# 3921. 


5218 1913-D Type II. MS-64 (NGC). Fantastic in virtually all regards, 
a touch of central-reverse strike weakness, and scattered but basical¬ 
ly innocuous abrasions were the factors that likely precluded the 
attainment of an even higher numeric grade. Dashes of cobalt-blue 
and rose-gold colors bless both sides of this piece otherwise domi¬ 
nated by a yellow-gold tone. With very little to report with respect 
to outwardly distracting blemishes in this near-Gem grade, this coin 
will undoubtedly find a home with the numismatist who requires 
the ultimate in eye appeal. 

PCGS# 3922. 


Magnificently Toned 
1913-S Type II Buffalo Nickel 


5219 1913-S Type II. MS-67 (NGC). The toning on this remarkably 
well-preserved example is phenomenal. On the obverse, a power¬ 
fully imbedded electric-blue iridescence is surrounded by an incred¬ 
ibly slender peripheral ring of lime-yellow color. This sheen has 
managed to cover the majority of the reverse as well, with a some¬ 
what muted intensity, although we also note a pinkish-yellow color 
interspersed periodically. Every bit the Superb Gem, even the most 
sensitive of collectors might encounter difficulty locating a singu¬ 
larly noteworthy blemish, and any that one may find will certainly 
pale in comparison to the magnificent eye appeal of this exciting 
Nickel. While the strike is still not completely full, it is certainly 
very close, with bold-to-sharp definition throughout. Overlaying all 
of this intensity is a sparkling coating of satiny mint luster, deftly 
embracing virtually every important aesthetic effect. With none cer¬ 
tified at a higher numeric grade at NGC, this is surely a coin for the 
Registry Set collector. 

NGC Census: 3/0. One of these has the ★ designation. 

PCGS# 3923. 
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5220 1914-D MS-66 (PCGS). A recipient of an obviously phenomenal 
strike, it is a rare day indeed when a 1919-D Buffalo Nickel of this 
quality crosses our desks, as both sides are possessed of a lovely gold¬ 
en-apricot iridescence with rose-gold colored highlights. Neither 
obverse nor reverse presents much to report in terms of bothersome 
abrasions or blemishes, and while a great number of representatives 
from this modest D-mint delivery of 4 million pieces have indiffer¬ 
ent luster, one will not find any such problem with this lot, as a 
satiny texture uniformly blankets this piece. PCGS has certified just 
4 examples of the issue finer than this coin. 

PCGS# 3925. 

5221 1914-D MS-64 (PCGS). Ice-blue toned highpoints, dashes of 
canary-yellow, and pale-orange colored surfaces yield a subtle but 
powerfully tinted overall obverse effect, while the reverse is mainly 
free of such a sheen. Perhaps a touch softly struck, this piece reveals 
the barest minimum of blemishes, and a satiny but alluring texture. 

PCGS# 3925. 



5222 1914-S MS-66 (NGC). With both sides engulfed in a swimming¬ 
ly strong sheen of ice-blue and golden-apricot tone, we find its other 
characteristics conducive to proclamations of supreme acclaim. 
Boldly struck throughout, nary a detracting blemish reveals itself on 
either the obverse or reverse of this solidly graded and smooth-look¬ 
ing Gem. Phenomenal in scope of presentation, we are essentially 
unable to find a distraction that degrades the eye appeal of this beau¬ 
tiful 1914-S Buffalo Nickel. 

PCGS# 3926. 


Glorious Proof 1915 Buffalo Nickel 

Highest Grade at PCGS: PR'68 



5223 1915 Proof-68 (PCGS). Here is a marvelous coin of elegant beauty and supreme importance. It is the highest graded example of its date in Proof 
condition, a rop-of-the-population piece certified by PCGS. Its magnificent eye-appeal shows it to be a deserving candidate, as it is adorned with a 
gorgeous, multi-hued patina of magenta, gold and delicate, sea-green shades. The toning is more dramatic on the reverse, while the color on the 
obverse is more subtle, lulling the viewer into a pleasant, dreamlike trance. The surfaces are satiny and the strike is full, which are both characteristics 
of early Proof Buffalo Nickels, minted from 1913 to 1916. This example reflects the amount of intricate detail its renowned design is supposed to 
exhibii, with all the features of the braid, hair and fur on the bison evident in remarkable definition. The surfaces are remarkably free from any dis¬ 
tracting blemishes, since only a couple, faint abrasions are visible under strong magnification. 

Gleaming with spectacular, original color, this astounding piece is a beautiful example for a type or date collector to consider, but one must bid 
competently to acquire it, because a coin of this impressive caliber will be appreciated by many others, as it is destined to become a centerpiece of an 
distinguished numismatic cabinet. 

PCGS Population: 2/0. 

PCGS# 3992. 
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5224 1915-D MS-60 (ANACS). A Buffalo Nickel presenting a faint 
greenish-gold sheen, neither obverse nor reverse lacks mentionable 
definition, although the strike is a touch weak over the central high- 
points. Perfect for the type collector in need of an Uncirculated 
example for his/her collection. 

PCGS# 3928. 

5225 1916-D MS-63 (PCGS). This Choice Uncirculated example has a 
beautifully toned appearance, divided between an ice-blue tint over 
the portrait and upper two-thirds of the obverse, and a golden-yel¬ 
low hue over the balance of that side. A bit softly struck, and likely 
the reason for its failure to obtain the Gem designation, for there are 
very few abrasions of which to speak. 

PCGS# 3932. 

5226 1916-S MS-64 (NGC). An attractive example of a better, early 
date, one that demonstrates a generous strike, few abrasions and 
light, auburn color. The luster is frosty, and while the strike is not 
full, considerable detail is evident on the bison’s forehead and on the 
Indian’s braid and knot. A very nice piece overall. 

PCGS# 3933. 


5227 1918 MS-64 (PCGS). A dash of muted, light-orange tone has 
inserted itself upon the Indian’s portrait, and there is a very delicate 
wood-grain effect at indirect light angles. A textured and frosty 
sheen encompasses both sides of this near-Gem that is sure to find 
its way into high-grade type set. 

PCGS# 3937. 

5228 1918-D MS-64 (NGC). The 1918-D Nickel is known to come 
with a soft strike, and this piece is no exception, as the bison’s hide 
is certainly a bit meager, and the obverse portrait smooth-looking. 
Nevertheless, all motifs and legends are bold in definition, and the 
slight amount of as-struck die erosion that encircles the portraits 
lends even greater contrast where deficiency in detail has left some¬ 
thing to be desired. The insufficient impression surely won this coin 
its MS-64 grade, as there are almost no abrasions or blemishes wor¬ 
thy of mention. 

PCGS# 3938. 


Conditionally Rare MS-65 Buffalo Nickel 



5229 1918-S MS-65 (PCGS). A major strike and condition rarity in the Buffalo Nickel series, this S-mint delivery is the worst struck of the three 1918- 
dated issues of its type. Even in marginal Mint State grades, the 1918-S is an elusive coin, and excessive striking incompleteness is the primary reason 
why there are so few Gems available in today’s market. This is one of the most impressive survivors that we have handled in recent memory, and it is 
a coin that is certain to see spirited bidding at auction. To start with the most important attribute, both sides are uncommonly well struck for the issue 
with an overall bold appearance to the devices. The obverse periphery is free of the weakness of detail frequently seen on examples of this issue, and 
even the central highpoints are fairly sharp in definition. The luster is also impressive, the surfaces exhibiting a satiny sheen that is more vibrant than 
typically seen for a Buffalo Nickel with this date and mintmark combination. Rounding out this coin’s extensive list of positive attributes is soft laven¬ 
der-silver iridescence that is framed in warm orange-gold peripheral highlights. A find for the Registry Set collector, the inclusion of this coin would 
confirm the importance of any Buffalo Nickel collection. 

PCGS Population: 27/1. 

PCGS# 3940. 
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5230 1919-D MS-64 (NGC). Nearly all specialists know that examples 
of the 1919-D issue graded Fine or better are very difficult to locate, 
a notion Lange (2000) supports when he writes that the “it is one of 
the last holes filled by a discriminating collector, regardless of 
whether one is collecting XF-AU or gem uncirculated.” Certainly, 
this piece is not fully struck, but the devices and legends on both 
sides were raised to a higher standard than other examples of the date 
we have seen. Possessed of a pearl-gray coloration, with hints of apri¬ 
cot-yellow and sapphire-blue iridescence here and there, we find the 
beginning of the as-made die crack that eventually arcs through the 
upper-third of the Indian’s hair. 

PCGS# 3942. 



5232 1921-S MS-64 (NGC). The 1921-S often appears with a host of 
problems, from streaks, to planchet laminations, to poorly struck 
design motifs. Nether of the two former problems have appeared on 
the representative in this lot, but the reverse is obviously weakly- 
struck, as the buffalos hide and horn are poorly defined. In contrast 
to the unsightly streaks that appear on pieces of this issue, the pres¬ 
ent example is dominated by a golden-orange color, yielding in 
places to peeps of ice-blue iridescence. Since we are unable to locate 
abrasions of note on this near-Gem, it was likely the aforementioned 
weak strike that limited the attainment of the coveted MS-65 desig¬ 
nation. 

PCGS# 3948. 



5231 1920-D MS-65 (PCGS). The bold strike found on this 1920 D- 
mint Buffalo Nickel is not entirely complete, but at the Gem level of 
preservation, it is certainly above average. Satiny in sheen, a careful 
numismatist will observe golden-pink iridescence immediately sur¬ 
rounding the portrait, with delicate ice-blue overtones over the high- 
pn«nts. The reverse has a rich effervescensc of coloration, more 
intense in appearance than the obverse, as the fields surrounding the 
bison are reddish-gold in sheen. Housed in a first-generation PCGS 
holder, just two representatives of the issue have graded better than 
this piece. 

PCGS# 3945. 



5233 1923-S MS-64 (PCGS). Boldly, if not sharply impressed through¬ 
out, there are areas of strike weakness so typical for the issue, most 
visible at the central-reverse highpoints. Nevertheless, this is a whol¬ 
ly pleasing near-Gem example that offers an illusive, yellow-apricot 
coloration over slightly textured surfaces, or a faint as-made granu¬ 
larity often seen on Buffalo Nickels due to die erosion. 

PCGS# 3950. 
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5234 1923-S MS-64 (NGC). Both sides of this near-Gem Buffalo 
Nickel are possessed of lovely, as-made surface texture, courtesy of 
the die erosion so often mirrored in the products of S-mint Buffalo 
Nickels. Both sides are well struck for the numeric grade, although 
we do, for the sake of accuracy, note a hint of the reverse strike weak¬ 
ness so typical on ‘20s-era issues in this series. Flashes of maroon, 
pink and orange iridescence appear intermittently on both sides, 
equating to a technically satisfying, and aesthetically appealing 
example of this semi-key-date issue. 

PCGS# 3950. 

5235 1925 MS-65 (PCGS). Softly struck over the central obverse high- 
points, the reverse exhibits copious detail, and the entire coin has 
been enveloped by a deep mint frost. 

PCGS# 3954. 


5236 1925-D MS-65 (NGC). Famously well struck for an example of 
this famous strike and condition rarity, crisply impressed representa¬ 
tives of this date are among the most difficult to locate of all ’20s-era 
Buffalo Nickels. Lange (2000) proclaims that even MS exemplars of 
this issue “may show little or no signs of the bison’s horn, while very 
few have complete horns.” The example in the present lot stands in 
opposition to these prior statements, with essentially full-horn defi¬ 
nition. Satiny mint bloom billows over both sides of this solidly 
graded Gem, and with a mere 5 pieces of this issue grading finer at 
NGC, this coin surely falls into the domain of the Registry Set col¬ 
lector. 

PCGS# 3955. 


5237 1925-D MS-63 (PCGS). A typical ’20s-era survivor of the Buffalo 
Nickel series in that it has received a poor central strike, this piece is 
decidedly uncommon in light of its lovely rose, lime-green, electric- 
blue and golden-orange colored obverse and reverse. A touch of die 
—\ erosion has lent a fantastic surface texture to the piece, an effect that 
only enhances the already plentiful satiny luster and aforementioned 
iridescent shades. 

PCGS# 3955. 


5238 1925-S MS-64 (NGC). A great number of the 6.2 million S-mint 
delivered 1926 Buffalo Nickels come with an atrocious strike, a well- 
known fact amongst series specialists. However, not all examples of 
this issue fell victim to the mint’s practice of extending die life 
through a combination of excessive use and wide spacing, as the 
near-Gem in the present lot has received a more-than-adequate 
strike, although there are trivial points of weakness here and there. 
Both sides have been enveloped by a mostly silver-gray sheen, with 
undertones of electric-blue on the bison’s hide, and under close 
inspection, we are hard pressed to locate even trivial blemishes and 
abrasions that merit description. 

PCGS# 3956. 
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5239 1926 MS-67 (PCGS). Bright and with a fresh-from-the-roll 
appearance, this spectacular Gem Buffalo Nickel is a wonder to 
behold, as its sheer brilliance is eye-catching and breathtaking. The 
surfaces gleam with thick, frosty, mint bloom, while the strike is 
exemplary, being very nearly full in execution by the dies. A touch of 
light-gold color is evident on the lower-left reverse quadrant, adding 
further appeal to this already exquisite piece, and attesting to the 
desirable originality of this spectacular coin. Only a couple, minus¬ 
cule abrasions are present, and these are quite shallow. This coin is a 
top-graded example at PCGS, it is a Superb Gem of the finest qual- 

PCGS Population: 22/0. 

PCGS# 3957. 

5240 1926 MS-65 (PCGS). Every bit the Gem, we are unable to find 
areas of bothersome strike weakness that fail to comply with a rep¬ 
resentative of this issue in this grade. Basically silent on the subject 
of iridescence, there is a small dot color on the bison's lower 
shoulder. 


Conditionally Challenging 
1926-D Buffalo Nickel 

A Wonderful PCGS MS-66 Example 


5241 1926-D MS-66 (PCGS). A typically poorly struck issue in the 
Buffalo Nickel series, the ‘26-D represents an important find even 
with bold definition. Sharp examples are elusive, and even the plate 
coin on page 128 of the 2000 book The Complete Guide to Buffalo 
Nickels by David W. Lange is noticeably soft in detail over the cen¬ 
tral obverse highpoint and the bison’s head and shoulder on the 
reverse. Due to such deficiencies (which are often much worse than 
illustrated by that coin), the ‘26-D is rare in certified MS-65 con¬ 
dition and very rare any finer. 

Easily among the more sharply impressed representatives of this 
issue that we have offered in recent years, this Condition Census 
Gem is sure to delight the quality-conscious collector. The overall 
definition is uncommonly sharp, and it wanes only minimally over 
the highpoints in the centers, as well as atop the feather tip at the 
left-obverse border. In addition to this important feature, this coin 
is desirable due to a lack of grade-limiting and/or outwardly notice¬ 
able blemishes. Warm, slightly streaky, orange-tan iridescence 
adorns both sides and provides pleasing eye appeal. 

PCGS Population: 18: 1 finer in MS-67. 

PCGS# 3958. 
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Low-Mintage 
1926-S Buffalo Nickel 

NGC-graded MS-64 



242 1926-S MS-64 (NGC). In terms of strike quality and surface 
preservation, this is one of the nicest near-Gem 1926-S Buffalo 
Nickels to have crossed our desks in some time. Both sides are over¬ 
all boldly defined, the reverse revealing little of that lack of detail so 
prevalent on examples of this issue, although we certainly note 
some weakness over the buffalo’s foreleg and lower shoulder. Satiny 
in sheen, this luster has blanketed both sides evenly, and with nary 
a detracting blemish to report on either side, the surfaces are 
expectably smooth, perhaps even more so than one might often see 
for an MS-64 piece. Essentially untoned in appearance, a golden- 
yellow coloration appears in places at indirect light angles, most 
clearly in the left-obverse field. 

The 1926-S has by far the lowest business-strike original 
mintage figure for the entire series, with just 970,000 pieces coined, 
and is tied, according to Lange (2005), with the ‘24-S as “having 
the lowest certified mint state populations.” Examples of this date 
often come terribly struck due to prolonged use of worn dies, and 
when coupled with the absolute rarity of this issue in nearly all 
grade levels, and the fact that so many were “squirreled away,” hav¬ 
ing been immediately recognized as a low-mintage issue, then it 
makes locating a true MS coin no easy task. 

PCGS# 3959. 


5243 1927 MS-65 (PCGS). An attractive piece with frosty luster, few 
abrasions and a sharp strike. Light golden toning is present on the 
reverse, while the obverse exhibits a bright, nickel-gray color. 

PCGS# 3960. 

5244 1927 MS-65 (PCGS). Solidly graded at the Gem level of preser¬ 
vation, this essentially untoned example would make a nearly perfect 
addition to any high-end set of Buffalo Nickels. A simply tremen¬ 
dous piece for the discerning and keen numismatist. 

PCGS# 3960. 

5245 1927-D MS-64 (PCGS). Since the 1927-D is conditionally scarce 
and difficult to acquire at the Gem level of preservation, this MS-64 
example will fit nicely into most Registry Sets. Essentially steel-gray 
in color, there are just a few wispy abrasions over both sides of this 
coin. 

PCGS# 3961. 

5246 1927-D MS-64 (NGC). The boldly struck features present on 
both sides of this near-Gem have been blessed with a coating of 
satiny luster. The strike wanes a bit towards the reverse periphery, as 
is typical for the issue, and there are few trivial abrasions that would 
seemingly preclude a higher numeric designation. 

PCGS# 3961. 


5247 1927-S MS-64 (NGC). Solidly graded at the near-Gem level of 
preservation, the 1927-S is known as an issue “scarce in Mint 
State... [and] genuinely rare in choice and gem condition,” (per 
Lange, 2000). Indeed, a quick glance at the Guide Book reveals very 
little price differential in the circulated grades, with the value taking 
a tremendous leap at the MS-63 level of preservation, and positive¬ 
ly skyrocketing in MS-64. All but the most well-heeled of collectors 
can forget about a Gem BU representative, as the price more than 
quadruples. As such, many will content themselves with a near-Gem 
coin, and the present lot will be a strong choice for such an enthusi¬ 
ast, as it is surely solidly graded as such. Satiny in presentation, one 
may also note shimmering, streaky highlights of golden-yellow and 
and olive-tan coloration. A touch weakly struck, although it is cer¬ 
tainly above average for an S-mint Nickel, all designs are boldly 
defined and pleasing. 

PCGS# 3962. 

From David Lawrence’s sale of the Richmond Collection, November 

2004, lot 1289. 
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5248 1927-S MS-64 (NGC). A long-standing conditionally rare issue, 
specialists in the series will gain much pleasure from a simple exam¬ 
ination of this piece, for it is a technically superior near-Gem exam¬ 
ple of this better date. Presenting as essentially untoned at first blush, 
both sides divulge delicate tones of cobalt- and ice-blue under fur¬ 
ther inspection, with a slender thread of azure color appearing just 
before the Indian’s mouth. It is no mean feat to find even the most 
unimportant of abrasions, and as such, none warrant description for 
a coin of this grade. 

PCGS# 3962. 


5249 1928-D MS-66 (PCGS). The fact that so many BU Buffalo 
Nickels remain from a modest original delivery of 6.4 million pieces 
speaks to the era in which the 1928-D was issued. We concur when 
Lange (2000) asserts that “this [issue] seems to be among the first 
dates affected by the nationwide economic slowdown of the late 
1920s, a condition that ultimately led to the Great Depression.” 
This author opines a few lines later that issues from the same era, like 
th. 30-S and ‘31-S, were actually held in storage by mint officials 
because there was virtually no need for them in commercial chan¬ 
nels. Thus examples of this issue are common in Mint State, howev¬ 
er they are decidedly uncommon in the present MS-66 grade. PCGS 
has not certified a single representative finer than this Gem, a seem- 
ingly peerless coin in terms of sheer aesthetic appeal. Satisfactorily 
free from distracting blemishes for the grade, and sharply struck for 
the issue, one will be pressed to find even the scantiest of distractions 
that fail to comply with this grand numeric designation. Softly frost¬ 
ed and richly textured, both sides have attained a marigold toned 
presentation. 

PCGS# 3964. 


5250 1928-S MS-64 (NGC). This coin is dominated by a golden- 
orange iridescence that morphs to attenuated hues of ice and electric 
blue, an effect definitely more pronounced on obverse than reverse, 
where the latter colors appear only at intermittent intervals. Boldly 
impressed throughout, there are no individual abrasions of note on 
either side of this solidly graded near Gem. 

PCGS# 3965. 

5251 1929-D MS-64 (PCGS). A quality MS-64 coin with faint swirls 
of golden-yellow coloration over the obverse highpoints, and a 
reverse that displays a peripheral ring of pinkish-apricot tone. 

PCGS# 3967. 


5252 1930-S MS-66 (PCGS). A lustrous example of this usually poor¬ 
ly-struck issue, neither side presents as dramatically toned, although 
at certain indirect light angles, we notice subtle twilight-yellow 
peripheral toning. Incredibly smooth-looking for the Gem designa¬ 
tion, we are unable to locate measurably distracting abrasions on 
either side, and we are equally unable to find inordinate areas of 
strike weakness, save for that at the central reverse. 

PCGS# 3970. 

5253 1930-S MS-64 (PCGS). A flaxen-white and lustrous example. As 
is typical for the 1930-S Buffalo Nickel, this planchet exhibits heavy 
strike weakness over the central highpoints, and this is no doubt the 
primary factor in the near-Gem designation. 

PCGS# 3970. 

5254 1930-S MS-64 (NGC). A lustrous near-Gem with gorgeous iri¬ 
descent pastel shades of yellow and pinkish silver. The strike is bold¬ 
ly executed, and the surfaces mute on the subject of outwardly dis¬ 
tracting abrasions. 

PCGS# 3970. 

5255 1931 -S MS-66 (PCGS). Crisply impressed devices are a hallmark 
of this piece, but the toning and luster are certainly worthy of praise 
as well. The former unfolds in cascading rings of ice-blue and green¬ 
ish-yellow on the obverse, while the reverse possesses a mostly pale- 
steel presentation. The latter is satiny an abundant, through which 
we see surfaces showing none but the most paltry of distractions. 

PCGS has certified only one coin finer that the present example. 

PCGS# 3971. 

5256 1934 MS-66 (PCGS). In possession of a brilliant strike, the faint 
as-struck die erosion lends even more power and texture to already 
satisfactorily frosted surfaces. 

PCGS# 3972. 

5257 1934 MS-66 (PCGS). This mosdy ashen-gray colored Gem is a 
definite find for the type collector, with a quality strike and nearly 
spotless surfaces. 

PCGS# 3972. 






Page 42 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 









The October 2006 Las Vegas Auction 



5258 1934-D MS-66 (PCGS). This coin was previously offered as lot 
518 in our 2006 March Baltimore Sale, where it was cataloged as: 
This overall sharply impressed example is uncommonly well pre¬ 
served for the issue. Both sides are free of distracting blemishes, the 
surfaces largely smooth with a lustrous, satiny sheen. Although pre¬ 
senting as untoned at most angles, direct light does call forth laven¬ 
der-silver tinting here and there. Currently unsurpassable in PCGS- 
certified grade, and important for Registry Set purposes, as such. 

PCGS# 3973. 

From the Fivaz Collection, as noted on the insert. 

5259 1934-D MS-65 (PCGS). A few dusky-orange highlights are visi¬ 
ble at certain indirect light angles, but the bulk of the coin is pale- 
gray colored in appearance. The obverse reveals flyspecks of darker 
coloration under magnification, but they are mentioned only for the 
sake of accuracy. We of course note wispy distractions at the Gem 
level of preservation, but they are entirely commensurate with the 
assigned grade. 

PCGS# 3973. 



5260 1935 MS-67 (PCGS). Ice-white and cobalt-blue toned in appear¬ 
ance, this Superb Gem example of the 1935 P-mint Buffalo Nickel 
would yield an almost as-struck appearance were it not for a few 
pesky abrasions relegated almost exclusively to the reverse. Solidly 
struck throughout, both sides offer textured surfaces further 
enhanced by a deep coating of frosty mint luster. PCGS has not cer¬ 
tified an example of the issue finer that the coin in this lot, and we 
encourage all bidders to examine this piece closely at lot viewing. 

PCGS# 3974. 



5261 1935 MS-67 (PCGS). A refined blend of coral-yellow and faint 
azure color has deeply enmeshed itself with a somewhat brilliant fin¬ 
ish on both sides of this Superb Gem. Blessed with a astoundingly 
crisp strike, all devices and legends stand in almost ideal clarity, and 
the surfaces are glassy-smooth for the Superb Gem designation. 
With nary a detracting blemish in evidence, this coin will undoubt¬ 
edly find a loving home with other Buffalo Nickels of similarly pro¬ 
found quality. 

PCGS# 3974. 

5262 1935-D MS-66 (PCGS). A glistening yellowish-orange toned 
sheen drapes both the obverse and reverse of this ‘35-D Buffalo 
Nickel, through which we spy a bold and crisp strike. There are a few 
wispy little abrasions, but they are of no import to the generally 
pleasing aesthetic appeal. 

PCGS# 3975. 

5263 1935-D MS-66 (PCGS). We espy nary a detracting blemish on 
either side of this Gem Buffalo Nickel, and with PCGS certifying 
only five examples finer, we suspect that this coin will fit quite nice¬ 
ly into the finest of Registry Sets. Fulsome mint luster envelopes 
both sides of this piece, and neither obverse nor reverse offers areas 
of bothersome strike weakness. Slender abrasions are all but non- 
existant, with positively exceptional eye appeal. 

PCGS# 3975. 

5264 1935-D MS-65 (PCGS). A solidly struck piece with more than 
adequate luster, this coin will fit nicely into a date or type set of 
Buffalo Nickels. The reverse displays a mostly untoned appearance, 
and the obverse sports a dash of greenish-yellow at the central 
obverse. 

PCGS# 3975. 

5265 1935-S MS-66 (PCGS). A softly frosted sheen has lent this 1935- 
S Buffalo Nickel an outstanding look, especially in deference to the 
glassy-smooth Gem surfaces. Although exhibiting a solid silver-gray 
appearance at first blush, there is also a general tendency towards 
faint apricot coloration over the balance of the obverse. 

PCGS# 3976. 
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5266 1936 Type I. Proof-67 (PCGS). The U.S. Mint resumed pro¬ 
duction of proof coinage in 1936, after an approximately 20-year 
hiatus, and coined a delivery with two finishes: satin and brilliant. 
This is a member of the former, and less-popular of the two formats, 
but it is no less exciting as a Buffalo Nickel, for it is possessed of a 
wonderful sheen of ice-blue, champagne-pink and golden orange 
hues. Well preserved, with only 26 pieces certified finer at PCGS. 

PCGS# 3994. 


5267 1936-S MS-67 (PCGS). The obverse of this Superb Gem is 
flashed with tantalizing splashes of golden iridescence, as well as a 
dash of ice-blue tint near the Indian's hairline. The reverse is prima¬ 
rily silent on this subject, save for a touch or rosy-apricot rim tone. 
Exceptionally well struck, with none but the most trivial of blem¬ 
ishes, this coin is solidly graded ar the current preservation level. 

PCGS# 3979. 



5268 1936-S MS-67 (PCGS). A Superb Gem representative that is con¬ 
ditionally challenging this nice, PCGS has not encapsulated a single 
piece of the abundant delivery in a higher grade. The surfaces are 
blast-white in appearance, and they fail to reveal even a glimmer of 
color. Both sides have obviously received a strong strike, with no 
areas of bothersome strike weakness that immediately greet the eye. 
Lustrous throughout, we are unable to report even the wispiest of 
abrasions at this lofty designation. 

PCGS# 3979. 



5269 1937 Proof-66 (PCGS). A glittering piece that is adorned with a 
lovely, rose-gold patina and deep, lucid mirrors. The strike is needle- 
sharp and there are no mentionable detractions, just a couple, very 
light abrasions that are visible under magnification. What a remark¬ 
able piece. 

PCGS# 3996. 


5270 1937 MS-68 (NGC). Exemplars of this date are common up to 
the MS-66 level of preservation, in fact, Lange (2000) writes it to be 
“the second most common date in the entire series.” This sentiment 
is usually equated with the extraordinarily high P-mint delivery of 
Buffalo Nickels in 1937, a number that approaches nearly 80 mil¬ 
lion pieces, and this certainly does play a significant role the abun¬ 
dance of this issue in what seems to be every grade. A student of the 
series, however, will know this date as scarce at the MS-67 level of 
preservation, and essentially impossible to obtain any finer. NGC 
has certified just 3 pieces in MS-68, and PCGS offers a mere 4 in 
this same grade, compelling Registry set owners of the highest cal¬ 
iber to scramble for the boasting rights associated with owning one 
of these elite pieces. A Buffalo Nickel with simply marvelous eye 
appeal, the satiny-to-frosty and intense luster ranges over both sides, 
blanketing powerfully impressed obverse and reverse devices, and 
dancing in a vibrant interplay with velvety orange-yellow and laven¬ 
der undertones. 

N( ( cnsus: 5; none finer, although one of these 3 comes with the ★ designation. 

PCGS# 3980. 
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5274 1938-D MS-68 (NGC). As the final-year of issue for this relative¬ 
ly long-lived series, the ‘38-D Buffalo Nickel comes under consistent 
pressure not only from specialists, but better-date type collectors as 
well. For the latter, there are plenty of representatives available in all 
grades up to the MS-67 numeric designation. Those pieces, howev¬ 
er, that fall into the MS-68 grade level are relegated almost exclu¬ 
sively to the realm of the Registry Set collector who demands the 
absolute finest quality in his/her collection. As just such an exemplar, 
this coin will undoubtedly inspire heated bidding come auction day, 
and for those who take the time to inspect this piece closely at lot 
viewing, they will be amply rewarded with a visual delight. Primarily 
rose and honey-gold colored in presentation, we also detect whimsi¬ 
cal veins of azure-blue tone at the lower-right obverse rim. Sharply 
struck throughout, with no bothersome areas of weakness immedi¬ 
ately recognizable, and even a close inspection fails to reveal much in 
terms of abrasions and blemishes. 

NGC Census: 10; four of these have the ★ designation. 

PCGS# 3984. 

5275 1938-D/D Buffalo. RPM-2. MS-67 (PCGS). Satiny mint luster 
is accentuated by a lovely sheen of golden-apricot coloration. 
Powerfully struck, this example also boasts a clearly repunched mint- 
mark, as manifest on the PCGS insert. Ranking among the finest 
certified at PCGS with the D/D RPM, this Superb Gem is surely in 
the domain of the Registry Set collector. 

PCGS# 93984. 


5276 1938-D/S Buffalo. MS-67 (PCGS). Vibrant and shimmering 
highlights of peach and ice-blue coloration radiate light as this coin 
rotates under a lamp. A bold strike and booming mint luster have 
blessed both sides of this Superb Gem, yielding a simply astounding 
overall effect, and one that is sure to please even the most picky of 
collectors. 

PCGS# 3985. 


5271 1937-D FS-020.2. 3-Legged. MS-63 (NGC). A perennial favorite 
amongst dedicated collectors of the series, the 1937-D Three-Leg 
Buffalo Nickel always commands a premium in Mint State, as the 
majority of the original mintage saw some degree of circulation, and 
typically appear in the VF through EF grades. A result of excessive die 
polishing, this variety appeared when “one of the newly hired coiners, 
a Mr. Young, applied an emery stick to the dies in an effort to grind off 
the evidence of clashing...and in doing so...he also removed...the bison’s 
right foreleg between hoof and thigh” (per Lange, 2000). Otherwise 
dominated by a rosy-gray colored appearance, we note very faint as- 
made surface roughness, the result of severe die fatigue and erosion. 
Mosdy free from annoying distracuons, save for a few scattered ticks 
inconspicuously scattered over both sides. 

PCGS# 3982. 

5272 1937-D FS-020.2. 3-Legged. F-15 (PCGS). While this coin has 
certainly seen heavy circulation, it has managed to endure the passage 
of time with a great deal of eye appeal. Overall, the coin offers a steel- 
gray colored appearance, and only the faintest of abrasions in accor¬ 
dance within the Fine-15 grade. Mosdy, the piece has good old- 
fashioned wear, and will likely please the budget-conscious collector of 
the series. 

PCGS# 3982. 


5273 1937-S MS-67 (PCGS). Back in 2000, Lange wrote that the 
1937-S was “the most available S-mint Buffalo Nickel in Gem con¬ 
dition,” but surely he was speaking only of the MS-65-and-below 
population, for any who care to examine the PCGS Population 
Reports will find that the ‘36-S and ‘38-S are far more plentiful in 
the MS-66 grades. Be these facts as they may, PCGS has certified no 
example of the 1937-S finer than the representative in the present 
lot, commending this coin for inclusion in a Registry Set of the 
highest order. Essentially free from visually obtrusive toning, one 
will note splashes of subtle coloration at the lower-right obverse bor¬ 
der, and ice-blue tinted highpoints over both sides. Powerfully 
struck, as evidenced by sharply raised devices, we find a mostly 
satiny blanket of luster that seemingly wanes to areas of brilliance. 

PCGS# 3983. 
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5277 1938-D/S Buffalo. OMM-2. MS-67 (PCGS). With three 
repunched mintmarks, and 5 overmintmarks for the 1938-D, this 
issue is perfect for the specialist who desires a bit more depth to 
her/his collection. As the final-year for the series, and with examples 
often appearing well struck and lustrous, representatives of this date 
are almost always earmarked for inclusion in type sets, a destiny 
seemingly fated for the piece in the present lot. Lustrous, with spec¬ 
tacular hues of golden-yellow color, and boldly struck over both 
sides, it will make an ideal representative of the type. 

PCGS# 3985. 

5278 1938 Proof-67 (PCGS). Brilliant-looking in proof format, with a 
halo of mane-yellow color at the peripheries and ice-blue tinted cen¬ 
ters. Nearly perfect for the grade, with none but the most trivial of 
handling marks visible on either side. 

PCGS# 4175. 

5279 1938 MS-66 FS (PCGS). Lustrous, frosty, and well struck, as 
noted on the PCGS insert with FS designation. A tremendously 
graded and sure-fire Gem. 

PCGS# 84000. 


5280 1938-D Jefferson. MS-67 FS (PCGS). A very slender tick 
behind Jefferson’s portrait is all that would seemingly preclude this 
Superb Gem FS Nickel from an even higher numeric grade. The sur¬ 
faces are frosty and lustrous, and both sides sport a wonderful array 
of lime-green, golden-yellow and rosy-gray surface color. 

PCGS Population: 22; none finer with FS designation. 

PCGS# 84001. 

5281 1942-D MS-67 FS (PCGS). A solid Superb Gem Jefferson 
Nickel, offering very few abrasions for the grade, and just the occa¬ 
sional splash of golden-yellow tint in the upper-reverse field. 
Enveloped in a frosty sheen of mint luster, and radiant in presenta¬ 
tion, PCGS has not certified an example of the issue finer than the 
present coin with FS designation. 

PCGS# 84014. 



5282 1945-S MS-68 (PCGS). This is truly a wonder-coin, one that 
demonstrates amazing toning that elicits gasps and expressions of 
astonishment. Notice the rich tapestry of colors evident on the coin; 
striking, scarlet toning on the obverse periphery, with accents of gold 
and orange shades, while luminous, kelly-green iridescence resides in 
the center. The color display on the reverse erupts like a volcano, 
showering impressive shades of orange, magenta and green colors 
everywhere. A hint of brilliance peers from the central columns of 
Monticello, granting further eye-appeal to an already amazing piece. 
When it comes to toned coins, the color green is highly sought after, 
because it is one of the last shades to appear in the toning process. 
This coin possesses this desirable shade in abundance, and it com¬ 
bines with the other colors to produce an effect that is vivid and 
mesmerizing. 

The other qualities of this astounding coin are also worth men¬ 
tioning, as the surfaces are lustrous and contain only the faintest of 
abrasions. The steps are not Full, though the strike is bold overall. It 
is not often that PCGS grants the MS-68 grade to a Jefferson Nickel 
of Wartime vintage, as there are only 7 representatives graded as such 
from 1942-1945, and none higher. Not surprisingly, this is the only 
piece graded MS-68 for this date and mint, and in a single word, it 
is the finest. 

PCGS# 4027. 


5283 1949-S MS-66 FS (PCGS). Endowed with satiny luster, and a 
powerful strike throughout, this FS 1949 S-mint delivered Jefferson 
Nickel is nearly beyond reproach in terms of aesthetic appeal. 
Virtually untoned in presentation, any evident abrasion does little 
more than define the Superb Gem designation, with the only note¬ 
worthy tick appearing on the portraits shoulder. 

PCGS Population: 11; 1 finer with FS designation. 

PCGS# 84040. 

5284 1953 Proof-67 Cameo (PCGS). A striking Jefferson Nickel, with 
(as-made) die polish lines seen on the portrait’s collar. Whether 
interested in modern or older coinage, one has to admit that the eye 
appeal of the present proof Superb Gem is spectacular 

PCGS# 84185. 
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Half Dimes 


High-Grade 1795 Half Dime 

PCGS-certified MS-62 




5285 1795 LM-8. Rarity-3. MS-62 (PCGS). The diagnostics used in the attribution of this die marriage are clearly manifested on this piece. The first is 
the simple fact that there are no berries on the stem wreath below the eagles left wing, and the second is the low L and distant IB in LIBERTY. Possessed 
of a somewhat mottled and authentic-looking blend of dappled gray and orange-mauve toning, the central highpoints have obtained a smooth and sil¬ 
very appearance. The luster is just a touch indifferent, and although there are abrasions expectable on a coin of this age, none of them beg singular 
concern. Crisply impressed throughout, this example will serve very well in a high-grade or better-date type set, for it is one of the more common vari¬ 
eties of the year, with a considerable surviving population through the near-Gem levels of preservation. 

PCGS# 4251. 


Desirable MS-62 LIKERTY Draped Bust Half Dime 



5286 1796 LM-1. Rarity-3. LIKERTY. MS-62 (NGC). So named the LIKERTY variety for its incomplete upper and lower arcs of the B in LIBER¬ 
TY, this die marriage is typically found only in lower grades, promoting the example in the present lot into the domain of the well-heeled specialist. 
Cobalt-blue color hangs in the protected recesses that immediately surround the designs on both sides, although this effect is certainly more note¬ 
worthy on the reverse, while the balance of the piece exhibits a silver-gray coloration. We find no areas of overly bothersome strike weakness on either 
side, and plentiful detail through the hair and eagle plumage for the grade. The only grade limiters, in our opinion, are the few abrasions scattered in 
the less-important focal points on both sides, the most important in the field before the portrait. A wonderful, high-grade representative of one of the 
earliest series in U.S. coinage, and a piece worthy of serious consideration and solid bids from all interested parties. 

NGC Census: 5: with just 6 finer through MS-65. 

PCGS# 94254. 

From Heritage’s February 2005 Signature sale, lot 1863. 
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5287 1838 No Drapery. AU-53 (PCGS). At first blush, this 1838 Half 
Dime appears almost exclusively charcoal-gray colored in appear¬ 
ance, but as the piece rotates under a lamp, we denote shades of rose, 
amber and deep-purple toning. Housed in first-generation PCGS 
holder, this example of the first-year of issue will likely come under 
pressure on auction day from better-date type collectors and special¬ 
ists alike. 

There is an as-struck die crack at star 13 on the obverse. 

PCGS# 4317. 


Exceedingly Rare MS-64 
1838-0 Seated Half Dime 



5288 1838-0 MS-64 (NGC). A positively tremendous example of this 
exceedingly rare O-mint Seated Half Dime, with lustrous and vir¬ 
tually abrasion-free surfaces for a near-Gem. Under close inspec¬ 
tion, both sides reveal an as-made surface roughness, a result of 
rampant die rust. Nevertheless, this texture does little to inhibit the 
strike quality, as much of the original detail remains sharply demar¬ 
cated, with the only important mushiness appearing at the obverse 
shield. Neither side presents much to report in terms of toning, but 
we do note a few dashes of coloration here and there, especially on 
the reverse, where we spy some very delicate droplets of copper- 
orange iridescence. With NGC certifying just one known example 
finer than the present lot, this will make phenomenal addition to a 
high-grade type set, or specialized collection of Seated coinage. 

NGC Census: 4/1. 

PCGS# 4314. 


Finest-Known NGC-Certified 
1840-0 Drapery 
Seated Half Dime 



5289 1840-0 Drapery. V-5. MS-63 (NGC). Born from a limited 
’40s-era original mintage of 240,000 pieces, the 1840-0 Seated 
Half Dime with Drapery is a exceptionally rare find in the upper 
echelons of MS preservation, and as such, the example in the pres¬ 
ent lot will warrant considerable attention from specialists in the 
field, as well as better-date type collectors. The obverse reveals a twi¬ 
light array of sunset color, appearing in a mottled blend of yellow- 
orange, pinkish-gray and muted-red, waning to the occasional 
whisper of steel-silver highlight. The reverse presents a similar spec¬ 
trum of tone, but with an infusion of electric-blue iridescence. The 
strike is bold and balanced, with considerable delineation between 
the most important obverse and reverse design details, although we 
should notate a bit of central weakness over the highpoints of 
Liberty. While the patient observer will indeed discern the occa¬ 
sional blemish, none of these merit description in this catalog, for 
they are very slight in nature. Perfect for the collector of condition 
rarities, or the MS Seated coinage specialist, whoever endeavors to 
own this example must prepare an assertive bid on auction day, for 
this is certainly one of the most appealing examples of the issue to 
have appeared in some time. 

NGC Census: 1; with none finer. 

PCGS# 4327. 
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5292 1854 Arrows. Proof-63 (NGC). The mirrored fields of this 
Proof-63 1854 Arrows Half Dime appear at first glance to have been 
somewhat muted by the charcoal-gray coloration that has enveloped 
both sides, but a closer examination reveals truly brilliant, proof 

_fields as the coin dips into a light. Well preserved since its inception, 

there are only the bare minimum of handling marks for the grade, 
and as such, it is ideal for the better-date, proof-type collector. 

PCGS# 4432. 


5293 1865 MS-65 (PCGS). The generally brilliant surfaces of this 1886 
Seated Half Dime reveal sprinkles of lavender and copper-russet ton¬ 
ing over an otherwise silver-white colored sheen. Examples of this 
issue are difficult to locate so well preserved, and although there are 
a number of very faint blemishes on either side, they are inconse¬ 
quential in light of the Gem designation. We note a small, as-made 
planchet flaw to the right of Liberty’s shield. Found in an older 
PCGS holder with green insert. 

PCGS Population: 8/7. 

PCGS# 4386. 


5294 1868-S MS-65 (NGC). A mottled and variegated blend of char¬ 
coal-gray, ice-blue and rosy-pink color have embraced both the 
obverse and reverse of this Gem Half Dime. Since we are unable to 
locate a distraction worthy of mention at this preservation level, we 
offer a solidly graded, eye-appealing example of the issue. 

PCGS# 4393. 


290 1848-0 MS-67 (NGC). As a Superb Gem 1848 O-mint delivered 
Seated Half Dime, this piece tops the NGC Census, a reign it shares 
with just one other example of the date and mint, making it a con¬ 
dition-census rarity worthy of the finest Registry Set. But in other 
regards we find it to be a tremendous coin as well, for it has a deli¬ 
cate coating of mint luster that shimmers as it dips into a light, and 
a somewhat mottled sheen of alluring, original-looking color, preen¬ 
ing in hues of cobalt-blue and aqua-marine tone. Well struck 
throughout, we have observed no outwardly distracting area of strike 
weakness, nor singularly noteworthy distraction. 

NGC Census: 2/0. 

PCGS# 4340. 


5291 1851-0 V-l. MS-65 (NGC). The obverse of this Gem 1851-0 
Seated Half Dime presents a mostly uniform sheen of rose-gold col¬ 
oration, save for the occasional blush of light-azure tinting. The 
reverse, on the other hand, appears as remarkably more mottled, 
offering a similar color pattern, but with a considerable number of 
silver-gray peeps showing through this thick tint schemata. The gen¬ 
erally plentiful luster wanes in places, tending toward spots of bril¬ 
liance, but the piece is nevertheless resplendent in its satin texture. 
Boldly impressed throughout, we denote very little strike weakness 
visible to the unaided eye, nor do we find abrasions that detract from 
the Gem quality features. 

PCGS# 4348. 
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5295 1868-S MS-65 (NGC). Enveloped by a thick coating of satiny lus¬ 
ter, this effect is enhanced by wonderfully textured surfaces, the 
result of faint as-made die erosion. Touched by a whisper of strike 
weakness through the central highpoints on both sides, neither the 
obverse nor the reverse offers a single abrasion meriting elucidation. 
Well preserved and exceptional in presentation. 

NGC Census: 16/4. 

Numerous clashmarks (as struck) appear on both sides. 

PCGS# 4393. 

Dimes 




5296 1802 JR-4. Rarity-4- AU Details Damaged, Bent (NCS). 
Although the piece has been bent, and sustained damage at the 2 in 
the date by what appears to be a punchmark of some kind, this 
remains a likely candidate for inclusion in a high-grade type set in 
spite of these impairments. While we note some strike weakness over 
the central highpoints, the remaining detail is intact an well detailed, 
with crisply demarcated hair and reverse feather plumage. A periph¬ 
eral ring gunmetal-blue tint has framed this early Dime, further 
accentuating the silver-gray-colored central fields. 

PCGS# 4472. 



5297 1821 JR-6. Rarity-3. MS-62 (PCGS). A well preserved and eye 
appealing example of both the issue and die marriage, this is a 
delightful Capped Bust Dime perfect for that high-grade type set, 
but certainly worthy of inclusion within the finest of specialist col¬ 
lections as well. Adorned with a veritable bounty of frosty luster, 
both sides are well struck and richly textured, with a faint iridescent 
sheen of aqua-marine, gunmetal-blue and pale pinkish-gray high¬ 
lights. Found in an older, light-green insert PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 4496. 



5298 1824/2 JR-1. Rarity-3. MS-64 (NGC). Both varieties for the 
year are overdates, with this die marriage most easily recognized by 
the ERI in AMERICA being separated at their bases. This fantastic 
near-Gem example has a softly frosted sheen that intricately mingles 
with a copper-russet hue at the obverse periphery, and a more preva¬ 
lent, dappled array of .rich-maroon and twilight-red color on the 
reverse. Well struck throughout nearly all devices and legends, as is 
common for the issue, we find blemishes entirely consistent with the 
designated grade, none of which merit individual distinction. 

PCGS# 4502. 
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5302 1837 Seated. No Stars, Small Date. MS-63 (PCGS). Important 
as the first year of issue for the Liberty Seated design, this dazzling 
little piece exhibits charming auburn toning residing on the obverse 
peripheries, while the reverse is cloaked with an antique gray texture. 

—The strike is quite crisp, and is very nearly full. Only a few, light 
blemishes are noticeable on the surfaces, which are of a very pleasing 
quality. This particular example is of the Small Date Variety, 
although noted on the holder as a Large Date. Gorgeous. 

PCGS# 4562. 


5303 1837 Seated. No Stars, Small Date. MS-62 (NGC). An attrac¬ 
tive representative of the important, first year of issue for the Liberty 
Seated Dime, the No Stars on Obverse variety, minted only from 
1837-1838. This one is the Small Date variety, and it is so noted on 
the holder. The obverse features a natural blend of pleasing olive- 
green and orange toning, while the reverse is mostly brilliant, with 
some auburn color encircling the center. This coin is well struck, and 
it appears to be modesdy graded, but a closer inspection reveals that 
a moderate number of tiny blemishes are present, accounting for the 
assigned grade. The luster is soft and muted. Nevertheless, at this 
grade level, this is a very desirable example of the type. 

PCGS# 4562. 


5299 1834 JR-1. Rarity-1. MS-65 (NGC). A delightful and original¬ 
looking example of the Capped Bust Dime series that will likely 
please even the most finicky collector. This variety is distinguished 
by the “double” shaft on the top arrow, and a fine die cutters mark 
between this same arrowhead and the third A in AMERICA. Both 
sides of this solid Gem are pleasingly toned in mottled shades of 
dusky-orange and deep-magenta, tinting that is more pronounced 
on the obverse than reverse. Necessity dictates our mention of a 
small tick in the field beside the eagles left wing, but on a coin of 
this size, it is hardly discernable. 

PCGS# 4526. 

5300 1837 Capped Bust. JR-4. Rarity-1. AU-58 (PCGS). This die 
marriage, with the so-called “Fancy 8,” is often immediately recog¬ 
nizable by the as-struck die crack that bisects the obverse. Both sides 
have retained a great deal of their original mint luster, and the cen¬ 
ters are basically untoned in appearance. The obverse has a periph¬ 
eral ring of golden-to-rose tinting, the reverse possesses just a splash 
of yellow-golden highlight at the lower-left rim, and while there are 
a few distractions on this piece, the only one we wish to mention is 
a moderately sized tick just behind Liberty’s portrait. 

PCGS# 4529. 


5301 1837 Seated. MS-64 (NGC). Seated-coinage collectors should 
examine this piece closely at lot viewing, for it could be a model for 
near-Gem Seated Dimes. At first blush, the authentic-looking ton¬ 
ing presents as charcoal gray, but at indirect light angles, the piece 
absolutely explodes in purplish-blue and magenta iridescence. 
Solidly struck throughout the devices and legends, we note only 
those abrasions commensurate with the grade, none of individual 
concern. 

PCGS# 4561. 
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5304 1840 No Drapery. MS-66 (NGC). A solid, high-end representa¬ 
tive of the 1840 No Drapery Seated Dime, both sides are dressed in 
a steel-gray colored appearance and speckled with flecks of orange- 
gold coloration on the obverse. A sheen of satiny luster enfolds the 
surfaces, surfaces that reveal none but the most paltry of abrasions. 
A conditionally rare example of this popular type, this will fit even 
the most selective collector’s holdings. 

NGC Census: 13; with 6 finer. 

PCGS# 4573. 



5305 1842-0 MS-63 (NGC). Otherwise silver-gray in presentation, the 
obverse of this Choice Uncirculated Seated Dime has a periphery of 
blood-orange color, while the reverse has been coated in a softly 
frosted sheen of apricot-orange and pink coloration. There are scat¬ 
tered obverse abrasions, the majority of which have managed to fall 
outside the primary focal points, while the reverse is smooth-looking 
for the grade. 

PCGS# 4582. 



5306 1844 MS-61 (NGC). With just 72,500 pieces coined, the 'y44 
Seated Dime is a conditionally challenging issue, with very few sur¬ 
vivors known at the Mint State levels of preservation by either of the 
major services. A highly-sought after date since Frank C. Ross 
dubbed it the “Little Orphan Annie,” and still widely collected today 
for its sustained rarity in the upper echelons of preservation, wc feel 
this to be a terrific opportunity for the consumer to obtain a tremen¬ 
dous example of one of the key-dates to the series. Not only a coin 
for the specialist collector, this piece will make a strong choice for 
enthusiasts of original-looking toning as well, for a peripheral halo 
of golden-orange color encompasses an inner-circle of dark azure 
tone with a mostly silver-gray center. The reverse has gained a some¬ 
what less-dramatic flash of iridescence, as there is a duskv-orange 
highlight gathered at the periphery. 

NGC Census: 2; 6 finer. 

PCGS# 4585. 
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Specimen Cameo Proof 1845 Seated Dime 

The Only Cameo-Certified Representative of the Date 



'07 1845 Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). Save for the 1844 and 1846, the 1845 P-mint delivered Seated Dime is essentially no different from other issues 
of the 40s in that the majority of the production run figures are neither high nor low, with 1.7 million business strikes delivered in this date. It seems 
however, that the proof mintages were anything but common, although we will likely never know with any degree of certainty the true size of these 
deliveries, for we have no reliable record as to their numbers. Therefore, we are only left with the known-surviving population to extrapolate some 
understanding of this format’s rarity within the series. If one chooses to examine the figures, one will find impossibly low numbers for the first 20 years 
of production. Therefore, with almost 150 years having elapsed since this coin’s production, it seems safe to call examples of this date rare in the 
absolute sense. However, this piece has managed to endure in such tremendous condition as to be the only representative of the format certified by 
NGC with a Cameo finish. Fully deserving of the coveted Gem designation, both sides are essentially untoned in presentation, offering only an almost 
silver-white sheen throughout. Both sides are immaculately impressed, with nearly every device and legend standing in razor-sharp definition. The 
fields are deeply mirrored, revealing none but the most inane of handling marks, with essentially nothing to describe in terms of singularly important 
distractions. This may be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, and one that many a collector should seriously consider before auction. 

NGC Census: 1/0 in all grades. 

There is a small as-made planchet flaw on Liberty’s right arm. 


»08 1845 MS-64 (NGC). As a near-Gem representative from a rela¬ 
tively modest original delivery of 1.7 million pieces, this Seated 
Dime will be a stupendous fit for the type collector’s holdings. A typ¬ 
ical survivor of the the series, in that the seeming charcoal-gray sur¬ 
face color bursts with tone under a lamp, divulging iridescent shades 
of rose-red, ice-blue and electric-orange. 

A faint, as-made die crack extends from Liberty’s toe to the rim. 

PCGS# 4586. 



5309 1849-0 MS-62 (NGC). An example from a limited delivery of 
just 300,000 pieces, both sides of this O-mint Seated Dime present 
a fair envelope of silvery mint luster, and only the slenderest abra¬ 
sions throughout that do little more than define the grade for the 
issue. Virtually mute on the subject of toning, the eye will detect a 
faint shimmer of golden iridescence as the coin rotates under a lamp. 
As-made die polish lines appear here and there on both sides, and a 
bold-to-sharp strike has blessed nearly every detail of this coin. 

PCGS# 4592. 


OWERS AND MERENA AUCTIONS 


Page 53 









The October 2006 Las Vegas Auction 


5310 1853 Arrows. MS-64 (PCGS). A brilliant-white, lustrous exam¬ 
ple of the Arrows at Date Variety, this piece is fully struck and has 
only, scattered, shallow abrasions that are well-within the parameters 
of the assigned grade. Some recutting is noticeable among the date. 

PCGS# 4603. 


5311 1859-S AU-55 (NGC). With a scant 24 examples certified by the 
two major grading services, this is a very rare coin. Greer (The 
Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Dimes, 1992) describes it as one 
of the keys to the Stars on Obverse series, a rival to the 1856-S issue. 
The 1859-S Dime was originally produced to the tune of 60,000 
pieces, a low figure for a Dime of its era. The top certified represen¬ 
tatives are two MS-62 pieces at NGC, while PCGS has certified two 
Mint State examples, one as a MS-63 and the other at the MS-65 
level. With a mere four Mint State coins available, this attractive AU 
piece represents quite a significant opportunity for the avid collec¬ 
tors of the series, who can acquire a rare date that is still at a high 
level of preservation. 

This piece is wholesome and original, with a light-gray and rus¬ 
set color, and traces of desirable originality clinging to the stars and 
peripheries. The wear is light and even, and though the wreath on 
the reverse shows wear, it is still bold and distinct. The stars on the 
obverse remain sharply defined, and though the obverse is peppered 
with small abrasions, these are shallow and not detracting for an AU 
coin. The letters of LIBERTY are deeply defined, and there are no 
singular distractions on this most pleasing piece. Specialists will 
appreciate its high quality, which should spark spirited competition 
toward its acquisition. 

NGC Census: 3/2. 

PCGS# 4621. 

5312 1862 Proof-64 (PCGS). Graced with the presence of gorgeous, 
olive-green and sunset-orange toning, with the reverse showing a 
thin semi-circle of electric-blue iridescence residing at the upper rim, 
this is a very attractive coin. The centers are mostly brilliant, dis¬ 
playing fiery, reflective surfaces and sharply impressed devices. A few 
hairlines are noted, yet these are consistent with the Choice grade 
and do not detract from the impressive beauty of this delightful 
piece. 

PCGS# 4755. 

5313 1863 Proof-64 (PCGS). Demonstrating a commendable level of 
originality, thanks to the presence of attractive, auburn toning on 
both sides. The surfaces are that of a reflective Proof coin, though a 
few hairlines are noticeable in the fields, and these are commensu¬ 
rate with the Choice grade. An eminendy desirable piece, one of 
only 460 examples originally minted. 

PCGS# 4756. 

5314 1880 MS-64 (PCGS). An attractive piece that is endowed with 
desirable, original color comprised of olive, orange and russet shades. 
Soft, satiny luster underlies the moderate patination, while the strike 
is crisp and surfaces abrasions are few. 

PCGS# 4688. 





5315 1903-S MS-64 (PCGS). Both sides of this near-Gem Barber 
Dime present contrasting and dappled shades of apricot-orange and 
deep-purple color. Solidly struck through the major devices, we find 
very little to report in terms of outwardly distracting abrasions or 
blemishes, although the luster is certainly more flashy on the reverse 
than obverse. 

PCGS# 4832. 



5316 1909 Proof-68 (PCGS). Here is a supreme example of a Proof 
Barber Dime, its obverse radiates with silvery white brilliance, with just 
a hint of golden-auburn toning adorning the upper portions. The 
reverse is coated in an exciting blend of olive and green-blue irides¬ 
cence. The mirrors are deep as a lake, with sparkling, watery reflectivi¬ 
ty, while the portrait on the obverse dazzles with delicate Cameo con¬ 
trast. The strike is full; every detail is needle-sharp in definition. 
Blemishes are virtually nonexistent, with only a couple, very short hair¬ 
lines being evident. In addition to the exceptional eve-appeal of this 
coin is the fact that is housed in an older, green-label PCGS holder, 
which means that service has not certified a Dime of this date and grade 
in a long time. It stands alone as the only PR-68 representative, a true 
top-of-the-population coin that will be competitively sought by 
Registry Set enthusiasts and advanced collectors alike. Exceptional. 

PCGS Population: 1/0. 

PCGS# 4893. 

5317 1912 MS-66 (PCGS). With PCGS certifying only 4 examples at 
the Superb Gem level of preservation, this MS-66 example is likely 
to find a welcome home in a Registry Set of Barber Dimes. Beyond 
sheer numbers, however, this is an original-looking and engaging 
example that shows dappled tones of champagne-pink, sunset- 
orange and pinkish-maroon on both sides. Solidly struck and mini¬ 
mally abraded, this is a technically and aesthetically pleasing piece. 

PCGS# 4860. 

5318 1913-S AU-55 (PCGS). While the obverse presents as essentially 
untoned, the reverse displays splashes of golden-orange coloration. 
As an AU coin, there is of course faint rub over the highpoints, and 
a few abrasions over both sides of this coin, all of which are consis¬ 
tent with the designated grade. 

PCGS# 4864. 
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Important 1916-D Mercury Dime 

NGC-graded MS-64 FB 



5319 1916-D MS-64 FB (NGC). It is an unusual opportunity to offer a 1916-D Mercury Dime in such a tremendous technical grade, but it is an even 
greater pleasure to present a piece of this limited delivery with such an exceptional degree of eye appeal as well. Every bit the near-Gem, and embraced 
with a subtle and authentic-looking sheen of pastel iridescence that taunts the numismatist as the coin rotates under a lamp. Both sides are adorned 
in mottled shades of twilight-orange, burnt-sienna and marigold-apricot, and they beam with a luster so intense, frosty and luscious as to seem with¬ 
out peer at this level of preservation. While abrasions must exist on a piece of this grade, they are so slight in nature as to be nearly invisible, an effect 
surely enhanced by the aforementioned luster and coloration. 

The year 1916 saw a mere 264,000 piece delivery of D-mint Mercury Dimes, all of which were delivered in November of that year. Production of 
the 10-cent denomination ceased at this facility in order to provide supply for the ever-increasing demand for the Quarter, and by the time “dime 
coinage could resume, the 1917 dies were on hand and a new year had begun” (per Lange, 2005). Celebrated the numismatic world over as one of 
the most coveted issues in all of U.S. coinage, every collector has at least heard of this D-mint delivery, famous for its low original mintage and tremen¬ 
dous valuation in all grades. If in the market for a “can’t-lose” investment, or a Choice coin that will always find a home regardless of market fluctu¬ 
ation, this high-grade representative of the issue is almost beyond reproach. 

PCGS# 4907. 



5320 1916-D AU-58 FB Cleaned. Housed in a SEGS holder labeled 
MS-61, this well struck, and strictly faintly rubbed example of this 
always-popular issue will fit well into even the most exclusive of 
budget-minded collections. A bit of lavender-rose colot hides 
amongst the legends and more protected surface areas, but the piece 
otherwise boasts a pinkish-gray and ruddy-orange tinted sheen. 
Wispy hairlines that betray an old cleaning will be found through¬ 
out the open fields, but they are light and essentially invisible, save 
under a ten-power lens. 

PCGS# 4906. 


5321 1916-D G-4 (PCGS). Largely pale-steel colored in appearance, 
there are charcoal-gray hues tucked away in the protected recesses. 
As a circulated example of the key-date in the series, we find the 
usual quota of blemishes, most notably on Liberty’s portrait, but the 
piece is attractive in spite of these abrasions. 

PCGS# 4906. 
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Fabulous 1918-S MS-66 FB 
Mercury Dime 



5322 1918-S MS-66 FB (PCGS). In 1918, the San Francisco Mint 
produced 19.3 million pieces, the second-highest S-mint delivery 
from the inception of the series through 1940. Yet, according to 
Lange (2005) they used a mere 73 obverse dies, and 66 reverse dies, 
with the former striking on average 274,794 pieces, and the latter 
303,930 pieces. As one may expect from these figures, the bulk of 
this production run appears ill-defined, as the dies must have been 
widely spaced, and excessively used, in order to achieve such 
tremendous numbers, and as our author later points out, “this date 
is notorious for being rare with full central bands." The example 
offered in the present lot is one of those rare Gems, as it appears 
with FB definition, even at the central bands, and PCGS has noted 
this sharp strike on the insert. The reverse, basically untoned in 
appearance, is mated to an obverse impressive in its original-look¬ 
ing toning. A gentle mist of coppery-yellow iridescence has 
descended upon Liberty’s portrait, within which we note speckles of 
deeper-orange and cobalt-blue color. Indelibly coated in a deeply 
frosted sheen, we are unable to remark upon even the faintest of dis¬ 
tractions for the grade, a numeric designation with only two exam¬ 
ples extant that have been graded finer. 

PCGS Population: 17: just 2 finer with FB designation. 

PCGS# 4921. 



5323 1919 MS-67 FB (PCGS). The vast majority of MS 1919 P-mint 
Mercury Dimes grade between Choice Uncirculated and Gem BU, 
and it is an issue “fairly common in all grades through MS-64.” 
With a mere 9 Superb Gem examples of this date at this level of 
preservation, all of which have the coveted FB distinction, Registry 
Set collectors who fail to act on this coin may be in for a long wait 
to acquire another such representative. With satiny-to-ffosty luster, 
and displaying a slightly mottled, opaque sheen, save for the period¬ 
ic dot of ice-blue color, the general aesthetic effect is that of the high¬ 
est degree. Crisply demarcated devices are the hallmark of the coin, 
and we have no compulsion to report even the faintest of abrasions, 
as they are all in accord with the assigned numeric grade. 

PCGS Population: 9/0 with FB designation. 

PCGS# 4923. 
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Glorious 1919-D MS-65 FB Mercury Dime 



5324 1919-D MS-65 FB (NGC). According to Lange (2005) the 1919-D “is common only in the lowest circulated grades and as mediocre Mint State 
coins. Although split band specimens are usually available, fully raised bands are rare.” In other words, this is a conditionally rare issue, with circulat¬ 
ed coins readily available for the budget-conscious consumers, and well-struck, immaculately preserved examples promoted into the domain of the 
Registry Set collector. More specifically, enthusiasts in the series can choose from a number of FB coins well into the MS levels of preservation, up to 
and including the MS-64 numeric grade. At the Gem designation however, crisply impressed representatives become almost impossible to obtain, with 
NGC and PCGS certifying a total of 17 examples with the coveted FB distinction. As a member of this aristocratic group, most collectors will do lit¬ 
tle more that look at this coin during lot viewing, but for those intrepid enough to consider purchase, then prepare worthy bids, for this piece is not 
just technically satisfying, but aesthetically pleasing as well. Frosty luster shimmers from rim to rim as the coin dips into a light, blessing surfaces that 
reveal only a few inane abrasions wholly unmentionable in this description. The strike is sharp, easily seen through the crisply impressed devices and 
legends on both sides, and the color is impressive in its mostly silvery sheen. 

NGC Census: 5/0 with FB definition. 

A close inspection will reveal a few as-made die cracks on the obverse, an effect often seen on coins of this date and mint. 

PCGS# 4925. 



5325 1919-D MS-64 FB (NGC). PCGS has certified a mere five coins 
with FB definition finer than this example, making it one of the 
most desirable representatives of the date. As such, most Registry Set 
collectors will take note of this coin, and examine it closely at lot 
viewing, for it represents an important bidding opportunity to add 
to one’s specialized holdings of Mercury Dimes. Sharply struck over 
almost every important design motif, and noted as such with the 
coveted FB distinction, we find this piece to be lovingly frosted, and 
warmly embraced by a delicate iridescence of orange and rose-gold 
hues, and while these colors are more pronounced on the obverse, 
the reverse is no less appealing. 

PCGS# 4925. 


5326 1919-S MS-64 (PCGS). Both sides of this near-Gem reveal dap¬ 
pled shades of charcoal-gray color flecked about, and the surfaces are 
devoid of distracting abrasions or blemishes for the grade. Possessed 
of quality luster and without mentionable areas of strike weakness. 

PCGS# 4926. 


5327 1921-D MS-65 FB (NGC). Otherwise presenting a flaxen-silver 
toned presentation, the obverse of this 1921-D Mercury Dime is 
encircled with a smattering of a very light purple coloration. Crisply 
impressed over both sides, the devices and legends stand in bold defi¬ 
nition, while a frothy mint luster dances in illuminescent rapture. 
Exceptionally smooth-looking Gem surfaces fail to reveal a single 
abrasion, save for those in accordance with the grade, and none of 
which are cause for concern or description. 

PCGS# 4937. 
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5331 1935-D MS-68 ★ (NGC). This is the finest-known MS-68 ★ 
1935-D Mercury Dime without Full Band definition, and let us 
assure all interested parties, it is a fantastic example of the issue. The 
★ 'hat designates superior eye appeal has been aptly applied to this 
coin, as both sides offer deep layers of original-looking toning. A 
complex interplay of icy-purple, golden-apricot and twilight-orange 
colors intertwine on the obverse, while the reverse has been over¬ 
come with a deep sanguine-coral tone. Beset by a frosty luster that 
shivers during rotation, both sides present as almost transcendental 
in this numeric grade. 

N< ,< ( ensue 1 with the ★ designation; none finer without FB definition. 

PCGS# 4994. 

5332 1940 Proof-65 (NGC). A few patches of coloration have appeared 
in the right-reverse field of this proof Gem Mercury Dime, but it is 
otherwise untoned in appearance. A brilliant finish and minimally 
abraded surfaces for the grade are the hallmarks of this piece. 

PCGS# 5075. 


5333 1942/1 MS-63 (ANACS). Depending on whether one looks at 
the PCGS Population Reports, or the NGC Census data of the 
1942/1 Mercury Dime without Full Band definition, there have 
been 50 to 75% more P-mint submissions and certifications of this 
famous overdate than D-mint submissions. Yet examples of this 
Philadelphia Mint delivery consistently demand higher premiums at 
nearly every level of preservation, exploding in value at the Gem BU 
grades. Although not an MS-65 piece, the representative of this elu¬ 
sive issue in the present lot has plenty of eye appeal to spare at the 
Choice Uncirculated grade, with a quality strike that has resulted in 
as near to Full Band definition as possible without attaining that 
coveted descriptor. Both sides have been graced by a tungsten-blue 
sheen, with a peripheral band of yellow-gold coloration on the 
reverse. 

PCGS# 5036. 


5328 1925-S MS-65 FB (PCGS). A tremendous Gem FB Mercury 
Dime, with none but the most paltry of abrasions and blemishes. 
Both sides are well struck throughout, and noted as such with the FB 
moniker, and a mottled sheen of golden-yellow and silver-gray tone 
has enveloped both sides of this conditionally challenging S-mint 
delivery. 

PCGS# 4953. 


5330 1929-D MS-67 FB (PCGS). A coin for the Registry Set collector, 
with only 1 piece certified finer by PCGS. Possessed of full mint 
bloom, and virtually untoned, we are scarcely able to find the tiniest 
of grade limiting abrasions on this already numerically superior 
piece. 

PCGS Population: 26/1 with FB definition. 

PCGS# 4975. 


5329 1928-S MS-66 FB (PCGS). A wonderfully textured surface pres 
entation appears through a very light sheen of golden iridescence 
beginning to insert itself into the central fields. As noted on the 
holder with the FB distinction, this 1928-S Mercury Dime has 
received an above-average strike from the dies, resulting in power¬ 
fully detailed devices, although impression wanes just a bit towards 
the lower-left reverse periphery. Mostly free from pesky abrasions, 
we note an incredibly slender tick just above the eye. 

One will observe a very slight, as-made die break running through Liberty's portrait 
PCGS# 4971. 
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5336 1876 Proof-63 Cameo (NGC). Business-strike Seated Twenty- 
Cent pieces were coined only in 1875 and 1876. Proofs, however, 
were issued from ‘75 through ‘78, but regardless of format, examples 
of this short-lived series come under pressure from type collectors at 
" ^basically all levels of preservation. This Cameo coin has been expert¬ 
ly preserved through the years, although both sides divulge a few 
wispy hairlines. There is a sizeable as-made flaw just before Liberty’s 
head, likely from a piece of wire that was stuck on the obverse die at 
the time of production, and a couple more as-made voids at the 
lower-obverse rim. Otherwise untoned and beautiful. 

PCGS# 85304. 


5337 1876 MS-64 (PCGS). Here is an exquisite example of the type, 
with lovely auburn toning residing on the peripheries. The centers 
are brilliant, with a silver-white texture and booming, frosty luster. 
The strike is rather sharp, with only a slight bit of faintness visible 
on Liberty’s head and the last couple of stars. The rest of the stars are 
deeply defined, and surface abrasions are decidedly minimal for the 
assigned grade. These consist of a few, wispy blemishes that are most 
apparent in the open fields. In any case, this is a very attractive coin 
that is sure to draw considerable fire from enthusiastic bidders. 

PCGS# 5299. 


Twenty-Cent Pieces 


5335 1875 Proof-65 (NGC). At indirect light angles, this Seated 
Twenty-Cent piece appears dominated by a dappled charcoal-gray 
color, but as the coin dips into a light, one will observe a rich irides¬ 
cence of ice-blue hue on the obverse. Underlying this tone are fields 
brilliant in sheen, and devices standing in sharp, stark contrast. 
Neither side presents much in terms of noteworthy handling marks 
or abrasions, nor are we able to locate irksome areas of strike weak¬ 
ness. 

PCGS# 5303. 


5334 1945-S Micro S. MS-67 (PCGS). A charming piece, with gor¬ 
geous surfaces that are ablaze with frosty luster. A warm golden pati¬ 
na complements the impressive luster, with only a couple, scant 
abrasions present. This coin has the bright surfaces and luminous 
quality of a Superb Gem, and it is very well struck, with the Bands 
on the reverse nearly full. 

PCGS# 5062. 
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Quarter Dollars 


5338 1877 Proof-66 Cameo (NGC). Easily one of the most well-pre¬ 
served proof specimen Twenty-Cent pieces this cataloger has ever 
handled. The brilliance of the fields verges on the point of extraor¬ 
dinary, with both sides smooth-looking, and essentially free from 
bothersome handling marks and abrasions. The reverse sports a halo 
of electric-blue iridescence, with a center of rosy-orange hue. An 
otherwise pinkish-gold colored obverse yields a swatch of cobalt- 
blue color at the upper left, with a small variegated patch of tone 
just left of Liberty’s shield. Sharply impressed throughout, as befits 
a proof striking, with the coin as a whole perhaps speaking to the 
Superb Gem designation. 

PCGS# 85305. 


5339 1878 Uncirculated Detail Altered Surfaces, Questionable 
Color (Uncertified). The final two-years of the short-lived Seated 
Liberty Twenty-Cent series were issued in proof-only format, with 
the 1878 having the larger of the original mintages at 600 pieces. All 
devices and legends are expectably well struck for a proof issue, and 
while the surfaces display very few handling marks or abrasions, we 
note a questionable color uniformly covering both sides. This tone 
presents in a not altogether unattractive and mottled array of pewter, 
apricot-orange, light-mauve and bluish-purple tinting, and the 
remainder of the surfaces are mostly brilliant in finish. 

PCGS# 5306. 


Exceptional 1877 
Twenty-Cent Piece 

NGC-graded Proof-66 Cameo 


5341 1825/3 B-2. Rarity-2. MS-62 (NGC). Possessed of a satiny sheen 
of mint frost, the pinkish-gold central fields are surrounded by a 
glossy, gunmetal-blue color at the peripheries on both sides. Sharply 
struck throughout, we note a hint of weakness at the top of the reverse 
eagle’s left wing, although most devices and legends are immaculately 
detailed. Save for very faint abrasions above the date, we find few' 
blemishes on either side that merit more clarification. Noted as B-2 on 
the NGC insert, an attribution with which we concur. 

PCGS# 5338. 

5342 1832 B-l. Rarity-1. AU-55 (PCGS). For a coin that likely saw a 
very short stint in circulation, neither obverse nor reverse present 
much in terms of overt wear, nor inordinate distractions for the 
grade. If anything, the piece offers a general presentation of a high¬ 
er numeric designation, for plenty of mint luster remains in the pro¬ 
tected recesses, and both sides reveal excellent detail in the design 
motifs. Otherwise silver-gray in sheen, we note a few dots of color 
over both sides of this Capped Bust Quarter, found in a first-gener¬ 
ation PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 5351. 


5340 1818 B-l 0. Rarity-6. AU-58 (PCGS). Shades of cobalt-blue and 
pinkish-orange coloration cover the bulk of the obverse, while tones 
of golden-yellow and blue have gathered at the reverse periphery. 
Through the heavy as-struck clashmarks, there are a few wispy abra¬ 
sions in the fields of both sides, although they fail to detract from the 
overall eye appeal, and are mentioned mosdy for accuracy. The mint 
luster is largely satin-looking, and is found almost exclusively in the 
protected recesses of the obverse, while the reverse appears nearly 
prooflike. 

PCGS# 5322. 
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5343 1846 MS-64 (NGC). The silvery-satin luster is interrupted only 
by a whisper of orange-copper toning at the lower-left rim on the 
obverse, while the reverse offers a mottled purplish-gray color. 
Otherwise free from mentionable and/or sizeable abrasions, the 
blemishes that do appear coincide quite nicely with the near-Gem 
numeric designation. A well-struck example throughout, one will be 
hard pressed to find even a trivial area of strike weakness. 

PCGS# 5409. 


5344 1853 Arrows and Rays. MS-65 (NGC). With a mere 9 examples 
of the Arrows and Rays Seated Quarter Dollar certified finer at 
NGC, this piece falls squarely into the domain of the Registry Set 
collector. Essentially brilliant in appearance, there are a few slender 
threads of deeper obverse toning swelling beneath the satiny-to- 
frosty luster, while a delicate pinkish, cardinal-red color appears 
between the intricately detailed reverse designs. Soundly raised 
devices and legends only add to the already exceptional technical 
appeal of this Gem, assuring its success on the auction block. 

PCGS# 5426. 


Elusive NGC Proof-65 
1856 Seated Quarter 


5345 1856 Proof-65 (NGC). Part of an 1856 P-mint delivery of proof 
Seated Quarters with an unknown original mintage figure, the 
example in the present lot is as appealing a representative of this 
issue as any we have seen in some time. Like most other dates from 
this era, the 1856 is incredibly difficult to locate at almost any level 
of preservation, with a total of 25 examples certified at NGC 
through the MS-66 numeric grade without a Cameo or Ultra 
Cameo distinction. As such, this piece warrants serious considera¬ 
tion from both high-end type collectors, and specialists of the series, 
for it ranks among the best at that grading service, both in terms of 
technical quality, and aesthetic appeal as well. Within a shimmering 
peripheral ring of ocean-blue rim tone stand surfaces generally red- 
dish-pink in sheen, with a highlight of sunset-orange below the 
seated portrait of Liberty. The reverse offers a scheme of iridescence, 
although the blue tone is considerably deeper, with the copper-rus¬ 
set hue a bit more mottled. Even as the piece rotates under a lamp, 
these colors fail to subside in their intensity, and save for blemishes 
all but invisible to the unaided eye, we are hard pressed to locate 
singularly mentionable handling marks worthy of report. 

NGC Census: 4; with a mere 2 finer in this finish. 

PCGS# 5552. 
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Conditionally Rare Superb Gem 
Seated Quarter 



5346 1857 MS-67 ★ (NGC). Seemingly verging on the point of 
prooflike reflectivity, this ★ designated Seated Quarter Dollar has 
virtually every quality specialist collectors of the series desire. 
Brilliant-white colored in presentation, neither side speaks to even 
a slender whisper of toning. Nearly every device and legend has 
been raised to dramatic effect by powerful blows from the dies, and 
it appears as well nigh to fully struck as any example of the issue we 
have handled in recent memory. The surfaces offer essentially no 
blemish that merits distinction on a coin that has achieved such a 
lofty numeric designation, and although they are very faint, one 
will observe a few slender die polish lines on both the obverse and 
reverse of this spectacular representative. With only 2 Superb Gems 
of this issue certified with the ★ designation, and a mere 1 coin 
graded finer, this piece will surely fall into the domain of the 
Registry Set collector, and as such a tremendous survivor of this P- 
mint delivery, we know it will inspire spirited bidding in Las Vegas. 

NGC Census: 2 with ★ designation: a mere 1 finer in MS-68. 

PCGS# 5442. 



5347 1863 Proof-65 Cameo (NGC). A piece for the toning fanatic, the 
obverse is possessed of a golden-orange colored center, with an irreg¬ 
ular and faintly mottled halo of cobalt-blue and champagne-pink iri¬ 
descence. The reverse is certainly more uniform in terms of sheen, 
with an even light-mauve pigmentation that is flashed with light-yel¬ 
low highlights, and a swirl of variegated hue above the eagles right 
wing. Underlying this sheen are deeply mirrored fields, with nary a 
detracting blemish in sight. 

PCGS# 95559. 


5348 1863 Proof-64 (PCGS). The monied blend of ice-blue and and 
magenta toning that covers the reverse of this near-Gem is met 
almost ideally with the colors draping themselves over the obverse. 
While at first glance, the obverse presents as charcoal-gray tinted, as 
the coin rotates under a lamp, we uncover a sunset blend of twilight- 
orange, rich sky-blue and earthen-maroon. This is a Seated Quarter 
Dollar that possesses handling marks simply defining the grade, and 
a field-to-device contrast nearly ideal for a coin without the Cameo 
designation. 

PCGS# 5559. 
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,5349 1867 Proof-67 Cameo (NGC). Silver-gray in presentation with¬ 
out mention of obverse of reverse toning, neither side of this proof 
Seated Quarter reveals any but the most innocuous of blemishes, a 
presentation that most specialists in the series have come to expect at 
this grade level. Proof specimens of this type come under intense 
pressure from high-quality type collectors, due primarily to the 
spindly MS populations of their business strike brethren, a fact sure 
to make this coin a sure-fire winner in Las Vegas. 

NGC Census: 2: 1 with the ★ designation. 

PCGS# 85566. 



5350 1873 Arrows. Proof-64 (ANACS). The obverse of this proof 
Arrows Seated Quarter is divided somewhat uniformly by blue and 
golden-pink iridescence, although this effect is markedly subdued on 
the reverse, where we find only a snippet of this azure and sky-blue 
tone at 7-9 o’clock. Exceptional in its brilliance, and marvelously 
smooth-looking surfaces, this coin should not be missed by original¬ 
looking toning enthusiasts. 

PCGS# 5574. 



5351 1874 Arrows. Proof-66 Cameo (NGC). As one of the finest 
known survivors of the proof 1874 Arrows Seated Quarter, this coin 
in an exemplary representative of its issue. A delicate halo of sunset- 
orange rim tone has emerged on both sides of this piece, and has 
begun to creep into the brilliantly reflective fields. Every bit the 
Gem, the devices have been flocked by a rich coat of frosty mint lus¬ 
ter, while the expertly preserved surfaces reveal none but the most 
inane of handling marks. 

NGC Census: 8; none finer with Cameo presentation. 

PCGS# 85575. 

5352 1884 MS-61 (PCGS). A bright, desirable piece with shimmering 
luster, a crisp strike and blemishes typical for the assigned grade, due 
in part to the varying nature of the surface texture. Nevertheless, this 
is a very attractive coin at the MS-61 grade level. 

PCGS# 5516. 
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The Finest-Known 
PCGS-Certified 
1888 -S Seated Quarter 

Graded MS-67 


5353 1888-S MS-67 (PCGS). Like many of the issues in the Seated 
Liberty Quarter Dollar series, the 1888-S is a common date, but 
very scarce in grades above Gem BU. In fact, PCGS has certified 
just 8 examples of the date and mint combination at and beyond 
the MS-65 level of preservation. This piece, however, tops the list, 
currendy ranking as the single finest-known representative of the 
1.2 million piece delivery. Registry Set collectors should therefore 
note this lot in their catalogs for it will likely outstrip all competi¬ 
tors for years to come, not just in terms of technical appeal, but aes¬ 
thetic appeal as well. Both sides illuminate under a lamp, so exu¬ 
berantly frosted are the surfaces, while the color, otherwise silver- 
gray in presentation, will offer the periodic flash of golden-apricot 
on the obverse, and an occasionally variegated blend of burnt-sien¬ 
na tint in the more protected reverse surface area. The strike is bold, 
and as near to fitll as we have seen on a representative of the issue. 

PCGS# 5521. 



5354 1890 MS-66 (NGC). With both sides possessed of such phenom¬ 
enal luster, one might think of an even higher numeric designation, 
especially in light of the minimal number of abrasions scattered 
about either side. Nevertheless, this is an impressive Gem, dressed as 
it is in warm tones of dulcimer-orange and champagne-pink hues. 
There is a tiny as-made planchet flaw between the olive branch and 
the eagle’s left wing that we include solely for the sake of accuracy, as 
it does little to detract from the overall eye appeal. 

PCGS# 5523. 

5355 1896-S G-4 (PCGS). With the third-lowest original mintage fig¬ 
ure for the series, the ‘96-S is a highly sought-after coin in all levels 
of preservation. The present example is a quality representative of 
the issue, even with the Good-4 numeric grade. As with all coins that 
circulate extensively, this piece has abrasions across most surface 
area, but none are extraordinarily deep or distracting. All legends 
and motifs remain bold in definition, but most intricate detail has 
worn away through the years. 

PCGS# 5615. 


5356 1899 Proof-65 (PCGS). In the final year of the 19th century, the 
Philadelphia Mint delivered 12.6 million business strikes and 846 
proof examples of the Barber Quarter series. The 1899 P-mint Gem 
in the present lot is a beautiful exemplar from this proof mintage, as 
the mirrors are deep, the devices softly frosted, the overall appear¬ 
ance that of brilliance, with both sides offering delicate golden 
peripheral toning. 

PCGS# 5685. 
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5359 1912 Proof-67 (PCGS). The scratch that appears in the photo¬ 
graph is undoubtedly on the holder, and thank goodness, for it 
would have impaired an otherwise beautiful Barber Quarter Dollar. 
This is one of those sleeper proof Superb Gem examples in that at 
first glance, it seems to possess a standard dove-gray appearance, but 
when rotated under a lamp, it bursts with tones of ice-blue, light- 
purple and twilight-orange coloration. 

PCGS# 5698. 

From Heritages Long Beach Signature Sale #366, February 2005, Lot 

4104, where it sold for more that $4,300.00. 


5360 1912 MS-65 (PCGS). As a Gem example with a relatively sizeable 
P-mint delivery of 4 million pieces, one would expect an according¬ 
ly large number of coins in the MS levels of preservation. This is 
indeed true up to a point, that point being found at the present Gem 
grade. Only 13 Barber Quarters of this issue have been graded 
beyond MS-65, and as such, this is a welcome bidding opportunity 
for the Registry Set Enthusiast. Basically free from coloration, we do 
detect faint hints of golden toning on the obverse rim. Satiny-to- 
frosty in luster, the example possesses a razor-sharp strike, and 
scarcely visible abrasions. 

PCGS# 5662. 


5357 1904 Proof-67 (NGC). A glittering jewel, with amazingly bright, 
brilliant-white color and marvelous, deeply mirrored surfaces. The 
strike is, as one would expect of a Proof coin, sharp as a razor and 
fully detailed. The amazing surfaces are watery and reflective, while 
a touch of Cameo contrast is noticeable upon the devices, and this 
is most noticeable upon the eagle on the reverse. Only a couple, light 
hairlines graze the surfaces, though these are hardly distracting and 
one needs a strong glass to find them. The Census figure quoted 
below does not include Cameo graded examples, and it should be 
noted that NGC has only certified 4 PF-67 Cameo coins, and none 
in Deep Cameo. Therefore, this is a very desirable piece at this grade 
level. 

NGC Census: 7/2; this figure does not address Cameo graded examples. 

PCGS# 5690. 


5358 1909 Proof-68 (NGC). Rarely do we handle a proof Barber 
Quarter with such exceptional eye appeal and toning, but when cou¬ 
pled with the sublime PR-68 Superb Gem designation, we stand in 
numismatic awe. Every once in a while, a coin passes through our 
hands that almost defies description, and the coin in the present lot 
comes very near that qualification, for its presentation is truly grand. 
A gossamer thread of cobalt-blue toning has welled from the lower- 
obverse rim up into the headband of Barber s Greco-Roman Liberty, 
where it encounters a sunset-orange iridescence. The right-hand field 
has developed a pinkish-red sheen notable for its depth and vivacity, 
and while the reverse shares these colors, they present in a different, 
albeit no less dramatic, fashion. Along with the eagle, and upper- 
third of the visible surface area, the reverse has acquired an electric- 
blue coloration, with the balance of that side a blend of twilight- 
pink, orange and magenta. As expected at this numeric grade, we 
find neither distracting handling mark, nor bothersome strike weak¬ 
ness, nor subjugation of the mirrored fields. Let us underscore: do 
not miss this coin at lot viewing. 

NGC Census: 9; none finer in any grade. 

PCGS# 5695. 

Ex: Hugon Collection 
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Gem FH 1916 Standing Liberty Quarter 



5361 1916 Standing Liberty. MS-65 FH (NGC). Designed by Hermon A. MacNeil, the Standing Liberty Quarter made its debut on January 17, 1917. 
The initial batches of coins distributed to the public did not just contain 1917-dated coins, however, but also those with the date 1916. The latter 
pieces were struck December 16-30, 1916 at the Philadelphia Mint, in what would seem to have been an unauthorized action. The Standing Liberty 
Quarter was authorized by the Act of September 26, 1890, which stated that at least 25 years had to elapse before a U.S. coin design could be changed. 
Since the Barber Quarter was first produced in 1892, the Standing Liberty Quarter technically had to wait until 1917 for striking. While the Mint 
complied with the letter of the law by not releasing the first of the new Quarters until 1917, it may not have complied with the meaning of the law 
with its limited press run of Standing Liberty Quarters at the end of 1916. 

Produced in limited numbers, the 1916 has long been recognized as one of the key issues in the Standing Liberty Quarter series. This is one of the 
most attractive representatives of both the type and the issue that we have ever handled. Both sides are intensely lustrous with a shimmering, ffosty- 
textured finish. The centers are more-or-less brilliant, and they are framed by blushes of warm, iridescent, lavender-russet and copper-tan peripheral 
toning. The strike is as close to complete as one could realistically expect for the issue, and the definition more than upholds the validity of the FH 
designation. With nary a detracting abrasion in evidence and awe-inspiring eye appeal, it should come as no surprise to read that this gorgeous Superb 
Gem is in very select company at the top of the PCGS Population Report. 

PCGS# 5705. 


Exquisite 1916 Standing Liberty Quarter Graded MS-64 FH by NGC 



5362 1916 Standing Liberty. MS-64 FH (NGC). All collectors of the Standing Liberty Quarter series are familiar with the 1916 P-mint delivery of the 
issue, since it is the rarest and most valuable of any date and mint, save for the 1918/7-S. As one of the most celebrated coins regardless of denomi¬ 
nation, well-struck and solidly preserved examples never seem to find difficulty locating a welcome home in the finest of collections. What’s more, rep¬ 
resentatives of the 1916 issue share the distinction as being a member of the short-lived Type I Standing Liberty Quarter, a type composed of only this 
date and the 1917, and thus come under pressure from both type and better date collectors as well as high-end specialists. In this lot, one will find an 
important near-Gem, possessed of incredibly well-detailed obverse and reverse devices, as well nigh to fully struck as any other example we have han¬ 
dled. As befits the numeric designation, neither side reveals singularly noteworthy blemishes, save for a few scattered and hardly noticeable abrasions. 
Blast-white colored in presentation, it would be difficult for even the most discerning of numismatists to locate a distraction on this wholly appealing 
example, which on a balance, appears to speak to an even higher numeric grade. 

PCGS# 5705. 
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5363 1916 VF-35 (PCGS). An ideal fit for the collection of a quality¬ 
conscious consumer, this mid-circulated example has terrific eye 
appeal despite having been exposed to a fair amount of business use. 
Neither side of this Quarter Dollar presents much in the way of dis¬ 
tractions, without a blemish that is out of context with the assigned 
numeric grade. We only observe a few wispy ticks in the less impor¬ 
tant focal areas, with uniform and moderate wear over all the design 
motifs. As is common with nearly every piece of this P-mint deliv¬ 
ery, the strike is less than perfect, but it surely represents as typical 
for the date. Hoary-gray colored in general appearance with the 
occasional mote of golden toning. 

PCGS# 5704. 


5364 1916 F-12 (NGC). As a member of the premier delivery in the 
Standing Liberty Quarter series, the 1916 comes under consistent 
pressure in almost all grades, with a seemingly never-ending call for 
examples of the issue from all corners of the marketplace. An accept¬ 
able and enchanting example from this limited production that dis¬ 
plays an overall effect of simply honest wear. The obverse has a some¬ 
what silvery coloration, while the reverse possesses a deep dove-gray 
sheen, flecked by the occasional spot of even darker toning. Most of 
the intricate detail has worn away due to general circulation, but 
nearly all design elements remain in bold definition. 

PCGS# 5704. 


5365 1917 Type I. MS-66 FH (NGC). This Gem is in possession of a 
simply phenomenal strike, visible not only on the NGC insert with 
the FH designation, but also in the tenderly delineated devices and 
legends. A blanket of rich mint frost envelopes both sides, and save 

-for the rarified tick on the reverse, the obverse and reverse are basi¬ 
cally mute on the subject of blemishes. NGC has certified just 6 
examples finer than the piece in this lot, sure to lend this coin allure 
in the Registry Set collectors eyes. 

PCGS# 5707. 

5366 1917 Type I. MS-64 FH (PCGS). As with nearly all 1917 Type I 
Philadelphia Mint Standing Liberty Quarters, this piece has received 
a crisp impression from the dies, and it is noted as such with FH des¬ 
ignation on the holder. A near-Gem example of the issue, both sides 
are essentially mute on the subject of toning, save for a tiny speck of 
coloration beneath the eagle’s right wing, and some scattered and 
milky obverse tint. The luster may be just a touch muted on the 
reverse, but the balance of the coin is pleasing. 

PCGS# 5707. 


5367 1917-D Type I. MS-66 FH (PCGS). An amazing Gem, with 
booming luster, a creamy-white texture and an all-white, brilliant 
surfaces. Type One Standing Liberty Quarters are elusive with orig¬ 
inal white surfaces, but here is one, a splendid example. The strike is 
absolutely full, displaying every feature of this beautiful design. All 
shield rivets are visible as are all the features of Liberty’s head and 
toes. Abrasions are decidedly slight, with only a couple present, and 
none are a distraction. Traces of extremely light, golden color are 
noticeable on the reverse, declaring the wonderful originality of this 
exceptional coin. 

PCGS# 5709. 

5368 1917-D Type I. MS-64 FH (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty, we have 
difficulty finding the scantiest of abrasions that would have limited 
this coin’s attainment of an even higher designation. There are a few 
areas of somewhat opaque toning on both the obverse and reverse, 
the likely culprits of the near-Gem grade. Nevertheless, this well- 
struck example of the issue is a piece sure to find a home in better- 
date type set. 

PCGS# 5709. 
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5369 1917-S Type I. MS-64 FH (NGC). NGC has assigned this 1917- 
S Standing Liberty Quarter FH designation, and we feel confident 
in the endorsement of this opinion, as nearly every device shows 
exceptional clarity. Frosty luster radiates as the piece rotates under a 
lamp, and we are unable to find noteworthy blemishes or abrasions 
at this near-Gem level of preservation. A quality representative of the 
issue sure to satisfy even the most discerning collector. 

PCGS# 5711. 



5370 1917 Type II. MS-66 FH (NGC). Satiny luster envelops devices 
that have acquired a darker, slate-gray color over their highpoints, 
while the remainder of the piece exhibits a slighdy motded color tex¬ 
ture that presents highlights of golden-orange and rosy-gray. Well 
struck, as noted on the insert, a FH distinction with which we agree. 

PCGS# 5715. 


Rare Mint State 1918/7-S Standing Liberty Quarter 



5371 1918/7-S MS-63 (PCGS). Recutting of a 1917-dated obverse die in the Philadelphia Mint led to the creation of this, one of the rarest and most 
highly sought overdates in the entire U.S. coin series. The blame for this recutting can actually be laid at the doorstep of the First World War and the 
seemingly insatiable demand for circulating coinage that it created in the United States. Rather than waste a perfectly good, yet outdated die, the 
Engraving Department simply reworked it by entering an 8 over the 7. With an S mintmark affixed, this die was shipped west for use in the California 
branch mint, where it struck an unknown portion of the 11 million 1918-S Quarters delivered. Judging by the number of survivors at all levels of 
preservation, the 18/7-S probably had a very limited original mintage. And, since this overdate remained undiscovered until 1937, it is righdy 
described as rare from both absolute and condition standpoints. 

1 his overdate is not known for sharp striking detail, and the vast majority of survivors are more or less bluntly impressed. That said, we are pleased 
to report that the present example, while anything but 100% fully struck, is relatively boldly detailed. Only the eagles breast on the reverse and, of 
course, Libertys head on the obverse possess what we would consider to be mentionable softness of strike, and a few missing shield rivets on the lat¬ 
ter side are noted solely for accuracy. Silver-gray in sheen, the surfaces are free of distracting abrasions with some muting to the obverse luster being 
the only feature that seems to preclude a higher Mint State assessment. The infrequency with which Uncirculated '18/7-S Quarters appear in todays 
market means that advanced Standing Liberty collectors would be wise to enter strong bids when this Choice condition rarity crosses the auction block 
in Las Vegas. 

PCGS# 5726. 
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Superb 1918/7-S Standing Liberty Quarter 

PCGS-certified MS-62 



5372 1918/7-S MS-62 (PCGS). The S-mint 1918/7 is without reservation an important condition rarity at all levels of preservation. This overdate was 
caused when a working 1917 die was recut in order to prolong its use for circulation strikes, a practice also common in the early- and late-19th cen¬ 
tury, when almost all available raw material was needed for planchet stock. Pieces coined with Full head definition are among the most challenging to 
locate, with J.H. Cline asserting that there are only “about 12 pieces” struck with such definition, a paltry sum indeed. With such scarcity so well 
impressed, it is no wonder that the coin in the present lot does not have the coveted FH designation, but that does not mean it is significantly more 
common than its more well-defined brethren. In fact, the same author reckons only 5% of all known examples fall into the BU preservation levels, 
and as a strictly Uncirculated piece, this coin is surely in elite company. Accordingly, all genuinely interested parties would also be in the upper-ech¬ 
elons of the numismatic world, in that they desire an issue well known to enthusiasts of almost every series in U.S. numismatics. In the present lot we 
are pleased to offer a wholly authentic-looking example, born from an unknown original mintage. The strike, while a bit weak, was likely the only 
limiting factor. We say this because, although we are able to locate a few wispy abrasions, they are without doubt in strict accordance with the PCGS 
grade, and because the luster is softly vibrant, with a warm, delicate mint frost. Freckles of deep-magenta coloration appear over the landscape of this 
piece, while both sides are possessed of a fine-spun golden-yellow peripheral tone. Long at the top of many a Standing Liberty Quarter collector’s want 
list, now is the time to act on that long confined yearning to acquire a premier example of the foremost rarity in the series. 

PCGS# 5726. 



5373 1918/7-S F-15 (NGC). For the budget -conscious collector, the 
example of the 1918/7-S Standing Liberty Quarter available in this 
lot represents an important bidding opportunity. The obverse shows 
signs of heavy commercial use, but this wear has been distributed 
evenly on both sides, and fortunately enough for the overall presen¬ 
tation, the coin has managed to elude the degradation commonly 
found on pieces in the Good to Fine grade range. Medium-gray in 
coloration, there is a very light spot of coppery tone to the left of the 
reverse eagle’s tailfeathers. 

PCGS# 5726. 


5374 1924 MS-65 FH (NGC). This is a silver-white example whose 
surfaces have survived the passage of time without acquiring any 
abrasions that would preclude a full Gem rating. With a pleasingly 
sharp strike and undisturbed luster, this coin would serve equally 
well as a high-quality representative of both the type and the specific 
issue. 

PCGS# 5747. 
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5375 1926 MS-65 FH (NGC). Otherwise untoned in sheen, save for a 
dash of pinkish-golden color gathered near the peripheries, both 
sides of this Gem are well struck, as noted on the insert with the FH 
distinction. A P-mint issue that has a respectable original mintage of 
11.3 million pieces, representatives with such an extraordinary com¬ 
bination of surface preservation and striking quality are rarer than 
the market generally realizes (per Cline, 1997). 

PCGS# 5755. 


Gem Full Head 1926-D Standing 
Liberty Quarter 


5376 1926-D MS-65 FH (PCGS). A strike rarity par excellence in the 
Standing Liberty Quarter series, the 1926-D has two attributes that 
work against one locating a Gem Full Head survivor in todays mar¬ 
ket. First, the original mintage of this issue is a relatively limited 1.7 
million pieces. Second, only 1 % of these coins were delivered with 
sharp striking detail (this estimate is per J.H. Cline, 1997). The vast 
majority of Mint State survivors are weakly struck, with Liberty’s 
head seldom fully delineated. 

This is easily one of the most impressive and desirable examples 
of this Standing Liberty Quarter strike rarity that this cataloger has 
ever handled. Liberty’s head is as sharp as one is likely to encounter 
in a ‘26-D, and the balance of the devices are equally well defined. 
What’s more, both sides possess lovely eye appeal in the form of 
warm olive-gold iridescence that is highlighted by splashes of lilac- 
pink toning in the center of the obverse and at the upper-let reverse 
border. There are also a few speckles of copper-tan tinting here and 
there around the peripheries, mostly on the reverse. With full mint 
bloom and nary a detracting abrasion in evidence, this coin should 
have no difficulty serving as the centerpiece in another advanced 
collection of this widely pursued 20th century series. 

PCGS PbpuJation: 17; with just 11 finer. 

PCGS# 5757. 
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Well-Preserved, Key-Date 
1926-S Quarter 

NGC-graded MS-65 FH 



5377 1926-S MS-65 FH (NGC). As with all S-mint Quarters delivered 
during the 1920s, the 1926-S is an important strike rarity that can 
be very challenging to locate with Full Head definition. 
Impressively well produced, both sides are bold-to-sharp in overall 
definition, with Liberty’s head on the obverse definitely falling into 
the latter category. Satiny mint luster is overlaid in warm, multicol¬ 
ored toning that speaks volumes about this coin’s originality. 
Whereas the surfaces exhibit a dominant blend of antique-gold and 
pinkish-silver patina, there are also blushes of speckled orange-cop¬ 
per toning at the right borders on both sides. There is nary a 
detracting abrasion to report, and the level of preservation is fully 
deserving of the MS-65 numeric grade. 

Fewer than 1% of the 2.7 million 1926-S Quarters produced 
were delivered with Full Head striking definition (per Cline, 1997). 
Survivors that have been fortunate enough to secure a Gem Full 
Head designation from one of the two leading certification services 
are nearly in the same rarity class as similarly graded examples of the 
key-date 1927-S delivery. 

NGC Census: 13/3. 

PCGS# 5759. 

I 



5378 1927-D MS-65 FH (PCGS). An instantly recognizable semi key- 
date issue in the series, the 1927-D has a tantalizingly limited origi¬ 
nal mintage of 970,000 pieces. Typically offered with a weak strike, 
only 3% of the delivery was produced with FH definition (per Cline, 
—Q997). Here’s a fortunate survivor—fortunate in that the devices are 
overall sharply struck and the surfaces have been carefully preserves 
since its inception. Satiny in sheen and free of grade limiting abra¬ 
sions, both sides are untoned save for a bit of pale-silver and tan iri¬ 
descence scattered about. 

PCGS# 5763. 


5379 1927-S AU-53 (PCGS). The 1927-S is among the most hotly 
contested issues for the Standing Liberty Quarter series, partly 
because of a pitifully low original mintage figure of just 396,000 
pieces coined. This example is adorned by a mostly silvery-gray 
appearance, and while there is wear over the highpoints, and a gen¬ 
eral absence of luster, it is a piece with bold device and legend defi¬ 
nition, and strong overall appeal. 

PCGS# 5764. 
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5380 1928 MS-65 FH (NGC). Fully endowed with undisturbed frost- 
textured luster, this coin possesses the radiance that one should 
expect for a late-date, Gem-quality Quarter of this type. Otherwise 
brilliant, there is a crescent of warm copper-gray iridescence along 
the right-obverse border. We are unable to locate noteworthy abra¬ 
sions, and bothersome striking incompleteness is not an issue on this 
piece. Although rightly regarded as one of the more frequendy 
encountered Standing Liberty Quarters in MS-65 FH, the 1928 is 
somewhat underrated at this grade level in relation to the 1927. 

PCGS# 5767. 



5381 1928-S MS-65 FH (NGC). Brilliant-looking features are silent on 
the subject of mentionable abrasions. With full mint bloom and an 
overall sharply executed strike, this coin will fit nicely into any high- 
grade date and mint set of Standing Liberty Quarters. 



5382 1928-S/Tilted S. MS-65 FH (NGC). This frosty-white Gem 
should be of obvious importance to a variety of specialists. Sharply 
struck in most areas, particularly over Liberty’s head, both sides are 
equally free of distracting abrasions. Overall smooth in sheen, with 
otherwise untoned features that reveal only the lightest silvery tint¬ 
ing at indirect light angles. 

Under magnification, one may observe a fairly bold remnant to the right of the 
lower half of the S mintmark. 

PCGS# 5771. 


5383 1929 MS-65 FH (PCGS). A bright, brilliant-white piece with just 
a hint of golden-tan patina that reveals the desirable presence of orig¬ 
inal “skin”. An attractive Gem with a sharp strike and few abrasions. 

PCGS# 5773. 



5384 1929-D MS-65 FH (NGC). This later-date issue is one of the 
more underrated strike rarities in the Standing Liberty Quarter 
series. The original mintage is a not overly generous 1.3 million 
pieces, and all but 2% of this total is believed to have been delivered 
with less than stellar striking detail. The present Gem, on the other 
hand, is crisply impressed throughout. This coin’s already strong 
desirability is further enhanced by a full endowment of frosty mint 
luster and an overall smooth-looking sheen to the surfaces. 
Otherwise brilliant, there is a blush of coppery iridescence on the 
obverse inside the letters TY in LIBERTY. 

NGC Census: 17; with none finer. 

PCGS# 5775. 



5385 1929-S MS-66 FH (PCGS). An original-looking Gem FH 
Standing Liberty Quarter, whose surfaces are essentially untoned, 
save for the slight appearance of greenish-gold coloration at indirect 
light angles. An example of the ‘29-S issue that has received an exem¬ 
plary impression from its dies, nearly every intricate detail has been 
raised to excellent effect. The surfaces are expectably smooth in this 
Gem designation, with nary a plain detraction to report. 

PCGS# 5777. 
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5386 1929-S MS-66 FH (NGC). Rich, coruscant mint frost envelops 
both sides of this high-end Gem. There is no toning to report save 
for the lightest pale-lilac tinting on the obverse, and the surfaces are 
equally free of all but a few wispy abrasions. Pleasingly sharp in 
strike, as one should demand for the FH designation. 

PCGS# 5777. 


5387 1930 MS-66 FH (PCGS). Neither side of this sharp Gem FH 
Standing Liberty Quarter reveals a blemish that begs description, for 
it is a wonderful example of the issue. Nearly every device and leg¬ 
end is crisply impressed, and the generally silver-white coloration 
that has embraced this coin displays a few threads and flecks of dove- 
gray toning, more prevalent on the reverse than the obverse. 

PCGS# 5779. 

5388 1930 MS-64 FH (PCGS). Found in an older PCGS holder, this 
FH 1930 Standing Liberty Quarter is essentially mute on the sub¬ 
ject of toning, presenting a flashy, almost blast-white appearance. 
Embraced by a swirling satiny mint luster, and virtually unblemished 
by abrasions and ticks, save for those commensurate with the grade. 

PCGS# 5779. 


5389 1932-S MS-65 (NGC). Honors for the lowest original mintage 
figure for the entire Washington Quarter series goes to the 1932-S, 
with just 408,000 pieces. As a Gem representative of this key-date 
issue, the present lot represents an important find for specialist col- 
Tectors, as not only is it solidly graded at this numeric designation, 
but it is also possessed of extremely delicate and attractive copper- 
gold iridescence gathered at the lower-obverse periphery, and corre¬ 
sponding location on the reverse. With but the faintest of blemishes 
for the grade, and an equally impressive strike as is typical for the 
issue, this piece will satisfy nearly any collector. 

PCGS# 5792. 

5390 1934 Light Motto. MS-65 (PCGS). An important variety of the 
series, noticeable by the faint lettering of the motto, In God We 
Trust, in the lower-left, obverse field. Soft, frosty luster is evident on 
both sides, while the obverse is adorned with original dapples of 
auburn toning. A few, shallow abrasions are present, yet none call 
into question the Gem status of this attractive coin. 

PCGS# 5794. 


5391 1934-D MS-66 (NGC). This example is mostly silver-gray in 
sheen, with crescents of coppery-red coloration on the obverse, and 
similar areas of toning scattered across the reverse. Sharply struck 
and fully lustrous, the surfaces on both sides have been painstaking¬ 
ly preserved, with very few wispy abrasions, even at this Superb Gem 
designation. 

PCGS# 5796. 
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5392 1934-D MS-65 (PCGS). A key date of the series, this example 
exhibits original surfaces that are adorned with speckles of auburn 
toning, while plenty of frosty luster gleams throughout. The abra¬ 
sions are minimal, appearing rather light for the assigned grade, 
while the originality of this piece is commendable. 

PCGS# 5796. 



5393 1934-D MS-65 (NGC). In this, the second-year of issue for the 
Washington Quarter series, 3.5 million pieces were delivered at the 
Denver Mint. From this relatively limited production run comes this 
Gem, fully resplendent in a softly frosted sheen. There is a very sub¬ 
tle orange-rose tint visible over both sides as the piece dips into a 
light, and we find scarcely a detracting abrasion to report. 

PCGS# 5796. 



5394 1936-D MS-66 (PCGS). An impressive example of one of the key 
dates in the series, this piece exhibits frosty luster, a chalk-white tex 
ture and an overall brilliance that will please those assembling a 
white set of Washington Quarters. There are slight hints of golden 
color on the surfaces, which have few abrasions. The strike is strong, 
and the overall character of this charming piece is most distinctive. 

PCGS# 5801. 



5395 1936-D MS-66 (PCGS). An appealing example of a popular, key 
date of the series. This one is adorned with original, gold and russet 
colored toning, a bold strike and booming mint luster. A couple 
abrasions are noticeable, one worth mentioning is on the lower-left 
leg of the eagle. Registry Set participants will take notice of the fact 
that PCGS has certified only 9 examples of this issue in a higher 
grade, all of these residing in MS-67 holders. 

PCGS# 5801. 



5396 1936-D MS-65 (PCGS). A brilliant-white piece with frosty luster, 
minimally abraded surfaces and a bold strike. This is an attractive 
example of a key date, one that possesses considerable appeal and 
aesthetic charm. An interesting die crack is visible at the top of 
Washington’s head, which is a frequently encountered characteristic 
of this series. This date has enjoyed a great increase in demand in 
recent years, due to the popularity engendered by the State Quarters 
issues, which have inspired many collectors to assemble complete 
sets of Washington Quarters. Important in Gem condition, this coin 
will be a welcome addition to those collectors seeking a splendid, 
white piece with a touch of golden color attesting to its sparkling 
originality. 

PCGS# 5801. 
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5397 1936-D MS-64 (PCGS). Both sides of this better-date 
Washington Quarter present a mottled sheen of golden-copper and 
silver-white color, with the obverse a bit more intense. A few scat¬ 
tered abrasions were likely the grade limiting factors in the case of 
this near-Gem, of which the most noteworthy is a small tick hidden 
in Washington’s hair. 

PCGS# 5801. 



5398 1937-S MS-67 (PCGS). A Superb Gem Washington Quarter that 
not only ranks among the finest known at PCGS, but also displays 
a fantastic, original-looking coloration. The obverse periphery has 
been divided nearly equally between a cobalt-blue tint, and a dusky, 
twilight-orange iridescence, and while the reverse displays a similar 
scheme, it presents in a more mottled but uniformly distributed 
manner. Richly frosted and sharply struck, this is a nearly ideal coin 
for the Registry Set collector with an eye for authentic toning. 

PCGS Population: 17; none finer in any grade. 

PCGS# 5805. 

5399 1938-S MS-66 (PCGS). An attractive example of a popular, San 
Francisco Mint issue, this one sports plenty of frosty, glistening lus¬ 
ter, a strong strike and minimal abrasions. A light, golden patina 
attests to the desirable originality of this piece. 

PCGS# 5807. 

5400 1939-D MS-66 (PCGS). An attractive Gem that rings with origi¬ 
nality, thanks to the presence of a light, golden patina that resides 
toward the rims. This is an original, brilliant coin, one that possess¬ 
es ample, frosty luster, a bold strike and only a couple, light 
abrasions. 

PCGS# 5809. 


5401 1939-S MS-66 (PCGS). Frosty in sheen, with crisply impressed 
detail from a powerful strike, this 1939-S Washington Quarter dis¬ 
plays only whispers of toning, but is otherwise flaxen-white in 
appearance. 

PCGS# 5810. 

5402 1940-D MS-66 (PCGS). This is a popular date with collectors, 
who will appreciate the shimmering mint bloom and impressive bril¬ 
liance of this piece, which also possesses a sharp strike, frosty luster 
and only a couple, shallow abrasions. There are some light touches 
of auburn toning on the obverse periphery, adding further appeal to 
an already impressive coin. 

PCGS# 5812. 



5403 1940-S MS-67 (NGC). A beautifully target-toned Superb Gem 
Washington Quarter. On the obverse, silver-gray colored centers 
yield to concentric circles of golden-yellow, ice-blue and lime-green 
toning, while the reverse offers a subtle aqua-marine iridescence at 
the edges. 

PCGS# 5813. 

5404 Lot of (2) Washington Quarters. Included are: 1944 MS-66 
(PCGS), a brilliant-white coin with frosty luster and a streak of rus¬ 
set toning across the lower-left obverse; and a 1949-D MS-66 
(PCGS), which is an original piece adorned with dapples of original, 
auburn and orange color, with frosty, underlying luster. 

5405 1958-D MS-67 (PCGS). A superb piece that was no doubt, found 
toned in an original Mint Set, as the natural colors of russet and 
orange are present, along with subtle accents of light green irides¬ 
cence. Soft mint luster underlies the toning. Abrasions are light, con¬ 
sisting of only a couple, shallow ones, while the eye-appeal is quite 
attractive. 

PCGS# 5865. 
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Half Dollars 



5406 1794 0-101. Rarity-4. F-12 (PCGS). Half Dollars were author¬ 
ized for production on April 2, 1792, act which also commissioned 
several other denominations as well, although none were delivered 
until the middle of October, 1794. Regardless of the fact that many 
examples from this issue served as bullion in bank-to-bank transac¬ 
tions, a great majority of these pieces found their way into circula¬ 
tion, but this may have occurred a bit later, as a Half Dollar was a 
fair amount of money in 1794. Today, Half Dollars of this date are 
collected not only by better-date type collectors for its first-year of 
issue status, but also by specialists in the field who collect by die mar¬ 
riage, and this coin will satisfy both sorts of enthusiasts, as it is a 
wholly pleasing representative of the issue and die variety. An other¬ 
wise steely-gray reverse divulges a peripheral halo of light-orange 
color, while the obverse has been bisected by a band of lighter, silver- 
gray toning set against a dove-gray sheen. Wispy abrasions appear on 
both sides, however none fall outside the confines of a Fine-12 
numeric grade, and we fail to locate singularly important distrac¬ 
tions, although one should examine a swirl of color at the junction 
of Liberty’s throat and head. 

PCGS# 6051 



5407 1806 0-105. Rarity-2. Knobbed 6. EF-45 (NGC). One of the 
4 so-called “Knobbed 6” 1806 Draped Bust Half Dollars, the 
Overton-105 die marriage is differentiated most easily from its 1806 
brethren by a recut T in LIBERTY, and an as-made engravers slip 
from the upper-arrow shaft to the tail feathers. The devices and leg¬ 
ends on both sides of this piece suffer to some extent from strike 
weakness, an effect most clearly manifested in the very top of 
Liberty’s hair, and in the right-half of the eagle’s shield. Beset by a 
slate-gray appearance, neither obverse nor reverse presents measura¬ 
ble abrasion at this grade level, save for a small dig to the right of the 
final A in AMERICA. 



5408 1811 0-110. Rarity-1. Small 8. MS-65 (NGC). Fastidiously 
preserved since its delivery as part of 1.2 million pieces, this Capped 
Bust Half Dollar has been beset on both sides by a lovely orange-gray 
sheen, highlighted by the occasional variegated patch of charcoal- 
gray tone. The luster on this coin is exceptional, with astounding 
cartwheel effect, and although die erosion has begun to flowline the 
legends toward the edges, both sides exhibit strong detail, and noth¬ 
ing to report in respect to outwardly distracting abrasions. 

PCGS# 6097. 
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5409 1825 0-110. Rarity-2. MS-65 (NGC). This Capped Bust Half 
Dollar has some of the most alluring and original-looking toning 
this cataloger has encountered on a ‘20s-era example, as both sides 
are drenched in warm rose, metallic-gray and electric-blue hues that 
blend so deeply with the frosty and nearly unfathomable mint luster 
as to seem essentially inseparable. There are no major blemishes nor 
abrasions worthy of mention on this Gem, all devices are decidedly 
sharply struck, and the general aesthetic value of this piece is one of 
extraordinary quality. 

PCGS# 6142. 



5410 1830 0-117. Rarity-2. Small 0. MS-64 (PCGS). Richly toned, 
the mostly golden-apricot colored surfaces reveal flashes of an under¬ 
lying silvery-gray coloration most easily discerned in the central 
fields surrounding Liberty. Both sides are lustrous with a wonderful¬ 
ly frosted sheen, and we also note a powerful strike for the issue, with 
detailed reverse eagle plumage detail, and abundant hair delineation. 
An obvious recipient of attentive care since its inception, this coin 
possesses surfaces smooth enough to warrant consideration at the 
full Gem level. 

PCGS# 6156. 


Finest-Known PCGS-graded 
1830 Large 0 Half Dollar 



5411 1830 0-123. Rarity-1. Large 0. MS-66 (PCGS). 
Approximately 4.7 million pieces of the Half Dollar denomination 
were produced in 1830, a year that saw 23 varieties manufactured 
from 35 obverse and reverse dies. While none of these die marriages 
are particularly rare, save for the 0-114, and examples of the date 
as a whole is rather easily obtained, truly high-grade, eye appealing 
pieces are very challenging to locate. According to Al Overton 
(1990), “the extended use of the working dies in 1830 produced 
many varieties with a worn appearance even when in mint state. 
Choice, well preserved specimens are not common.” As the finest- 
known PCGS-certified representative of the 1830 Large 0, we con¬ 
tend that the Half Dollar in the present lot is not only “uncommon” 
but downright elusive. We rarely have the opportunity to handle a 
piece of this delivery so well preserved, and this coin is ecstatic in 
its dramatic presentation.The luster is phenomenal, perhaps better 
than on any other of the date this cataloger can remember, with an 
astounding cartwheel effect as it rotates under a light. Star 7 is a bit 
softly struck, but the devices and legends are otherwise possessed of 
a razor-sharp definition, with clear delineation through nearly every 
other point of interest. Both sides have a silvery-golden sheen, 
although the obverse also presents periodic cobalt-blue and apricot 
overtones. Clearly an impressive survivor, and one that will serve as 
a centerpiece in any specialized collection of Half Dollars or first- 
rate type set. 

PCGS# 6157. 
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5412 1832 O-105a. Rarity-3. Small Letters. MS-63 (PCGS). Some 
as-made die chipping has connected the date to the rim in places, 
leaving an almost cud-like effect. Most of the stars and legends have 
been drawn towards the edges of this piece through very heavy die 
erosion, and this effect tends to heighten the already intense frosty 
mint luster. While the balance of the coin appears untoned and sil¬ 
very, there is a touch of golden-orange iridescence shimmering as 
this Half Dollar passes under a lamp. 

PCGS# 6160. 

5413 1836 0-108. Rarity-1. 1836/1336. Lettered Edge. AU-55 
(PCGS). A popular overdatc, the Overton-108 shows the knob of 
an erroneously cut 3 within the lower loop of the 8 in the date. This 
lightly circulated example has just a trace of rub over the highpoints, 
and surfaces mostly brilliant in presentation, as much of the original 
mint luster clings only to the peripheries on both sides. Apricot- 
marigold coloration has gathered at the obverse edges, and there is 
just a bit of dappled haziness behind the portrait of Liberty, which 
we note solely for the sake of accuracy. 


5414 1838 MS-61 (ANACS). A suitable example of the Reeded Edge 
variety struck between 1836 and 1839. The present coin is mostly 
brilliant, although a very attractive traditional russet-red and blue- 
green tone appears on both sides. A few contact marks appear on the 
obverse. On the reverse, a few more are in the fields. A die crack 
extends from the second D in UNITED to the top of the eagle's left 
wing, then through the shield, back into the lower right field, 
through the arrows and ends at the L in DOL. Housed in a new 
ANACS holder. 


5415 1842 AU-55 (PCGS). We find very little rub on the highpoints of I 
this brilliant, basically untoned Seated Half Dollar, although traces of I 
satin luster still cling to the peripheries and protected surface area, j 
There are threads of very light orange-gold color near the rim on both I 
sides, through which we spy a fairly large cud, or an as-made raised 
lump of metal born from a broken die, just above TAT in STATES. | 
This coin is still in a first-generation PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 6239. 


Rare, Low-Mintage 1846 Proof 
Seated Dollar in PCGS PR-63 


5416 1846 WB-101. Medium Date. Proof-63 (PCGS). A wonderful 
and incredibly rare survivor from this unknown delivery of proof 
Seated Dollars, Wiley and Bugert estimate in their 1993 text that 
there are just 10 coins known in this format. PCGS has certified 8 
specimens in total, while NGC has certified 9, suggesting that the 
earlier authors estimate was certainly in the so-called ballpark. 
Seemingly very solid for the grade, both sides are possessed of a char¬ 
coal-gray coloration that yields to variegated swaths of lighter-orange 
and pale-olive tone. Nearly every detail has been raised to proof stan¬ 
dards, standing in distinct contrast to the surrounding fields, which, 
regardless of their perhaps-dark coloration, are visibly mirrored and 
reflective. For a Proof-63 coin, we expect more abrasions and han¬ 
dling marks than those appearing on this piece, yielding a coin that 
perhaps calls out to a higher numeric designation, at least in some 
collectors minds. With so few specimens extant, this is a chance to 
own a truly rare coin at a sublime level of preservation. 

PCGS Population: 2: with just 3 finer. 

PCGS# 6390. 
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5417 1852 MS-65 (NGC). Although the satiny luster wanes a bit in 
places to areas of brilliance on the obverse, the reverse of this Gem is 
absolutely amazing, almost dripping with frosty mint bloom and all 
but free from blemishes and abrasions. This coin reveals a few die 
polish lines on both sides, although these are commonplace on 
examples of the series, and detract minimally from the eye appeal. 

NGC Census: 3; with 4 finer. 

PCGS# 6268. 


5418 1854-0 Arrows. MS-65 (PCGS). Enveloped with a dusky-pink 
toned sheen over both sides, this hue wanes a bit towards the cen¬ 
ters, where one will observe a pale-orange color. A crisply impressed 
Gem Arrows at Date Seated Half Dollar, we find little to report in 
terms of mentionable abrasions and distractions, although there is a 
winding, as-made die crack to the left of the date that we mention 
solely for the sake of accuracy, as it is virtually invisible. 

PCGS Population: 14; 12 through MS-67. 

PCGS# 6280. 

5419 1856-0 EF-45 (PCGS). We find very little actual wear on this EF- 
45 coin, although there are scattered abrasions that do indeed coin¬ 
cide with the numeric designation. Mostly brilliant in presentation, 
the satiny luster that remains has been primarily relegated to the 
peripheries of both sides. Sharply struck, very appealing, and housed 
in a first-generation PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 6288. 

5420 1858 AU-58 (PCGS). Housed in a first-generation PCGS holder, 
this AU-58 Seated Half Dollar shows only the faintest signs of rub 
on the highpoints. Virtually untoned in presentation, with delight¬ 
ful satiny mint frost over both sides, this original-looking piece may 
very well attain the presentation of an even higher numeric designa¬ 
tion in many a collectors’ imaginations. 

PCGS# 6293. 


5421 1860-S AU-55 (PCGS). Exemplary in its appearance, this Seated 
Half Dollar is noteworthy for its possession of bountiful satiny-to- 
frosty mint luster, and while a basically untoned coin, we note a slen¬ 
der whisper of obverse rim coloration. Although this piece is simply 
tremendous in appearance, for the sake of accuracy we mention a 
very tiny rim ding at 2 o’clock, 

PCGS# 6301. 

5422 1861-0 AU-58 (PCGS). A crescent of sunburnt-orange color has 
appeared at the lower right-hand obverse rim of this New Orleans 
Mint Seated Half Dollar, although it is otherwise brilliant in finish. 
A few wispy abrasions appear at periodic intervals, more noticeable 
on the obverse than reverse, but none of them deserve individual 
mention, for they present as very slender in nature, even on an AU- 
55 piece. Found in a first-generation PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 6303. 


Condition Census Proof 1865 
Ultra Cameo Half Dollar 


5423 1865 Proof-65 Ultra Cameo (NGC). From a relatively modest 
original proof mintage of 500 pieces comes this outstanding Ultra 
Cameo Gem. Essentially free from distractions, there is a small han¬ 
dling mark to the right of the eagle’s head that we note for the sake 
of accuracy, but in contrast to the deep mirrors, and heavily frosted 
devices and legends, this blemish is surely minor. A halo of russet- 
red tone encircles the obverse periphery, with soft intonations of 
electric-blue that rest at the lower border. There are some as-struck 
die polish lines in the fields, but they a very slight, especially when 
compared to other proof Seated Liberty Half Dollars that have 
passed through this cataloger’s hands. 

NGC Census: I; just 2 finer in PF-66 UC. 

PCGS# 96419. 
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Exceedingly Rare 1868 
Seated Liberty Half Dollar 

Graded PR-67 UC by NGC 


5424 1868 Proof-67 Ultra Cameo (NGC). An undeniable treasure 
amongst series specialists, this Proof-67 Ultra Cameo Seated Half 
Dollar is the only example certified as such, making it unique in 
terms of finish and overall presentation. We will begin with the 
devices, for they seem to be the first aspect of this coin that greets 
the eye. They are intricately raised, with exquisite detail in and 
amongst the folds of Liberty’s gown, through the shield, over her 
head, with an almost life-like texture to her exposed and more 
fleshy areas. The straps of her sandal are in full evidence, and all 
stars stand out with bold, needle-point definition. The reverse 
designs tantalize the eye in much the same manner, with unfath- 
omably intricate eagle plumage, and limpidly impressed chief and 
paleway definition in the heraldic design. The surfaces stand mute 
with respect to abrasion, although the keen observer will detect per¬ 
haps a couple handling marks under magnification. As expected on 
a coin with the Ultra Cameo distinction, the fields stand watery- 
smooth, mirrored in their illimitable proof depth and reflectivity, 
such was the care given to the planchet and dies in the preparation 
of this piece. Simply without peer in grade and aesthetic presenta¬ 
tion, it will be a long wait before another example from this limit¬ 
ed delivery of just 600 pieces appears so well preserved at public 
auction, and for those in the market for such a piece, now is the 
opportunity to obtain perhaps the single finest-known representa¬ 
tive at either service. 

NGC Census: 1: none finer with the Ultra Cameo designation. 


5425 1869 AU-55 (PCGS). As an AU-55 coin, we expect somewhat 
indifferent luster, but that is not the case with the example in this 
lot, as satiny-to-frosty mint bloom cartwheels evenly over both sides. 
Traces of rich rim color appear on both the obverse and reverse of 
this otherwise untoned piece. Powerfully struck, as evidenced by the 
crisply raised devices, we find very little to preclude an even higher 
numeric designation. 

PCGS# 6325. 



5426 1872 Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). Similar to the 1866, ‘67 and ‘68 
proof Seated Half Dollars in terms of total PCGS certified pieces 
with the Cameo finish, there are just 15 examples known to the 
grading service, with the coin in the present lot the finest known of 
this very limited population. As befits the grade, we are able to find 
only the most paltry of handling marks, none of these warranting 
description in the present text. Both sides boast a tremendous strike, 
and smooth, silver-white surfaces. Perfecdy mirrored for the desig¬ 
nation, we find the faintest trace of toning at the lower obverse, 
manifested in a grayish-pink sheen. 

PCGS# 86430. 

5427 1872-S AU-53 (PCGS). For a coin graded AU-53 many, many 
years ago, neither side reveals much wear over the highpoints. There 
are ticks and abrasions scattered about, but none warrant further elu¬ 
cidation, save for a nearly invisible blip in the right-hand obverse 
field. Housed in a first-generation PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 6335. 

5428 1875 AU-50 (PCGS). An authentic-looking piece, with all the 
qualities one would expect to find on a technically superior coin. 
Both sides have retained considerable luster, despite having seen 20 
points of circulation, and a fantastic, sunset-orange peripheral tone. 
Amiable in presentation, exceptional in eye appeal, and housed in a 
first-generation PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 6349. 

5429 1877 MS-61 (PCGS). A tremendous MS-61 Seated Half Dollar, 
both sides have been blessed with a ubiquitous coating of mint lus¬ 
ter, and a softly intermingled sheen of twilight-apricot tone. Sharply 
struck throughout, with very few abrasions for the grade, all inter¬ 
ested parties should look closely at this coin, still housed a first-gen¬ 
eration PCGS holder, for it is worthy of serious consideration and a 
solid bid. 

PCGS# 6355. 

5430 1877-S MS-62 (PCGS). Burnt-sienna peripheral toning appears 
on both sides of this S-mint Seated Half Dollar. The satiny luster 
wanes a bit to areas of brilliance at periodic intervals, and neither 
side presents much to report in terms of visually distracting blem¬ 
ishes. 

PCGS# 6357. 
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5433 1884 Proof-64 Cameo (NGC). A near-Gem example born from 
an original mintage of 875 pieces, the fields of this 1884 Seated 
Liberty Half Dollar exhibit the as-struck die polish lines so fre¬ 
quently found on the proofs of the series. The excellently frosted 

—-devices and legends are demarcated in contrast to these deeply mir¬ 
rored fields, and a hint of reverse toning has begun to gather at the 
lower-reverse border. 

PCGS# 86445. 

5434 1884 MS-63 (PCGS). Quite lustrous for a Choice Uncirculated 
Seated Half Dollar of this era, we find this example of the 1884 issue 
to be wholly suitable for nearly any collector, even the high-grade 
specialist. There is a crescent of shimmering reverse orange-red rim 
tone at 6 o’clock, but this otherwise silver-white piece is generally 
silent on the subject. The devices stand in nearly prooflike defini¬ 
tion, ftjr the strike was bold throughout, and although there are 
mostly trivial, wispy blemishes over both sides, none seem to be of 
primary importance. 

PCGS# 6366. 


5435 1894 Proof-67 (NGC). Otherwise charcoal-gray colored in pres¬ 
entation, both sides present highlights of cobalt-blue tone, with cen¬ 
ters of silver sheen. Sharply struck throughout, with none but the 
most trivial of handling marks, this piece is every bit the Superb 
Gem, and worthy of a solid bid as such. Just four coins with this fin¬ 
ish are certified finer at NGC, a seemingly minimal population from 
an original mintage of 972 pieces. 

PCGS# 6541. 

5436 1897-S EF-40 (PCGS). Boasting an antique-ashen colored 
appearance, a semi-brilliant sheen has replaced the original mint lus¬ 
ter, likely due to circulation. At this level of preservation, the only 
distractions that warrant mention are a couple smallish ticks in the 
eagles right wing, and at U in UNUM. Otherwise, the piece has 
worn evenly, with an exceptionally large amount of detail in both the 
obverse and reverse devices. 

PCGS# 6479. 


5431 1879 MS-65 (NGC). The business strike issues of the Seated Half 
Dollar series are often times confused with their proof counterparts 
because of their seemingly consistent lack of mint luster. While this 
sentiment may apply to the present lot, the surfaces do reveal satiny 
mint luster among the protected recesses on both the obverse and 
reverse. All abrasions are entirely commensurate with the assigned 
Gem designation, and we fail to detect even a whisper of tinting. 

PCGS# 6361. 


5432 1881 Proof-65 Cameo (PCGS). A gorgeous piece that is adorned 
with sparkling originality, thanks to the presence of auburn toning 
that cloaks both sides. Hints of electric-blue color are present on the 
reverse, arcing around the lower peripheries. Considerable Cameo 
frost is noticeable on the devices and lettering, while the strike is very 
sharp. There are not many distractions on the surfaces of this coin, 
with a couple shallow abrasions and some light, wispy hairlines evi¬ 
dent, which are all well within the parameters of the Proof-65 grade. 
With only 975 examples originally produced, this remarkable coin 
stands as a testament to the considerable aesthetic talents employed 
by the U.S. Mint during this era. The astute collector will observe 
that PCGS has not certified very many Cameo designated examples, 
adding further appeal to an already enticing coin. 

PCGS Population: 3/3; this figure is only for Cameo designated examples. 

PCGS# 86442. 
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5437 1898 Proof-67 Ultra Cameo (NGC). Booming with spectacular 
eye-appeal, this magnificent piece exhibits deep, lucid pools of mir- 
ror-like reflectivity, and these are enhanced by the Deep Cameo 
devices and lettering, which are so deep, they appear to be caked 
with vanilla frosting. Bereft of any but the most trivial hairlines, it is 
difficult to distinguish blemishes on this beautiful coin, and such an 
attribute is the trademark of a Superb Gem, which this coin defi¬ 
nitely is. The strike is sharp as a razor and the overall color is a blind¬ 
ing-white, though a slight touch of golden color is evident on the 
reverse. What a breathtaking piece, one that is bested by few others 
at NGC, though it is hard to imagine a coin being of greater eye- 
appeal than this one. 

NGC Census: 5/4. 

PCGS# 96545. 


5438 1901 Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). Save for a swirl of dappled hazi¬ 
ness before the portrait, neither side of this Gem Cameo Barber Half 
Dollar offers a blemish of singular importance. An issue condition¬ 
ally challenging in the upper echelons of preservation, this is a coin 
for the Registry Set collector, or the esteemed numismatist who 
demands near perfection from his/her holdings. Presenting a bril¬ 
liant-white colored appearance, we were unable to locate even the 
faintest whisper of coloration, nor could we discern an area of irk¬ 
some strike weakness. 

PCGS Population: 8; just 6 finer with Cameo distinction. 

PCGS# 86548. 



5439 1902 Proof-66 (PCGS). A thread of cobalt-blue color has wound I 
its way around the headdress of Barber Greco-Roman Liberty, lin-1 
gering against the backdrop of otherwise honey-gold and mahogany- 1 
brown tinted surfaces. A true proof striking, the fields are brilliant I 
mirrors, virtually devoid of blemishes and abrasions, and the devices! 
are crisply impressed and softly frosted. With just 4 finer at PCGS, I 
this example will satisfy the Registry Set collector, the type collector I 
looking for a sharply struck representative of the date, or an original- I 
looking toning enthusiast. 

PCGS# 6549. 


5440 1916-D MS-65 (PCGS). An exceptional example of an early 
mintmarked date in Gem condition, the attractiveness of this coin is 
generated by the presence of ample, frosty luster that swirls and glis¬ 
tens over the surfaces. The strike is bold, though it is not full, with ' 
nearly full skirt lines and some hand detail visible. The hair curls of 
Liberty are distinct, though a bit faint, while the originality of this 
piece is refreshing, thanks to a light patina of gold and russet col¬ 
oration. A couple, thin bands of amber toning are visible to the left 
of Liberty, and these add further appeal to an already delightful 
piece. Housed in an older, green-label PCGS holder and surely 
worth a strong premium, thanks to its sparkling originality and 
enticing eye-appeal. 

PCGS# 6567. 
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'441 1917 MS-66 (PCGS). Found in an older, green-insert PCGS 
holder, both sides of this coin exhibit strike detail as near to full as 
any other example of the date and mint we have seen. With surfaces 
almost ideally smooth-looking for the grade, and intense frosty lus¬ 
ter, this has an appearance that seems to speak to an even higher 
numeric designation. 

PCGS has certified only two examples finer than the present lot. 

PCGS# 6569. 



5442 1917-D Reverse Mintmark. MS-64 (PCGS). A conditionally 
challenging issue and a better date of the series. The head is most 
often found faintly struck, and while the head on this coin is dis¬ 
tinct, Liberty’s hair curls are faint. However, the skirt lines and hand 
are very nearly full, displaying some thumb definition, as well as sep¬ 
aration between the thumb and forefinger. The originality of this 
piece is commendable and attractive, with abundant, orange-gold 
toning evident throughout. The soft, underlying luster is frosty and 
glistening, while a few abrasions are present, though these appear to 
be rather minimal for the assigned grade. A rare coin in Gem grades 
and higher, this impressive Choice example possesses sparkling eye- 
appeal and it is sure to command a strong premium as a result. 

PCGS# 6571. 


5443 1917-S Reverse Mintmark. MS-64 (PCGS). Edging in from the 
obverse rim of this 1917-S Reverse Walker is a swath copper-russet 
and magenta coloration, with a reverse all but silent on the subject 
of toning. With scarcely an outwardly noticeable abrasion for the 
- designation, there are virtually no other distractions or annoyances, 
save for some central strike weakness over the primary devices. The 
mintmark was moved from the obverse to reverse in 1917 since it 
was a feature generally reduced to an unsightly blob as the coin trav¬ 
eled through the pathways of commerce. 

PCGS# 6573. 



5444 1917-S Reverse Mintmark. MS-64 (PCGS). A scarce and chal¬ 
lenging issue in all grades, but especially so in Mint State condition, 
with fully struck Gems being particularly rare. This early, mint- 
marked example possesses a decent strike, with considerable hand 
detail, though the skirt lines are somewhat indistinct and the head is 
smooth. The eagles breast feathers are well struck, with the only 
smoothness on the reverse appearing on its trailing leg. A few, shal¬ 
low abrasions are present, yet these are not detracting from the over¬ 
all, Choice grade. The luster is frosty and glistening, underlying an 
attractive blend of auburn toning, which speaks to the desirable orig¬ 
inality of this gorgeous piece. This will be a challenging coin to 
improve upon, as PCGS has only certified a mere 41 examples in a 
higher grade, so this piece is a substantive one to consider. 

PCGS# 6573. 
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5445 1918-D MS-64 (PCGS). With a somewhat target-toned obverse 
with silver-gray colored centers and an orange and cobalt-blue col¬ 
ored periphery, this 1918-D Walker offers some fantastic and 
authentic-looking iridescence. Blooming with satiny mint luster that 
uniformly covers both sides, and a bold strike for the issue, we find 
little reason that this coin will not satisfy even the most discriminat¬ 
ing of collectors. 

PCGS# 6575. 



5446 1918-S MS-64 (NGC). A bit softly struck through the central 
highpoints on both the obverse and reverse, an effect commonly 
seen on examples of this issue, this piece is otherwise boldly 
impressed. Failing to divulge even the faintest of abrasions that 
diverge from the designated near-Gem grade, most collectors will be 
delighted to include this coin in their holdings. 

PCGS# 6576. 


High-Grade MS-64 1919-D Walker 



5447 1919-D MS-64 (NGC). Although an example of the 1919-D Walking Liberty Half Dollar issue is among the most difficult to locate with Gem FH 
''-'tail. Bruce Fox in his popular reference entitled The Complete Guide to Walking Liberty Half Dollars asserts that “high grade [examples] are rare fully 
struck or not, and indeed we concur, having handled far fewer MS representatives of the 1919 D-mint delivery with full-head and hand detail than 
those from any other issue that immediately comes to mind, and we are unable to recall the last fully struck exemplar of the date and mint that we’ve 
seen. Indeed soft over the central highpoints on the obverse and reverse, we hesitate to refer to the coin in the present lot as fully struck, although we 
will claim it to have received a powerful impression from the dies, since it is as near to fully struck as any other near-Gem Walker of this issue we have 
cataloged. Both sides are possessed of lovely satiny luster within which one will denote a pinkish-silver colored sheen, and a few dappled highlights of 
charcoal-gray hue at the upper obverse. On the subject of outwardly distracting abrasions and blemishes, neither the obverse nor the reverse has much 
to offer, as the surfaces are probably very close to the solid-Gem level of preservation. Since NGC has certified a mere five coins finer than MS-64, we 
are pleased to offer a piece worthy of even the most advanced collection, and sure to find a place in the finest of Registry or type sets. 

PCGS# 6578. 
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5452 1938 MS-67 (NGC). As the scarcest of the ‘30s P-mint Walking 
Liberty Half Dollars, the 1938 is an issue that often commands a 
premium on the auction block from aficionados of the series. The 
present Superb Gem positively glows with frosty mint luster, while 
the surfaces are mute on the topic of toning and coloration. As per 
Cline (1997) this is an issue “underpriced in fully struck gem condi¬ 
tion,” and while this piece may fall just a bit short of such a state¬ 
ment, it is as near to “fully struck” as most will ever encounter with 
an example of the issue. 

PCGS# 6604. 


5453 1939 Proof-67 (PCGS). Brilliantly mirrored proof fields reveal 
crescents of orange-gold peripheral coloration on both obverse and 
reverse. With nary a detracting blemish in sight, and sharply 
impressed devices as befit the proof Superb Gem designation, this is 
a coin that will excite both enthusiasts of original toning, and spe¬ 
cialist proof collectors. 

PCGS# 6639. 

5454 1940 Proof-66 (PCGS). As expected for a later-date proof 
Walking Liberty Half Dollar, the fields of this pure Gem are deeply 
mirrored, and the overall presentation is one of exceptional bril¬ 
liance. Free from noticeable handling marks and toning, this is the 
perfect opportunity for a proof type collector to obtain a flashy, eye¬ 
catching example. 

PCGS# 6640. 

5455 1940 Proof-65 (PCGS). An area of pale-rose tone has appeared in 
the fields before and behind Liberty, while a crescent of original mint 
brilliance clings to the left-hand rim. 

PCGS# 6640. 

5456 1940 MS-67 (PCGS). A delightful, Superb Gem with sparkling 
luster and a delicate patina of sea-foam green and amber toning that 
is most prevalent on the obverse. The strike is bold and abrasions are 
very light. 

PCGS# 6609. 


448 1934 MS-65 (PCGS). Satiny luster is the hallmark of this coin, 
although it has been left with crisply impressed devices from the dies 
as well. Splashes of charcoal-gray coloration have appeared on both 
sides of this coin, but this effect is much more pronounced on the 
obverse. Glassy-smooth surfaces for the Gem designation only lend 
even greater allure to this piece, and we’re sure it will satisfy all but 
the most picky of Half Dollar enthusiasts. 

PCGS# 6592. 


5449 1935-D MS-65 (NGC). Golden rim tone has emerged on both 
sides of this 1935-D Walking Liberty Half Dollar, but has yet to 
make a meaningful foray into the central fields or devices. Boldly 
impressed through both sides, and a Gem in every sense of the defi¬ 
nition, the satiny luster that billows about cartwheels light as the 
coin passes under a lamp, revealing none but the most inane of dis¬ 
tractions. 

PCGS# 6596. 


5450 1936 Proof-64 (PCGS). The 1936 Walking Liberty Half Dollar is 
the key date for collectors of the series, since it has by far the lowest 
original proof mintage at just 3,901 pieces. The present near-Gem 
has an attractive overlay of creamy greenish-yellow coloration that 
cedes to areas of original mint brilliance. Sharply impressed through¬ 
out all devices, the mirrored fields and essentially abrasion-free sur¬ 
faces are readily apparent. 

PCGS# 6636. 

5451 1936-D MS-65 (PCGS). A lustrous, fully frosted Gem with none 
but the most trivial of abrasions. Otherwise untoned, both the 
obverse and the reverse have been blessed with a soft, silver-gray col¬ 
ored appearance. 

PCGS# 6599. 
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5457 1940 MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous, frosty, and well-struck, basically 
offering everything a specialist collector searches for in a late-date 
Walker Half Dollar. We note some vestige of light, charcoal-gray 
toning at 12 o’clock on the obverse. 

PCGS# 6609. 

5458 1941 MS-65 (PCGS). If any collector of authentic-looking toning 
reads this description, then he/she should examine this coin at lot 
viewing. For the most part, the obverse has completely succumbed 
to an array of rich tone, including electric-blue, golden-yellow and 
sunset-orange, a spectrum most visible at direct light angles. The 
reverse has just a peripheral ring of apricot tint, and both sides are 
mostly blemish free. 

PCGS# 6611. 


5459 1941-S MS-66 (PCGS). A tough issue to locate in fully struck 
condition, and the key date of the short set, from 1941-1947. The 
present example possesses dazzling, frosty luster that glistens and 
glimmers its way around the surfaces, which are a luminous, silvery, 
brilliant-white in texture. The strike is admirable, as the skirt lines 
are very nearly full, and while the hand is not, this is a typical area 
of weakness for this issue. The fact this piece exhibits considerable 
hand definition is a commendable trait. Abrasions are remarkably 
light, as the surfaces are very smooth. One long, thin abrasion exists 
on the left obverse, running from Liberty’s arm down to the rays. 
However, this is difficult to notice, and should not be considered a 
detriment to the impressive, overall appeal of this marvelous coin. 

PCGS# 6613. 



5460 1942 Proof-68 (NGC). Both sides of this conditionally challeng¬ 
ing representative of the 1942 Walking Liberty Half Dollar proof 
issue have been enclosed within a sheen of original-looking col¬ 
oration. This tone wanes a bit in places, revealing fantastic swaths of 
brilliance, where we spy intermittent hues of golden-orange and cop¬ 
per-russet iridescence. Powerfully struck, even through the typical 
areas of weakness, and offering an overall presentation of superior 
quality. 

PCGS# 6642. 

5461 1942 Proof-65 (PCGS). As the final year of production for proof 
Walkers, this Gem example would likely be a prized specimen of this 
highly sought-after issue for an avid specialist collector. Dove-gray 
coloration has sporadically entwined itself with flashy and brilliant 
surfaces, while any observer would strain to locate even the wispiest 
of discordant abrasions. 

PCGS# 6642. 

5462 1942 MS-67 (NGC). Some dappled rusty-orange color graces per¬ 
haps one-third of the obverse, while the reverse is essentially flaxen- 
white in presentation. The strike is solid for a ‘40s-era P-mint 
Walker, and even a close inspection fails to reveal a mentionable 
abrasion at this sublime grade. 

PCGS# 6614. 


5463 1942-S MS-66 ★ (NGC). Blessed with extraordinary toning, this 
better date Walker exhibits superb eye-appeal. The iridescent color 
consists of a tantalizing array of olive, blue, orange and scarlet colors 
that reside mainly on the left side of the obverse, while the reverse is 
encircled by an exciting ring of light-blue and scarlet toning. This is 
an issue known for having a weak strike, and while the strike of this 
coin is hardly full, it does show better than average hand, skirt and 
head detail. The untoned portions glisten with silvery brilliance, 
while ample, frosty luster shines throughout. Only a couple, minor 
abrasions are present, though these are not a distraction. Overall, 
this is a beautiful piece with electrifying, original toning. 

NGC ( ensue 3 5; there .ire only 3 MS-66 ★ designated examples. 

PCGS# 6617. 
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5464 1943 MS-67 (NGC). A recipient of careful preservation since its 
creation, this late-date Walker is perfect for the type-collector, since 
it is possessed of such frosty, intense luster, brilliant strike and essen¬ 
tially unblemished surfaces for the grade. 

PCGS# 6618. 

Ex: Nevada Silver Collection, as noted on the insert. 

5465 1943-D MS-67 (NGC). A dazzling piece that is represented by 
creamy-white surfaces and glistening luster. The details are fully 
struck, including the hand detail and skirt lines, while abrasions are 
scattered and few. This is an all-white, brilliant coin that is sure to 
garner considerable attention. 

PCGS# 6619. 

5466 1944-S MS-65 (PCGS). A well-struck example of the 1944-S 
Half Dollar, this coin has a bold if not complete strike, with the 
usual areas of weakness over the central highpoints often found on 
examples of this series. A few swirls of tone have revealed themselves 
among the thick and luxurious luster, and it is difficult to locate even 
the most trivial of mentionable distractions. 

PCGS# 6623. 

5467 1945-S MS-66 (PCGS). Numerous as-made die polish lines 
appear on both sides of this solidly graded Gem, worthy of serious 
consideration for inclusion within even the finest of type sets. Well 
struck for a 1945-S, a deep-magenta color has begun to edge in from 
the peripheries, although this effect is confined almost exclusively to 
the obverse. 

PCGS# 6626. 



5468 1946 MS-67 (PCGS). This coin is endowed with attractive 
auburn toning that is original and appealing. The originality is com¬ 
plemented nicely by the presence of soft, frosty luster and well-pre¬ 
served surfaces that exhibit only the faintest of abrasions. The strike 
is sharp, with a full hand and skirt lines on Liberty, with her head 
being nearly full. This piece exhibits a warmth that few others can 
match, it is a superb example. Registry Set enthusiasts will note this 
is the highest grade assigned a Half Dollar of this date by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 20/0. 

PCGS# 6627. 


5469 1947-D MS-66 (PCGS). Mostly silvery surfaces are basically mute 
on the subject of coloration, although there may be a visible ten¬ 
dency towards a dash of obverse toning when held at indirect light 
angles. As expected for a late-date Gem quality Walker, the luster is 
intense and frothy, with a bold strike and few blemishes. 

PCGS# 6631. 

5470 1948-D MS-66 FBL (PCGS). As this coin dips into a light, the 
obverse illuminates in a dappled sheen of authentic-looking yellow- 
gold and orange-red coloration. Shimmering in its eye appeal and 
frosty luster, the reverse presents as essentially pure white, save for a 
small crescent of marigold-rose tone at the upper-third of the rim. 

PCGS# 86652. 

5471 1949-D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). As evidenced by the FBL designa¬ 
tion on the PCGS insert, this Franklin Half Dollar has an above- 
average strike for the issue, but the appeal does not end here. Every 
bit the Gem, this coin is possessed of a rust-orange tint that flecks 

_both sides, with roiling and intense frosty luster. 

PCGS# 86654. 


5472 1960-D MS-66 FBL (PCGS). With no 1960-D FBL Franklin 
Half Dollars certified finer at PCGS, this is a coin for the Registry 
Set enthusiast, or high-grade type collector in need of only the finest, 
and most sharply struck representative of the series for his/her hold¬ 
ings. Beneath a frosty coating of mint frost lies a silver-gray colored 
presentation that sports the occasional fleck of lime-green color, evi¬ 
dent at indirect light angles. 

PCGS Population: 16; none finer with FBL sharpness. 

PCGS# 86679. 

5473 1962 Proof-68 Ultra Cameo (NGC). A brilliant proof with 
deeply mirrored fields. We are hardly able to detect a handling mark 
or abrasion at this lofty Superb Gem numeric grade, and the devices 
are well frosted, as befits the Cameo designation. Delicate shades of 
orange gold have appeared at the lower-obverse periphery, with 
magenta and pinkish-apricot color on the reverse. 

PCGS# 96703. 
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Silver Dollars 


Elusive 1795 BB^27 
Silver Dollar in AU 



5474 1795 Flowing Hair. B-5, BB-27. Die State III. Three Leaves. 
AU-55 Details Cleaned, Wiped (Uncertified). The BB-27 vari¬ 
ety is quite easily distinguished from its comrades by a so-called 
“bar,” or thin as-struck line of metal, raised behind Liberty. The 
present example of the variety has unfortunately been somewhat 
harshly cleaned by a previous owner, and this impairment is evi¬ 
denced by wispy hairlines extending over both sides, and an 
unnerving and almost complete lack of luster. In addition, the piece 
has also been wiped, as we denote a heavy, hazy rub over portions 
of Liberty’s bust and hair. Traces of what may have been the origi¬ 
nal coloration can be found in the surface area immediately sur¬ 
rounding the obverse and reverse devices, although for all intents 
and purposes, this has been effectively removed. This variety typi¬ 
cally comes somewhat softly struck at the central devices, a fact in 
evidence on the present lot. Regardless of this soft strike, we note 
excellent detail in nearly all devices, as Liberty’s hair shows strong 
delineation, the wreath leaves veined and clearly defined, and the 
eagle’s wing plumage delicately textured. In light of these positive 
characteristics, and with due attention to its defects, this is a pleas¬ 
ing example of an elusive date that will fit very well into a high- 
grade set of early American coinage. 

PCGS# 6852. 


Attractive PCGS EF-45 
1795 Silver Dollar 

B-5, BB-27 



5475 1795 Flowing Hair. B-5, BB-27. Die State II. Three Leaves. 
EF-45 (PCGS). The attribution process is made easy with respect 
to this coin, for the as-made raised bar that appears on the BB-27 
near the uppermost curl of hair is in plain view. The die state, how¬ 
ever, is a bit more tricky to determine for the following reasons. We 
have before us either die state 2 or die state 3, both perhaps the 
most common for the die marriage, and these states are differenti¬ 
ated by an as-made die crack that extends from the left-hand 
wreath. On the former die state, it is only a partial unfurling, on the 
latter it extends all the way to the rim, but our example has a small 
tick in this very spot rendering full assurance impossible. 
Nevertheless, this die marriage comprises approximately 2,500 to 
3,500 of the extant examples from the original delivery for the issue 
(per Bowers, 1993), a number the Guide Book places at 160,295 
pieces. As such, it one of the most common marriages for the date, 
but since very few collectors are economically-capable of actually 
assembling a variety set of early Silver Dollars, we feel confident in 
this piece’s eventual inclusion in a high-grade type set. It is smooth¬ 
looking, even in this lightly circulated numeric grade, with a few 
delicate ticks scattered about both sides. There is a tender, ruddy 
coloration visible at indirect light angles on this otherwise dove-gray 
piece, and the seeming lack of detail at the central devices on either 
side is due mostly to a soft strike. All but mute on the subject of lus¬ 
ter, for it has largely disappeared, a result of its light use in com¬ 
mercial channels. 

PCGS# 6852. 
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5478 1795 Draped Bust. B-15, BB-52. Die State IV. EF-40 (NGC). 
The highpoints of the EF-40 Draped Bust Silver Dollar present a 
light, dove-gray appearance, while the remaining surface area on 
both sides offers an original-looking dark-gray colored tone. There is 
^ 'the occasional patch of more mottled tint, most apparent above BE 
in LIBERTY and the date on the obverse, and scattered around the 
reverse, but these are of little consequence to the overall appeal of the 
coin. As is customary for representatives of the issue and series, one 
will see some as-made planchet adjustment marks at the central- 
reverse devices, but again, they equate to little in the face of this 
pieces positive attributes. Abundant detail remains through Liberty’s 
hair and the reverse eagle and wreath, and the vast majority of the 
devices and legends remain sharp. 

PCGS# 6858. 


Sharp, High-Grade 
1796 Bolender-2 Silver Dollar 


5479 1796 B-2, BB-63. Die State I. Small Date, Small Letters. AU- 
50 (PCGS). A die marriage sometimes confused with the B-l, BB- 
66, this is a variety usually seen in lower grades, with Bowers (1993) 
estimating that of the roughly 300 pieces known to exist, 150-290 
of those coins are in the Good to EF grade range, placing the exam¬ 
ple in this lot among the better-preserved survivors. Both type and 
date collectors will take note of this lightly circulated Draped Bust 
Dollar, for it is a generally alluring piece, with very faint hints of 
golden-apricot toning visible at indirect light angles, with patches 
of even deeper orange coloration on the reverse. The meager rub 
present on the highpoints has resulted in little loss of original detail, 
with all design motifs boldly outlined, and the majority of the intri¬ 
cate hair, leaf and plumage deftly circumscribed. 

PCGS# 6859. 


5476 1795 Flowing Hair. B-5, BB-27. Die State III. Three Leaves. 
EF-40 (ICG). Although ICG has noted this coin as a 2 leaves vari¬ 
ety of the date on the insert, it is indeed another example of the BB- 
27, a 3 leaves variety. Nevertheless, this example is a bit unevenly 
struck, with the left-hand obverse stars appearing with greater detail 
than the others, but this is discernible only under very close exami¬ 
nation. The central details on both sides of this piece show perhaps 
a little more wear than one would expect at this grade, but they are 
otherwise delightfully free from important and/or sizeable distrac¬ 
tion for an EF coin. Possessed of a uniform and medium charcoal- 
gray tone, the overall aesthetic appeal is quite nice. 

PCGS# 6853. 


Alluring AU 1795 
Draped Bust Dollar 


5477 1795 Draped Bust. B-14, BB-51. AU-55 (NGC). Bowers 
(1993) places the extant population of this variety between 1,400 
and 2,000 pieces, making this one of the more common varieties 
for the year. Faint apricot coloration has been pushed toward the 
edges on both sides, with the central fields and devices essentially 
silver-gray in appearance. Although the wispy abrasions on both the 
obverse and reverse surely accord with the designated grade, we feel 
obligated to mention a blemish below the bust at the date that most 
interested parties should examine. Some striking weakness is dis- 
cernable on the eagles breast and neck, but on the whole this 
bright-looking example should interest high-grade type collectors 
and early Dollar enthusiasts. 

PCGS# 6858. 
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5480 1797 B-3, BB-71. Die State III. 10 x 6. Large Letters. VF-30 
(NGC). As noted on the NGC insert, this is indeed a representative 
of the BB-71, a die marriage characterized by the obverse star orien¬ 
tation, 10 on the left, 6 on the right, and the leaf under E in 
STATES ending under the center of that letter. Wear has been dis¬ 
tributed smoothly over both sides of this solidly graded VF piece, 
which displays a darker, steel-gray colored presentation. Remarkably 
free from abrasions and blemishes at this level of preservation, we 
note only a minute tick near the final digit of the date, but even that 
is nearly immeasurable in size. 

PCGS# 6865. 



5481 1798 B-27, BB-113. Die State III. EF-45 (ANACS). Possessed 
of a mostly silver-gray sheen, the reverse displays a slightly more 
mottled presentation, with hues of gunmetal-blue and orange at the 
periphery. One will observe some slender striae amongst the stars on 
the reverse, and a small tick above A in STATES, but we find no 
other distractions worthy of further elucidation. Boldly, if unevenly 
impressed, we note touch of strike weakness at the eagles right wing, 
and wear that has been distributed uniformly over the highpoints. 

PCGS# 6873. 



5482 1799 B-16, BB-158. Die State IV. AU-58 (NGC). A wholly 
satisfactory example of the BB-158, one of the most plentiful die 
marriages of the year. Despite having seen a bit of circulation, this 
piece has retained much of its original mint luster, and has acquired 
very few abrasions, none of which demand description. The strike 
was bold to sharp throughout, although some die erosion has caused 
the legends to wane a bit towards the edges. While the balance of the 
coin is essentially untoned in its silvery-gray tinted sheen, there are 
some feint highlights of orange-marigold iridescence, and variegated 
dots of color on the reverse, most importandy to the right of D in 
UNITED, and to the left of F in OF. Exhibiting only the faintest of 
rub, there is a small, as-made planchet fissure winding in from the 
rim above star 6. 

Clash marks (as struck) appear on both sides of this piece, most obvious above the 
date and within the reverse legend. 

PCGS# 6878. 



5483 1799 B-19, BB-155. Die State IV. AU-53 (NGC). A variety 
described by Bowers in 1993 as “one of the key rarities of the 
year...[with only] 70 to 110” in existence, and a marriage easily rec¬ 
ognized in this late die state, with three main die cracks in the lower- 
left obverse field. Although this coin has seen some commercial use 
there are no major blemishes to report, save for two blemishes on 
Liberty’s bust. Both obverse and reverse retain considerable amounts 
of mint luster, most notably around the devices and legends, 
although whatever was present in the open fields has mostly disap¬ 
peared. With just a touch of peripheral copper-russet toning, and a 
generally bold strike with areas of faint weakness on the central 
devices, this quality coin will find a welcome home in any high- 
grade set of early Silver Dollars. 

PCGS# 6878. 
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5484 1800 B-16, BB-187. Die State V. AU-53 (NGC). A variety 
with an interesting progression of die states, the obverse offers tung¬ 
sten-blue iridescence at the periphery, with centers a mosdy deep 
carbon-gray tone. The reverse is dominated by a steely sheen, with 
the lower-third a lighter dove-gray color. Plenty of detail remains on 
this slightly unevenly struck example, and although lightly rubbed 
over the central details, the designs remain boldly outlined. 

PCGS# 6887. 



5485 1800 B-13, BB-193. Die State IT. EF-40 (ANACS). BB-193 
was a die marriage previously comprised of two older Bolender vari¬ 
eties, the B-13, and the B-18. The former was considered a some¬ 
what scarce variety, with the B-18 the more common of the two, but 
since our knowledge of the series has grown through the years, most 
experts now conclude the latter variety to simply be a late die state 
of B-13. As such, Bowers (1993) now estimates this to be one of the 
most plentiful die marriages among 1800 Heraldic Eagle Silver 
Dollars, with roughly 700 to 1,200 survivors extant, the gross major¬ 
ity of which grade VF to EF. A wholly satisfying example of this 
issue, both sides are draped in a solid dove-gray patina, and at indi¬ 
rect light angles, we find simmering areas of vibrant mint luster. A 
bit softly struck over the central highpoints, nearly all detail stands 
in bold definition, with nary a distracting blemish that merits indi¬ 
vidual consideration. 

PCGS# 6887. 



5486 1801 B-2, BB-212. Die State II. EF-45 (NGC). A touch softly 
struck through the central details, as is common for the issue, we 
note a bit of weakness on the reverse eagles right wing, and rub 
expectable for the grade over the highpoints on both sides. Mostly 
^'Steel-gray colored in presentation, one will discern splashes of dark¬ 
er coloration, more noticeable on the obverse than reverse. Although 
a piece that saw a fair amount of circulation, luster remains in plain 
evidence, although primarily relegated to the peripheries and areas 
immediately surrounding the devices. 

PCGS# 6893. 



5487 1802 B-6, BB-241. AU-50 (NGC). At indirect light angles, we 
denote a faint hue of iridescent orange over both sides of this other¬ 
wise steel-gray colored Bust Dollar. Well detailed, and the recipient 
of a bold strike, neither obverse nor reverse present much to report 
in the way of singularly important distractions for a lightly circulat¬ 
ed coin.The reverse displays a more mottled coloration, including a 
swath of bluish tint in the lower-left field near the rim, and a dot of 
hoary-charcoal color under the first S in STATES. 

PCGS# 6895. 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 


Page 91 






The October 2006 Las Vegas Auction 



5488 1803 B-5, BB-252. Die State I. AU-50 (NGC). A solid repre¬ 
sentative of the issue, this otherwise silver-gray colored piece presents 
a somewhat ruddy-orange tone at indirect light angles, while plenty 
of original-looking cobalt-blue and magenta coloration traces the 
peripheries on both sides. Obviously well struck, most of the wear 
has been distributed evenly over the highpoints of the major designs, 
leaving behind an abundance of detail through Liberty’s hair, bust 
and the reverse eagle’s plumage. 

PCGS# 6900. 



5489 1836 Name on Base. Judd-60. Pollock-65. Rarity-1. Die 
Alignment I. AU-58 Details Rims Filed, Repaired, Cleaned 
(ANACS). Not actually a pattern, but originally classified as such 
due to a general lack of information, the J-60 was in fact a regular 
issue. Judd estimates, very roughly from auction records where the 
pertinent info was available, that examples with die alignment I, eas¬ 
ily observed by the head of Liberty opposite DO in DOLLAR, have 
a Rarity-2 factor, and an original mintage figure of approximately 
1 000 pieces. Furthermore, the author cites the sometimes-reliable 
Walter Breen as stating that approximately 600 representatives were 
paid out by the Bank of the United States. Whether our offering was 
one of those pieces, we are obviously unable to assert with authori¬ 
ty, but it certainly has seen circulation, and even abuse at the hands 
of its possessors. Mostly brilliant in sheen, the gray-sky colored 
appearance offered on both sides is interrupted only by a patch of 
haziness in the right-obverse field, and a peripheral ring of orange- 
gold toning on the reverse. The rims have been filed and subse¬ 
quently repaired, but the ANACS holder prevents our inspection, 
although some of this impairment is visible above the R in AMER¬ 
ICA. The tell-tale wispy hairlines that uniformly cover both sides of 
this piece are visible to the naked eye, but they are largely unimpor¬ 
tant in light of the historic importance of this coin that will be a true 
find for the budget-conscious collector. 

PCGS# 11225. 



5490 1846-0 MS-62 (NGC). The first of only four O-mint delivered 
Seated Dollars, the 1846-0 is widely available in circulated grades, 
and from the limited original production of 59,000 pieces, many 
were either exported or melted down, while others circulated in the 
Mississippi Valley region (as per Bowers, 1993). As the first of its 
type from a modest branch-mint production run, the ‘46-0 is wide¬ 
ly pursued by Silver Dollar enthusiasts, better-date type collectors, 
and branch-mint specialists. Exhibiting a modest degree of a brilliant 
prooflike finish, a common feature on low-mintage Seated Dollars, 
we note a minor area of strike weakness at 12 o’clock on the obverse, 
but the piece is otherwise solidly struck throughout. A pale-apricot 
iridescence casts a beautiful sheen over both sides from the periph¬ 
eral fringe, with columns of mauve tinting slowly winding their way 
up through the obverse fields and devices. A careful student will note 
a handful of wispy abrasions, but they are entirely inconsequential in 
this grade. 

NGC Census: just 6; only 2 finer. 

PCGS# 6933. 
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»491 1865 AU Detail Cleaned, Artificial Toning (Uncertified). 
Both sides of this piece have been lightly cleaned, stripping the sur¬ 
faces of their natural patina, and then recolored a metallic-blue color. 
This effect is far more obvious on the obverse, where we also find the 
occasional abrasion and carbon spot, most noteworthy before 
Liberty’s portrait. An impaired but affordable example of an issue 
that would otherwise certainly fetch an exorbitant premium on the 
auction floor. 

PCGS# 6955. 


5492 1867 Proof-64 Cameo (NGC). A near-Gem Seated Dollar that 
certainly has claims to full-Gem status, although it is likely just a few 
paltry abrasions away from being designated as such. Both sides have 
been enveloped in champagne-pink iridescence, but a close inspec¬ 
tion will reveal some faint dappled haziness in the left obverse field, 
discernible at indirect light angles. The devices are frosted and 
crisply delineated, and both the obverse and reverse are brilliantly 
reflective, though possessed of some as-made die polish lines. 

PCGS# 87015. 


Flashy Proof-65 DC AM 
1869 Seated Dollar 



5493 1869 Proof-65 Deep Cameo (PCGS). Proof Seated Dollars 
dated 1869 were struck from three different obverse dies (per Breen 
1989), and as many collectors of the series know, proof specimens 
for any issue dated later than 1858 are typically more common and 
readily available than their circulated counterparrs. The example in 
the present lot was clearly well struck, as nearly all design motifs 
have been raised to excellent effect, and lack noteworthy areas of 
bothersome weakness, save for a small area at GOD in the motto. 
These same legends and devices stand in fantastic contrast to their 
surrounding mirrored fields, as they have received a thick coating of 
mint frost. Very little toning may be discerned on either side, 
although there are scanty patches of slightly opaque coloration on 
both obverse and reverse, and some vestige of sunset-orange creep¬ 
ing in from the rim. We find neither outwardly noticeable abrasion, 
nor distracting handling marks, rendering a specimen that surely 
ranks among the finest in terms of sheer eye appeal. 

PCGS Population: 4; with just 4 finer in DCAM. 

PCGS# 97017. 
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Incredibly Rare PCGS MS-62 
1872-CC Seated Dollar 



5494 1872-CC MS-62 (PCGS). The 1872-CC Seated Dollar is seldom offered in today's marketplace. When examples do appear at auction, they are 
typically in the grades of VG through AU, indicating that the majority of these pieces saw some use in commercial channels, although as Breen opines 
in his 1993 text, this use most certainly took place “after 1873, when their intrinsic value dropped below their face value.” As to the reasons for the 
incredibly low original-mintage figure of just 3,150 pieces, it seems that these Dollars were “struck only for private depositors,” and thus not intend¬ 
ed for use by the general public. This being the case, it is somewhat remarkable that nearly all known representatives of this issue have seen circula¬ 
tion, sometimes quite heavy at that, as it seems that many more would have been better preserved by their owners after their acquisition from the 
Treasury. Nevertheless, this is not the case, as PCGS has certified just 11 1872-CCs at the Uncirculated numeric designations, with a mere 4 finer 
than the piece in the present lot. Although graded strictly Unc. by PCGS, we are scarcely able to discern even the faintest of abrasions, and those that 
do appear present as entirely commensurate with the assigned grade, failing to detract from the overall eye appeal. Offering a mostly mottled dove- 
gray appearance at first glance, when the piece rotates under a lamp, one will observe iridescent shades of light-to-medium orange, with the occasional 
twinge of underlying flaxen-silver coloration. Crisply impressed details dominate both sides of this piece, and even a close inspection will fail to divulge 
trivial areas of strike weakness. A coin that calls for inclusion in a Silver Dollar collection of the highest order. 

PCGS Population: 3: with 4 finer. 

PCGS# 6969. 


5495 1878 8 Tailfeathers. MS-64 PL (PCGS). The reverse of this 
near-Gem prooflike coin certainly deserves such a qualifier, while the 
obverse has a somewhat soft satin texture, and stands ringed by 
warm golden-yellow peripheral iridescence. One will certainly find a 
number of abrasions, but they are trivial and mainly unimportant, 
save for a minor blemish beneath the chin. 

FCGS# 7073. 



5496 1878 Doubled Tailfeathers. Weak. MS-65 (PCGS). A superla¬ 
tive representative of this important variety, with a few tips of the 
original 8 Tailfeathers design showing underneath the current 7 
feathers. Because these feather tips are a bit feint in detail, this is 
termed the Weak variety, as opposed to the Strong one, which shows 
stronger evidence of doubling. This well-struck example is an attrac¬ 
tive one, with a moderate layer of golden color and ample, frosty lus¬ 
ter. The strike is sharp and bagmarks are light and scattered, their 
number and degree are commensurate with the Gem grade. 

PCGS# 7070. 

Ex: Jackson Hole Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 
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5497 1878 7 Tailfeathers, Reverse of 1878. MS-66 (NGC). Every 
bit the solid Gem, we are able to find only those abrasions that 
define the grade, for nearly every tick is minute in appearance and 
slender in nature. Frosty luster is the hallmark of this piece, for it is 
the first aesthetic aspect that greets the viewer, so intense is its cart¬ 
wheel effect. Although presenting as untoned at first blush, a close 
inspection reveals a touch of peripheral golden-orange coloration 
creeping in from the edges, and as a recipient of a blistering strike, 
the legends are crisply impressed through the central focal points. 

PCGS# 7074. 


5499 1878 7 Tailfeathers, Reverse of 1878. MS-66 (NGC). Draped 
in a healthy coating of satiny mint luster, both sides are remarkably 
free from abrasion at this level of preservation, and possessed of dra¬ 
matic cartwheel effect. Sharply struck for a Gem representative of 

—this issue, and sure to please any future owner, this conditionally rare 
example is surely within the realm of the Registry Set collector with 
just one coin certified finer at NGC. 

NGC Census: 21; 1 finer. 

PCGS# 7074. 

5500 1878 7 Tailfeathers, Reverse of 1878. MS-65 (PCGS). A scin¬ 
tillating, brilliant-white Dollar, with an amazing, full strike and 
flashy, frosty luster. A few abrasions are present, though these are 
slight and commensurate with the Gem grade. The luster is mar¬ 
velous; flashing and spinning its way around the surfaces. The hold¬ 
er notes this is the Reverse of 1878 Variety, with 7 Tailfeathers and 
this is the case, as the eagle’s breast is concave and the arrow feathers 
are parallel. 

PCGS# 7074. 


5498 1878 7 Tailfeathers, Reverse of 1878. MS-66 (NGC). A splen¬ 
did example of this significant variety, exhibiting the 7 Tailfeathers 
Design, with the Reverse of 1878. This means the reverse design is 
of the type with the parallel arrow feathers and convex eagle’s breast, 
which is commonly described as the Second Reverse. Exhibiting 
blazing, frosty luster and a full strike, there is an exciting band of 
peripheral, auburn and blue toning that lends further appeal to an 
already arresting piece. There are some slight contact marks in the 
field in front of Liberty’s face, with a couple other faint ones present 
here and there, though these latter marks are not much of a concern. 
Astute collectors know a good opportunity when they see one, as 
NGC has not graded many Dollars of this variety higher. 

NGC Census: 7/27. 

PCGS# 7074. 


5501 1878 7 Tailfeathers, Reverse of 1879. MS-65 (PCGS). An 
example with the Third Reverse, with a convex eagle’s breast and 
slanted arrow feathers. This design was the primary one used for the 
remainder of the Morgan Dollar series. The present coin displays sat¬ 
isfying, bright, flashy luster and pleasing, brilliant-white surfaces 
that contain just a hint of coppery toning on the peripheries. The 
strike is full, showing every strand of hair over the ear and every 
feather on the eagle’s breast. Few contact marks are noticeable, and 
these are mostly on the reverse in areas not considered critical. This 
is a high-quality, Gem piece with exhilarating appeal. 

PCGS# 7076. 
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5504 1879-CC Large CC over Small CC. MS-63 (PCGS). Paltry! 
satin luster cedes to brilliance at most places on this Choice I 
Uncirculated and semi-prooflike 1879-CC Morgan Dollar. One! 
may observe an exceptional degree of crispness through the central I 
device detail, and the reverse clearly reveals the medium mintmark f 
over small mintmark. As such, this will be a more than satisfactory I 
representative of the variety for the VAM collector, as well as a pleas¬ 
ing and interesting example of the issue for the type or mintmark ] 
collector. 

PCGS# 7088. 


5505 1879-CC Normal Mintmark. MS-64 (PCGS). The 1879-CC I 
Morgan Dollar is a key-date issue for the series, and an example of I 
this date and mintmark combination “has always been a point of I 
pride and accomplishment for the advanced collector of the series" 
(per Bowers, 1993). Some may think the accomplishment of such a I 
feat to be a simple matter of economics, with an interested collector ' 
simply laying down a sum of money in exchange for a choice exam¬ 
ple, but this simply does not happen with great frequency, as many 
79-CCs have been victimized by unsightly blemishes and bagmarks, 
and usually fall into the MS-60 to MS-63 grade range. This near- 
Gem, however, is strongly graded at its level of preservation, with 
just a handful of grade-limiting abrasions, and a hill, satiny-to-frosty ■ 
luster. Be these positive attributes as they may, perhaps the most 
appealing aspect of this piece are the waves of iridescent toning that 
grace both sides, tumbling in champagne-pink, golden-apricot and 
velvety-purple color. With such undeniable eye appeal and rarity, 
this will be a sure-flre winner on auction day, and worthy of a solid 
bid as such. 

PCGS# 7086. 


5502 1878-CC MS-66 (NGC). Popular with better-date type collectors 
for its first-year status as a type, the 1878-CC is also popular with 
mintmark specialists as the premier Morgan Dollar delivery from 
Carson City. As students of the series know, products of this date 
and mint are easy to obtain in just about all grades, but an MS-66 
piece is about as good as it will get for even the most wealthy of col¬ 
lectors, as NGC has certified just 6 examples at the Superb Gem 
level of preservation. Therefore, this lightly peripherally toned Gem 
will entice even the most refined connoisseur with its frosty surfaces, 
powerful strike, and minimally abraded surfaces. 

PCGS# 7080. 


5503 1879 MS-66 (PCGS). A condition scarcity at this grade level, this 
lovely Dollar is a wonder to behold. It is endowed with glistening 
luster and a creamy-white appearance that is brilliant and attractive. 
Light touches of golden color are also present, adding further appeal 
to an already handsome piece. The strike is a tad bit soft over the ear, 
though the rest of the design's features have been boldly impressed 
by the dies. The cheek of Liberty really stands out, being high in 
relief, granting a very distinctive look to this particular coin. Very 
few marks are present, these being shallow and not detracting. 

Registry Set enthusiasts will note PCGS has only certified one 
example of this date in a higher grade, an MS-67 example, though 
two others have been granted the MS-66 PL and MS-66 DMPL 
grades. Therefore, this coin is an important one, for it will be diffi¬ 
cult to surpass in terms of overall grade and aesthetic appeal. 

PCGS# 7084. 

Ex: Jackson Holt Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 
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506 1879-CC Normal Mintmark. MS-63 (PCGS). A Choice Mint 
State example of this key-date issue, a close inspection will reveal 
some scattered as-made die grease on both sides. Perhaps touched by 
a soft central strike, neither side presents much to report in terms of 
measurable abrasions or distractions, and the balance of this stone- 
gray colored piece does indeed display the occasional dash of opaque 
lime-green coloration. 

PCGS# 7086. 



5507 1879-0 MS-65 (PCGS). A marvelous example of a better date, 
New Orleans Mint issue, this one demonstrates awe inspiring, 
creamy-white surfaces that bristle with gleaming, frosty-white luster. 
This impressive, completely brilliant piece also sports a full strike, 
which is an unusual characteristic for an O Mint Dollar. Every 
strand of hair over the ear is intricately defined, with all breast feath¬ 
ers of the eagle sharp and visible. Only a few, light blemishes are 
apparent, and the face of Liberty is relatively free of them, which is 
yet another characteristic of a desirable Gem Dollar. This one was 
obviously hand-selected with a careful eye, and an appreciative col¬ 
lector will reap the benefit of that selectivity. 

PCGS# 7090. 



5508 1879-0 MS-64 DMPL (PCGS). In 1993, Bowers wrote that 
“many prooflike coins [of this issue] exist, a good number of which 
have no cameo contrast. Most are in lower grade levels such as MS- 
60 through MS-62, are extensively bagmarked, and are not particu¬ 
larly attractive.” None of these sentiments apply to the piece in the 

present lot, for it has an excellent cameo effect, due to the deeply 
mirrored fields, and softly frosted devices. As a near-Gem DMPL 
representative, it has very few bagmarks and abrasions, and a bold- 
to-sharp strike throughout, aesthetic effects that will surely endear it 
to the high-grade specialist collector. This, however, is a coin for the 
Registry Set collector as well, for PCGS has certified just 2 examples 
of the issue finer with a DMPL finish, placing this coin into elite 
company. 

PCGS Population: 28/2 with DMPL distinction. 

PCGS# 97091. 

5509 1879-S MS-67 PL (NGC). Every bit the Superb Gem, neither 
side of this S-mint Morgan Dollar reveals much to distract the eye, 
save for the beginnings of some milky toning on the obverse. A fair 
number of as-struck die polish lines traverse the reverse, as expected 
for a PL finish., and while Bowers (1993) considered examples of 
this issue to be rare in all Mint State grades, we feel it to be a solid 
coin, and worthy of a serious bid as such. 

PCGS# 7093. 

5510 1879-S MS-66 (PCGS). Minimally abraded, even at this already 
lofty level of preservation, we find very little to report in terms of sin¬ 
gularly mentionable distractions. Frosty and possessed of a slightly 
opaque lime-green coloration, this piece speaks to an even higher 
numeric designation, and will fit quite nicely into the finest of 
Morgan Dollar collections. Found in an older green-insert PCGS 
holder. 

PCGS# 7092. 

5511 1879-S MS-65 (PCGS). With surfaces all but silent on the subject 
of toning, the trivial amount of as-made die grease present on both 
sides stands in greater contrast to the minimally abraded surfaces for 
the grade. Lustrous, and as near to fully struck as we have seen on an 
1879-S Morgan Dollar, we are content to suggest this coin to the 
high-grade type collector. 

PCGS# 7092. 
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5512 1880 MS-66 PL (NGC). Overall, this is a stunning piece of the 
1880 P-mint delivery, and it is unusual that we have the opportuni¬ 
ty to offer such a tremendous example. Numismatic scholars like 
Wayne Miller believe that most of the Gem prooflike examples of 
this issue can be traced back to a hoard discovered in 1971, and these 
are coins characterized by a minimum of abrasions and bagmarks, 
frosty devices, and deep-mirror surfaces. These descriptors are all 
aptly applied to the present Gem, and we are unable to locate a sin¬ 
gularly mentionable abrasion in this grade. Among the finest certi¬ 
fied by NGC with the PL designation, this is a high-quality repre¬ 
sentative of the issue or type, and this brilliant, essentially untoned 
example is sure to please. 

NGC Census: 5/0 with the PL designation. 

PCGS# 7097. 


5513 1880-CC MS-66 (PCGS). A gorgeous Gem that displays desir¬ 
able, creamy-white color and ample, frosty luster. The contact marks 
are remarkably light, while the strike is distinct, though not quite 
’ -til, due to some faintness in the hair over Liberty’s ear. The desir¬ 
able texture of the surfaces is immediately evident, as the brilliant- 
white piece contains no toning whatsoever. 

PCGS# 7100. 



5514 1880-S MS-68 (PCGS). An amazing Morgan Dollar, one that is [ 
exceptional for its superb, scintillating luster and the fact that only a 
couple, very light contact marks exist upon the surfaces. The color is 
a glistening, brilliant-white texture, with a delicate, golden tone evi- j 
dent on the reverse. The strike is bold and the reverse demonstrates 1 
slight, prooflike reflectivity upon the satiny surfaces. The luster real-1 
ly must be seen to be fully appreciated, it is wonderful. 

PCGS# 7118. 


5515 1880-S MS-67 PL (NGC). Appearing with a basically untoned 
presentation, we feel this guise to greatly enhance the already dra¬ 
matic manifestation of this piece’s other positive attributes. The 
devices have been enveloped in a biting coat of mint frost, and when 
contrasted to the mirrored and prooflike fields, they stand in almost 
Cameo contrast. Minimally abraded, we are unable to find note¬ 
worthy distractions on either side of this coin, even on the primary 
focal points. A lovely Superb Gem worthy of a premium bid. 

PCGS# 7119. 

5516 1880-S MS-67 ★ (NGC). A winner of the ★ d esignation from 
NGC will almost always have extraordinary eye appeal, and our 
offering in the present lot is no exception. Aside from the frosty mint 
luster and sharp strike, the reverse has a rainbow array of bag toning 
at the upper-left field and rim. Unfolding in linear waves of golden- 
yellow, electric-blue and purplish-azure hues, enthusiasts of such 
dramatic appearances will find this coin entirely pleasing and worthy 
of a solid bid. 

PCGS# 7118. 

5517 1880-S MS-67 (NGC). A nearly perfect example of the issue, the 
dies that impressed the motifs of this Superb Gem Morgan Dollar 
left an almost complete strike and exceptional luster. Essentially free 
from bothersome abrasions for the grade, both sides are basically 
silent on the subject of toning except for a patch of faint-green color 
in the upper-right reverse field. 

PCGS# 7118. 
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518 1880-S MS-67 (NGC). As befits the numeric designation and the 
issue, we find powerfully imparted obverse and reverse designs, with 
intricate detail through nearly every minute focal point. Although 
the balance of the coin is untoned, there are swaths of copper-russet 
coloration on both sides, with flashes of twilight-rose on the obverse 
here and there. 

PCGS# 7118. 


5519 1880-S MS-67 (NGC). A radiant example, with luminous, pul¬ 
sating, creamy-white brilliance and thick, frosty luster. The strike is 
needle-sharp and any abrasions are remarkably light. This is unques¬ 
tionably, a Superb Gem Morgan Dollar of impressive beauty. 

PCGS# 7118. 


5520 1880-S MS-66 DMPL (PCGS). An extraordinary piece with 
spectacular eye-appeal, its shimmering, completely white surfaces are 
glowing with booming, flashy luster and deeply reflective, satiny 
fields. The devices are delicately frosted, while there are subtle hints 
of golden color present, which means this Dollar is an original one. 
The undisturbed luster is further evidence of this desirable trait. The 
mirrors are watery and unfathomable, clearly the characteristic of an 
amazing, Deep Mirror Prooflike example. The strike is bold and 
abrasions are slight. It is housed in an older, green-label PCGS hold¬ 
er, and its impressive quality will be difficult to surpass. 

PCGS# 97119. 

5521 1880-S MS-66 (NGC). Otherwise slate-gray in presentation, this 
minimally abraded Gem Morgan Dollar presents a crescent of bag- 
toned golden-yellow and ice-blue color. Lustrous and frosty, little 
prevents our wholesale recommendation of this piece even for the 
specialist collector in the series. 

PCGS# 7118. 


5522 1880-S MS-65 (PCGS). A lovely toned Morgan Dollar, one that 
toning aficionados will truly appreciate. The marvelous, original 
color consists mainly of a golden-orange shade, while a rainbow arc 
of scarlet and jade-green iridescence covers the lower-left peripheries 

_-iqf the obverse. A thin band of sky-blue toning is also evident, tran¬ 
secting Liberty’s cap. A small patch of brilliance resides upon the 
right-most edge, while the reverse is completely brilliant. Some 
attractive, textile patterned bands appear upon Liberty’s cheek, 
adding further appeal to an already impressive coin. Plenty of flashy 
luster complements the toning, while the strike is full and the abra¬ 
sions are light and scattered. 

PCGS# 7118. 

5523 1880-S MS-65 (NGC). A rainbow-toned Morgan Dollar that will 
surely incite aficionados of such coloration, so dramatic is this piece’s 
electric-blue, orange-peel-red and lime-green color scheme. While the 
reverse is perhaps just a bit more subdued in terms of its tinting, it is 
no less frosty nor in possession of singularly important blemishes. 

PCGS# 7118. 


5524 1881-CC MS-67 (PCGS). A spectacular coin that exhibits full, 
rounded cheeks on Liberty, a needle-sharp strike, few abrasions and 
a creamy-white texture that is graced by frosty, cartwheel luster. The 
luster is thick and swirling, while the strike can be termed full, 
because every design feature is present in intricate detail. This is a 
delightful representative of a popular Carson City Mint issue, one 
that will please either the date or type set collector. 

PCGS# 7126. 

Ex: Jackson Hole Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 
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5525 1881-CC MS-67 (NGC). Simply, an outstanding piece, one that 
demonstrates the rich, creamy-white texture of an original, brilliant 
coin. Added to this is the bright, glistening luster, which gleams and 
dances its way around both sides. As can be demanded of its lofty 
grade, there are only a couple contact marks evident, but these are 
small and slight. The light vestiges of a fingerprint reside in the 
lower-left obverse field, though this is more of a testament to the 
sparkling originality of the coin than it is a detraction. Remember 
that original white coins are few and far between these days. The 
strike is amazingly full, showing each design feature in an absolute 
manner. This appealing Morgan Dollar tilts the scale where the wow 
factor is concerned. 

PCGS# 7126. 



5526 1881-CC MS-67 (NGC). A beautiful Superb Gem CC-mint 
delivered Morgan Dollar, both sides have been blanketed in a thick 
coating of mint frost, a luster that cartwheels light in dramatic fash¬ 
ion. As is common for the issue, the devices and legends over both 
si.ies have been sharply struck, offering incredibly demarcated defi¬ 
nition, even for the already lofty MS-67 designation. Minimally 
abraded, only 4 examples of the issue have graded finer at NGC, 
vaulting this piece into the domain of the Registry Set collector. 

PCGS# 7126. 

5527 1881-CC MS-66 (PCGS). Thick, creamy-white luster on brilliant 
surfaces, with a bold strike and plenty of flash, this Gem demon¬ 
strates sparkling eye appeal. Desirable as a completely white coin and 
always popular as a Carson City Mint example. 

PCGS# 7126. 



5528 1881-CC MS-66 (PCGS). A splendid Dollar that possesses awe¬ 
some, brilliant-white surfaces that are completely free from toning. 
The luster is bright and flashy, while the strike is sharp and blemishes 
are definitely light. This is truly a sparkling, dazzling Carson City 
Mint Dollar, a date that is ever popular with collectors. 

PCGS# 7126. 



5529 1881-0 MS-65 (PCGS). An outstanding example of a better date. 
New Orleans Mint product, one that is known for being a condition 
scarcity. Elusive at the Gem grade level, this Dollar exhibits smooth, 
lustrous surfaces that are free from annoying bagmarks, with only a 
few, shallow ones present. The strike is strong, with ample detail evi¬ 
dent in the hair over the ear and on the breast feathers of the eagle. 
The luster is frosty and attractive, swirling about the surfaces, while 
the overall brilliant-white color is accented by a delicate, light gold 
patina. This is an impressive Dollar for this issue, one that is well 
deserving of its MS-65 grade. Gorgeous. 

PCGS# 7128. 

Ex: Jackson Hole Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 
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5530 1881-0 MS-65 (PCGS). A remarkable, brilliant representative of 
a better date Dollar that is an attractive example of a no-doubt Gem. 
A light layer of golden-tan color is evident throughout, with plenty 
of flashy, frosty luster sparkling over the surfaces. The strike is pro¬ 
nounced and full, showing all the critical areas of detail, including 
the hair above the ear. This is always an important consideration that 
is even more significant for New Orleans Mint Morgan Dollars, 
which are normally found weakly struck. There are not many abra¬ 
sions on this coin, and those that are visible are remarkably light. It 
is obvious this coin was selected with great care, and it will find a 
truly appreciative, new home as a result. 

PCGS# 7128. 


5531 1881-S MS-68 PL (NGC). Examples of this issue are easily 
obtainable through the lower Superb Gem grades, with none extant 
grading finer than the coin in the present lot with a PL designation. 
Certainly worthy of such distinction, the fields on this piece are well 
mirrored, exhibiting just a touch of satiny luster gathered at the 
peripheries. Lightly toned in colors of copper-red and azure-blue, we 
note some hardly distinguishable as-made die polish lines on both 
obverse and reverse. 

NGC Census: 7: with none finer. 

PCGS# 7131. 

5532 1881-S MS-67 ★ (NGC). As suggested by the NGC insert, this 
coin really does have superior eye appeal. Verging on prooflike bril¬ 
liance, so satiny and smooth is the luster, the eye detects ice-blue and 
orange-gold color as the coin dips into a light. Possessed of a razor- 
sharp strike over both sides, neither the obverse nor the reverse offers 
much to describe inasmuch as abrasions and blemishes are 
concerned. 

PCGS# 7130. 


5533 1881-S MS-67 (PCGS). Even for the Superb Gem numeric des¬ 
ignation, neither obverse nor reverse presents an unusual number of 
abrasions or bagmarks, with surfaces that present as remarkably 
smooth. While the luster is positively exquisite, we must comment 
on the iridescent array of rainbow toning, as shades of golden-yel¬ 
low, lime-green and rosy-magenta illuminate under a lamp. 

PCGS# 7130. 


5534 1881-S MS-66 (PCGS). With a peripheral halo of golden-yellow 
color, this S-mint Gem is frosty, lustrous and possessed of sharply 
impressed devices. 

PCGS# 7130. 


5535 1882 MS-66 (PCGS). Considered a better date at this grade level, 
an example of condition scarcity, the careful collector will notice that 
PCGS has only certified six representatives of this date in a higher 
grade, and these all reside at the MS-67 level. This is a significant 
coin as a result, for it possesses a high-grade, that is just under the 
highest evaluated examples, and it should represent a good value for 
the collector, who will greatly appreciate the superb quality this coin 
offers. 

Adorned with booming, flashy luster that spins and dances its 
way around the relatively mark-free surfaces, the overall texture is a 
very desirable stone-white. The strike is pronounced and full, show¬ 
ing every feature of the historic design. Abrasions are remarkably 
light, and this exemplary trait bears repeating, for contact marks are 
always a concern for Morgan Dollars. The impressive sheen of this 
piece is delightful, appealing and enticing. Bid accordingly. 

PCGS# 7132. 

5536 1882 MS-65 (PCGS). A gorgeous example with stone-white sur¬ 
faces and cascading, flashy luster. The strike is full and any abrasions 
are remarkably light on this exceptional, Gem example. 

PCGS# 7132. 
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5537 1882-0 MS-64 DMPL (PCGS). With surfaces that reveal fewer 
bagmarks than may be expected for the grade and issue, and a strike 
that certainly ranks among the finest on an example of this branch 
mint’s production, date and mintmark collectors will certainly take 
note of this DMPL near-Gem. While abrasions are in plain view on 
both sides, none detract from the overall presentation of this silvery- 
looking and untoned Morgan Dollar. 

PCGS# 97137. 



5538 1882-O/S MS-64 (NGC). An example of a popular overmintmark 
with somewhat molded toning in strong evidence on an obverse 
mated to an almost flaxen-white colored reverse. Sharply impressed 
through the central details, both sides are lustrous with solid cart¬ 
wheel effect. 

PCGS# 7138. 



5539 1883-CC MS-67 PL (NGC). Nearly all precious metal used to 
strike 1883 Carson City Mint Morgan Dollars came from the 
Comstock Lode, more than 20 years after the initial public disclo¬ 
se of the discovery. This issue is similar to the ‘84-CC in that near¬ 
ly a million pieces were held back by the Treasury during its releases 
of Silver Dollars to the public through the GSA. A Superb Gem that 
is most definitely prooflike in appearance, it is a coin boldly struck 
through all devices and legends, with brilliant surfaces that occa¬ 
sionally show traces of satiny luster in the more protected recesses. 
Wispy toning appears on the upper-half of the obverse, but this fea¬ 
ture is almost invisible to the casual observer, and the balance of the 
coin appears blast-white. 

PCGS# 7145. 



5540 1883-CC MS-67 (PCGS). Since PCGS has certified just 1 exam¬ 
ple of this CC-mint Morgan Dollar issue finer that the example in 1 
the present lot. Registry Set collectors will do well to consider this 1 
coin for inclusion in their holdings. Untoned in presentation, the I 
surfaces present a brilliant-white colored appearance, and ubiquitous I 
luster, frosty in texture and astounding in its cartwheel effect. Well I 
struck throughout, with nary an area of strike weakness to report, 1 
this Superb Gem is positively fantastic. 

PCGS# 7144. 



5541 1883-CC GSA. MS-66 DMPL (PCGS). Bowers (1993) writes of 
the 1883-CC Morgan Dollar that “755,518 Mint State coins were 
sold from the Treasury Hoard,” most through the General Services 
Administration from 1972 to 1980. According to the same author, 
they are very scarce in the Gem DMPL grades, and indeed a curso¬ 
ry glance at the PCGS Population figures reveal a sharp decrease in 
number in MS-65, dropping to just two known examples at the 
Superb Gem level of preservation. This coin possesses a brilliant, 
prooflike finish, and as is common for DMPL coins of both this 
issue and the ‘82-CC alike, there is a satiny “aura” around the 
obverse portrait. Relatively free from distracting blemishes, we note 
only whispers of golden-yellow toning on the obverse. PCGS has 
noted this coin as a GSA Dollar. 

PCGS# 97145. 
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1542 1883-S MS-64 (PCGS). A better date issue that is rare in Gem 
Mint State condition, this one is a desirable Choice piece. In the 
optimal collecting grade of MS-64 (see Bowers, 2004), this brilliant- 
white Dollar features flashy, cartwheel luster and a strong strike. It is 
a whisper of detail away from having a full strike, with just a hint of 
faintness in the hair over the ear. Bagmarks are a typical problem for 
this date and mint, yet the present coin has no distracting ones, just 
a moderate number of small, shallow abrasions that are commensu¬ 
rate with the assigned grade. It is thus a well-above-average example, 
with its blazing luster, white texture, bold strike and fewer than 
expected marks. The observant collector will observe that PCGS has 
certified a mere 19 examples in a higher grade, so the appearance of 
a high-end Choice piece is a welcome sight indeed. Bid accordingly. 

PCGS# 7148. 



5543 1883-S Uncirculated Detail Altered Surfaces (Uncertified). 
Still a solid representative of the date regardless of the impairment, 
the alteration of this coin is very deceptive, but a close examination 
will reveal a removal of abrasions from a limited percentage of the 
surface area. So well performed is this impairment that it will fool all 
but the most attentive of numismatists at first glance, but for a col¬ 
lector in the market for an affordable representative of the issue, this 
will suit their needs quite nicely. Unnaturally free from blemish, and 
virtually untoned. 

PCGS# 7148. 



5544 1884-CC MS-67 (NGC). Softly frosted in sheen, with sharp strike 
definition over all design motifs as is common for the issue, this 
largely untoned Superb Gem example of the ‘84-CC is delightfully 
free from bothersome abrasions at this level of preservation. For the 

- sake of accuracy we note a few as-struck die polish lines that ulti¬ 
mately add only charm to this already alluring example. 

PCGS# 7152. 

5545 1884-CC MS-66 (PCGS). A brilliant Dollar with a creamy-white 
texture, scintillating, frosty luster and a sharp strike. The marks are 
shallow and the quality for the grade is quite impressive. 

PCGS# 7152. 


Quality Mint State 
1S84-S Silver Dollar 



5546 1884-S MS-62 (PCGS). Circulated examples of the ‘84-S can be 
acquired with little difficulty in todays numismatic market, and a 
fleeting glance at the population data will reveal that this trend 
holds true even into the higher AU grades. Upon entrance into the 
Uncirculated spectrum of preservation however, this issue becomes 
increasingly exacting to locate, and if a collector desires an example 
much beyond the Choice Uncirculated grades, then that enthusiast 
would be in for a very long wait indeed. Nevertheless, we offer a 
pleasing example of the issue to which a richly textured mint frost 
has been imparted, and intermixed with this sheen is a tenuous but 
warm sunset-orange coloration that clings mainly to the periph¬ 
eries. A touch weakly but satisfactorily struck at the central high- 
points, we also note a smattering of mostly inconsequential abra¬ 
sions hanging about the surfaces. 

PCGS# 7156. 
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5547 1884-S AU-58 (NGC). A rare coin in better Mint State condi¬ 
tion, the 1884-S is decidedly more common at the AU level of 
preservation. This example displays a delicate frosty luster, that tends 
toward a more satiny texture in certain areas. Largely untoned in 
appearance, the planchet obviously received a uniform and bold 
impression from the dies, as most detail is crisply impressed, even at 
this AU-58 numeric grade. There are a few abrasions as one should 
expect for a coin of this size and stature, but we find no reason why 
a type collector would be dissatisfied with the inclusion of this piece 
in his or her holdings. 

PCGS# 7156. 

5548 1885 MS-66 (PCGS). Both sides of this 1885 Morgan Silver Dollar 
are possessed of a lovely, almost brilliant-white appearance, revealing 
only the faintest of abrasions. Powerfully struck, and as such we find 
remarkable hair and eagle plumage detail. The luster is bountiful and 
frosty, with excellent cartwheel effect, and the eye appeal of this solid 
Gem speaks to an even higher numeric designation. 

PCGS# 7158. 

5549 1885 MS-65 DMPL (PCGS). A distinguished Morgan Dollar, 
with deep, reflective mirrored surfaces that are smooth and satiny. 
Ample Cameo contrast is readily apparent on the devices, which 
possess a commendable level of frost. A light, golden patina 
envelopes both sides, attesting to the originality of this desirable 
coin. Abrasions do not mar the Deep Mirror Prooflike surfaces, as 
only a couple can be found. The strike is full, every feature appear¬ 
ing in needle-sharp definition. It is housed in a first-generation, 
smaller PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 97159. 


5550 1885-CC MS-66 (PCGS). While there are a few as-made roller 
madts over Liberty’s portrait, they are incredibly feint, and men¬ 
tioned in this description only for the sake of accuracy. Incredibly 
lustrous, both sides reveal devices and legends that are sharply 
impressed, with nary an important area of strike weakness to report. 
Although the ‘85-CC Morgan Dollar has a low original mintage fig¬ 
ure, examples of this delivery are easily obtained through the Gem 
BU level of preservation, making it a likely candidate for the type 
collector. 

PCGS# 7160. 





5551 1885-CC MS-65 (PCGS). This Gem ‘85-CC Morgan Dollar! 
presents with frosty luster, and very few bagmarks or blemishes, with I 
those abrasions that do reveal themselves under examination being j 
confined to the more detail-heavy areas. Although this issue has an I 
incredibly low mintage figure, it is readily available in Gem condi- I 
tion, making this coin a likely candidate for inclusion in a high- I 
grade type collection. 

PCGS# 7160. 

5552 1885-CC MS-64 PL (PCGS). A scintillating example, one that is 
adorned with lovely, Prooflike surfaces that are deep, watery and 1 
reflective. The satiny surfaces are nicely complemented by a full 1 
strike and bold, Cameo frosted devices and lettering. Scattered, shal¬ 
low contact marks are visible, though these are made more evident j 
by the delicate, bright nature of the Prooflike surfaces, and their 
number and nature do not detract from the status of this remarkable 
Dollar as being a Choice one in all respects. 

PCGS# 7161. 

5553 1885-CC MS-63 DMPL (PCGS). A lovely Silver Dollar, with 
remarkably deep, reflective surfaces, a no-doubt Deep Mirror 
Prooflike example and highly desirable as such. A light, golden- 
auburn patina testifies to the originality of the coin, while the strike 
is quite bold and the devices are coated with ample, Cameo frost. 
There are several abrasions evident in the obverse fields, with a few 
others strewn about, but these are to be expected on a large coin and 
are definitely commensurate with the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 97161. 



5554 1885-S MS-65 (PCGS). Satinv-to-frosty mint luster gently 
envelopes both sides of this piece, whose surfaces are generally mute 
on the subject of toning, except for a swirl of somewhat motded col¬ 
oration at IN GOD WE TRUST on the reverse. A flashy and solid¬ 
ly struck Gem Morgan Dollar. 

PCGS# 7164. 
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5555 1886-0 MS-64 (PCGS). A remarkable near-Gem that speaks to a 
higher numeric grade on many fronts. First, the strike is of excellent 
quality for an O-mint Morgan Dollar, bold-to-sharp over the central 
obverse and reverse highpoints. Second, the bagmarks that one may 
find have seemingly avoided the primary focal points on both sides, 
a feat not easily achieved. The color is almost purely silver-white in 
sheen, although an observant collector will find an occasional dash 
of copper-orange toning here and there on the reverse, and while the 
luster tends just a bit towards areas of brilliance, it is basically satiny 
and textured throughout. 

As a collectors note, PCGS has certified a mere 3 examples of the issue finer than 
PCGS# 7168. 



5556 1886-S MS-65 (PCGS). It is estimated that approximately 
200,000 to 400,000 business strike ‘86-S Morgan Dollars were melt¬ 
ed under the Pittman Act of 1918 (per Bowers, 1992) leaving just a 
fraction of the original mintage of 750,000 pieces for general circu¬ 
lation. Of this remaining population, the author estimates a mere 
1,400 in the Gem BU level of preservation. These figures may 
indeed be roughly accurate, but as all numismatic students know, 
they are only highly educated assessments, and we further argue that 
the large portion of these coins have likely been impaired through 
attempts to clean or enhance their appearance, as PCGS has certified 
just a handful beyond the MS-65 grade. Our current example will 
surely meet the requirements of any budget-minded collector, since 
this issue takes a steep jump in price in MS-66 and MS-67. 

At direct light angles, a dove-gray sheen has embraced both sides 
of this Morgan Dollar, but when the coin rotates under the lamp, we 
detect diffused hues of golden-yellow and lime-green. Boldly if not 
sharply struck, all devices and legends contrast nicely against the 
softly frosted fields, and both obverse and reverse are mute on the 
subject of inordinate blemishes or abrasions. Housed in an older 
PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 7170. 


5557 1887/6 MS-65 (PCGS). Found in an older, green insert-variant 
PCGS holder, an example of this popular overdate is a must for the 
specialist collector, and this Gem will more than satiate that desire in 
all but the most difficult of enthusiasts. Softly frosted and lustrous in 
texture, there are hints of orange-gold hues edging in from the 
peripheries. A soundly struck piece, we note well-delineated 
plumage and hair detail, and expertly preserved surfaces that are 
hardly limited by pesky abrasions. 

PCGS# 7174. 

5558 1887 MS-67 (NGC). A peripherally toned Superb Gem with red¬ 
dish-apricot color hugging the rims on both sides. Frosty mint lus¬ 
ter blooms over both the obverse and reverse, and the only visible 
abrasions are those entirely consistent with the grade. 

PCGS# 7172. 

5559 1887-S MS-64 (PCGS). Both sides of this 1887-S near-Gem have 
been blessed by ubiquitous and frosty luster that positively glows 
while rotating under a lamp. Minimally abraded for the grade, we 
notate a razor-sharp strike, and blushes of golden-russet toning 
emerging from the peripheries. 

PCGS# 7180. 



5560 1888-0 MS-66 (PCGS). For an O-mint representative of the 
date, this coin has been unusually well produced. Examples of this 
mint are notorious for their terrible strikes and poor luster, but this 
coin is likely the exception that makes the rule. Solidly detailed 
through the major points of interest, and virtually free from note¬ 
worthy blemishes, we note a small area of pale-olive color over the 
central devices. 

PCGS# 7184. 
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5561 1888-0 VAM 4, Hot Lips. AU-53 (PCGS). One of the more 
popular VAM varieties in the series, the so-called Hot Lips effect is 
boldly apparent on this lightly rubbed piece. Both sides still present 
plentiful mint luster, more so than on many examples of this issue 
we have seen in this grade, and although we note a bit of soft central 
detail on both sides, this is common for O-mint delivered Morgan 
Dollars. 

PCGS# 133919. 


Spectacular Prooflike 
1888-S Dollar 

The Only One Graded PCGS MS-66 PL 



5562 1888-S MS-66 PL (PCGS). A beautiful Silver Dollar that pos¬ 
sesses extreme brilliance, a blast-white texture and highly lustrous, 
satiny surfaces with considerable Prooflike reflectivity. The luster is 
sparkling and very flashy, cascading around the fields and devices in 
an eye-catching manner. Abrasions are few and far between, and 
these are very small and shallow, mostly residing around the central 
devices on the reverse. The strike is very sharp, with every breast 
feather on the eagle intricately visible. Everything about this coin 
attests to its status as a high end piece. In addition, it is a scarcer 
issue of the series, which is even more elusive at the MS-66 grade 
level, and with fully Prooflike surfaces, which this Dollar demon¬ 
strates. 

This is an extremely important offering for the advanced collec¬ 
tor of Morgan Dollars to ponder, as this piece is the only one grad¬ 
ed MS-66 PL by PCGS, though that service reports 2 others in MS- 
67 (non-PL) condition. If one is looking for an impressive coin of 
this date and mint, or specializing in a Prooflike set, then this coin 
is of the utmost significance. 

PCGS Population: 1/0: this figure is for Prooflike coins only. 

PCGS# 7187. 

Ex: Cajun Collection, and so noted on the PCGS holder. 
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5563 1888-S MS-65 (PCGS). A satisfying Morgan Dollar whose surfaces 
are all but silent on the subject of grade limiting abrasions. The strike 
is certainly above average for the issue, and both the obverse and 
reverse have a swimmingly powerful envelope of frosty mint luster. 

PCGS# 7186. 



5564 1889 MS-66 (PCGS). The satiny luster of this P-mint delivered 
Morgan Dollar is exceptional, for it reveals a brilliant, bright coin 
that seems to lack a singularly important abrasion. Both sides have 
been touched by a pinkish-gray tone, subtle in its appearance, and 
tremendous its aesthetic appeal. 

PCGS# 7188. 


Tantalizing MS-63 PL 1889-CC Morgan Dollar 



5565 1889-CC MS-63 PL (NGC). The 1889-CC is by far the most scarce and desirable ol all the Carson City Mint issues, easily trumping the ‘79-CC 
and ‘93-CC both in terms of rarity in nearly every grade, and constant pursuit by collectors. Roughly half of all ‘89-CC Morgan Dollars display some 
degree of prooflike finishing, and this is no huge wonder considering the incredibly low original mintage figure, as the dies were likely highly polished 
for the majority of production. Lest one think this is a common coin with the PL designation, we should emphasize that brilliantly finished Silver 
Dollars of this issue are among the most popular with series specialists, but as auction results and price guides reveal, collectors are content with an 
example in almost any numeric designation. 

The 1889-CC is an invariably elusive issue in Mint State, due in large part to the fact that ‘89-CCs had been held back when CC-mint “silver dol¬ 
lars were being paid out from the Cash Room at the Treasury Department.” Quantities were released from storage at the San Francisco Mint, and a 
little later in Montana, in 1925 and 1926, but this dispersal of a couple of bags did little to alleviate the already high demand for examples of this 
date. The member of this elite Mint State surviving population in the present lot is a wholly satisfying and attractive piece of numismatic history. The 
surfaces are ideally smooth, with only those abrasions commensurate with the grade, especially important in light of the fact that this issue typically 
comes heavily abraded, due to long-term storage in Treasury and bank vaults. The devices are well struck throughout, with quality and intricate hair 
and plumage detail, and these same motifs have a healthy coating of mint frost. For the sake of accuracy, dashes of toning appear at somewhat irreg¬ 
ular intervals on the rim, but they have yet to work their way into the fields on either side. 

NGC Census: 39; just 5 finer in MS-64 PL. 

PCGS# 7191. 
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Lovely 1889-CC in 
MS-62 with DPL Finish 



5566 1889-CC MS-62 DPL (NGC). With an original mintage figure 
of 350,000 pieces, it is no big mystery why so many ‘89-CCs 
appear with the DPL designation, as a large proportion of these 
coins were produced from dies still in possession of mirrored and 
highly polished surfaces. While the fields of this example are 
undoubtedly prooflike, we should note a couple areas of satiny mint 
luster on either side. Faint vestiges of toning have revealed them¬ 
selves at the periphery on both sides, with this effect a bit more 
obvious on the reverse. All abrasions are slender, moderate and in 
correspondence to the numeric grade, although there is some most¬ 
ly trivial busyness in the lower-right obverse, and in the field to the 
left of the reverse eagle. 


Key Date 1889-CC 
Morgan Dollar 



5567 1889-CC MS-62 (PCGS). In 1993, Bowers wrote that examples 
of the 1889-CC Morgan Dollar in the lower MS grades “often 
appear with dull, washed out appearing surfaces,” but this is a sen¬ 
timent that surely does not apply to the representative in the pres¬ 
ent lot. Essentially untoned in presentation, the reverse offers 
tremendous luster, cartwheeling light as the piece dips into a light, 
and although the obverse frost is seemingly just a touch muted, a 
portion of this guise is likely due to the cool-gray tone that has 
descended upon that side. As with most examples of this limited 
CC-mint delivery, the details through most of the designs are well 
near fully struck, and save for a couple little bagmarks, and some 
essentially trivial business behind Liberty’s hair, this piece has 
escaped with virtually very few abrasions, none of which fail to 
comply with the assigned grade. A stricdy Uncirculated coin that 
will satisfy any series specialist in need of a high-quality piece of this 

PCGS# 7190. 
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5568 1889-CC EF-40 Details—Tooled, Whizzed (ANACS). This is 
a pewter-gray representative of the key-date, Carson City Mint 
Morgan Dollar, with a bright, silvery appearance. Both sides retain 
overall sharp definition despite light, even wear. A few abrasions are 
noted, but the main objections are a series of concentrated, wispy 
hairlines and the general recognition of this piece as a processed one, 
due to the unnatural brightness of its surfaces. Even so, this piece 
should garner considerable demand, as its status as a key date means 
collectors will sometimes reach for a piece they may view as being 
affordable. Some will be grateful for the opportunity this coin rep¬ 
resents. 

PCGS#7190. 


5570 1889-0 MS-65 PL (PCGS). Well struck for an O-mint delivered 
Morgan Dollar, this Gem displays a touch of peripheral rim tone on 
an otherwise silvery-white planchet. As befits the PL designation, the 
balance of the piece is brilliant in finish, although there are whispers 
- ^>f satiny luster here and there on both sides. Lovingly cared for since 
its creation, this piece has just 9 peers on the PCGS Population 
charts with only 1 superior, making the present coin one Morgan 
Dollar Registry Set collector. 

PCGS Population: 9; one finer in MS-66. 

PCGS# 7193. 


5569 1889-CC VF-25 (PCGS). A key to the Morgan Dollar series, the 
1889-CC comes under consistent pressure from specialists in the 
field, and the example in this lot should be no different. As Miller 
writes in his book entitled The Morgan and Peace Dollar Textbook , “it 
is probable that this date was released into circulation soon after 
being minted...[and that] problem-free VF or EF specimens are elu¬ 
sive.” Well, this is definitely a VF quality example of the issue, 
exhibiting no abrasions or blemishes that immediately demand 
attention at this numeric grade. Perhaps the most interesting aspect 
of this piece is a somewhat muted and delicate copper-orange col¬ 
oration visible only at direct light angles. Otherwise, the coin pres¬ 
ents as slate-gray toned in appearance, with evenly distributed wear 
over most detail and highpoints. 

PCGS# 7190. 


5571 1889-0 MS-65 (NGC). This is a coin so exceptionally smooth¬ 
looking, and free from surface distraction for the grade, that the 
somewhat softly impressed central detail definition is an absolute 
non-issue. Liberty has escaped the passage of time virtually 
unscathed, and the balance of the coin has been blessed with a 
healthy coating of mint frost. Although silver-white colored over the 
balance of the surface area, there are a couple threads of tone at the 
lower-left reverse. NGC has certified only 5 examples of the issue 
finer than that in the present lot. 

PCGS# 7192. 

5572 1889-S MS-64 (PCGS). Although the 1889-S has a respectably 
low original mintage figure at 700,000 pieces, it is not considered a 
rarity even in Uncirculated grades. This fact is due in large part to 
most examples having been sequestered at the San Francisco Mint, 
and when bags began to appear in the first half of the 20th century. 
Collectors immediately recognized high-grade examples of the issue 
as common, and it has been perceived as such ever since. This is a 
largely untoned 1889-S, exhibiting only a few as-struck die grease 
spots over both sides. A sharp strike is clearly discernable through 
frosty mint luster, making this a potentially great addition to any 
type set. 

PCGS# 7194. 
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5573 1889-S MS-64 (PCGS). A gorgeous Dollar that is adorned with 
crisp, frosty, cascading luster, a strong strike and light, original, 
auburn color. A few, light abrasions are present, yet these are consis¬ 
tent with the Choice grade. 

PCGS# 7194. 



5574 1890 MS-65 (PCGS). An attractive, brilliant Dollar that is 
adorned with frosty, thick, swirling luster and a sharp strike that is 
close to being full. Abrasions are minimal and shallow, residing 
mostly in the left-obverse field, while the creamy-white color of the 
coin is complemented by the presence of attractive golden toning 
that is most noticeable on the reverse peripheries. This is a piece for 
a discriminating collector, one who appreciates the combination of 
brilliance, luster and light patination this coin offers. 

PCGS# 7196. 

Ex: Jackson Hole Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 



5575 1890-CC MS-65 (PCGS). With just 8 examples of this somewhat 
common CC-mint Morgan Dollar issue graded finer at PCGS, this 
i-> a truly unusual example of the issue in terms of both technical 
grade and eye appeal. Otherwise untoned, one will observe swatch¬ 
es of very light, yellow-gold color in places, most notably on 
Liberty’s cheek. Both the obverse and reverse are smardy impressed, 
with sharp detail over the central highpoinrs. 

PCGS# 7198. 



5576 1890-CC Tail Bar. MS-64 (PCGS). A wonderful, and virtually 
untoned representative of this popular variety, and one that will 
surely please the Morgan Dollar specialist. Lustrous, well struck and 
conditionally challenging this nice, with no examples of this CC- 
mint delivered Tail Bar certified finer at PCGS. 

PCGS# 87198. 



5577 1890-CC Tail Bar. MS-63 (PCGS). A classic and hotly collected 
variety, this Choice Uncirculated example will please nearly any col¬ 
lector, for it is possessed of an almost prooflike finish, blessed with 
surfaces offering scarcely a mentionable abrasion, and displaying 
soundly struck devices and legends throughout. Essentially untoned 
in presentation, save a conglomeration of golden rim tone at K-6 on 
the reverse. 

PCGS# 87198. 
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5578 1890-0 MS-65 PL (NGC). Here is a lovely Gem, with elegant, 
satiny smooth surfaces and bright, flashy luster, which cartwheels 
around the coin. The strike is generous, which is admirable for a 
New Orleans Mint product, with full breast feathers on the eagle 
and nearly full details in the hair over the ear. The surfaces are decid¬ 
edly Prooflike, with considerable reflectivity shining through the lus¬ 
ter. A few scattered, stray bagmarks appear here and there, but none 
are deep enough to call into question the assignation of the MS-65 
grade. The abrasions are merely typical for the grade. The eye- 
appeal, however, is magnificent and alluring. It should be noted that 
NGC has certified precious few examples of this date in MS-65 PL 
condition and above, as there are only 12, with 9 others residing at 
the MS-65 DPL level. This is then, a rare coin in either PL or 
DMPL condition. 

NGC Census: 11/1. 

PCGS# 7201. 


5579 1890-S MS-65 DPL (NGC). Scarce with a PL finish, the ‘90-S is 
a significant rarity in the higher Deep Mirror Prooflike grades, and 
this is one of the most desirable representatives of the issue we have 
handled in recent memory. The overall finish presents as deeply mir¬ 
rored, but there is some contrast to the surfaces in the form of light 
mint frost over the devices. Neither side is hazy in appearance, this 
despite the presence of delicate copper-rose peripheral iridescence 
that is more extensive on the reverse. Boldly, if not sharply struck in 
all areas, with expectably few scattered abrasions for the MS-65 
numeric grade. 

NGC Census: only 5; and there are none finer with a DPL finish. The PCGS Pop 
for this issue in MS-65 DMPL is just 8/0. 

PCGS# 97203. 


5580 1891-CC MS-65 (PCGS). The 1891-CC Morgan Dollar is read¬ 
ily obtainable up to the near-Gem level of preservation, as large 
quantities of the issue were available to the public since the time of 
their mintage. Even in spite of the fact that hundreds of thousands 
- xpf the original mintage were later melted under the 1918 Pittman 
Act, lower Mint State Uncirculated coins persist in their ease of 
acquisition. At the Gem grades, however, extant examples of this 
date stop dead in their tracks, with just 1 certified finer than MS-66. 
At indirect light angles, this coin presents a trace of slightly opaque 
coloration over the central-obverse highpoints, and a dash of rim 
tone, but the balance of the piece is nearly blast white in appearance. 

PCGS# 7206. 


5581 1891-CC MS-65 (PCGS). A solidly graded Gem 1891-CC 
Morgan Dollar both sides yield just an inkling of coloration, most 
obvious on the reverse where we note a touch of pale-rose tone at 
ONE in ONE DOLLAR, and on the obverse, where one will see a 
slender thread of olive-green tint tenderly bisecting the lower-right 
obverse field. Both sides are deeply entrenched within a blanket of 
mint frost, and possessed of crisply impressed designs. 

PCGS# 7206. 
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5582 189I-S MS-66 (PCGS). A blast-white Dollar with glistening lus¬ 
ter that cartwheels around the surfaces. A few light marks are pres¬ 
ent, yet the impressive, shimmering luster more than makes up for 
their presence. The strike is needle-sharp, with intricate definition 
visible in the hair over Liberty’s ear, and on the eagle’s breast feath¬ 
ers. The overall texture is brilliant, this being an essentially white 
coin with a touch of golden color noticeable on the reverse. This is 
an important coin at this grade level, as PCGS has only certified 7 
examples in a higher grade. 

PCGS Population: 45/7. 

PCGS# 7210. 


5583 1891-S MS-66 (PCGS). The devices on both sides are intricately 
detailed, the result of a simply astounding strike. Neither side pres¬ 
ents much to report in terms of outwardly detracting abrasions, 
although we should note a trace of as-made die grease on the obverse 
for the sake of accuracy. A piece that demands the attention of the 
Registry Set collector, for PCGS has certified only 8 examples of the 
i.vsue finer, we note fine cartwheels effect, and a positively dramatic 
presentation. 

PCGS# 7210. 

Ex: Cajun, as noted on the insert. 



5584 1892-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Found in an older, green-insert PCGS 
holder, the 1892-CC Morgan Dollar is always a favorite among 
Silver Dollar enthusiasts. Bowers (1993) writes that “most Mint 
State 1892-CC dollars are in lower grades...and although the 
mintage of this issue exceeded that of the 1882-CC, 1883-CC, and 
1884-CC, it is much more elusive in Uncirculated grades.” The 
unavailability of Gem BU examples of this issue is likely due to the 
fact that the majority of the original mintage was released for gener¬ 
al commercial use near the time of their creation. Whatever the true 
cause, this is a lovely MS-65 piece, a high-grade representative of this 
conditionally challenging issue, and one that will fit a Registry Set or 
better-date type set with ease. Lustrous, minimally abraded, and 
essentially mute on the subject of toning, this bright-white and 
entirely authentic-looking representative will be a highlight for 
almost any Morgan enthusiast. 

PCGS# 7214. 
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5585 1892-CC MS-64 (NGC). An ever-popular date with collectors, 
thanks to its status as a Carson City Mint Morgan Dollar. This one 
is brilliant, with a pleasant, creamy-white color that is complement¬ 
ed nicely by a very subtle, golden patina. These are the marks of an 
original white coin, and this makes this piece even more desirable as 
a result. There are a few bagmarks evident, with a single abrasion 
transecting Liberty’s jaw. None of these are objectionable for the 
assigned grade, as this Dollar is definitely a Choice one. The luster is 
thick and frosty, while the strike is sharp. 

PCGS# 7214. 


5586 1892-CC MS-63 (PCGS). A highly lustrous, brilliant-white coin 
that has just a hint of attractive, auburn color, noticeable on the 
reverse. This better date example has a sharp strike, plenty of frosty 
luster and the randomly scattered bagmarks that are to be expected 
on a Morgan Dollar at the MS-63 grade level. Even so, this splendid 
piece will appropriately fit into any attractive set of cartwheels. 

PCGS# 7214. 


Well-Preserved PCGS AU-58 
1892-S Morgan Dollar 


5587 1892-S AU-58 (PCGS). A true condition rarity, examples of the 
1892-S Morgan Dollar issue are common in the lower-circulated 
grades, but known rarities in the higher preservation levels. Once a 
collector finds him/herself intent on obtaining an MS representa¬ 
tive, then they had better prepare to part with a considerable sum 
of money, for these fetch incredible premiums. An AU-58 coin, like 
that in the present lot, might very well offer one of the best price- 
to-value ratios in the series, for they tend to possess plenty of detail, 
quality luster and few blemishes. Indeed, this coin fits that bill quite 
nicely, for it is solidly graded in its PCGS holder, with only a faint 
bit of rub over the highpoints seemingly precluding it from nomi¬ 
nation as an MS coin. The strike is bold to sharp throughout, and 
neither the obverse nor the reverse presents a serious distraction. In 
fact, the surfaces reveal as overall very smooth-looking for the grade, 
as Liberty has endured essentially unblemished. Basically silent on 
the subject of toning, the piece has acquired a lovely, even and light 
steel-gray sheen over the bulk of the exposed surface area, and we 
feel this to be an exceptional AU survivor of this conditionally chal¬ 
lenging S-mint delivery. 

PCGS# 7218. 
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5588 1893 MS-65 (PCGS). A low mintage date, with only 378,000 
examples minted, and elusive at the Gem grade level. This piece was 
carefully selected with a discriminating eye, for its smooth surfaces 
are bereft of annoying marks and abrasions. Only a couple, faint 
ones are present, and collectors who eschew marks will love this coin. 
The strike is soft over the ear, though the rest of the design’s features 
are bold in definition. The luster is frosty, possessing considerable 
cartwheel spin, while the overall color is a satisfying brilliant-white, 
with a subtle patina of golden color evident. This combination of 
attractive luster, minimally abraded surfaces, brilliant appearance 
and originality will be difficult to surpass. In fact, PCGS has certi¬ 
fied only four examples of this date in a higher grade. 

PCGS# 7220. 

Ex: Jackson Hole Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 


5589 1893-CC MS-64 (NGC). Delivered in the final year of production 
for the CC-mint Silver Dollar, the 1893 is an issue commonly 
maligned by terrible abrasions and bagmarks, and thus the majority 
MS survivors are found in the lower Uncirculated grades. This 
piece, however, has just a few of these pesky blemishes, and those vis¬ 
ible are mostly confined to the less-important focal areas. When the 
frosted devices are contrasted with the mostly satiny obverse fields, 
one gets the impression that this coin may very well have qualified for 
prooflike designation, had the reverse been a little less heavily frosted. 
Due in large pan to its aforementioned status as the last year of issue 
from this renowned and illustrious mint, the ‘93-CC is a perennial 
favorite among the better-date and branch-mint enthusiasts. 

PCGS# 7222. 


5590 1893-CC MS-63 (PCGS). This is a piece that may attain an 
almost prooflike appearance in some collector’s imagination. The 
luster is satiny, in fact almost brilliant in sheen, the central high- 
points weakly struck, as is common for the prooflike designated 
coins of this era, and the devices and legends neatly frosted. There 
are of course the abrasions typical for the grade, but none of them 
are important or distracting enough to mention in this description. 

PCGS# 7222. 


5591 1893-CC MS-63 (PCGS). The Carson City Mint issued Morgan 
Silver Dollars in two distinct periods: 1878-1885 and 1889-1893. 
and like most of the other MS survivors of the low-mintage, final 
year of CC-mint issue, the example of the ‘93-CC in the present lot 
offers surfaces softly frosted in sheen, with some areas tending 
towards satiny luster. We note abrasions befitting the Choice 
Uncirculated designation, and just a touch of strike weakness over 
the central highpoints. An almost imperceptible thread of copper- 
russet toning has bisected the lower-third of the obverse, but the 
bulk of the coin is untoned in appearance. 

PCGS# 7222. 
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5592 1893-CC MS-62 (PCGS). Well-struck for an 1893-CC, this coin 
displays grade limiting factors mostly related to bagmarks and abra¬ 
sions, although they are certainly in-step with the assigned grade, 
and typical for the issue. Essentially untoned in appearance, there are 
freckles of milky coloration on both sides, likely the result of die 
grease, and they are mentioned solely for accuracy. While the luster 
is full and frosty on the obverse, the reverse displays almost prooflike 
fields, with any visible luster being satiny and sparse. The 1893-CC 
is a highly desirable issue in most grades, and along with the prod¬ 
ucts of its branch mint counterparts, it is a key to the series. In this 
level of preservation, it ought to fit nicely into a quality-conscious 
specialists set. 

PCGS# 7222. 



5593 1893-CC MS-62 (NGC). A gorgeous example of a better date, 
Carson City Mint issue, this one exhibits blazing luster and a dom¬ 
inant, brilliant-white texture that is accented by hints of peripheral, 
gold toning. This grants the coin a delightful appearance, one that 
demonstrates its originality, while the strike is needle-sharp, showing 
all of the details of the design, including the hair over the ear and the 
feathers on the eagles breast. Some shallow marks are present, most¬ 
ly on the obverse, and though none of these are heavy, they do 
account for the modest, assigned grade. Even so, the exemplary qual¬ 
ity of this coin is quite obvious, it is one worthy of definite consid¬ 
eration. 

PCGS# 7222. 


Quality 1893-S 
Morgan Silver Dollar 

NGC-graded AU'53 



5594 1893-S AU-53 (NGC). It is a hallmark of a great sale when a 
company has the opportunity to offer multiple 1893-S Morgan 
Dollars, as it is well known as the most elusive of the entire series, 
especially in MS grades. Although released into circulation, proba¬ 
bly near the time of its mintage, as was the case with many of its 
compatriots, this piece presents a wholly authentic appearance, with 
a crescent of original-looking charcoal-gray bag toning at the upper- 
right obverse rim. We note a small, as-made streak of die grease, 
that we mention only for the sake of accuracy, as it scarcely detracts 
from the overall eye appeal, being confined within the area of bag 
toning. Softly struck through the central highpoints, all details are 
boldly defined, and we find very little to report with respect to out¬ 
wardly distracting abrasions, save for those commensurate with the 
grade. Much of the luster has been worn away, likely through light 
friction, and can now be found only in the protected recesses that 
immediately surround the devices. An overall charming coin, espe¬ 
cially in light of the fact that this ‘93-S has seen roughly 17 points 
of business use. 

PCGS# 7226. 
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5595 1893-S EF-45 (NGC). An example of an elusive issue that will 
surely see spirited bidding at auction. Both sides are flashed by traces 
of original mint luster in the protected recesses that immediately sur¬ 
round the devices and legends, regardless of the fact that this coin 
saw limited circulation in business channels. Resulting from this 
stint in the commercial world are scattered abrasions, and moderate 
rub over the highpoints, but it seems that none of these ticks have 
fallen on the all-important primary focal points. Silver-gray in pres¬ 
entation, and sure to make a specialist collector very happy. 

PCGS# 7226. 



5596 1893-S VF-25 (PCGS). In The Morgan and Peace Dollar Textbook, 
Wayne Miller writes that the “ 1893-S is the rarest and most expen¬ 
sive regular issue Morgan Dollar in any condition.” Further quali¬ 
fiers of this statement are the lowest mintage figure for any known 
business-strike Morgan Dollar issue, and a Bowers (1993) assertion 
that “tens of thousands of Morgan Dollars [may have been] melted 
under terms of the 1918 Pittman Act.” It is almost needless to say 
• ••at, in light of these statements, nearly all examples of the issue 
come under tremendous demand from collectors, and this quality 
piece will no doubt follow this long-standing tradition. Almost 
untoned in appearance, under closer examination we note a periph¬ 
eral ring of hazy-apricot coloration, and a dove-gray hued presenta¬ 
tion at indirect light angles. There are skimpy abrasions on both 
sides, but they are compliant with a VF graded Morgan, and a gen¬ 
erally attractive one at that. 

PCGS# 7226. 



5597 1893-S VF-25 (PCGS). For collectors who desire the softly muted 
texture and coloration often seen on mid-circulated representatives 
of this series, we offer yet another VF-25 example of this elusive 
issue. Both sides of this key-date example reveal a steady, smooth¬ 
looking dove-gray tone over surfaces that are free from noteworthy 
blemishes at this level of preservation, although we do feel compelled 
to notate a small tick above AT in STATES. The devices and legends 
remain in bold outline, with plenty of substantial detail remaining 
among Liberty's hair and the reverse eagle's plumage. A lovely coin 
for the budget-conscious collector. 

PCGS# 7226. 



5598 1894 MS-64 (PCGS). Popular among better-date type collectors 
and specialists alike, the 1894 boasts the second-smallest original 
mintage figure for the series at just 110,000 pieces. Aside from the 
limited initial production, the ‘94-P also has the second-lowest sur¬ 
viving population in Mint State grades, trailing only the 1901, and 
as such, this example will surely attract heavy bidding come auction 
day. A bold strike, excellent luster and minimally abraded surfaces at 
this preservation level all speak to a coin of most excellent propor¬ 
tions, and while the bulk of the coin is un toned, there is a small dash 
of coloration at 6 o’clock on the obverse, and at the corresponding 
location on the reverse. 

PCGS# 7228. 
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9 1894 MS-64 (PCGS). Many BU examples of this scarce issue have 
numerous and unsightly abrasions, perhaps more so than one might 
expect from simple jostling around in mint-sewn bags of Morgan 
Silver Dollars. Bowers (1993) quotes an interesting passage from the 
December 1894 issue of The Numismatist in which the original 
author opines upon the use of “a cogwheel, the teeth of which resem¬ 
ble those of a circular saw,” to count the Dollars then in storage at 
the Philadelphia Mint at the rate of 2,000 pieces per hour. It is 
unlikely that this near-Gem was counted in that fashion, as there are 
limited numbers of abrasions at this preservation level, none of 
which seem to have been inflicted by such a numismatically terrify¬ 
ing machine. Ubiquitous and frosty luster can be found on both 
sides of this example, embracing dulcimer tones of orange and apri¬ 
cot iridescence. Highly desirable in all grades, this MS coin is sure to 
make one buyer very happy come auction day. 

PCGS# 7228. 



30 1894 MS-63 (PCGS). 1894 Morgan Dollars almost always com¬ 
mand a premium at auction, and this coin will be no exception. As 
a Choice Uncirculated representative of the issue, we find a few 
blemishes over the balance of the piece, more prevalent on the 
obverse, where we also observe a shallow abrasion just before the 
portrait. The reverse is certainly at or near Gem quality, for it is basi¬ 
cally free from distraction, while we note just a touch of strike weak¬ 
ness over the central highpoints. The 1894 P-mint delivered Silver 
Dollar has the lowest original mintage figure for any of the 
Philadelphia products, and is also the rarest of all P-mint Dollars in 
terms of extant Mint State population as well. Therefore, consider 
this coin for inclusion within a better-date, MS type set, for it is 
surely worthy of such a home. 

PCGS# 7228. 



5601 1894 MS-63 (NGC). Like the 1892, 1897 and 1899 P-mint deliv¬ 
eries of Morgans, very few of the ‘94 circulation strikes were released 
for public use at the time of their mintage. Collectors were instead 
forced to content themselves with proof specimens of the date, but 
Bowers (1992) claims that in the beginning in the latter half of the 
20th century, a few bags were released from bank vaults. From this 
point forward, the price rose astronomically, while there never have 
been enough examples to satisfy the enduring collector appetite. 
With a purview to these comments, the present coin is an all-around 
pleasure to behold. The strike is quite strong, most certainly above 
average for the issue, while the surfaces show a capriciously frosted, 
albeit untoned, sheen. Lest one think we were describing a Gem BU 
example, we should note the abrasions distributed over both the 
obverse and reverse, of which the most important is a sizeable but 
shallow tick on Liberty’s cheek. 

PCGS# 7228. 



5602 1894 AU-55 (NGC). Desirable as a key date in a grade collectors 
will appreciate, this Dollar exhibits smooth, silver-gray surfaces that 
retain considerable luster. There are no distracting abrasions present, 
just some honest, light wear and signs of a coin that entered circula¬ 
tion for a brief time. The quality of this piece is decidedly Choice in 
every respect, and the amount of remaining detail is commendable. 
This one is sure to garner plenty of attention from appreciative col¬ 
lectors looking to fill this slot in their set with a high-end, Almost 
Uncirculated example. 

PCGS# 7228. 
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5603 1894-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Of the three issues for 1894, the O-mint 
Morgan Dollar is by far the most difficult to locate in Mint State 
condition. The reasons for this scarcity are multi-fold, but most 
importantly, the ‘94-0 is like so many of the other New Orleans 
Mint Dollar products in that it was seemingly produced to a lower 
standard than its other branch mint compatriots. Although the pres¬ 
ent example is not a pure Gem. it certainly has more eye appeal than 
the typical MS-64 survivor. Housed in a green-insert variant PCGS 
holder, the surfaces of this piece display an expectable number of 
abrasions at this level of preservation, while the strike is likely just a 
touch above average, exhibiting a dash of weakness at the high- 
points. The most alluring aspect of this coin, however, is the swirling 
and frosty mint luster that shimmers as the coin rotates under a 
lamp. The coin is mostly untoned, but at indirect light angles, a ten¬ 
der swath of light-olive toned iridescence dances into view. With just 
9 examples certified finer by PCGS, a near-Gem may be the best 
most Registry Set collectors will ever be able to acquire, and as just 
such an Uncirculated piece, this lot will undoubtedly inspire spirit¬ 
ed bidding on the auction floor. 

PCGS# 7230. 


5604 1894-S MS-65 (ANACS). The detail-oriented observer will see a 
touch of strike weakness at the central-obverse highpoint of this 94- 
S Morgan Dollar, but will otherwise be pleased with the general 
presentation of the coin. Some as-made die grease remains above the 
Liberty’s cap, but both sides are delightfully dressed in a frosty coat¬ 
ing of mint luster, and a feint orange-lilac rim tone which deepens a 
bit at 6 o’clock on the reverse. 

PCGS# 7232. 



5605 1894-S MS-64 (PCGS). The satiny luster dressing both sides of 
this San Francisco Mint product wanes a bit to areas of brilliance 
here and there, yielding a semi-prooflike presentation. Solidly struck 
for the issue, there are a few streaks of as-made die grease visible at 
indirect light angles on the reverse. 

PCGS# 7232. 


5606 1894-S MS-63 (PCGS). This 1894-S is a typical Mint State sur¬ 
vivor of the issue, with a solid strike, quality luster and mostly triv¬ 
ial bagmarks on both sides. The only noteworthy accumulation of 
abrasions can be found just above the motto on the reverse, but all 
distractions are commensurate with the assigned grade. Untoned 
and almost silver-gray in appearance, this coin will likely fit well into 
a date set of Morgan Dollars. Housed in an older green-insert vari¬ 
ant PCGS holder. 

Tiny as-struck die polish lines can be observed on the reverse, a mint-made feature 

commonly found on the 1894-S. 

PCGS# 7232. 

5607 1894-S MS-62 (PCGS). Possessing flashy, frosty luster that retains 
plenty of dazzle and spin around the surfaces, this modesdy graded 
example is an attractive one. Though there are noticeable abrasions, 
these are shallow and commensurate with the MS-62 grade. The 
strike is soft over the ear, and the careful observer will note the pres¬ 
ence of die polishing lines that are typical of this issue. The exem¬ 
plary luster is accentuated by a light, golden patina that resides most¬ 
ly on the obverse peripheries. 

PCGS# 7232. 
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5610 1896 MS-66 (NGC). A peripheral ring of golden-yellow rim tone 
encircles the reverse, while the obverse offers a variegated sheen of 
azure-blue, golden-yellow and leaf-green iridescence. Sharply struck, 
as is common for the issue, and free of all but the most positively 
inane of blemishes. 

PCGS# 7240. 


5611 1896-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Neither side of this New Orleans mint 
delivered Morgan Dollar reveals an abrasion that fails to stricdy 
comply with the Choice Uncirculated numeric designation, a grade 
awarded long ago, as evidenced by the green-insert variant PCGS 
holder. Blessed with a bold strike throughout, the impression wanes 
a bit toward the central highpoints, but this scarcely detracts from 
the eye appeal of such a lustrous, original-looking Morgan Dollar. 

PCGS# 7242. 


5612 1896-0 MS-62 (NGC). A well-made example of this plentiful O- 
mint delivery, representatives of this date and mint are abundant in 
virtually all grades up to the MS levels of preservation. Here, we find 
a massive drop in availability, and while still obtainable, 
Uncirculated ’96-Os often require parting with a small premium. 
This example is boldly struck, with plentiful mint frost. Hints of 
golden-orange toning have begun to wind in from the edges, fram¬ 
ing this piece in a lovely iridescent hue. 

PCGS# 7242. 

5613 1897 MS-66 (PCGS). Although the 1897 P-mint Morgan Dollar 
is plentiful into the MS-66 grade, the PCGS Population reports a 
mere 15 graded finer, making this example among the finest a budg¬ 
et-minded collector will be able to afford, as Superb Gem pieces fall 
almost exclusively into the domain of the high-end enthusiast. 
Regardless of this fact, those with an eye for quality should look 
closely at this coin, as it is a well-struck and frosty example of the 
issue, with only the barest minimum of distractions. 

PCGS# 7246. 

5614 1897 MS-66 (PCGS). Fully frosty and lustrous, we note only 
whispers of faint yellow-gold toning. A recipient of a blistering 
strike, as obvious in the intricate hair and plumage detail on either 
side. 

PCGS# 7246. 


5608 1895-0 AU-58 (PCGS). The 1895-0 is often maligned by collec¬ 
tors for its generally unattractive appearance, an aesthetic blight that 
Bowers (1993) mainly attributes to shoddy workmanship. Of the 
450,000 pieces originally coined, the author later estimates that just 
100,000 examples actually entered circulation, the rest stored and later 
melted down. While this coin does have a few more bagmarks than 
one might hope, the luster is prevalent and frosty, gendy enveloping 
both sides. The strike, while not complete, is certainly above average 
for the issue, with all motifs and legends boldly oudined. 

PCGS# 7236. 


Outstanding Gem 
1895-S Morgan Dollar 


5609 1895-S MS-65 (NGC). All collectors of this series know the 
paucity of true Gem representatives of the 1895-S Morgan Dollar 
in today’s market. Q. David Bowers spoke to this fact in 1993 when 
he wrote that “MS-65 or finer specimens are truly rare, and I esti¬ 
mate that only about 50 to 100 remain.” If one chooses to look at 
the NGC Census, one will observe the simple fact that NGC has 
certified only 12 Gem BU Morgan Dollars from this delivery, with 
3 in the MS-66 grade, and thus we tend to concur with Bowers’s 
sentiments, as will most other collectors in need of a piece of this 
issue. 

Although not designated as such, this coin certainly has a near¬ 
ly prooflike visual effect that will likely increase its value on the auc¬ 
tion floor. Speckled with somewhat mottled champagne-pink col¬ 
oration on both sides, and revealing very few abrasions, and solid 
for the grade. 

PCGS# 7238. 
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Low-Pop Gem 1897-0 Dollar 

Impressive PCGS MS-65 


5615 1897-0 MS-65 (PCGS). What an extraordinary coin. The frosty luster retains its full mint bloom, cascading and spinning around the surfaces, 
while the strike is essentially full, with an impressive level of detail noticeable in the important areas over Liberty’s ear and on the eagles breast. Luster 
and strike are always important considerations for numismatists to notice, but these are even more important for New Orleans Mint Silver Dollars, 
which are notorious for having weak strikes. Bowers (Morgan Silver Dollars: A Complete History and Price Guide, 2004) reveals the typical 1897-0 
Dollar has dull and lifeless luster and is poorly struck. Therefore, the present example is vastly superior to most seen, hence its deserving status as a 
Gem grade coin. In addition to its outstanding luster and strike, the surfaces are remarkably well-cared-for, as there are only a few, small bagmarks 
present. Though one of them resides on Liberty’s chin, her cheek, jaw and face are astonishingly bereft of abrasions, showing-off the historic design 
in smooth-featured fashion. The fields are likewise smooth-textured, with no annoying disturbances noticeable. This means the critical area in front 
of Liberty’s face is clear of marks, which is another enviable characteristic of a marvelous coin. The overall color is a blazing, creamy-white, with just 
a hint of golden patina present. 

The PC GS Population Report reveals this piece to be among the finest known for this issue, as only 6 have been certified by that service in MS- 
65 condition, with 5 others in MS-66 grade and 2 more in MS-67. With only a mere handful of Gem coins available, this beautiful example is sure 
to command an astounding level of attention. It is an extraordinary Dollar of superlative quality, a true centerpiece that will grace the cabinet of the 
fastidious Morgan Dollar collector. 

PCGS Population: 6/7. 

PCGS# 7248. 


5616 1897-0 MS-61 (ANACS). As is the case for most 1897-0 
Dollars, this piece displays somewhat indifferent luster, and a weak 
strike that we regard as average for the issue. Hints of orange colored 
rim tone appear on both sides, but this visual feature is weak indeed. 
We also note a plainly visible carbon spot located near the lower- 
reverse rim. 

PCGS# 7248. 

5617 1897-S MS-65 DPL (NGC). The deeply mirrored fields of this 
DPL Gem ‘97-S Morgan Dollar yield to satiny luster here and there, 
while boldly struck devices glower in well-detailed glory. Mosdy 
mute on the topic of toning, this silver-white looking piece presents 
an occasional seasoning of slightly hazy tint. We note some faint, as- 
made die polish lines, more noticeable in the protected recesses of 
the reverse, typical for a prooflike representative of the issue. 

PCGS# 97251. 

5618 1897-S MS-65 (PCGS). The surfaces of this 1897-S Gem Morgan 
are basically mute on the subject of outward blemishes at this grade 
level, and we are hard-pressed to locate toning or coloration, save for 
a couple specks under S in PLUR1BUS. 

PCGS# 7250. 


5619 1898 MS-66 (PCGS), A quality Gem found in an older PCGS 
holder, and a well-struck example of the series, as are most 1898-P 
Dollars. The surfaces are lustrous and essentially free of coloration, 
and it is difficult to locate even the faintest of distractions in this 
grade. 

PCGS# 7252. 

5620 1898 MS-66 (PCGS). Save for a swatch rose-gray tone at the 
upper-left reverse, both sides of this coin present as essentially 
untoned. Boldly impressed throughout, as is typical for the date, 
without a singularly noteworthy blemish at this preservation level. 

PCGS# 7252. 
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5621 1898-0 MS-67 PL (NGC). A gorgeous Morgan Dollar, with an 
attractive layer of golden patina and satiny, fully reflective surfaces 
that are worthy of the Prooflike designation. The luster possesses 
considerable sparkle and flash, cascading around the coin in a most 
impressive manner. The strike is sharp and is very nearly full, with 
all the breast feathers of the eagle visible, and just a tad bit of defi¬ 
nition missing in the hair over the ear. Only a couple, very light con¬ 
tact marks are visible. This is a remarkable Dollar of exceptional aes¬ 
thetic beauty. 

NGC Census: 2/0; this figure is only for PL designated coins. 

PCGS# 7255. 

5622 1898-S MS-64 (PCGS). A touch softly struck, as evidenced by the 
hair detail above Liberty’s ear, this near-Gem has satiny and abun¬ 
dant luster. While there is a modicum of abrasions, none are indi¬ 
vidually noteworthy at this level of preservation. 

PCGS# 7256. 


5623 1899 MS-66 (PCGS). A dazzling, brilliant-white Dollar with scin¬ 
tillating luster and a strong strike. Only a couple, shallow abrasions 
reside on the surfaces, which is what one would expect of a coin at 
this grade level, as none of these are distracting. This is a significant 
coin in MS-66 grade, as there are only 15 examples graded higher by 
PCGS, all in MS-67 condition. This is an important note for 
Registry Set owners, who realize that higher-graded examples may 
not be offered for some time. 

PCGS# 7258. 

Ex: Jackson Hole Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 

5624 1899 MS-65 (PCGS). Found in an older, light-yellow insert 
PCGS holder, both sides are possessed of frosty mint luster, and a 
slightly creamy, somewhat opaque authentic-looking coloration. 
Neither the obverse nor reverse of this Gem presents as inordinately 
abraded, and the general aesthetic effect is quite nice. 

PCGS# 7258. 


5625 1899-0 MS-65 PL (PCGS). This Gem PL 1899-0 Morgan 
Dollar presents as largely untoned, although there are a couple car¬ 
bon spots that deserve attention, one below the bust, and another 
before the face. Nevertheless, the 1899-0 is a perennial favorite 
among Morgan Dollar specialists, and with the DPL finish, brilliant 
sheen and sharp strike, this coin surely ranks among the best at the 
MS-65 level of preservation. 

PCGS# 7261. 



5626 1899-S MS-65 (PCGS). In higher Mint State grades, the 1899-S 
compares with the 1898-S in terms of scarcity, with most survivors 
falling somewhere in the Choice to near-Gem Uncirculated range. 
As a BU Gem, this S-mint Morgan Dollar will surely find a com¬ 
fortable home in a high-end date or type set. The surface texture is 
delicately frosted in sheen, and the reverse reveals a faint hue of gold¬ 
en coloration towards the borders. We are unable to find notewor¬ 
thy grade-limiting abrasions for the designation, but the strike may 
be just a touch weak in the central obverse detail. 

PCGS# 7262. 

5627 1899-S MS-64 (PCGS). An obviously well-struck example of the 
issue, this coin possesses a quality satin luster, and largely untoned 
surfaces, although we should note a few areas of darker coloration on 
the obverse. A quality near-Gem for the type or date collector 
housed in an older PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 7262. 

5628 1900 MS-66 (PCGS). Boldly if not sharply struck throughout, the 
luster is satiny but plentiful. An appealing coin with a few areas of 
coloration on the obverse and reverse, all abrasions are minute and 
in accordance with the designated grade. Found in an older PCGS 
holder, this coin will be a definite find for the Morgan Dollar spe¬ 
cialist, as examples of this issue become prohibitively rare at the 
Superb Gem level of preservation, with PCGS certifying just 17 in 
MS-67. 

PCGS# 7264. 
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5629 1900-O/CC MS-65 (PCGS). 1900-O/CC overmintmark Morgan 
Dollar is a perennial favorite among specialists in the field, and this 
coin will surely attract attention at lot viewing. It has gained a slight¬ 
ly mottled tone of pale-olive color over the central devices, and nei¬ 
ther side presents individually important and/or sizeable blemishes 
for the Gem designation. 

PCGS# 7268. 

5630 1900-O/CC MS-64 (PCGS). Housed in an older PCGS holder 
with a light-green insert, neither side of this near-Gem Morgan 
Dollar presents a single mentionable distraction at this grade. 
Crisply impressed devices demand the viewers attention, and the 
overmintmark is clear even to the unaided eye. Slivers of pale-gold¬ 
en coloration have crept in from the rim on the reverse, but the bal¬ 
ance of the piece represents as basically free from toning. 

PCGS# 7268. 

5631 1900-0 MS-66 (PCGS). Likely due to an original mintage figure 
of approximately 12.5 million pieces, the 1900-0 is found with a 
wide discrepancy in strike quality. The present example exhibits a 
sharp strike, and is essentially untoned, although we do note a small 
area of patination on the lower portion of Liberty’s cap, just above 
the hair. The luster is frosty, and it billows as the coin rotates under 
a lamp. Overall, this is a technically appealing example of the issue. 

PCGS# 7266. 

5632 1900-0 MS-66 (NGC). Nearly ideal for the connoisseur of origi¬ 
nal-looking tinting, the target-toned reverse offers concentric rings 
of twilight-yellow, cobalt-hluc and champagne-pink colors, while 
the obverse offers these same hues, but in a more subtle presentation. 
Lustrous and frosty in this Gem designation, and a brilliant fit for a 
toned collection of Morgan Dollars. 

PCGS# 7266. 



5633 1900-S MS-66 (PCGS). The impressive luster cascades and 
dances around the surfaces, which are that of a definite Gem. The 
strike is generous, though a bit soft over the ear, while bagmarks are 
minimal and light. The overall texture of this coin is a gratifying bril¬ 
liant-white, which is an attribute that collectors of brilliant coins will 
greatly cherish. It should be noted that there are only two examples 
of a Dollar of this date and mint graded higher by PCGS, both at 
the MS-67 grade level. 

PCGS# 7270. 

Ex: Jackson Hole Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 



5634 1900-S MS-65 (PCGS). There are a few streaky areas of toning on 
the reverse, and some obverse patches of hazy-coral tint on and 
around Liberty’s portrait. The strike is likely in the “average” range 
for the issue, and the luster is satiny. This Gem will certainly attract 
attention from the high-quality type collector. 

There are some rollermarks (as made) on both sides of this Morgan Dollar. 

PCGS# 7270. 

5635 1900-S MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty, this 1900-S Dollar 
presents an almost blast-white colored appearance. There is a small 
rim nick at 12 o’clock on the reverse, likely the limiting factor in the 
near-Gem designation, as there are very few noteworthy blemishes 
on either side. 

PCGS# 7270. 
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Rare and Appealing 
1901 Morgan Dollar 

PCGS-graded a Challenging MS-63 


5636 1901 MS-63 (PCGS). The ‘01 P-mint product is the rarest in 
Mint State of all business strike Morgan Dollars. Reasons for this 
conditional rarity are not explicitly clear, especially in light of the 
relatively high original mintage figure at 6.9 million pieces. Authors 
such as Bowers (1993) speculate that “many were placed into circu¬ 
lation” at the time of issue, and also that those stored after the time 
of mintage were “melted under the Pittman Act of 1918,” and per¬ 
haps much of this mintage was sold to England to finance a coun¬ 
try in the throes of WWI. Those coins that somehow did not cir¬ 
culate, and later found their way into collectors hands, often exhib¬ 
ited notoriously poor luster and weak striking detail. Thus, the 
1901 is a conditionally challenging issue, with MS-63 being the 
highest grade one can reasonably expect to encounter without an 
inordinate wait. Much of the surface area has developed a somewhat 
delicate and milky coloration, with a dusky peripheral ring of twi¬ 
light-orange coloration. There are of course abrasions over both 
sides of the coin, but they are indeed faint and of insignificant con¬ 
sequence. 

PCGS# 7272. 



5637 1901 MS-61 (NGC). An important coin at the Mint State level, 
because Choice and Gem representatives are prohibitive in terms of 
rarity and value. This example displays abundant, swirling luster, a 
desirable, brilliant-white appearance and a good strike. Contact 
— .marks are not numerous, though one of note resides on the left-side 
of the eagles breast, though at the MS-61 grade level, this does not 
appear to be objectionable. Some light abrasions are evident on 
Liberty’s cheek and jaw, though this is also commensurate with the 
modest, assigned grade. The appearance of an attractive, Mint State 
example of this date is cause for excitement for many collectors, and 
the bidding on this lovely, highly lustrous piece should be quite spir¬ 
ited. 

PCGS# 7272. 


5638 1901-S MS-65 (PCGS). As with many examples of the ‘01 S-mint 
delivered Morgan Dollar, this piece shows the signs of a powerful 
strike, for it is well detailed through the central highpoints on both 
sides. Virtually mute on the subject of distracting outward abrasions, 
one will observe a slender touch of golden rim tone on both the 
obverse and reverse. This lustrous Gem is one for the truly discern¬ 
ing type collector who is looking to add a top-quality Silver Dollar 
to his/her holdings. 

PCGS# 7276. 

Ex: Bermuda , as noted on the insert. 

5639 1902 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant white in presentation, with virtu¬ 
ally no trace of toning. Both sides are lustrous and well struck, 
although the reverse displays a touch of central weakness. 

PCGS# 7278. 
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5640 1902-0 MS-67 (NGC). Tops on the NGC Census, only 14 other 
examples of the issue have been graded at the Superb Gem level of 
preservation, making this is a coin for the Registry Set or high-end, 
better-date type collector. Wreathed with a shimmering peripheral 
ring of golden-yellow coloration, both sides are averagely struck 
through the central details, but possessed of simply phenomenal and 
frosty mint bloom. Conditionally rare and meriting a strong bid 
from all interested followers. 

NGC Census: 14/0. 

PCGS# 7280. 

5641 1902-0 MS-66 (PCGS). A brilliant, lustrous Dollar whose frosty 
surfaces are adorned with a light, golden-tan patina that attests to 
the originality of the coin. This is a difficult issue to find in fully 
struck condition, yet this piece exhibits a bold strike, though its 
details are not quite full. Only a couple, light abrasions are apparent, 
and the overall impression of this coin is remarkable. 

PCGS# 7280 

Ex: Jackson Hole Collection, as noted on the PCGS holder. 



5642 1902-S MS-65 (PCGS). Even for a Gem 1902-S Morgan Dollar, 
a close observer would be challenged to locate an abrasion of singu¬ 
lar importance. Whispers of faint peripheral rim tone are beginning 
to edge in from the rims of this fantastic piece, but the balance of the 
coin remains essentially blast-white. Flocked with frosty luster and 
crisply impressed. 

PCGS# 7282. 



5643 1903 MS-67 (NGC). Presenting a bit of strike weakness over the 
central-obverse periphery, there is no weakness to report in the 
absolutely wonderful golden-orange sheen of toning that has beset 
both sides of this Superb Gem P-mint Morgan Dollar. The most 
astounding aspect of this coin, however, is the nearly complete 
absence of blemish or distraction, as even under magnification we 
fail to discern a single tick that merits description, and only the most 
paltry of abrasions over the central focal points. Look at this coin at 
lot viewing, remember this description, and then prepare a solid bid. 

PCGS# 7284. 



5644 1903-S MS-64 (PCGS). The 03-S has the lowest original mintage 
figure for the decade, at just over 1.2 million pieces struck, but curi¬ 
ously enough, most of the MS examples of the issue fall into the 
Choice to Gem Uncirculated range. Why then does the BU 1903 
San Francisco Mint product consistendy attract such high bids at 
auction? The main factor in this seemingly aberrant issue, according 
to Bowers (1993), is that “most [are] well struck, lustrous and quite 
beautiful...[and that] there are not enough coins to satisfy the 
demand.” This offering is surely a fine example of these sentiments, 
and the luster is fulsome and frosty, the strike bold if not quite com¬ 
plete and the surfaces essentially free from major distractions at this 
grade level. 

PCGS# 7288. 
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5645 1904-S MS-65 (PCGS). This is a gorgeous example of a key date 
Morgan Dollar in Gem condition. This strike on this coin is well 
above average for an issue that is known for having a weak strike. 
There is some typical faintness in the eagle’s breast feathers and in 
the hair over Liberty’s ear, yet the amount of evident detail is exem¬ 
plary for a 1904-S Dollar. Mint State representatives of this issue are 
elusive to find, so one cannot normally afford to be too choosy, as 
the pool of available pieces is rather small. Fortunately, this coin is a 
superior one, as its frosty luster and blazing white appearance are 
quite desirable. The above average strike and minimally abraded sur¬ 
faces are additional pluses. It is obvious that this coin was carefully 
selected by a discerning numismatist, and the new owner of this 
superb piece will reap the benefit of that selectivity. 

Note that PCGS has certified only 12 examples of 1904-S Dollar 
in a higher grade than this one. 

PCGS# 7294. 

5646 1921-D MS-65 (PCGS). Largely free from distracting abrasion, 
this Morgan Dollar possesses a mottled sheen of cobalt-blue and 
charcoal-gray toning over both sides. Softly frosted in presentation, 
every bit the Gem, and possibly headed for inclusion in a toned set 
of Silver Dollars. 

PCGS# 7298. 



5647 1921 Peace. High Relief. MS-65 (NGC). A very faint sheen of 
golden-yellow and champagne-pink iridescence has appeared on the 
obverse of this first-year Peace Dollar. Every bit the Gem, both sides 
are well struck for the issue, and save for a few scattered abrasions, 
all of which are strictly commensurate with the grade, we are unable 
to report a singularly mentionable blemish. 

PCGS# 7356. 


5648 1922-D MS-66 (PCGS). The 1922-D Peace Dollar is an issue 
common in all but the highest of Uncirculated grades. At the MS- 
66 and Superb Gem levels, however, examples of the date and mint 
become very difficult locate, a fact not lost on specialists in the series. 
We offer in this lot a solidly graded Gem which, although in posses¬ 
sion of some scattered as-made die grease, reveals little in terms of 
grade-limiting distractions. The strike is crisp, the surfaces smooth¬ 
looking, and both sides are coated with a healthy facade of mint lus¬ 
ter. 

PCGS# 7358. 

5649 1922-S MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid piece with sparkling luster 
and a brilliant-white appearance. The strike is full, with the flowing 
hair of Liberty demonstrating every curl and strand. A few abrasions 
are present, these being light and shallow. Overall, this is a very 
attractive Choice MS-64 Peace Dollar. 

PCGS# 7359. 

5650 Lot of (2) Peace Dollars. Both are graded and encapsulated by 
PCGS, as follows: 1923 MS-64, lustrous with streaky, russet toning; 
and a 1925 MS-64, lustrous and well-struck, with a golden patina. 

5651 1923-D MS-64 (PCGS). A lustrous piece that is generally bril¬ 
liant, though a layer of tan-golden patina covers the surfaces, which 
are a bit hazy. Several contact marks are noticeable on the eagle’s 
shoulder, though there are only a few others on the rest of the coin. 
The strike is sharp and the overall appeal of this Choice Dollar is a 
pleasant. 

PCGS# 7361. 

5652 1924 MS-65 (PCGS). An attractive Gem Dollar with a light gold¬ 
en patina and creamy-white color that is accented by abundant, 
frosty luster. The strike is strong and abrasions are few. It is housed 
in an older PCGS holder with a yellow-green label. 

PCGS# 7363. 



5653 1924-S MS-64 (PCGS). Well frosted and solidly struck, neither 
obverse nor reverse offers much to report in terms of singularly dis¬ 
tracting blemishes. Basically mute on the subject of toning, save for 
some dappled olive-green color here and there. 

PCGS# 7364. 

5654 1925-S MS-64 (PCGS). Similar to the 1928-S, the 1925 San 
Francisco Mint product takes a tremendous leap in price from MS- 
64 to MS-65, and thus a near-Gem piece is likely the best that col¬ 
lectors of more modest means will ever be able to afford. As an MS- 
64 coin, this is a pleasing example, with what appears an above aver¬ 
age strike, but perhaps too many minor abrasions to qualify for the 
full Gem status. 

PCGS# 7366. 
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5655 1925-S MS-64 (PCGS). Presenting as slightly murky at indirect 
light angles, as this piece rotates under a lamp the toning erupts in 
pastel shades of orange-apricot and deep-magenta. Shimmering with 
mint frost and boldly struck throughout the major obverse and 
reverse deigns. 

PCGS# 7366. 


5656 1926 MS-66 (PCGS). Dominated by a greenish-gold toned sheen, 
this well-struck example of the 1926 P-mint Silver Dollar delivery 
boasts strong and frosty luster. Had it not been for very small tick 
above the fist cipher of the date, this coin may very well have 
attained an even higher numeric grade. 

PCGS# 7367. 

5657 1926 MS-65 (PCGS). A bright, luminous Gem with sparkling, 
glistening luster and a strong strike. A few abrasions are present, with 
a noticeable one resting on the border between Liberty’s cheek and 
hair curls. Some light, golden color is present on the obverse, though 
the exhilarating luster is the most apparent trait of this desirable 
Peace Dollar. 

PCGS# 7367. 

5658 1926-S MS-64 (PCGS). A highly lustrous piece that is generally 
brilliant-white, with speckles and dapples of orange-russet toning 
evident in the central areas on both sides. The strike is sharp and 
abrasions seem rather light for the assigned grade. This date becomes 
much more challenging to locate at the Gem grade level, so this 
Choice piece is a desirable one indeed. 

PCGS# 7369. 

5659 1927 MS-64 (PCGS). Flashy luster envelopes both sides of this 
handsome coin, with only a few, rather light abrasions present. The 
overall texture is brilliant, as this is essentially a white coin with a 
subtle, hazy patina of golden-tan color visible throughout. The strike 
is sharp and the luster is quite frosty. 

PCGS# 7370. 



5660 1928 MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid example that sports abundant, 
frosty luster that cartwheels around the surfaces, which are mini¬ 
mally marked. The strike is crisp and the overall color is a satisfying, 
brilliant-white, with just a hint of gold color evident on the reverse. 

PCGS# 7373. 

5661 1928 MS-64 (NGC). A bit of dappled light-gray and golden col¬ 
oration has enveloped both sides of this near-Gem, key-date exam¬ 
ple. Coveted by Peace Dollar specialists, and worthy of a premium 
bid as such. 

PCGS# 7373. 

5662 1928 MS-63 (PCGS). A key date in all grades, this select example 
is sure to attract attention from avid collectors. The strike is sharp 
and is nearly full, with most of Liberty’s hair curls visible and dis¬ 
tinct. A layer of golden-russet patina lays on both sides, with soft, 
frosty luster underlying the original color. Some contact marks are 
visible on the portrait, with shallower ones on the eagle. These are 
not distracting for the MS-63 grade, and this coin should be a wel¬ 
come addition to a collectible set of Peace Dollars. 

PCGS# 7373. 

5663 1934 MS-64 (PCGS). A gorgeous coin that is graced by the pres¬ 
ence of attractive, golden color, with light splashes of auburn toning 
evident on the obverse. The strike is bold, the surfaces are highly lus¬ 
trous and the few, scattered abrasions are well within the parameters 
of the Choice grade. The eagle on the reverse is remarkably free from 
contact. 

PCGS# 7375. 


5664 1934-S MS-63 (NGC). The 1934-S in Mint State is a key to the 
Peace Dollar series, and thus this Choice Uncirculated example of 
the issue is a perfect opportunity for the advanced collector to 
acquire just such a rarity. A very faint milky-olive coloration has 
intermingled so deeply with the frost)' mint luster as to be almost 
indistinguishable from each other, and while all distractions are in 
strict accordance with the designated grade, they were likely the fac¬ 
tors that limited this coin from the attainment of an even higher 
numeric designation. 

PCGS# 7377. 
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5665 1934-S MS-62 (PCGS). The ATS Peace Dollar is known as a 
numismatic rarity in MS grades, but this was not always the case. 
Bowers (1993) writes that there was a time “in the early 1940s when 
the 1925 Philadelphia dollar, for example, was priced higher, con¬ 
sidered to be rarer, and was in greater demand.” This issue usually 
comes adequately struck, with a minimal number of bagmarks, and 
appealing luster. While the former and latter sentiments apply to the 
present example, the likely culprits for the still admirable MS-62 
grade are a few wispy abrasions found uniformly over both sides. 
These are undoubtedly commensurate with the grade, and the only 
distraction of note is a minor tick in the eagles plumage. 

PCGS# 7377. 


5666 1972-S Eisenhower Dollar—Close Overlap-Double Struck 
Collar—MS-67 (PCGS). Double struck perhaps 2% off center to 
K-3, the doubling on this Silver Clad Eisenhower Dollar presents 
itself as as a second outline before and behind the portrait, at the let¬ 
ters of LIBERTY and at the circumference of the rim. Fully lustrous 
and frosty, this Superb Gem presents brilliant eye appeal, and an 
opportunity to obtain a fairly rare mint error for the issue. One will 
observe an as-made planchet void below the L in LIBERTY, but oth¬ 
erwise very little to distract the eye. 

PCGS# E7411. 


Trade Dollars 


5667 1874 Proof-63 (PCGS). Both sides of this proof Trade Dollar 
. present a burnt-sienna colored presentation that deepens to a rich 
mahogany tone, although we note a swirl of slightly mottled col¬ 
oration before Liberty’s knees. Sharply and evenly impressed, the few 
slender abrasions present on this piece are rendered virtually invisi¬ 
ble by this previously mentioned toning, and some as-made die pol¬ 
ish lines traversing both sides. 

PCGS# 7054. 


5668 1874-S MS-64 (NGC). As this 1874-S Trade Dollar dips into a 
light, we denote shades of russet-orange and gunmetal-gray, and a 
bit of haziness in the left-hand obverse field on this otherwise olive 
toned near-Gem. The solid satiny-to-frosty luster is steady and uni¬ 
form over both sides, although some golden tinting here and there, 
most apparent around the device, makes it appear to wane a bit, 
although this is likely a trick of the eye. Touched by bold strike, the 
left wing of the reverse eagle shows some weakness along with the 
remaining highpoints, but this is hardly noticeable on such a quali¬ 
ty representative of the issue. 

PCGS# 7036. 
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5669 1882 Proof-65 (NGC). Excluding of course the controversial 
1884 and 1885 proof issues, the Philadelphia Mint failed to deliver 
a single business-strike Trade Dollar for the six-year period stretch¬ 
ing from 1878 through 1883. This example was produced as part of 
the fifth-year original-mintage figure of 1,097 pieces, but unlike 
many other perpetually ill-manufactured coins of this date, it is well 
struck with famously demarcated detail throughout. The surfaces on 
both sides have acquired a lovely orange-gold colored sheen, inter¬ 
spersed with an electric-blue tint. Mirrored fields reveal none but the 
most trivial of distractions, fully living up to its Gem status. 

PCGS# 7062. 


Commemorative Silver Coins 


Wonderfully Toned 
1900 Lafayette Dollar 



5670 1900 Lafayette Silver Dollar. MS-66 (PCGS). The condition¬ 
ally challenging Lafayette Silver Dollar is seldom offered with sur¬ 
faces that are as smooth as those of the present Gem. More often 
than not, survivors of this 36,026-piece delivery are noticeably 
abraded over and around Washington’s cheek in the center of the 
obverse. What’s more, the reverse is also easily marked, as its design 
is quite open with extensive field area. The example in this lot, how¬ 
ever, is remarkably smooth with hardly any abrasions to report. 
Those handling marks that are present, moreover, are small, easily 
overlooked and well within the context of the assigned grade. 
Lustrous, frosty surfaces are splashed with mottled olive, medium- 
copper and cobalt-blue toning that speaks volumes about this coin’s 
originality’. Easily among the finest Lafayette Dollars extant, this 
coin would make an important addition to a high-grade 
Commemorative set. 

PCGS# 9222. 
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5671 1900 Lafayette Silver Dollar. MS-64 (PCGS). As a lightly toned 
near-Gem representative of the always popular Lafayette Dollar, we 
feel compelled to praise this piece for its overall well-preserved pres¬ 
entation, for although one will discern the occasional abrasion, this 
coin is bold in definition, lustrous throughout, and well struck. Save 
for a couple variegated dots of color, one near the reverse rim at K- 
2, and another on the portrait’s neck, we find no singularly men- 
tionable distraction. 

PCGS# 9222. 


5672 1900 Lafayette Silver Dollar. MS-63 (NGC). An example of the 
Lafayette Dollar unique for its mottled coloration, this piece reveals 
a sheen of purplish-blue, golden-apricot, electric-azure tone over 
both sides. There is an unusual diagonal band of color bisecting the 
reverse that should be examined by interested parties, but this repre¬ 
sentative offers exceptional luster as a counter-weight. 

PCGS# 9222. 



5673 1921 Alabama Centennial. 2x2. MS-65 (PCGS). The obverse 
of this Gem has been touched by azure tones of original coloration, 
most obviously at the 12 and 6 o’clock. In the fields both before and 
behind the portrait, one will observe delicate lilac and apricot gold 

—iridescence, while the reverse remains silent on the subject. Heavily 
frosted in sheen, with excellent cartwheel effect, and blemishes that 
do little more than help define the numeric designation. 

PCGS# 9225. 

5674 1937 Antietam. MS-66 (NGC). One of the perennially popular 
Civil War issues, this Antietam Commemorative exhibits lustrous 
surfaces under smooth orange toning. Free of any distracting marks, 
this is an attractive Gem quality example. 

PCGS# 9229. 

5675 1935-S Arkansas Centennial. MS-66 (NGC). Original-looking 
coloration has beset the rims on both sides of this Gem in hues of 
coral-gold and reddish-yellow. Imparted with crisply raised devices 
and legends, neither side speaks to a distraction or blemish that fails 
to comply with the strict numeric grade, although there is, of course, 
the occasional abrasion. 

PCGS# 9235. 

5676 1936 Arkansas Centennial. MS-66 (PCGS). While the obverse 
of this Gem Arkansas Centennial Commemorative is possessed of a 
steady-gray sheen, the reverse comes alive with a softly-textured 
golden-yellow coloration, which intermingles so delicately with the 
intense and satiny luster as to appear almost inseparable. With 
scarcely a blemish of singular importance in sight, we find virtually 
nothing to distract the eye. 

PCGS# 9237. 

5677 1936-D Arkansas Centennial. MS-66 (PCGS). Shimmering 
and dulcimer tones of deep-orange and purplish-magenta have gath¬ 
ered at the edges of this satiny and lustrous Arkansas 
Commemorative Half Dollar, an effect obviously more pronounced 
on the reverse than obverse. Free from all but the most trivial of 
blemishes at the Gem level of preservation, we find neither trivial 
strike weakness nor irksome abrasion to detract from the exception¬ 
al eye appeal. 

PCGS# 9238. 

5678 1936-D Arkansas Centennial. MS-66 (PCGS). While there 
may be a scattered abrasions visible under the closest of scrutiny, 
none of them detract from the world-class eye appeal present on this 
Gem. Essentially bereft of strike weakness, only the faintest whispers 
of toning dance around the obverse periphery of this otherwise sil¬ 
ver-gray colored piece. 

PCGS# 9238. 
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5679 1937 Arkansas Centennial PDS Set. MS-66 (NGC). All are 
identically graded as solid-Gems, and each fully warrants such lofty 
grade assignment. The trio are otherwise silver-gray examples that 
show some evidence of rim toning, all are boldly struck, and each is 
viuually bereft of grade limiting distractions. The S-mint example 
displays a touch more copper-russet iridescence than the others. 
Housed in consecutively numbered NGC holders: 1951346-009; 
1951346-010; and 1951346-011. (Total: 3 coins) 

5680 1938 Arkansas Centennial PDS Set. MS-65, MS-65, MS-64 
(NGC). All examples display satiny mint luster and bold-to-sharp 
striking detail. The P-mint coin offers peripheral olive-copper 
obverse toning, the D-mint piece is brilliant and the S-mint exam¬ 
ple reveals mottled pale-apricot tones. Housed in consecutively 
numbered NGC holders, 1968027-006, 1968027-007, and 
1968027-008. (Total: 3 coins) 

5681 1938-D Arkansas Centennial. MS-66 (PCGS). This Arkansas 
Commem will undoubtedly be a highlight in many a type collection, 
for it is possessed of attractive and mostly distraction-free surfaces 
for the grade. Bawdy rim tone has begun to creep in from the 
periphery, and there are variegated swirls of slightly opaque col¬ 
oration over both sides. 

PCGS# 9246. 


5682 1925-S California Diamond Jubilee. MS-65 (NGC). A swath of 
obverse rainbow toning immediately catches the eye, demonstrating 
gold, orange and blue colors. The reverse is more subdued, being 
predominantly orange and plum in color. The ample luster is frosty, 
and the overall eye appeal of this coin is obvious. A few light marks 
exist on the obverse, while the reverse bear is nearly mark free, a 
remarkable trait for such a large central device. An outstanding coin 
that is worthy of strong consideration. 

PCGS# 9281. 


5683 1951 -S Carver-Washington. MS-67 (NGC). Awash with a dom¬ 
inant spectrum of color, from reddish-gold, to ice-blue, to aqua¬ 
marine and lilac-azure, this incredible piece is one for the toning 
enthusiast, but also so spectacularly preserved as to be a find for the 
Registry Set collector as well. Tops on the NGC Census, both sides 
are enveloped by a healthy blanket of mint frost, and as such a 
miraculous and authentic-looking piece, it is worthy of serious con¬ 
sideration from a host of possible bidders. 

PCGS# 9432. 

5684 1936-S Cincinnati. MS-64 (NGC). A Choice example of an issue 
that becomes increasingly difficult to locate when attractive, this 
coin exhibits frosty luster under moderate golden coloration. Both 
sides possess a desirable spin to the original mint luster, while the 
abrasions are minimal for the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 9285. 


5685 1936 Cleveland. MS-67 (NGC). Mated to this mostly silver-gray 
appearing obverse, which is accented by a swatch of purple and 
orange tint, is a reverse boasting a sheen of cardinal-orange irides¬ 
cence. Exceptionally well preserved since its day of inception, we are 
hardly able to locate distraction or abrasion worthy of mention on 
this Superb Gem. 

PCGS# 9288. 


Page 130 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 





The October 2006 Las Vegas Auction 


5686 1936 Cleveland. MS-65 (PCGS). Frosty and lustrous, with a few 
streaks of charcoal-gray toning on the reverse. With few visible, 
much less mentionable, abrasions readily apparent, this is a solidly 
graded Gem. 

PCGS# 9288. 

5687 1936 Columbia, South Carolina PDS Set. MS-65 (PCGS). As 

Gems each example is essentially free of major blemishes, and dis¬ 
playing rich mint luster. All coins show some degree of tab toning, 
but this feature is not as dramatic as on other examples of the issue 
to have passed through our hands. Perfect for the Commem collec¬ 
tor who demands the highest quality in his/her collection. Housed 
in PCGS holders with the following cert numbers: 10041334, 
10041326 and 10041327 respectively. (Total: 3 coins) 

5688 1936 Columbia, South Carolina PDS Set. MS-65 (PCGS). All 
are identically graded as solid Gems, they are fully deserving of such 
designations. The pieces are possessed of full mint bloom, and none 
have mentionable abrasions at this level of preservation. The P-mint 
issue shows some coruscate-magenta tab toning, while the S-mint 
reveals a sheen of light-orange color, and the surfaces of the D-mint 
issue are divided between mottled hues of magenta and apricot-gold. 
Housed in consecutively numbered PCGS holders 10041331, 
10041332 and 10041333 respectively. (Total: 3 coins) 

5689 1893 Columbian Exposition. MS-65 (NGC). A very nice 1893 
Columbian Exposition Half Dollar, and seemingly well-graded at 
the MS-65 level of preservation. Neither side reveals much irides¬ 
cence, although there is just a slender dot of rim tone at 7 o’clock on 
the reverse. We are unable to find distracting abrasions and/or size¬ 
able blemishes meriting distinction on this pure Gem of a 
Commemorative. 

PCGS# 9297. 


5690 1928 Hawaiian Sesquicentennial. MS-63 (NGC). A bright, lus¬ 
trous example of the 1928 Hawaiian Sequicentennial Half Dollar. 
Neither obverse nor reverse offers a singularly mentionable distrac¬ 
tion at this level of preservation, and save for a bit of strike weakness 
at 6:30 in the obverse legend, the majority of devices are crisply 
impressed. Otherwise silver-white in coloration, there is a very faint 
golden-yellow obverse peripheral rim tone that serves to enhance the 
already exceptional eye appeal. 

PCGS# 9309. 

5691 1924 Huguenot-Walloon Tercentenary. MS-66 (PCGS). A 
solid Gem for the Commemorative Half Dollar collector, this lus¬ 
trous example betrays a slender dot of brilliance at 11 o’clock on the 
reverse, but is otherwise free from distractions at this grade level. 
Save for a subde peripheral ring of golden toning, this piece is gen¬ 
erally free from coloration, and in possession of a high degree of eye 
appeal. 

PCGS# 9314. 


5692 1924 Huguenot-Walloon Tercentenary. MS-64 (PCGS). This 
is an attractively original-looking near-Gem, both sides displaying 
mottled highlights of apricot and magenta iridescence. Lovely by 
almost any standard, the luster is full and satiny-to-frosty in texture, 
with generally smooth surfaces silent on blemishes and ticks for an 
MS-64 piece. 

PCGS# 9314. 


5693 1918 Lincoln-Illinois Centennial. MS-67 (PCGS). Intensely 
lustrous and undeniably beautiful at the Superb Gem level of preser¬ 
vation, this Lincoln Commemorative divulges hints of apricot, elec¬ 
tric-blue and deep-purple rim tone. Essentially free from abrasion in 
this numeric grade, PCGS has certified just 1 example of the issue 
finer. 

PCGS# 9320. 


5694 1918 Lincoln-Illinois Centennial. MS-67 (PCGS). Save for a 
dash of golden central tone flashing at the obverse, the balance of 
this Lincoln Commemorative is dove-gray tinted in presentation. A 
Superb Gem in every respect, neither side presents inordinately size¬ 
able abrasions, nor do we find evidence of strike weakness or indif¬ 
ferent luster. PCGS has certified just one example of this issue finer 
than this piece, assuring the Registry Set collector, or the high-end 
enthusiast, of the preeminence of this piece for many years to come. 

PCGS# 9320. 

5695 1946 Iowa Centennial. MS-67 (NGC). Touches of light coppery 
toning adorn the peripheries, this coin demonstrates creamy-white 
mint luster with only the faintest of abrasions being noticeable under 
magnification. A Superb Gem example of this popular issue, an orig¬ 
inal coin with outstanding eye appeal. 

PCGS# 9316. 
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5696 1925 Lexington-Concord Sesquicentennial and Custom-made 
Storage Box. Uncirculated Detail PVC Damage (Uncertified). 
Both sides present rather unusual coloring, a mostly coppery-red 
tone, peeped with silver-gray highlights, probably from improper 
storage within its custom pine box. This holder is an unusual item, 
probably made specifically for the issue, as it has images of the 
Concord Minuteman and the Old Belfry on either side, the same 
motifs found on the commemorative coin itself. 

PCGS# 9318. 



5697 1936 Long Island Tercentenary. MS-67 (NGC). Satiny luster 
streams over both sides of this lightly toned Superb Gem. These col¬ 
ors edge in from the rims in lavender, ice-blue and magenta hues, 
dotting the visual landscape of both sides. Neither side presents 
much to report in terms of visual distractions, save for the occasion¬ 
al abrasion. Examples of this issue are challenging to find this nice, 
with NGC certifying a mere 2 finer, although 7 of the Superb Gems 
have the ★ designation. 

PCGS# 9322. 



5698 1920 Maine Centennial. MS-67 (NGC). It is nothing short of 
extraordinary when a 1920 Main Commemorative Half Dollar 
appears at the Superb Gem level of preservation, and indeed this 
coin is conditionally rare this nice. Among elite company at NGC, 
orange-red tone blooms over both sides, and the obverse appears 
with an iridescent-blue peripheral rim tint. As this coin rotates under 
a lamp, the satiny mint luster preens and shimmers in its superior 
confidence, promoting itself into the realm of the Registry Set col¬ 
lector. 

NGC Census: 18; with none finer, although one of these Superb Gems does indeed 

have the ★ designation. 

PCGS# 9326. 

5699 1934 Maryland Tercentenary. MS-65 (PCGS). 25,014 
Maryland Tercentenary Commemorative pieces were coined to cele¬ 
brate the founding of the Maryland Colony, and this is a quality rep¬ 
resentative of the issue. Under close examination, this coin offers 
only glimmers of reverse toning, while the obverse is essentially silent 
on the subject of such coloration. 

PCGS# 9328. 


5700 1934 Maryland Tercentenary. MS-65 (PCGS). There are only 
splashes of a rich magenta toning at the left-obverse rim, while the 
remainder of the coin presents an original-looking silver-gray 
appearance. Bountiful mint luster can be observed on both sides as 
the piece rotates under a lamp, and the general aesthetic effect is one 
of great appeal. 

PCGS# 9328. 



5701 1921 Missouri Centennial. MS-64 (PCGS). Glistening with 
frosty luster and a delicate, light-gold patina, this marvelous exam¬ 
ple of a key issue of the classic Commemorative Series is a lovely one. 
The strike is very bold, and while Missouri Commems are typically 
plagued by blemishes and abrasions on the central devices, the pres¬ 
ent coin has been carefully preserved, as these detractions have been 
kept to a minimum. There are a few, small abrasions present, yet 
these are hardly distracting. The luster is frosty and the eye-appeal is 
definitely a plus. 

PCGS# 9330. 



5702 1923-S Monroe Doctrine Centennial. MS-66 (NGC). 
Lustrous, softly frosted surfaces shimmer from rim-to-rim in the vir¬ 
tual absence of discernible abrasions. Both sides are attractively 
toned in soft golden-silver iridescence that yields to deeper copper- 
apricot and powder-blue colors at the rims. The latter shades are 
mostly confined to the reverse, but all areas are equally free of out¬ 
wardly noticeable distractions. An important condition rarity among 
silver Commems, the ‘23-S Monroe Doctrine Half is relatively 
scarce at or above the MS-65 grade level. 

PCGS# 9333. 
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5703 1923-S Monroe Doctrine Centennial. MS-65 (NGC). This 
1923-S Monroe Commemorative is a pure Gem, offering little to 
speak of in terms of outwardly distinguishable distractions, as it is 
fully lustrous and frosty, with nary a visible area of strike weakness 
to report. Both sides are mostly hoary-gray in color, but have 
acquired a golden-yellow tone throughout. 

PCGS# 9333. 

5704 1938 New Rochelle. MS-66 (PCGS). The mint bloom on this 
solidly graded New Rochelle Commemorative Half Dollar fades a 
bit to a more satiny texture around the obverse and reverse devices, 
creating an aura-like effect. Trimmed by a wreath of vibrant-orange 
rim tone, and essentially bereft of irksome distractions. 

PCGS# 9335. 

5705 1936 Norfolk Bicentennial. MS-66 (NGC). Lovingly repro¬ 
duced, this solid Gem Norfolk Commemorative presents an excep¬ 
tional surface texture, free from all but the most positively inane of 
abrasions. Virtually untoned in presentation, with devices and leg¬ 
ends crystal clear in definition. 

PCGS# 9337. 

5706 1933-D Oregon Trail Memorial. MS-67 (NGC). An appealing 
and original-looking example, both sides of this Superb Gem have 
been dressed in a satiny-silver colored sheen, and highlighted by iri¬ 
descent tones of greenish-yellow, orange-gold and copper-red hues. 
Examples of this commemorative are difficult to find so well pre¬ 
served, and in fact NGC has certified just 2 representatives of the 
date and mint finer. 

NGC Census: 20, 2 with ★ designation; just 2 finer. 

PCGS# 9343. 

5707 1934-D Oregon Trail Memorial. MS-64 (PCGS). An exempla¬ 
ry piece, with desirable gold and russet color that attests to the orig¬ 
inality of the coin. Sparkling luster accompanies the toning, and 
there are only a few, shallow abrasions, while the strike is very strong. 

PCGS# 9344. 

5708 1938 Oregon Trail Memorial PDS Set. MS-67 (NGC). A fan¬ 
tastic PDS set of 1938 Oregon Silver Commemoratives, all graded 
MS-67 by NGC. The P-mint issue possesses a delicate golden-yel¬ 
low sheen on both sides, the D-mint coin is essentially untoned and 
blast-white, and the S-mint piece has been beset by coppery-russet 
coloration edging in from the peripheries, an effect more apparent 
on the reverse than obverse. All are lustrous and well struck repre¬ 
sentatives, and the set will be a welcome addition to virtually any 
collection. Housed in the following respectively numbered NGC 
holders: 2034672-005; 448058-017; and 190373-008. (Total: 3 
coins) 



5709 1920 Pilgrim Tercentenary. MS-67 (PCGS). Without a single 
example of this delivery graded finer at PCGS, the example in the 
present lot will incite the Registry Set collector to feverish bidding, 
for not only is it technically satisfying, but aesthetically pleasing as 

—\ 5 yell. Speckled copper-orange toning covers both sides, intermingled 
with as-made die polish lines. Flashy luster has beset both the 
obverse and reverse, and we locate little distraction worthy of report. 

PCGS# 9359. 

5710 1936 Rhode Island Tercentenary. MS-67 (NGC). The 1936 
Providence, Rhode Island, Tercentenary Commemorative was 
coined in excess of 20,000 pieces, and celebrates the 300th anniver¬ 
sary of Roger Williams’s founding of Providence. Only one piece has 
been graded beyond the MS-67 coin in the present lot, and this is a 
coin fully deserving of such a lofty designation. Peripheral rings of 
light-tp-dark copper-russet coloration grace both sides of this 
tremendous example, and there are few if any outwardly mention- 
able blemishes. 

PCGS# 9363. 

5711 1937 Roanoke. MS-67 (PCGS). Mottled shades of blue-gray and 
apricot-gold toning appear on both sides of this piece, a coin solidly 
graded as a Superb Gem. Essentially bereft of singularly important 
blemishes, both the obverse and reverse are possessed of a satiny 
sheen of mint luster. 

PCGS# 9367. 

5712 1936 Robinson Arkansas Centennial. MS-66 (PCGS). 
Powerfully toned in its presentation, and exceptionally frosty in its 
mint bloom, this Gem Commemorative is seemingly earmarked for 
the high-grade type collector or series specialist. Bereft of all but the 
most inane of distractions, the most interesting aesthetic detail is this 
coin’s bold coloration, dominating in its orange-to-reddish-gold 
toned scheme. 

PCGS# 9369. 

5713 1936 Robinson Arkansas Centennial. MS-66 (PCGS). Found 
in an older pale-green insert PCGS holder, neither side of this 
Arkansas Centennial-Robinson Half Dollar offers much in terms of 
noteworthy toning, save for a splash of rim color at the lower-left 
obverse, nor in the aspect of consequential abrasion. Lustrous and 
sharply struck, this will please all but the most finicky of Silver 
Commemorative collectors. 

PCGS# 9369. 
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5714 1925 Stone Mountain Memorial. MS-67 (PCGS). At MS-67, 
PCGS has certified just 6 examples of the issue finer than this 
authentic-looking Superb Gem. Satiny luster graces both sides of 
this piece, while a shimmering array of iridescence has enveloped the 
obverse and reverse. Rich maroon tone can be found at 6 o’clock on 
the obverse, while a faint dusting of orange-apricot coloration bless¬ 
es the balance of that same side. A comparable orange-red color cov¬ 
ers the upper-third of the reverse, fading to a more intense sheen as 
the eye moves left to right. 

PCGS# 9378. 

5715 1936 Texas Centennial. MS-67 (NGC). A golden-yellow periph¬ 
ery of coloration encircles lovely silver-gray centers. With nary a dis¬ 
tracting abrasion or blemish in sight, we are pleased to recommend 
this piece to even the most astute of collectors. 

PCGS# 9386. 


5716 1925 Fort Vancouver Centennial. MS-67 (NGC). Coined in 
commemoration of the Fort Vancouver construction, this condi¬ 
tionally scarce example of a 14,994 piece delivery presents as close to 
perfect for the grade as any other we’ve seen in some time. Possessed 
of a frosty sheen of mint luster, speckles of magenta and olive-gold 
color freckle the otherwise mottled and dappled mauve and golden- 
yellow iridescence. 

PCGS# 9399. 



5717 1925 Fort Vancouver Centennial. MS-66 (NGC). Edging in 
from the obverse periphery, one will observe a golden-apricot col¬ 
oration, a tone which has managed to insinuate itself onto a greater 
portion of the reverse. We are unable to find an abrasion meriting 
report on this otherwise satiny Gem, although necessity compels our 
mention of some very faint as-made die polish lines crossing the 
obverse, although they do not detract from the overall eye appeal, 
and are visible only under magnification. 

PCGS# 9399. 



5718 1948-D Booker T. Washington. MS-67 (PCGS). The obverse 
and reverse of this Superb Gem are alight in brilliant iridescence, as 
a rosy-orange color is wreathed with a purplish-hued peripheral halo. 
Conditionally scarce this nice, this is one of those rare coins that, if 
it were not for the toning, would otherwise be solely within the 
domain of the Registry Set collector, or high-grade Commemorative 
enthusiast. But all who encounter this coin will be struck by the daz¬ 
zling array of toning, and we are sure that even the general numis¬ 
matic public will feel at least a bit of compulsion to enter a bid on I 
this lot come auction day. 

PCGS Population: 3/0. 

PCGS# 9413. 

5719 1936 Wisconsin. MS-67 (PCGS). Adorned by a golden-orange 
iridescence that yields in places to a rich-magenta tone, the satiny 
sheen that has beset both sides of this piece reveals scarcely a detract¬ 
ing abrasion for the Superb Gem numeric designation. 

PCGS# 9447. 

5720 1936 Wisconsin. MS-67 (NGC). The grayish-white centers yield 
to exponentially deepening tones of greenish-gold color as the eye 
moves toward the periphery on both sides. Save for a variegated swirl 
of color just above the mound of lead, neither side presents singu¬ 
larly important and/or noteworthy distractions. 

PCGS# 9447. 
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21 1936 York County, Maine Tercentenary. MS-68 ★ (NGC). 
The rush any collector will feel when examining the richly toned 
reverse of this York Half Dollar will not likely be surpassed by anoth¬ 
er example of this issue for some time to come. While the obverse 
possesses a wonderful tab-toned spectrum of dusky-orange and iris- 
maroon color in its own right, the reverse is simply tremendous. A 
sheen of blood-orange, burnt-sienna, and mahogany-brown hues 
have settled so deeply within the surface texture of this piece as to be 
inseparable from the frosty mint luster. We are unable to find a 
blemish that merits individual distinction in this description, so sub¬ 
lime is the overall presentation. 

NGC Census: Only 6 of this issue grade MS-68 coins with the ★ designation. 

PCGS# 9449. 

Commemorative Gold Coins 


722 1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition Gold Dollar. Jefferson 
Portrait. MS-64 (PCGS). A bright, blazing example with frosty 
luster and a luminous, yellow-gold texture. A few blemishes are 
noted here and there, more prevalent on the reverse. The strike is 
bold and surface abrasions are minimal. The desirability of this 
piece, in Choice condition is quite high. 

PCGS# 7443. 



5723 1903 Louisiana Purchase Exposition Gold Dollar. McKinley 
Portrait. MS-64 (PCGS). An attractive piece with bold, orange- 
gold color and bright, frosty luster. The strike is sharp and the sur¬ 
faces are remarkably well-preserved, as there are only a couple light 
blemishes evident. This is a very impressive example of the design 
and type, one of only 17,500 coins originally produced. A remark¬ 
able coin. 

PCGS# 7444. 


5724 1905 Lewis and Clark Gold Dollar. MS-64 (PCGS). Both the 
1904 and the 1905 Lewis and Clark Exposition Commemorative 
gold issues are scarce, as they were born from relatively low original 
mintages of approximately 10,000 pieces each. Here’s an appealing 
representative of the final year of issue, the surfaces awash with 
satiny-to-frosty mint luster, and a rich orange-gold overall col¬ 
oration. Just a few wispy blemishes away from full Gem status, and 
worthy of serious consideration as such. 

PCGS# 7448. 
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5725 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition Gold Dollar. MS-66 
(PCGS). Swirling satiny luster embraces both sides of this Gem 
Panama-Pacific Commemorative gold piece as it dips into a light. 
Greenish-to-rose gold in appearance, neither obverse nor reverse 
speak to any other aesthetic effect than that of tremendous original¬ 
ity. The strike is nearly complete and expectably sharp and this level 
of preservation, and excepting the occasional wispy abrasion, both 
sides are essentially mute on the subject. Designed by Charles Keck 
in commemoration of the opening of the Panama Canal, the obverse 
motif features a representative portrait of a Panama Canal laborer, 
while the two dolphins portrayed on the reverse, reminiscent of 
those found on both sides of the Pan-Pac octagonal, surely symbol¬ 
ize the sea life found in nearby waters. 

PCGS# 7449. 



5726 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition Gold Dollar. MS-64 
(PCGS). A gorgeous coin that displays a warm, honev-gold texture 
and bright, frosty luster. The strike is generous and only a few, very 
I’^ht abrasions are noticeable. A Choice piece in every way, this high- 
quality piece is a delight to behold. 

PCGS# 7449. 


5727 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition Gold Dollar. MS-64 
(PCGS). A splendid example that possesses bright, frosty luster and 
a gratifying orange-gold color. Issued to celebrate the opening of the 
Panama Canal, this Commemorative Gold Dollar is one of 25,000 
coins produced, of which only 15,000 examples were sold, with the 
remainder having been melted (see Garret and Guth, “Encyclopedia 
of U.S. Gold Coins 1795-1933”, 2006). This piece appears to be 
quite nice for the assigned grade, as blemishes are difficult to detect, 
though inspection with a glass reveals a few to be present on the cap 
of the worker on the obverse. Overall, this is a coin with remarkable 
eye-appeal, a wonderful design and an impressive level of quality 
that is sure to delight its new owner. 

PCGS# 7449. 



5728 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition Gold Dollar. MS-64 
(PCGS). Adorned with bright, flashy luster and luminous, yellow- 
gold color, this handsome example glows and emanates with vivid 
beauty and charm. Only a couple of wispy abrasions are present, and 
these are not really noticeable without a glass. All of the design fea¬ 
tures are well-struck and there are no distractions. Without a doubt, 
this is a high-quality piece with immense eye-appeal. 

PCGS# 7449. 
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5729 1916 McKinley Gold Dollar. MS-66 (PCGS). Dominated by a 
medium-orange colored sheen, a close examination will reveal high¬ 
lights of rose and greenish gold tone. Exceptional with regard to lus¬ 
ter, it billows and preens as it dips into a light, and save for the occa¬ 
sional tick, no blemish stands out as being of singular importance. A 
tremendous example of this always popular commemorative, and 
one that will likely find a place in a premier collection. 

PCGS# 7454. 


5730 1916 McKinley Gold Dollar. MS-64 (NGC). An attractive rep¬ 
resentative of the design, one that possesses flashy luster and bright 
surfaces that exhibit only modest blemishes of any kind. The strike 
on the hair is a bit soft, accounting for the Choice grade, yet the 
appeal of this coin is generated by its ample brilliance, which imme¬ 
diately catches one’s eye. 

PCGS# 7454. 


5731 1922 Grant Gold Dollar. Star. MS-66 (PCGS). A delightful 
Gem to behold, both sides retain full mint bloom with a smooth, 
satiny sheen. Otherwise dominant orange-gold color yields to lighter 
rose-gold shades over much of the obverse. With no notable distrac¬ 
tions and an older, green-colored insert in the PCGS holder, this 
attractive Commem is worthy of careful bidder consideration. 

PCGS# 7459. 


5732 1922 Grant Gold Dollar. Star. MS-65 (PCGS). A beautiful 
example, with satiny-smooth surfaces and an overall texture that 
exhibits a bright, golden color throughout. The devices are well 
struck, while the surfaces are that of a definite Gem, with only a cou- 
— .pie, faint blemishes evident. This is the With Star variety, with an 
incuse star in the right-obverse field. This variety was minted earlier 
in the year than the issue without the star, and it is the more avail¬ 
able of the two, though only 5,000 pieces of both varieties were orig¬ 
inally produced. An ever popular issue, this unquestionable Gem 
will draw considerable attention from enthusiastic bidders. 

PCGS# 7459. 


5733 1926 Sesquicentennial of American Independence Quarter 
Eagle. MS-65 (NGC). Intended to commemorate the 150th 
Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, this 
Quarter Eagle is a remarkable example. These coins become more 
elusive at the Gem MS-65 level, where they are a recognized condi¬ 
tion scarcity of the series. This lovely example is an eye-catching one, 
with sparkling, frosty luster that possesses considerable spin on both 
sides. Blemishes are rather minimal, consisting mainly of a couple, 
tiny abrasions in the open fields on the obverse. The strike is bold, 
while the color exhibits a rich, velvety, orange-gold shade. This coin 
possesses remarkable appeal and will be an envious acquisition for a 
high-end set of Gold Commemoratives. 

PCGS# 7466. 
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5734 1926 Sesquicentennial of American Independence Quarter 
Eagle. MS-65 (NGC). Conditionally scarce at this level of preser 
vation, Sesquicentennial Two-and-a-Halves rarely appear beyond the 
near-Gem level of preservation. But as a solidly graded MS-65, this 
example is easily among the most aesthetically pleasing representa¬ 
tives of the issue. Beaming with frosty mint luster that blooms with 
astounding cartwheel effect, we are unable to observe even the most 
paltry of grade limiting abrasions on either side. The color is a warm, 
light-to-medium-orange gold color, with the occasional speck of var¬ 
iegated tone appearing here and there. Worthy of a solid bid, and 
inclusion within the finest of collections. 

PCGS# 7466. 



5735 1926 Sesquicentennial of American Independence Quarter 
Eagle. MS-64 (PCGS). A delightful piece characterized by ffostv, 
swirling luster and a bright, yellow-gold texture. A couple, light 
abrasions are present, yet these do not detract from the impressive 
brilliance of the coin. The strike is sharp and the luster is absolutely 
glistening. 

PCGS# 7466. 



5736 1926 Sesquicentennial of American Independence Quarter 
Eagle. MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid coin with bold, frosty luster, 
minimal abrasions and attractive, bright, yellow-gold color. The fea¬ 
tures are well-struck and the brilliance of the piece is nothing short 
of impressive. Desirable at the Choice grade level, as Gems are elu¬ 
sive. 

PCGS# 7466. 



5737 1926 Sesquicentennial of American Independence Quarter 
Eagle. MS-64 (NGC). Lovingly preserved since its inception, this 
Sesquicentennial of American Independence commemorative gold 
Dollar is otherwise orange-gold colored in presentation, with a vault 
of rose-gold tone throughout. Richly frosted, and worthy of a strong 
bid. 

PCGS# 7466. 
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5740 1858 Pattern Cent. Judd-202, Pollock-245. Rarity-5. Proof- 
66 (NGC). Copper-Nickel Planchet. Plain Edge. On the obverse, 
the small or so-called “skinny” flying eagle. UNITED STATES 
above device, date 1858 below. On the reverse, a laurel wreath with 
ONE CENT in the center, and a ribbon at the bottom. The obverse 
portrays the eagle differently than dies used to strike any regular 
issue Flying Eagle Cent, but the reverse design was implemented for 
the business strike Indian Cent of 1859. Presenting solid RB colored 
appearance, this proof Gem has all the qualities collectors have come 
to expect at this level of preservation. Very few handling marks, lit- 
tle-to-no strike weakness, and fully reflective fields flecked by the 
occasional speck of variegated color. 

NGC Census: 2/0. 

PCGS# 11867. 


5741 1864 Pattern Dime. Judd-381. Pollock-449. Rarity-7. Proof- 
66 RB (NGC). Copper. Reeded edge. These dies were used to 
strike the regular issue 1864 Dimes, and in fact Judd believes they 
were restrikes rather than trial pieces. Whatever the case, this is a rat¬ 
ified Seated Dime, presenting fantastically toned surfaces, with vio¬ 
let-purple devices over mottled red-and-brown-toned fields. Neither 
side reveals much in terms of distracting blemishes or abrasions, and 
the overall appeal verges on phenomenal. 

NGC Census: 1/0 with this color designation. 

PCGS# 70552. 


Pattern Coins 


18 1838 Pattern Half Dollar Restrike. Judd-72. Pollock-75. 
Rarity-5. Proof-63 (PCGS). Silver. Reeded Edge. On the 
obverse, a draped bust of Liberty facing left with 13 stars around, 
wearing a diadem and a ribbon inscribed LIBERTY. The date 1838 
is found below. The reverse portrays an eagle with an olive branch in 
its right talon and four arrows in its left claw. The legend UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA is above, with the denomination HALF 
DOLLAR written out below. Unable to determine whether this was 
an original or restrike based on the presence or absence of die rust, 
we have determined this piece to be a restrike based on its weight, 
which is significantly lighter than the 206 grains cited for the Rarity- 
7 originals. While the surfaces underlying a somewhat mottled and 
streaked silver-gray coloration have retained their fully reflective sur¬ 
face finish, much of this effect is obscured by the aforementioned 
toning. Generally free from mentionable abrasions or handling 
marks in this Choice grade, we are pleased to offer a rare pattern for 
the numismatically refined palate. 

PCGS Population: 11; with 9 finer. 

PCGS# 11282. 


39 1854 Pattern Large Cent. Judd-160. Pollock-187. Rarity-4. 
Proof-66 BN (NGC). Copper. Plain Edge. On the obverse, a por¬ 
trait of Liberty faces left with the date 1854 below, a design similar 
to the regular issues of the era, save for the absence of stars, and a 
slightly smaller diameter. The reverse portrays the denomination 
ONE CENT within a laurel wreath, surrounded by the legend 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, again comparable to the regu¬ 
lar issue, but with a smaller wreath and smaller lettering. Both sides 
present a smooth, steady brown color, with a highlight of gunmetal- 
blue tone over both sides. Glossy in overall presentation, with none 
but the most innocuous of handling marks on either the obverse or 
reverse. 

PCGS# 11659. 
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5742 1864 Pattern Quarter Dollar. Judd-384. Pollock-452. Rarity- 
7. Proof-63 (PCGS). The obverse of this pattern issue was also 
used to coin the 1864 regular-issue Quarter Dollars, and the obverse 
portrays Liberty right, but head turned left, holding a shield 
inscribed LIBERTY with her right hand, and in her left the pole and 
cap. The reverse, designed by Anthony Paquet, portrays an eagle 
with outstretched wings with a shield on its breast, holding an olive 
sprig and three long, slender arrows in its claws. The legend UNIT¬ 
ED STATES OF AMERICA appears above, and QUARTER DOL¬ 
LAR rests below. The pinkish-gray color present at the centers on 
both sides intensifies to a somewhat mottled peripheral ring of elec¬ 
tric-blue tone as the piece dips into a light. A Choice coin, smooth¬ 
looking in presentation, with a few freckles of as-made die rust near 
star 3, and a minor blemish below the final A in AMERICA. 

PCGS Population: 4; with 2 finer. 

PCGS# 60555. 



5743 1869 Pattern Dime. Judd-704- Pollock-783. Rarity-7. Proof- 
6- BN (NGC). Copper. Reeded edge. On the obverse, a bust of 
l iberty facing right, with the Legend UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA above, and the motto IN GOD WE TRUST on a scroll 
below. Liberty wears a diadem, with her hair tied in a bun. The 
reverse bears a wreath of oak and laurel, with the denomination 10 
CENTS within, the date below, and the legend STANDARD SIL¬ 
VER above. Twinges of electric-blue color appear on both sides of 
this mostly coppery-brown toned Gem-proof pattern, with brilliant¬ 
ly mirrored fields beneath, and crisply struck devices and legends 
over the balance of the piece. Flecked with pesky carbon spots on the 
obverse and reverse, but otherwise free from noteworthy distractions 
for the grade. 

NGC Census: 2/0 with this color designation. 

PCGS# 60929. 



5744 1870 Pattern Half Dime. Judd-811. Pollock-899. Rarity-7. 
Proof-65 BN (NGC). Struck in copper with a reeded edge. The 
obverse presents Liberty seated left, holding a shield in her right 
hand, and an olive branch in her left. The legend UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA surrounds this device, and the 1870 date rests below. 
On the reverse, the denomination 5 CENTS appears within a 
wreath of cotton and corn, with the inscription STANDARD above. 
Generally smooth-looking in presentation, one will observe a swatch 
of cobalt-blue color at the obverse date, and in the central reverse 
fields on this otherwise medium-brown colored proof specimen. 
Solidly struck, with just a few, scattered and paltry abrasions on 
either side. 

PCGS# 61055. 


5745 1870 Pattern Quarter. Judd-888. Pollock-987. Rarity-5+. 
Proof-66 (NGC). Struck on a silver planchet, with a reeded edge. 
Liberty faces right, adorned with a Phrygian cap and a ribbon that 
reads LIBERTY'. The legend UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
rests above, and the motto IN GOD WE TRUST inscribed on a 
wreath below. The reverse bears a wreath of cotton and corn, within 
which we note 25 CENTS and the date 1870, and the inscription 
STANDARD above. The fantastically smooth-looking Gem proof 
surfaces reveal very little to distract the eye, surfaces highlighted by 
a lovely metallic-blue color, with brilliant shades of orange and rose- 
gold tone. Exceptional in virtually every regard, and sure to please 
the specialist collector. 

NGC Census: 4; with just 2 finer. 

Prominent as-made clash marks appear on the reverse. 

PCGS# 61132. 
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5747 1875 Pattern Half Dollar. Judd-959. Pollock-1110. Rarity-7. 
Proof-66 RB (NGC). Struck in copper with a reeded edge. The 
obverse portrays a bust of Liberty facing right, with the legend 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA around, and the motto IN 
GOD WE TRUST inscribed in a ribbon below. Liberty is dressed in 
a headband upon which has been engraved the word LIBERTY and 
ornamented with a star. Her hair is tied back with a ribbon. On the 
reverse, the denomination 50 CENTS, and the date 1870, within a 
wreath of cotton and corn, with STANDARD above. A piece that 
presents a mostly copper-brown color, accented with flashes of tung¬ 
sten-blue and mint-red tone. Both sides are brilliant in finish, and 
powerfully struck. There are only a few, mostly trivial handling 
marks on either side, none of which accuracy compels us to men- 

NGC Census: 2/0. In fact, NGC has certified a total of two examples from this rare 
pattern strike. 

PCGS# 71205. 


5746 1870 Pattern Quarter. Judd-901. Pollock-1016. Rarity-7. 
Proof-66 Cameo (NGC). Silver. Plain Edge. A bust of Liberty fac¬ 
ing right with the legend UNITED STATES OF AMERICA above, 
and a scroll with the words IN GOD WE TRUST resting at the 
lower-obverse border. Liberty wears a headband adorned with a star 
and the word LIBERTY, her hair tied back with a ribbon. On the 
reverse, we find 25 CENTS and the date 1870 within a wreath of 
cotton and corn, and the inscription STANDARD above. A bril¬ 
liant-white proof specimen, with a few handling marks scattered 
over both sides, more noticeable on the obverse than reverse. Some 
as-made die polish lines are noted on Liberty’s portrait. The only 
NGC certified specimen of the Judd-901 with a Cameo finish. 

NGC Census: 1/0. 

PCGS# 61145. 


5748 1870 Pattern Dollar. Judd-998, Pollock-1129. Rarity-7. 
Proof-63 BN (PCGS). Copper. Reeded Edge. Extremely scarce at 
Rarity-7, PCGS has certified a total of 10 pieces in any grade, a cou¬ 
ple of which may very well be resubmissions. In any case, this is an 
—x incredibly unusual opportunity to acquire what Pollock calls “an 
illogical die combination.” On this issue, the first appearance of the 
silver dollar in Barbers so-called Standard Silver series, or a coin with 
STANDARD (SILVER) raised on one side, Liberty is seated right, 
holding a sprig of laurel in her right hand, and an open agricultural 
wreath appears on the reverse that encloses 1 DOLLAR. Both sides 
of this piece possess a very deep brown coloration in the open fields, 
with lighter chestnut toning in the protected recesses that immedi¬ 
ately surround the devices and legends. 

PCGS Population: 4; just 2 finer. 

PCGS# 61245. 


5749 1873 Pattern Dollar. Judd-1293, Pollock-1435. Rarity-4. 
Proof-63 (NGC). Examples of this variety were distributed as part 
of a six-piece pattern Trade Dollar set. Struck in silver with a reeded 
edge, the J-1293 comes up for auction roughly once per year, 
according to our records. On the obverse, Liberty is seated facing 
left, holding a pole and cap in her right hand, the other resting on a 
globe. The reverse portrays Barber’s standing eagle and shield, with 
E PLURIBUS UNUM on a ribbon held in the bird’s beak. For a PR- 
63 specimen, there are very few handling marks or blemishes, and 
the surfaces are essentially silent on the subject of toning, save for 
delicate golden-rose hues that have touched the peripheries, more 
obvious on the reverse than obverse. Well struck on a sensitively pre¬ 
pared planchet, as the surfaces are brilliant, the fields aglow with 
reflectivity, and almost all detail brought up in full relief. The exam¬ 
ple in this lot is the plate coin for the J-1293 in United States Pattern 
Coins Experimental and Trial Pieces 8th edition, easily recognized by 
a couple streaks of as-struck die grease in the right-reverse field. 

PCGS# 61578. 
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5750 1850-0 MS-61 (NGC). Possessed of warm, medium orange-gold 
colored surfaces thar cede to a lighter yellow-gold tone at the periph¬ 
eries, this Uncirculated O-mint gold Dollar is seemingly earmarked 
for inclusion in a high-grade type set. Satiny luster envelopes both 
sides of this piece, an effect that wanes a bit towards brilliance in the 
central obverse fields. Powerfully struck, with just a few trivial abra¬ 
sions, this coin is part of an original delivery of 14,000 pieces. 

PCGS# 7512. 


5751 1850-0 MS-60 (NGC). This Type I New Orleans Gold Dollar 
was the recipient of a solid strike, and quality satin mint luster. The 
likely limiting factor in determining this piece’s grade was that of 
abrasions, and although they are few in number, we feel compelled 
to note a slender tick below Liberty's chin that extends onto the pro¬ 
file’s neck, and another above the point of her coronet. 

PCGS# 7512. 



5752 1851-D MS-62 (NGC). Usually offering a better strike than its 
1849 or 1859 Dahlonega Mint counterparts, the example in the 
present lot is no different, as the details are boldly impressed 
throughout. Both sides are lustrous, though this effect seems to wane 
a bit in places, areas where the eye will detect very faint, as-made die 
polish lines, suggesting to us that this was perhaps an early strike. 
Nonetheless, neither side offers much to report in terms of out¬ 
wardly distracting blemishes, certainly nothing of concern in this 
numeric grade. Winter (2003) claims that “any accurately graded 
Mint State-62 (or better) piece is extremely rare,” and as such, we 
suggest all comers prepare strong bids well in advance of this coin’s 
appearance at auction. 

PCGS# 7515. 


5753 1851-0 MS-63 (NGC). A lovely Choice Uncirculated example of 
the 1851 New Orleans Mint Gold Dollar delivery, we find deeply set 
golden-yellow coloration over both sides, a tone that seems to inter¬ 
mingle with highlights of rose and green-gold. Free from all but the 
most inane of abrasions, we should note for the sake of clarity a faint 
as-made die crack that horizontally bisects the obverse. 

PCGS# 7516. 

5754 1851-0 MS-61 (NGC). A lovely Type 1 Gold Dollar, this piece 
exhibits lovely, original, olive-gold surfaces that epitomize what a 
wholesome coin is all about. The luster is a bit muted, accounting 
for the modest grade, while the strike is moderate, with a hint of 
weakness on the central lettering of the reverse and in the hair of 
Liberty. The other design features are bold, and while a few, shallow 
abrasions are present, none are detracting. 

PCGS# 7516. 

5755 1853 MS-63 (PCGS). A bright piece with scintillating luster, 
luminous yellow-gold color and a full strike. A few, light abrasions 
are present, yet the surfaces are quite pleasing for the modest, 
assigned grade. A lovely example. 

PCGS# 7521. 
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5756 1853-0 MS-63 (PCGS). As one of the more frequently offered Gold 
Dollars from the New Orleans Mint, the 1853-0 is a popular coin among 
type collectors. It is tied for honors of highest mintage figure for any ’50s- 
era New Orleans Gold Dollar with the 1851-0, both with original deliv¬ 
eries of290,000 pieces. Peripheries of greenish-gold color adorn both sides 
of this example, a hue that fades to a more luxuriant medium-orange tone 
at the centers. Some very slender abrasions are visible on both sides, with 
the only mentionable blemish just before and under the chin. 

PCGS# 7524. 


5757 1854 Type II. MS-63 (PCGS). A desirable Type II Gold Dollar, 
this splendid example exhibits bold yellow-gold color that deepens 
to a pretty, orange-gold shade on the reverse. Evidence of die clash¬ 
ing is clearly visible on the reverse, with a curious outline stamped 
from the portrait on the obverse. The luster is flashy and frosty, while 
the strike is generous and any blemishes are restricted to a few wispy 
ones. Appears quite nice for the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 7531. 


5758 1854 Type II. MS-61 (NGC). A medium, orange-gold colored 
piece with a hint of strike weakness at the upper-right reverse, 
although much of this may be due to clashed dies, evidence of which 
we see in other areas of the coin. Satiny luster pervades the bulk of 
this piece, with the majority of the obverse sheen having been 
pushed to the edges. Seemingly earmarked for inclusion in a 
Uncirculated-quality type set, and well suited for that purpose. 

PCGS# 7531. 


Glittering 1877 Proof 
Type III Gold Dollar 

Only Cameo by PCGS, PR-64 CAM 


5759 1877 Proof-64 Cameo (PCGS). Here is the only Cameo desig¬ 
nated coin of this date graded by PCGS, the single PR-64 Cameo 
specimen. The NGC Census reports 5 others certified at this level. 
In fact, this is one case where the combined certified population by 
these two services is greater than the actual mintage! A total of 23 
pieces are reflected by both services, yet the original mintage was a 
scant 20 coins. This is proof of the resubmission process at work, 
where the original inserts are not turned back into the services. This 
is why certified numbers should be consulted to reflect a general 
perspective of availability, not to determine absolute rarity. 

This is an astounding rarity that is yet to be put on a par with 
coins of more popular series. Since this is the case, this coin repre¬ 
sents a wonderful opportunity to acquire a beautiful, rare, Proof 
gold coin. Commendably exemplifying the Type III Variety of Gold 
Dollars, minted from 1856 to 1889, this charming piece exhibits 
marvelous Cameo contrast that is set apart from the brilliant, mir¬ 
rored fields. The rich, orange-gold color is enticing and alluring, 
while the strike is razor sharp, fully detailing all of the features of 
this beautiful design. The surfaces glitter with deep reflectivity, 
while only a few, wispy hairlines are present, these mostly residing 
on the reverse, which also has a small patch of haze contained inside 
the upper-left portion of the wreath. These trivial detractions are 
minor and are definitely commensurate with the Choice grade. In 
fact, one can say this coin looks quite attractive for its assigned 
grade. It is a sparkling bit of coin lore, reflecting an age where Proof 
Gold coins were like numismatic caviar, and this is one delicacy that 
is very rare, yet within the reach of many. This glittering jewel is one 
to be savored. This cataloger hope it resides in your collection, for 
you will be delighted with it. 

PCGS Population: 1/0; this figure reflects the Cameo designation only. 

PCGS# 87627. 
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5760 1882 MS-64 (PCGS). Perfect for a high-quaJity type collection, 
both sides of this near-Gem Type III Indian gold Dollar are blessed 
with a lovely medium-gold coloration, although one will discern 
faint hints of rose-gold hue here and there. Neither side presents 
much to report in terms of individually important abrasions, and the 
piece is boldly struck throughout. 

PCGS# 7583. 

Quarter Eagles 


5762 1834 AU-55 (NGC). A yellow-gold example that displays moder¬ 
ate but even wear over the highpoints, with much of the original 
bold definition remaining within the devices and legends. Even a 
casual observer will see abrasions scattered about both sides, most 
notably on the reverse, but they are in context with the numeric des¬ 
ignation, and do little to detract from the AU grade. 

PCGS# 7692. 


5761 1832 AU Detail Cleaned, Scratched. Gold collectors know the 
patience and difficulty inherent in attempting to obtain an example 
of any issue in this series, regardless of grade. So scarce are represen¬ 
tatives of this type, that most collectors are forced to accept either a 
low-grade coin, or one that has been impaired in some way or anoth¬ 
er. If one is in the market just such a piece, then he/she would do 
well to consider the coin in the present lot for their collections. 
‘Offering a generally light-yellow gold color, both sides have been 
cleaned, and sport the wispy hairlines to prove it, but the perhaps the 
more impairment is the conglomeration of scratches at the lower- 
right obverse. One of these is a bit deep, and a few stray marks have 
clipped star 12. We should note that on a coin of this size, these 
impairments are not overly distracting, but all interested parties 
should certainly be aware of these problems. Nevertheless, this is an 
opportunity for the budget-conscious collector to obtain a rare coin 
with a significant amount of appeal. Housed in a SEGS holder 
labeled MS-61. 

PCGS# 7672. 


5763 1836 Block 8. AU-55 (NGC). As Akers points out in his 1975 
book, the 1836 “has a greater mintage than all of the other years of 
this type combined, and it is certainly one of the most common, if 
not the most common, dates of this type.” It is due to these factors 
that the 1836 Classic Quarter Eagle is among the most popular dates 
with budget-conscious type collectors. Medium-yellow colored in 
appearance, the surfaces present reasonably well despite what may be 
perceived as more than its fair share of abrasions. The reason for this 
largely amicable appearance is two-fold: first, very few of these blem¬ 
ishes fall upon the primary focal points; and second, a fair amount 
of mint luster is tucked into the protected recesses that direcdy sur¬ 
round the obverse and reverse devices. 

PCGS# 97694. 
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5764 1840-C Winter 1-A, the only known dies. AU-58 (NGC). 
While the satiny mint luster has been pushed to the peripheries of 
this coin through a combination of light rub and friction, a consid¬ 
erable amount still lurks amongst the protected surface area that 
immediately surrounds the devices and legends. Scattered abrasions 
are present on both sides, but none are of major significance for a 
Quarter Eagle that has seen approximately 12 points of wear. 
Abundant detail appears through the major designs on this 
Charlotte mint Quarter Eagle that is perfect for either the specialist 
or better-date type collector. 

NGC Census: 20; with 9 finer in all grades. 

PCGS# 7718. 


5765 1843-C Winter 4-C, the only known dies. Small Date, 
Crosslet 4. AU-58 (PCGS). The 1843-C Small Date is, according 
to Douglas Winter, “the rarest Charlotte quarter eagle in terms of the 
total number of piece in existence.” In other words, this is a rare coin 
in the absolute sense, with the same author estimating a mere 50-60 
coins extant from an estimated original-mintage figure for the vari¬ 
ety at a mere 2,988 pieces. A quick look at the PCGS population 
data will support this theory, as they have certified a total of 50 
pieces, the majority falling in the VF-EF grade range, and as with 
any rare issue, people will resubmit coins in order to attain a more 
desirable grade, surely accounting for some of this seemingly inflat¬ 
ed number. Regardless of these aforementioned facts, this is a seem¬ 
ingly typical survivor of the issue, as it has a few, mostly trivial ticks 
and abrasions, although they strictly adhere to the standards of an 
AU-58 piece. The satiny luster wanes a bit to areas of brilliance, an 
effect that Winter speaks to in his text on the date. The color ranges 
from yellow-to-orange gold in presentation, and the eye appeal is 
likely above average for the grade. 

PCGS# 7729. 


5766 1843-C Winter 5-D. Large Date. AU-58 (PCGS). The more 
common of these two varieties, and long considered integral when 
completing a date and mint set of the Charlotte Quarter Eagles. 
Thus this sale is a remarkable opportunity to acquire both die mar- 
—stiages in one swoop, both of equal grade and quality. As is common 
for the variety, this piece is weakly struck over the central highpoints, 
with strong denticles and stars. Unlike many AU examples of this 
issue, we find little to report in terms of inordinate blemishes, while 
the luster is radiant and satiny, though restricted mostly to the edges. 

PCGS# 7728. 


5767 1844-C AU-58 (PCGS). Qualified “as very scarce to rare in all 
grades,” by Douglas Winter in his text Gold Coins of the Charlotte 
Mint: 1838-1861, this is an example of the limited original C-mint 
delivery with few peers in this Choice AU grade, and only 4 pieces 
judged finer at PCGS. The same author opines that “public confi¬ 
dence in Bechtler gold coins had waned [by 1844],” with the result 
that federally produced gold coinage saw extensive circulation, 
resulting in very few pieces in the higher circulated and Uncirculated 
grades extant. We find this coin, which saw limited, if any, commer¬ 
cial use, to be an ultimately pleasing representative of the issue, as it 
has plenty of remaining luster, although this effect does wane a bit 
to patches of brilliance, and smooth-looking surfaces for the grade. 
Boldly if unevenly struck, neither side presents mentionable weak¬ 
ness, with heaps of remaining detail through the primary devices and 
legends. 

PCGS has certified just 4 examples finer than this coin. 

PCGS# 7735. 
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5768 1846 AU-55 (NGC). This is a scarce date in all grades, from a 
rather low mintage of 21,598 coins. Displaying a deep, olive-gold 
color that is the enviable trademark of an original gold coin, this 
piece is an attractive one in every regard. It demonstrates light wear 
and sharp remaining features, including fully detailed stars. 
Blemishes are not really mentionable, consisting of a few, wispy 
abrasions that are the signs of light circulation. This distinct piece 
represents an important opportunity for the specialist of the series to 
acquire a scarce date in a remarkable state of preservation. 

PCGS# 7740. 


5769 1846-C Winter 7-F, the only known dies. AU-53 (NGC). A 
low mintage of 4,808 pieces, which is a relatively low number for 
this series in general and for Charlotte Mint Quarter Eagles in par¬ 
ticular. In fact, when only Charlotte examples are considered, only 
the 1855-C issue had a lower mintage (3,677 coins made). 
Collectors who specialize in coins from this mint appreciate these 
facts, along with the status of this issue as a rare one in all grades. 

‘ his piece is a very attractive one, with a deep honey-gold color and 
smooth, original surfaces. Light wear is noticeable on the high 
points, which is merely the sign of brief entry into the channels of 
commerce. The amount of remaining detail is quite bold; all the 
stars are sharp in definition. This issue is known for being struck 
from rusted dies, and slight evidence of this trait is visible around the 
date of this coin. Blemishes are consistent with the assigned grade, 
consisting of a few stray abrasions that are more from circulation 
than anything else. There is a curious depression adjacent to the sec¬ 
ond star, and this is mentioned for the sake of accuracy. No blemish 
detracts from the overall desirability of this coin; it is a rare, low 
mintage date of admirable quality and remarkable appeal. 

PCGS# 7741. 



5770 1848-D Winter 10-M. AU-58 (NGC). A bright, sparkling coin 
with plenty of frosty luster and brilliant, yellow-gold color. Subtle 
signs of circulation are present, with just a faint touch of wear evi¬ 
dent on the highest points. Attractive AU-58 pieces are very desir¬ 
able in today’s market and this one fits this description to a tee. A 
couple light abrasions are present, although two depressions appear 
on Liberty’s face. This is more than offset by the glistening luster and 
sharpness of the design features. This is a gorgeous example of a 
Dahlonega Mint product, one of 13,771 pieces originally minted. 

PCGS# 7751. 



5771 1850-C Winter 12-H. AU-55 (PCGS). From an original 
mintage of 9,148 pieces comes this minimally circulated 1850-C 
Liberty Quarter Eagle. As the second-most available C-mint delivers 
for the series, this coin is seemingly earmarked for inclusion in a 
high-quality mintmarked set of U.S. gold, a role in which it will per¬ 
form quite capably. A touch softly struck, all devices remain in bold 
contrast to the surrounding fields, and although these have attracted 
their fair share of blemishes, none stand out as particularly impor¬ 
tant. The luster is a bit indifferent, something many have come to 
expect on lightly circulated gold, yielding to patches of brilliance in 
a few spots. Yellow-gold in coloration, with blushes of pale-rose tint¬ 
ing. 

PCGS Population: 7; with just 3 finer. 

PCGS# 7756. 
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5772 1856-S AU-58 (NGC). Since much of the San Francisco Mint 
gold found its way into circulation, most examples of these series 
exhibit distractions in abundance. Our current example possesses its 
fair share of wispy abrasions, and while they do adhere to the AU-58 
grade, we feel compelled to note a couple ticks around star 9 on this 
mostly orange-gold colored Liberty Quarter Eagle. Neither PCGS 
nor NGC has certified many examples beyond in the MS levels of 
preservation, and most collectors are forced to be content with an 
AU piece, making this a perfect opportunity for just such an acqui¬ 
sition. 

PCGS# 7781. 


5773 1869-S AU-58 (NGC). A rare date in Mint State condition, this 
gorgeous Almost Uncirculated example is a desirable compromise 
between the typical, lower circulated grades found for this issue, and 
the aforementioned rarity of Uncirculated representatives. It possess¬ 
es satiny, bright, yellow-gold surfaces that are bereft of all but the 
most trivial of abrasions. There are a couple, wispy blemishes pres¬ 
ent, which along with the light wear on the high points, expresses 
the signs of light wear, and this is typical of a piece that circulated 
briefly. The remaining features are bold and ample, frosty luster also 
remains. Marvelous. 

PCGS# 7810. 


Enticing Cameo Proof 
1871 Quarter Eagle 

Amazing PCGS PR-63 CAM 


5774 1871 Proof-63 Cameo (PCGS). Here is a prohibitively rare coin 
that is seldom offered for sale. A quick look at the PCGS 
Population Report shows there are a mere five total examples, while 
NGC reports just seven others. It must be kept in mind that 30 
pieces were originally produced, which is a ridiculously low num¬ 
ber, but on a comparable par with the other dates during the decade 
from 1870 to 1880. Garrett and Guth (Encyclopedia of U.S. Gold 
Coins, 1795-1933, 2006) report the last three representatives of a 
Proof Quarter Eagle of this date to appear at auction were from the 
Byron Reed, John J. Pittman and Harry W. Bass collections. 
Prominent company indeed. In fact, these authors report only seven 
examples to be sold via auction in the years from 1991 to 2005, so 
this appearance of this coin in our sale today is not only remarkable, 
it is astounding. 

On to the description of the coin itself. The color reflects an 
enticing, honey-gold hue, and the mirrored surfaces are amazingly 
reflective and watery. The Cameo effect is obvious, with ample, 
orange-gold frost evident on the devices and lettering, with a luxu¬ 
riant contrast between the Cameo frost and the mirrors—true black 
and gold contrast, for lack of a better term. There are slight touch¬ 
es of haze present, which along with a few small abrasions and short 
wispy hairlines, account for the moderate grade. However, there is 
a lot of flashy appeal here for a coin at the PR-63 level. The strike 
reflects the care and pride of a careful artisan, for all the intricacies 
of the design are fully present and defined. 

What amazing, magnificent coins are Proof gold pieces, and 
this one exhibits all of the alluring appeal and visual elegance that 
this series offers. This piece is an inspiration to the fine numisma¬ 
tists who have included such coins in their past, historic collections, 
and for us today, we truly do stand on the shoulders of giants. Who 
will carry on this legacy? Viewing this fine jewel and considering its 
rarity and history is enough to inspire one on the remarkable, chal¬ 
lenging odyssey of assembling a date or type collection of Proof gold 
coins. 

PCGS Population: 1/3. 

PCGS# 87897. 
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5775 1873-S MS-61 (PCGS). Save for a few pesky little abrasions on 
the reverse, we find this S-mint Liberty Quarter Eagle to be a near¬ 
ly ideal MS representative of a relatively scarce San Francisco Mint 
delivery. Medium-to-pale-orange in color, there is just a bit of irk¬ 
some strike weakness at the right-hand reverse, something very com¬ 
mon on these branch-mint Quarter Eagles. A very solid 
Uncirculated example for the type collector, or specialist alike. 

PCGS# 7820. 


5776 1874 MS-61 (NGC). A splendid coin with bright, yellow-gold 
color and brilliant, satiny luster. The surfaces exhibit a slight amount 
of semi-prooflike reflectivity, as expressed by the satiny nature of the 
luster. The strike is very sharp, and though some small blemishes are 
noted around the central devices on both sides, the desirability of 
this coin is quite high for the modest, assigned grade. This is a gor¬ 
geous example of a scarce, underrated date, with only 3,920 pieces 
having been originally produced. 

PCGS# 7821. 


5777 1877-S MS-62 (NGC). The luster is a bit subdued on the obverse 
of this strictly Uncirculated Liberty Quarter eagle, due mainly to the 
smattering of abrasions surrounding Liberty’s portrait. None of these 
are of singular importance in their own right, and with its medium- 
yellow-colored presentation, this will make a fine example of the 
type for a high-end collector. 

PCGS# 7827. 


5778 1878 Uncirculated Detail Wiped (Uncertified). The reverse of 
this otherwise pleasing and bright example is a bit scuffy-looking 
from a haphazard wipe, but the coin is sharp and well detailed, with 
very little to report in terms of noteworthy blemishes and abrasions. 

PCGS# 7828. 

5779 1879 MS-62 (PCGS). A bright coin that displays abundant, frosts' 
luster and a sharp strike. The abrasions are not numerous, but a few 
of note stand out in front of Liberty’s neck. Even so, these are not 
overtly offensive for the modest, assigned grade. 

PCGS# 7830. 

5780 1897 MS-64 (PCGS). Vibrant orange-gold coloration resonates 
with highlights of rosy iridescence as this piece rotates under a lamp. 
Free from all but the most trivial of abrasions, the surfaces are equal¬ 
ly silent on the subject of annoying strike weakness as well. A coin 
with great eye appeal that will likely fetch a premium on auction day. 

PCGS# 7849. 



5781 1898 MS-64 (NGC). Wonderful satin luster evenly envelopes 
both sides of this near-Gem Liberty Quarter Eagle. Although a rela¬ 
tively common issue for the series, the appearance of this coin is 
decidedly unusual for its numeric grade, as the only blemishes are 
impossibly tiny abrasions that scarcely detract from the overall eye 
appeal. Choice in almost every regard, this coin will surely warrant 
considerable attention at lot viewing. 

PCGS# 7850. 


5782 1900 MS-66 (PCGS). Here is a remarkable Quarter Eagle in an 
enviable, high-grade. It stands above the rest, as it exhibits flashy, 
cascading luster that dances around the surfaces on both sides. The 
color is a satisfying orange-gold hue, while the strike is sharp and 
abrasions are noticeably light. Beautiful. 

PCGS# 7852. 
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5783 1905 MS-66 (PCGS). A scintillating piece with luminescent, 
olive-gold color and flashy, extremely bright luster that is frosty and 
thick. As one would expect for the lofty grade, any blemishes are 
rather light, while the strike is needle sharp. Amazing. 

PCGS# 7857. 

5784 1907 MS-63 (PCGS). Very appealing for a Choice Uncirculated 
example of the issue, frosty-to-satiny luster billows over both sides, 
but there are areas of brilliance here and there. Very few distractions 
may be found on either side, but for accuracy we note an almost 
invisible speck between star 6 and the rim. One may locate a hand¬ 
ful of abrasions, but none of them are incongruent with the MS-63 
grade. Since this is the last year of issue for the Liberty Quarter Eagle 
series, and because it appears with such great frequency on bourse 
floors and at lot viewing, MS examples of this date are widely pur¬ 
sued by better-date type collectors. 

PCGS# 7859. 

5785 Lot of (15) Indian Quarter Eagles. All coins are Uncertified, save 
for the 1911-D ANACS graded AU-58 Details Cleaned. Almost all 
examples have been cleaned, and most fall in the Choice AU grade 
range. Included are: 1908; 1909; 1910; 1911; 1911-D; 1912; 1913; 
1914; 1914-D; 1915; 1925-D; 1926; 1927; 1928; and a 1929. 

5786 A Complete Set of 1908-1929 Indian Quarter Eagles. Housed in 
a black Capital plastics holder, the majority of the coins grade in the EF 
to AU range, many of which show signs of moderate-to-light cleaning. 
The 1911-Disa strong AU, but is the victim of a light cleaning, as evi¬ 
denced by hairlines that cover both sides uniformly. The 1914 is tech¬ 
nically an EF coin, but it seems to have sustained a fair amount of dam¬ 
age including scrapes, digs and a cleaning. (Total: 15 coins) 


5787 1908 MS-64 (PCGS). Popular among better-date type collectors 
for its first-year-of-type status, 1908 Quarter Eagles are always in 
demand. This example should be no different, with its greenish-gold 
coloration and bold strike, although we should mention a touch of 
weakness on the eagle’s upper shoulder. Abrasions likely prevented 
this coin from the coveted Gem status, although those that appear 
are in strict accordance with the grade, the most important con¬ 
glomeration hiding around E in LIBERTY. 

PCGS# 7939. 


5788 1908 MS-64 (PCGS). A gorgeous piece with bold, orange-gold 
color, a well-detailed strike and frosty, lustrous surfaces. Only a few, 
light and scattered abrasions are noticeable, and none call into ques¬ 
tion the Choice grade. 

—PCGS# 7939. 


5789 1909 MS-64 (PCGS). An amazing coin that demonstrates what 
original color is all about. The texture immediately catches one’s eye, 
because it consists of gorgeous, deep, honey-gold color that is as 
wholesome as apple pie. The luster is glistening and frosty, while the 
strong strike and limited blemishes add further appeal to an already 
impressive piece. It is housed in an older, green-label PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 7940. 

5790 1909 MS-62 (NGC). Born from an original mintage of 441,760 
pieces, a modest figure for the series, this is an unusually well pre¬ 
served, strictly Uncirculated example uncommon in its eye appeal. 
The marvelously authentic-looking orange-gold coloration is so 
deeply imbedded with the satiny luster as to appear as one, under 
which we see smartly impressed obverse and reverse devices. 

PCGS# 7940. 
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Elusive Gem 1910 Quarter Eagle 



5791 1910 MS-65 (PCGS). Similar in overall rarity to the 1909 Indian 
Quarter Eagle, the 1910 is scarce to rare in all Mint State levels of 
preservation. Gems examples, however, are all but impossible to 
obtain, certainly more difficult than a cursory glance at the PCGS 
population levels would seemingly denote. In fact, Akers (1988) 
concurs with this sentiment, claiming that “true Gems and Superb 
Gems do exist, but they are considerably more rare than most peo¬ 
ple realize.” As such, the coin in the present lot will likely attract a 
heavy following at lot viewing, especially in light of the fact that 
PCGS has certified just 6 examples finer, all of which are graded 
MS-66. Both sides are possessed of a warm, orange-gold color 
throughout, accented by the quality luster that rolls about as the 
coin dips into a light. A discriminating numismatist would be hard 
pressed to locate even the most trivial of blemishes that fail to 
accord with the Gem designation. Well-struck over both sides, and 
found in a first-generation PCGS holder, this nice, authentic-look¬ 
ing coin seems to speak to an even higher numeric grade. 




5792 1911 MS-64 (PCGS). An attractive piece that possesses a strong 
strike, only a few, light abrasions and distinctive, yellow-gold color. 
The luster is present, though it is a bit muted. The reverse is flashier. 

PCGS# 7942. 




5793 1911 MS-63 (NGC). Both obverse and reverse demonstrate an 
alluring greenish-gold color almost unique to representatives of this 
issue, with a swirl of rose-gold tone over the Indian’s headdress. Both 
sides present a few wispy abrasions, wholly in accordance with the 
designated grade, with nary an area of irksome strike weakness to 
report. 

PCGS# 7942. 
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Very Rare 1911-D Quarter Eagle 



5794 1911-D MS-64 (NGC). Whether due to widespread melting and destruction, export, or some other other unknown fate, the 1911-D Indian 
Quarter Eagle issue is one of the most coveted issues in all of U.S. numismatics. Akers classifies them as very scarce to very rare in all Uncirculated 
grades, and in fact, more so than any other date and mint combination in the series, examples of this issue are the exceedingly difficult to locate beyond 
the most basic of Mint State levels of preservation. It is without doubt, a dream of many a collector to obtain a near-Gem example, with solid Gems 
a virtual impossibility for mere mortals, due to both their incredibly paltry number at that grade, and their other-worldly price. As an MS-64 repre¬ 
sentative of the issue, this coin will be a perfect fit for the well-heeled collector assembling a Quarter Eagle set of the highest order. Both sides are pos¬ 
sessed of a medium-gold coloration, accented by highlights of rose-gold, more discernible on the reverse than obverse. Like many ‘11-Ds, this piece 
has razor-sharp definition through the major design elements, including the mintmark, which is often found softly impressed on examples of this issue. 
As a rule, pieces of this delivery exhibit a very slightly granular surface texture, and this coin is no exception, offering a warm and inviting presenta¬ 
tion that is surely without peer at this level of preservation. Exceptional in nearly every way, and a coin that absolutely must not be missed by spe¬ 
cialists in the field. 

PCGS# 7943. 


BU 1911-D Quarter Eagle 




5795 1911-D MS-62 (NGC). The 1911-D Indian Quarter Eagle known as a rare commodity on the numismatic marketplace. Lest one get the wrong 
idea from our offerings of this elusive issue in the present sale, they are scarce to rare in virtually every grade, with an unflagging demand from nearly 
every corner of the marketplace. The example in the present lot is an excellent opportunity for the enthusiast putting together a premier set of U.S. 
gold, who has his/her sights set on representatives of other denominations as well. This strictly Uncirculated representative of the T 1 -D is basically 
perfect for the grade, with no visibly detracting abrasion or blemish that fails to comply with the numeric designation. Blessed with a medium, orange- 
gold color over both sides, we find an abundance of satiny mint luster, and a bold strike, with only a slender touch of weakness at the eagle’s upper 
shoulder. 

PCGS# 7943. 
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5796 1911-D MS-61 (NGC). Another Uncirculated example of the rare 
1911 -D Quarter Eagle, this coin will fit nicely into better-quality 
type or specialists set. Enveloped in a medium, orange-gold sheen 
that divulges hints of reddish iridescence, both the obverse and 
reverse of this example reveal a few wispy abrasions, none of which 
are unusual for an MS-61 coin. A pleasing representative of the date 
and mint, the designs are well struck throughout, and the surfaces 
sport plenty of frosty mint luster. 

PCGS# 7943. 



5797 1911 -D Weak D. AU-53 (NGC). A distinctive piece that exhibits 
bold, orange-gold color and the light wear that is to be expected of 
a lightly circulated piece. The wear is restricted to the high points of 
the design, including the cheek, braid and feathers on the obverse, 
along with the eagle’s neck and shoulder on the reverse. The remain¬ 
ing luster is muted, while the typical blemishes of a coin that briefly 
entered circulation are apparent in the open fields, mostly on the 
reverse. 

Attributed as the Weak D variety on the NGC holder, the mint- 
mark is barely discernable to the left of the arrow heads on the 
reverse, and it consists of a weak outline in the shape of a D. 

PCGS# 7954. 



5798 1912 MS-65 (PCGS). A gorgeous Gem that has deep, honey-gold 
color and lustrous surfaces. The strike is bold and abrasions are 
decidedly slight, as befits the MS-65 grade. This is a key date of the 
series, and it becomes more challenging to locate in this grade level. 
In fact, Garrett and Guth (Encyclopedia of U.S. Gold Coins, 1795- 
1933, 2006) reveal only a couple Gems appear in any given year. 
This is an important opportunity, as a result. Housed in an older, 
green-label PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 7944. 



5799 1912 MS-63 (NGC). Both sides of this pleasing Quarter Eagle are 
possessed of plentiful satiny luster, and rich greenish-gold coloration. 
Wholly authentic-looking in presentation, we are unable to find a 
distraction or abrasion that fails to comply with the MS-63 grade. A 
quality coin for the collector in need of a premier representative of 
the date. 

There is a small, as-made planchet flaw between RT in LIBERTY, and the Indian’s 

headdress. 

PCGS# 7944. 

Ex: Pittman Collection, as noted on the NGC insert. 
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5801 1914 MS-62 (NGC). Boldly impressed throughout, none of the 
abrasions present on either the obverse and reverse of this 
Uncirculated piece merit in-depth description. The majority of the 
surface area is possessed of a lustrous yellow-gold color, with high¬ 
lights of rose-gold tone in the protected recesses. 

PCGS# 7946. 


5802 1914-D MS-63 (PCGS). Impressively sharp in striking detail for 
a Quarter Eagle of this type, this reddish-gold example possesses 
above-average eye appeal for the assigned grade. The surfaces are 
satiny in sheen with relatively few abrasions on the obverse and no 
reverse distractions that are worthy of singular concern. A strong 
candidate for inclusion in a Choice-quality set of Indian Two-and-a- 
Halves. 

PCGS# 7947. 


5803 1914-D MS-62 (PCGS). Dominated by a powerfully rich red¬ 
dish-orange color over both sides, the obverse and reverse exhibit 
devices and legends very well struck for the issue, with only a slight 
wane in depth of detail towards the periphery. For an issue that 
Akers (1988) qualifies as possessing “possibly the worst quality of 
manufacture in the entire series,” this Uncirculated example repre¬ 
sents an unusually high degree of eye appeal for the grade. We note 
just one small abrasion at the Eagles head for the sake of accuracy. 

PCGS# 7947. 


5800 1913 MS-63 (NGC). An original-looking Quarter Eagle, seem¬ 
ingly just a couple wispy abrasions away from an even higher numer¬ 
ic designation. Lustrous, and otherwise medium-gold colored in 
presentation, one will observe some rose-gold highlights over the 
reverse. Richly textured surfaces and powerfully impressed devices 
surely promote this piece to the upper echelons of eye appeal in this 
Choice Uncirculated designation. 

PCGS# 7945. 


5804 1915 MS-64 (PCGS). Found in a first-generation PCGS holder, 
this near-Gem Indian Quarter Eagle is solidly graded at this level of 
preservation. Crisply impressed through nearly all major design ele¬ 
ments, both sides present a medium, yellow-gold color, with a tiny 
spot of variegated color on the above the reverse olive branch. 

PGGS# 7948. 

5805 1915 MS-62 (PCGS). Attractive, with a uniform greenish-gold 
color over both sides, this 1915 Quarter Eagle is perfect for a high- 
grade type or specialist set. 

PCGS# 7948. 

5806 1915 AU-53 (PCGS). Found in a first-generation PCGS holder, 
this AU example of the 1915 Indian Quarter Eagle presents an even 
yellow-gold appearance. There is faint rub on the highpoints, but the 
surfaces are mostly silent on the subject of noteworthy blemishes, 
although wispy distractions are consistently scattered over both 
sides. 

PCGS# 7948. 


5807 1925-D MS-64 (NGC). The rose-gold color that tends to domi¬ 
nate this coins appearance fades to a light-yellow color towards the 
periphery of this eye-catching D-Mint Quarter Eagle. A bit softly 
struck through the central devices, as is sometimes common for the 
issue, this is a coin of almost ideal overall quality, with scarcely a 
mentionable distraction in this numeric grade. 

PCGS# 7949. 
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5808 1925-D MS-63 (PCGS). The strike wanes a tad towards the 
obverse periphery of this Choice Uncirculated piece that reveals a 
mostly yellow-gold colored appearance, with accents of dusky 
orange-gold. One will observe a few uniformly distributed abrasions 
over the balance of the coin, the most important of which can be 
seen just above the reverse eagles wings, but none are overtly dis¬ 
tracting for an example at this preservation level. 

There is an as-made planchet flaw at K-7 on the reverse 

PCGS# 7949. 

5809 1925-D MS-61 (PCGS). When examining this coin, one will see 
an otherwise light-yellow colored piece, accented with hues of medi¬ 
um-orange, and an almost rose-red tint as the eye moves right to left. 
Solidly struck, with only a couple, very tender areas of weakness, a 
close observer will find wispy abrasions covering both obverse and 
reverse. 

PCGS# 7949. 


5810 1926 MS-65 (PCGS). While one of the more common issues in 
the Indian Quarter Eagle series, the 1926 P-mint delivery is chal¬ 
lenging in the Gem levels of preservation. As is the case with most 
high-grade survivors of the date, this true Gem is strongly frosted in 
sheen, as both sides are possessed of a modest cartwheel effect. Even 
medium-gold colored in appearance, there is the occasional dash of 
rose-gold tone here and there, most obvious on the point of the por¬ 
trait’s chest. Bereft of bothersome abrasions in this grade, this coin 
has obviously been well preserved since its inception. 

PCGS# 7950. 


5811 1926 MS-65 (PCGS). This stupendous example of the 1926 P- 
mint delivery will gain quite a following in Las Vegas. Even for a ‘26 
Quarter Eagle, an issue known for it exceptional eye appeal, this 
piece stands above many of its peers, so rich is its greenish-gold col¬ 
oration, so frosty is its abundant mint luster, and so sharp is its 
strike. A solid Gem in virtually every respect, this representative will 
please even the most astute of numismatists. 

PCGS# 7950. 



5812 1926 MS-64 (PCGS). A few slender abrasions, most notable 
below the chin, are all that have prevented this piece from obtaining 
the Gem designation. The surfaces are frosty and lustrous, and the 
strike is as near to full as on any near-Gem 1926 Quarter Eagle we 
have seen. 

PCGS# 7950. 

5813 1927 MS-63 (PCGS). A well-struck example, as is common for 
many representatives of P-mint issues in the series, this piece pos¬ 
sesses a warm greenish-gold appearance with rose-gold colored high¬ 
lights. A few wispy abrasions are visible through the swirling luster 
on both sides, but they are acceptable for the designated grade. 

PCGS# 7951. 

5814 1927 MS-63 (NGC). With nearly every detail standing in bold 
definition, we are hardly able to find areas of bothersome strike 
weakness on this excellent later-date Indian Quarter Eagle. With 
strong luster and rich greenish-gold tone throughout, this will make 
an economically oriented collector very happy come auction day. 

PCGS# 7951. 

5815 1928 MS-62 (NGC). Bright and attractive, this Indian Quarter 
Eagle reveals none but the most innocuous of abrasions at this level 
of preservation. A wonderful representative of the issue for the budg¬ 
et conscious collector. 

PCGS# 7952. 

5816 1929 MS-63 (PCGS). Some mostly minor blemishes appear on 
both sides of this Choice Uncirculated piece, although they are 
strictly commensurate with the assigned grade. One will observe 
plenty of mint luster, and a bold-to-sharp strike throughout. 

PCGS# 7953. 

5817 1929 MS-63 (PCGS). Possessed of a greenish-gold color with rosy 
highlights, we also note a periphery of medium-orange tone. Both 
sides have a few wispy abrasions none of which demand singular 
attention. Sharply struck through the major designs, and found in 
an older, green-insert PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 7953. 
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Three-Dollar Gold Pieces 


Exceptional 1854-0 
Three-Dollar Gold 
in NGC AU-55 



5818 1854-0 AU-55 (NGC). The initial year of Three Dollar gold 
production saw a New Orleans delivery of 24,000 pieces, an 
assuredly unspectacular figure for the series, with Bowers (2005) 
estimating the surviving population someplace near 400 to 500 
extant examples. Lest one get the impression that the ‘54-0 is an 
absolutely common date, most of those known survivors are in the 
mid-circulated range, or the VF grade. This coin, however, is 
unusual it that in has taken only 15 points of wear, most of this dis¬ 
tributed evenly over the highpoints, and manifested in the form of 
very light rub. As is typical for the issue, the composition of the 
gold has lent a mostly yellow colored appearance, with shades of 
deeper orange gathered at the peripheries. While not free from abra¬ 
sions, just a few are peppered about both sides, most notably on the 
right-reverse wreath, and all are in strict accordance with the 
assigned grade. Although mostly removed through general circula¬ 
tion, or rub while in storage, the bulk of the luster has faded from 
view, now relegated to the peripheries and protected recesses. The 
strike is bold, as only the earliest strikes, prior to die relapping, 
yielded crisp impressions, and we therefore note an area of weakness 
on the truncation of the bust. Generally appealing, we strongly urge 
all interested parties to first view this piece at lot viewing, and then 
prepare their bids in earnest, as this key-date issue for the series will 
undoubtedly spur excited bidding upon its auction presentation. 

PCGS# 7971. 


Another Appealing 1854-0 
Three-Dollar Indian Princess 

Graded NGC AU-55 



5819 1854-0 AU-55 (NGC). An important coin, because it is the only 
$3 Gold Piece produced by the New Orleans Mint, with an origi¬ 
nal mintage figure of 24,000 coins. It is a distinguished piece that 
has attractive honey-gold color and light, even wear. Although there 
are a number of small, peppery abrasions, these are mostly slight, 
and are more or less the evidence of a coin that experienced brief 
circulation. The remaining features of the design are distinct and 
bold, and this will be a featured piece in anyone’s cabinet of gold 
coins. 

PCGS# 7971. 



5820 1855 AU-55 (NGC). Not exclusively due to the fact that a mere 
50,555 pieces were coined during production, the 1855 is more elu¬ 
sive than the 1854 P-mint Three-Dollar gold delivery, although 
examples of this date are still obtainable in grades through lower 
Mint State. It seems, therefore, that the coin in the present lot is 
labeled for inclusion in a type or date set, as it is one of the more 
affordable dates of the series. The surfaces present an even medium- 
gold coloration, evenly distributed, delicate abrasions that hardly 
detract from the overall eye appeal, and traces of mint luster around 
the devices and legends. 

PCGS# 7972. 
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5821 1855 AU-55 (NGC). A sparkling piece, with a vibrant, yellow- 
gold color and satiny surfaces. A few shallow abrasions reside on the 
reverse, while the obverse contains several, wispy blemishes, with one 
being most evident in the left-obverse field. Some wear is evident on 
the high points, which along with the blemishes, demonstrate this 
piece to be a definite, Almost Uncirculated one. Considerable luster 
remains and the overall impression of this coin is that it is pleasant. 

PCGS# 7972. 


5822 1860 AU-55 (NGC). The Philadelphia Mint delivered just over 
7,000 pieces of the Three-Dollar gold denomination for general cir¬ 
culation in 1860, and a mere 400 or so survivors are known to exist 
from this production run today. It is an issue most frequently 
encountered in circulated grades, and a quick glance at the NGC 
Census will reveal that most examples frail in the AU levels of preser¬ 
vation, indicating that the surviving bulk of the original mintage did 
not see much general business use. Regardless, the present coin is a 
somewhat lustrous example whose surfaces display a mostly medi- 
■m-gold coloration. Rub and highpoint friction speak to a small 
amount of use in commercial channels, but the balance of the piece 
remains attractive and highly acceptable. 

PCGS# 7980. 



5823 1862 AU-50 (PCGS). This lightly circulated Three-Dollar gold 
piece is found in an older, light-green insert PCGS holder, and offers 
a bounty of meaty mint luster in the protected recesses that imme¬ 
diately surround the devices and legends. Exhibiting a generally 
medium, yellow-gold colored presentation, neither side displays a 
noticeable measure of irksome strike weakness, nor abrasions that 
fail to comply with an AU grade awarded long ago. 

PCGS# 7983. 


5824 1870 AU-58 (PCGS). A gorgeous piece that demonstrates a com¬ 
mendable level of originality, as evidenced by the desirable, orange-gold 
color that is present throughout. Light wear resides on the high points 
of the design, while the surfaces partially retain vestiges of the original, 
satiny luster. A few, shallow abrasions are present, but none of these 
detract from the impressive character and charm of this delightful coin. 

PCGS# 7991. 
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5825 1871 AU-58 (PCGS). Flashes of light-yellow color highlight the oth¬ 
erwise rose-gold tinted surfaces of this Three-Dollar gold piece. The 
luster ranges from brilliant to satiny in texture, with a few wispy abra¬ 
sions in the open fields. Boldly impressed throughout, this member of 
a relatively limited delivery of just 1,300 pieces reveals a bit of prooflike 
surface texture, especially around the devices, a feature no doubt gained 
from highly polished dies. The Choice AU grade stems mostly from a 
hint of very modest rub over the central highpoints, but this is hardly 
of consequence on a piece of this stature. 

PCGS# 7993. 


5826 1878 MS-62 (NGC). A glistening piece with full, frosty luster and 
lovely, rose-gold color. A few wispy blemishes are noticeable here and 
there, accounting for the modest grade, yet abrasions are few. The 
strike is generally bold, though points of weakness are noticeable on 
the reverse bow and on the highest points of Liberty’s headdress. The 
luster and original color are noteworthy, and this is an appealing 
coin for a MS-62 representative. 

PCGS# 8000. 


5827 1878 AU-50 (PCGS). A distinguished piece that demonstrates an 
attractive, even, honey-gold color and the light, balanced wear char¬ 
acteristic of an Almost Uncirculated example. Blemishes are light, 
while the desirability is commendable. Three Dollar gold pieces have 
recently come into their own in terms of demand, and this coin will 
be an ideal representative for either a type or a date set. 

PCGS# 8000. 


5828 1880 MS-63 (Uncertified). From a tantalizingly low original 
mintage of 1,000 business strikes comes this Choice Mint State 
Three-Dollar gold piece. Both sides exhibit full, satiny mint luster 
and warm, light, orange-gold color. While a few wispy abrasions are 
—x noted, we are unable to locate any singularly mentionable blemishes 
save for a tiny obverse spot along the base of Liberty’s neck. Boldly 
struck, and sure to have no difficulty finding its way into an 
advanced collection of U.S. gold. 

PCGS# 8002. 


5829 1883 AU-55 (PCGS). Popular as a low mintage date, with only 
900 examples having been struck, this lovely piece exhibits deep, 
original, golden color and satiny luster that attests to the original, 
prooflike nature of the surfaces. Light wear is evident on the high 
points of the design, while the texture demonstrates the typical traits 
of an Almost Uncirculated gold coin, with the centers showing evi¬ 
dence of handling, while the peripheries retain their brilliance. Only 
a couple, shallow blemishes are apparent, none calling into question 
the status of this coin as being a Choice one in every regard. 
Gorgeous. 

PCGS# 8005. 
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Top-Graded Cameo Proof 1888 
Three-Dollar Indian Princess 

Exceptional PCGS PR-66 CAM 



5830 1888 Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). What an extraordinary coin. It is the top-graded. Cameo designated piece at PCGS, tied with three others at this 
grade level. Two Deep Cameo representatives have been certified by that service, grading PR-65 DCAM and PR-66 DCAM, respectively. PCGS has 
not graded any examples of this date at the PR-67 level or beyond. The ample frost and high grade of this specimen are strong arguments for making 
a case that this is one of the finest examples extant. 

With the highest mintage for Proof issues of Three-Dollar Gold pieces, at 291 examples, this coin can hardly be called common, considering the caveat 
that Proof! hree-Dollar Gold coins are all critically rare. This coin demonstrates the utmost in eye-appeal, with a gratifying, enticing orange-gold color that 
freshens to more of a yellow-gold shade on the obverse. The Cameo effect is rather heavy, with only a slight break in the frost appearing on the neck of Liberty, 
and one must assume this is what prevent the Deep Cameo designation. The frost is thick and creamy, presenting a stunning contrast between the frosted 
devices and the lucid, reflective fields, rhe fields are deeply mirrored, elegandy displaying the smooth, glossy texture of a high-caliber Proof coin. Hairlines are 
not a detraction, as only a couple appear, and these are short and slight in nature. There is a triangular streak of deepening color at the one o’clock position 
on the obverse, mentioned for the sake of accuracy of description, though this is hardly a distraction. As one can imagine of a fine Proof example, the strike 
is needle-sharp, and even' design element is intricately defined. This stately coin is exceptional in every regard, it is a wondrous piece with extraordinary merit, 
for its remarkable allure and general rarity are compelling motivations to place it in one of the finest assemblages of proof U.S. gold coins. 

PCGS Population: 4/0: this figure is for Cameo designated examples. 

PCGS# 88052. 


Splendid Gem 1888 Three-Dollar Indian Princess 

Sparkling NGC MS-65 




5831 1888 MS-65 (NGC). Here is a regal coin, a Gem example of the Three-Dollar Gold Denomination, featuring the Indian Princess Head. Liberty is 
resplendent with her feathery crown atop her head, while her face conveys gentleness and seriousness at the same time. The design is bold, historic and 
attractive, and its appeal is vindicated by the immense popularity this series has enjoyed lately. This piece is adorned with pleasing rose-gold color at 
the peripheries that deepens to more of an orange-gold shade in the centers. Soft, satiny mint luster floats gently on the surfaces, and is present through¬ 
out. The strike is bold and abrasions are few and light, consisting of a few shallow ones in the open, obverse fields. This piece immediately catches one’s 
eye, it is an ideal candidate for a type or date set, since it possesses a charming appearance, one that will be appreciated by any who view it 
PCGS# 8010. r 
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Extraordinary Gem 1889 
Three-Dollar Gold Piece 

Lustrous PCGS MS'65 



5832 1889 MS-65 (PCGS). This was the last year of production for the 
Three-Dollar Gold Piece, with a low mintage figure of just 2,300 
coins. However, many of these were saved, attesting to the growing 
popularity of numismatics and collector demand for this series. The 
two major grading services report a total of 385 examples certified 
in Mint State condition, so they were saved in a pristine state, yet 
they remain scarce. Gems are legitimately rare, as a mere 57 repre¬ 
sentatives reside at grades MS-65 and above. Of course, no one 
knows how many of this figure are phantom resubmissions to the 
grading services, but suffice it to say that the number of available 
Gems is assuredly less. 

This remarkable piece exhibits bright, dazzling luster that is frosty 
and glistening. The overall color is an abundant orange-gold in hue, 
with some rose-gold color evident here and there. Blemishes are not 
really a problem on this beauty, with only a couple, wispy ones pres¬ 
ent, with a single abrasion noted on the obverse, under the letters OF 
in the legend. The surfaces exhibit a rich smoothness that arrests one’s 
senses. The strike is amazingly sharp, and it is essentially full. The 
details of the headdress reflect the fine textures the design was meant 
to convey, looking at this coin is very similar to viewing a fine work 
of art. It is housed in an older, green-label PCGS holder, and its 
extraordinary quality is immediately discernable. 

PCGS Population: 24/11. 

PCGS# 8011. 


Half Eagles 



5833 1804 B. 2-E, Miller-64. Rarity-4. Small Date, Normal 4. AU- 
58 (NGC). Both sides possess a light-yellow color, although it 
deepens a bit towards the peripheries, where we find traces of the 
mint luster that has otherwise worn away through a combination of 
rub and friction. One will see scattered blemishes on both sides of 
this piece, but they are entirely consistent with the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 8085. 



5834 1805 B. 3-E, Miller 74. Rarity-7. AU-50 (ANACS). Offering 
a medium, yellow-gold coloration over lightly rubbed surfaces, this 
AU-50 coin offers the budget-minded type collector an excellent 
opportunity to acquire an appealing representative of the Capped 
Bust right type. Flickers of original mint luster remain around the 
devices, although the majority has been worn away through light 
friction over the passage of time. Neither side presents an abrasion 
worthy of singular mention, and one will observe the lightest hint of 
strike weakness at the junction of the eagles left wing and shield. 

An as-made die crack begins at the rim, and moves through the 0 in the date, and 
into the portrait. 

PCGS# 8088. 
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5835 1808 B. 1-A, Miller-108. Rarity-3. AU-55 (NGC). Simply a 
gorgeous example, with original, deep orange-gold color and some 
remaining luster clinging to the peripheries. The color is warm and 
wholesome, with an olive texture evident closer to the edges. The 
wear is light and even, while the remaining amount of detail is bold 
and distinct. A few stray abrasions can be seen, the evidence of brief 
time in circulation, though these are small and not really a distrac¬ 
tion. The eye-appeal of this magnificent piece is awesome, and the 
originality of its surfaces will be greatly cherished by its new owner. 

As-made die clash marks arc seen on both sides of this example. 

PCGS# 8102. 



5836 1844-C AU-58 (PCGS). Scarce in all grades, with an original 
mintage of 23,631 pieces, the 1844-C Half Eagle is most often 
found in Very Fine or Extremely Fine grades. Given this informa¬ 
tion, and the fact that Mint State pieces are prohibitively rare (only 
10 pieces have been certified as Uncirculated by the two, major grad¬ 
ing services), the appearance of a Choice Almost Uncirculated exam¬ 
ple heralds a very significant opportunity for the collector of Branch 
Mint gold coins. 

This piece is gorgeous, sporting a luminous, yellow-gold color 
and showing only subtle wear on the high points of the design. This 
is most apparent on the eagle’s neck, claws and on the highest curls 
of Liberty’s hair. Light, shallow abrasions dot the surfaces, but these 
are more the signs of a lightly circulated piece than they are detrac 
tions. No single abrasion is heavy or glaring, which is an envious tes¬ 
tament to a high-quality coin. Some luster remains, which can be 
most easily distinguished hy rotating the coin back and forth, while 
the boldness of the remaining details demonstrate the original, 
strong strike of this piece. The eagle’s feathers are very bold, and 
there is an interesting die crack running from the neck, through the 
right wing and to the rim at the 2 o’clock position on the reverse. 
PCGS has certified only 4 representatives of this date and mint in 
AU-58, with only 4 higher, so this compelling coin represents a pow¬ 
erful combination of rarity and desirability. 

PCGS Population: 4/4. 

PCGS# 8220. 



5837 1850-C Winter 14-F. AU-58 (PCGS). The diagnostic as-made 
die crack is in plain evidence on this example, extending from the 
rim to the left of U in UNITED into the leaves and ending in the 
eagle’s left leg. Boasting a lovely medium yellow-gold color over both 
sides that tends towards a deep-orange tone around the devices, both 
obverse and reverse display a modicum of wispy abrasions, although 
none are of singular concern. Solidly struck throughout, one may 
discern a touch of central strike weakness, but it scarcely detracts 
from the overall eye appeal of the piece. 

PCGS# 8244. 


5838 1852-C Winter 18-H. AU-58 (NGC). An impressive piece, with 
satiny surfaces that retain some frosty luster. The prooflike texture 
noticeable around the peripheries around the obverse indicate this 
was a PL coin when it was new. The color is of a rich, honey-gold 
shade that attests to the originality of the coin. Moderate, light 
blemishes mosdy reside in the fields around the devices, which along 
with the subtle wear, are more or less the evidence of light circula¬ 
tion. One narrow abrasion of note is present in the upper-left 
obverse field. Even so, Charlotte Mint gold coins are always popular 
with collectors, who eagerly seek attractive examples, and this coin 
readily qualifies as one that should garner considerable demand. The 
astute collector will notice that Mint State examples are rare, accord¬ 
ing to the Census Report. 

PCGS# 8251. 
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5840 1859-S AU-50 (NGC). A satisfactory, if somewhat lackluster 
example of the issue, both sides show evidence of this coin’s short 
stint in circulation via scattered abrasions uniformly covering both 
sides. Otherwise enveloped in a glow of orange-gold coloration, 
there is a small swirl of tone on the rim above star 2 perhaps worthy 
of inspection, but perhaps not, as this is an entirely original-looking 
piece. 

PCGS# 8283. 


5841 1860 AU-58 (NGC). The obverse of this Liberty Half Eagle has 
acquired fewer abrasions than one might expect at this level of 
preservation, while the reverse is a touch more “baggie” in presenta¬ 
tion. Copious amounts of luster remain on this piece, a coin that 
likely witnessed some commercial use before being plucked out of 
circulation, and an example that will more than satisfy the budget¬ 
conscious consumer. A near ideal representative of the grade for the 
issue, this exemplar is well struck and appealing. 

PCGS# 8284. 


5842 1860-S AU-55 (NGC). Like many of the San Francisco Mint 
Half Eagle deliveries from the 1850s and ‘60s, the 1860-S is a rare 
coin in just about any numeric designation, with most examples of 
nearly every issue having seen considerable wear and tear through 
the everyday channels of commerce. This coin has an enchanting 
yellow-gold appearance, a guise likely stemming from the use of 
western gold in the alloy, and often found in the pioneer fractional 
currency issues of the same era. There are abrasions that befit the 
AU-55 grade, the only one of note on Liberty’s cheek, and a fair 
amount of mint luster remaining in the protected nooks on either 
side. 

PCGS# 8287. 


5839 1856-D Winter 33-BB, the only known dies. AU-58 (NGC). 
A rare issue in Mint State condition, and scarce all-around, this is a 
very appealing example of an elusive Dahlonega Mint date. With 
only 9 examples certified in Mint State by the two major grading 
services, the appearance of a desirable, Choice Almost Uncirculated 
coin of a high caliber is a highly anticipated event for collectors of 
branch mint gold. This one fits the bill, as it has a rich, orange-gold 
texture and satiny smooth surfaces that are bereft of noticeable abra¬ 
sions. Only a few wispy blemishes appear, which along with the very 
light wear evident on the high points, express more the signs of brief 
entry into circulation than anything else. The remaining features of 
the design are quite bold, including the well-defined stars and intri¬ 
cacies of the eagle on the reverse, whose feathers are amazingly well- 
detailed, though a light touch of wear appears on the arrow feathers 
and talons. Ample, frosty luster remains, and this sparkling coin is 
without a doubt, one of the finer AU-58 examples available. 

NGC Census: 19/8. 

PCGS# 8260. 
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5843 1867-S AU-50 (NGC). A low mintage issue from San Francisco 
struck one year after the introduction of the motto “In God We 
Trust.” Possibly due in part to an original mintage of 29,000 pieces, 
Akers (1979) claims the 1867-S to be “very rare in any condi¬ 
tion...[and that] it is only available in circulated grades and low 
grades at that.” A few delicate abrasions do exist on both the obverse 
and reverse, but for a coin that likely saw considerable circulation, 
they are expectable and scarcely detracting, although we feel com¬ 
pelled to note a small tick between stars 1 and 2. A pleasing AU 
example of a challenging issue above EF, this coin will likely please a 
better-date type collector, or high-grade specialist. 

PCGS# 8314. 



5844 1871 -CC Winter 1-A. AU-50 (NGC). As a result of heavy com¬ 
mercial use, examples of the 1871-CC Liberty Half Eagles typically 
come heavily abraded and worn. While this piece undoubtedlv saw 
a short stint in circulation, it reveals evidence of this use almost 
exclusively in the realm of rub, as even a casual glance will inform 
:‘«e viewer that this CC-mint example has escaped with an uncom¬ 
monly low number of abrasions for an AU-50 coin. Twinges of lus¬ 
ter remain, but they have been pushed to the peripheries on either 
side, and while some of the detail has been rendered somewhat soft 
via rub over the highpoints, a close inspection will reveal a bold-to- 
sharp strike throughout. 

PCGS# 8323. 



5845 1872-S AU-55 (NGC). Vestiges of luster remain around the stars, 
portrait and reverse details on this AU-55 S-mint Half Eagle, but the 
bulk of this effect has worn away through a combination of light 
wear and friction. Medium-orange gold colored throughout, with 
none of the wispy abrasions often seen on examples of this era, one 
will observe some scattered ticks, but these are certainly normal for 
a coin of this grade. Nicely struck, and strong for the grade. 

PCGS# 8327. 



5846 1874 AU-58 (NGC). With NGC certifying only 3 coins finer 
than the example in the present lot, it seems the 1979 Akers com¬ 
ment that the ‘74 Liberty Half Eagle is “very rare in ail grades [with] 
most known specimens in the VF to EF range” holds true even 
today. From a limited original delivery of 3,508 pieces comes this 
Choice AU representative, an example with blemishes often found 
on gold coins of this rather large size that saw a short stint in circu¬ 
lation. Nevertheless, we note very little rub over the highpoints, and 
although friction has removed most of the luster in the fields, it has 
left behind a pleasing brilliant, nearly prooflike finish. 

PCGS# 8333. 
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5847 1874-CC Winter 1-B. EF-45 (PCGS). Born from an original 
Carson City mintage of 21,198 pieces, the 1874 is similar in avail¬ 
ability to the 1871-CC, and thus it is one of the more plentiful pre- 
1879 deliveries in this branch mint series. One must note however, 
that the ‘74-CC is considerably more scarce than any post-1878 
deliveries, except of course the ‘81-CC. A generally alluring piece for 
a circulated example of the issue, both sides display a yellow-gold 
coloration, and the occasional touch of mint luster, mostly in the 
protected nooks around the obverse and reverse legends and devices. 
For having endured 25 points of wear, the design motifs are bold in 
definition, likely an indicator of a quality strike, further evidenced 
by crisp delineation on nearly every obverse star. 

PCGS# 8334. 



5848 1878-CC Winter 1-A, the only known dies. EF-40 (PCGS). A 
rare coin in all grades, the 1878-CC Half Eagle was originally pro¬ 
duced to the tune of just 9,054 pieces. PCGS has certified a grand 
total of just 54 examples in all grades, though a mere 26 of these are 
at the EF-40 level and above, and none are in Mint State condition. 
For their part, NGC has only graded a single example in Mint State 
condition, a lone MS-63 representative. Therefore, this is a coin of 
considerable significance. 

Endowed with a rich, honey-gold color that deepens at the 
peripheries to more of an olive-gold shade, this coin has nearly 
immaculate surfaces that exhibit the best in quality offered for this 
grade level. Many EF gold coins are scruffy, or have detracting color 
or other blemishes. This is not the case with this wonderful coin, it 
exhibits smooth, light, even wear, while displaying only a few, shal¬ 
low abrasions. The stars are all well-struck, and the eagle retains con¬ 
siderable detail, though this is a circulated piece. There are slight 
traces of luster clinging to the peripheral elements, lending further 
credence to the thought that is a coin of incredibly high quality for 
its respective grade. Knowledgeable numismatists will immediately 
recognize the desirability of this piece, both in terms of its marvelous 
eye-appeal, and for its general rarity. Bid accordingly. 

PCGS Population: 7/19; none of the higher graded examples are in Mint State con¬ 
dition. 

PCGS# 8346. 


5849 1880-S MS-63 (PCGS). A gorgeous piece with glistening, frosty 
luster, scattered light abrasions and a sharp strike. The overall color 
is of a pleasant, orange-gold shade. 

PCGS# 8353. 


SSStMSSl-S MS-63 PL (NGC). The mostly brilliant finish, a byprod¬ 
uct of highly polished dies, have robbed this piece of essentially all 
luster, save for some satiny mint bloom towards the edges of the 
obverse. Threaded throughout the warm orange-gold color are whis¬ 
pers of reddish-gold hue, and we note a few scattered, and mostly 
trivial blemishes for the sake of accuracy. 

PCGS# 8357. 

5851 1882 MS-62 (PCGS). A bright piece with glistening luster, a bold 
strike and scattered, shallow abrasions that are commensurate for the 
modest grade. 

PCGS# 8358. 

5852 1884 MS-61 (NGC). A typical MS survivor of this underrated 
issue, 1884 Half Eagles were struck to the tune of 191,078 pieces, 
and although usually considered a common date, it is, according to 
Akers (1979), “actually quite scarce, more so in fact than the 1883.” 
This coin still possesses a considerable amount of original and satiny 
mint luster, most notably on the reverse where we find very little 
impairment of said feature. With a bold strike, and a captivating 
orange-gold colored appearance, this strictly Uncirculated piece will 
make a fine representative of the type. 

PCGS# 8364. 

5853 1886 MS-63 (PCGS). A highly lustrous piece that also has a sharp 
strike and attractive, orange-gold color. There is some haziness pres¬ 
ent on the obverse, which looks like it was due to past handling. The 
abrasions are commensurate with the grade. 

PCGS# 8369. 


5854 1899 MS-64 (PCGS). A handsome piece that presents the viewer 
with silky smooth surfaces that have a pleasant orange-gold color, 
with some traces of a rose-gold hue around the central devices. 
Abrasions are remarkably light, while the strike is strong and the lus¬ 
ter is frosty. 

PCGS# 8398. 
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5855 1901-S MS-64 (PCGS). Bold, orange-gold color adorns this spec¬ 
tacular piece, which also has rich, glistening luster and a strong strike. 
Only a few, shallow and light abrasions are present, and none of these 
prove to be distracting. Overall, this is quite a handsome coin. 

PCGS# 8404. 


Lustrous, Beautiful 
1902-S Liberty Half Eagle 

NGC-graded MS-67 


5856 1902-S MS-67 (NGC). The 1902-S Liberty Half Eagle is one of 
the most common dates of the series, with examples readily available 
through the Gem levels of preservation. There are a few collectors, 
however, who demand only the finest quality, those who are not con¬ 
tent to settle for the simply one of the best. These are often special¬ 
ists in the field, U.S. gold enthusiasts of the highest order who sim¬ 
ply will not accept a Gem when a Superb Gem example exists. For 
these aficionados, we offer a phenomenal MS-67 Half Eagle, a sim¬ 
ply amazing representative of the issue that will satisfy nigh any future 
owner, for it is as close to the ideal S-mint delivered Liberty Five as 
imaginable. Both sides are possessed of a rich, medium-orange gold 
color sporting highlights of rose-gold hues at certain indirect light 
angles. Drenched in spectacular luster, this piece has retained mag¬ 
nificent cartwheel effect, spiraling light in cascading waves of frosty 
mint bloom. Rest assured that any and all abrasions are slender in 
nature, none of which come anywhere near being worthy of inclusion 
in this description. With just 1 coin certified finer, we have difficulty 
believing that any of the other 9 Superb Gems could possibly possess 
greater eye appeal, so look closely, but prepare a solid bid, for this coin 
will have a strong following at auction time. 

NGC Census: 10; just 1 finer in MS-68. 

PCGS# 8406. 



5857 1904 MS-66 (PCGS). Here is a delightful gold piece in an impres¬ 
sive level of preservation. Although this is considered a common date, 
there are only 15 pieces certified by PCGS in MS-66 condition, with 
only one finer, this is an important note for Registry Set participants to 
observe, or for that matter, any collector who appreciates the superb 
qualities of a beautiful, high-end, Mint State gold coin. The surfaces 
radiate with frosty luster, the texture is smooth as silk, while the strike 
is needle sharp, being just a whisper of minor detail away from being 
full. The color is a splendid, vibrant olive-gold, while as can be imag¬ 
ined, there are only a couple, minuscule abrasions. If one were to 
describe the coin in a single word, then that would be pristine. 

PCGS Population: 15/1. 

PCGS# 8409. 


5858 1904 MS-64 (PCGS). Possessing silky smooth surfaces and attrac¬ 
tive, rose-gold color that deepens to more of an olive shade at the 
peripheries, this desirable Half Eagle is very appealing. It is a well- 
struck, lustrous example with only shallow abrasions, which are light 
and not readily discernable. 

PCGS# 8409. 


5859 1906-D MS-63 (PCGS). Both sides of this piece are possessed of 
exceptional and swirling cartwheel luster, especially in light of its 
Choice Uncirculated grade. Boldly impressed, with nary an area of 
strike weakness in evidence, and offering a lovely sheen of deeply set 
orange-gold color. Housed in a PCGS holder with light-green insert. 

PCGS# 8414. 
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5860 1907 MS-64 (PCGS). A remarkable piece that possesses satiny 
smooth surfaces, frosty luster and pleasant, rose-gold color. The 
strike is strong and the abrasions are relatively light and well within 
the parameters for the Choice grade. 

PCGS# 8416. 


5861 1908 Indian. MS-64 (PCGS). Glistening with bright, yellow- 
gold color and frosty luster, this gorgeous piece also features a sharp 
strike and only a few blemishes. These are scattered throughout, and 
are shallow and minor in nature. The luminous appearance of this 
coin is immediately arresting and eye-catching. 

PCGS# 8510. 


5862 1908 Indian. MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid example of the first year 
of issue for the Indian Head Half Eagle, this piece is endowed with 
satiny-smooth surfaces that emanate with luster and contain few 
blemishes. The strike is bold and the color is a pleasing, yellow-gold 
shade. There are no mentionable detractions that would call into 
question the desirable, Choice grade. 

PCGS# 8510. 


5863 1908-S MS-64 (PCGS). The 1908-S issue is an excellent choice to 
represent the type, as its production quality was generally high. The 
present example does not disappoint, as it is a lustrous, frosty coin 
that exhibits few abrasions. The strike is strong, and the absence of 
'^. glaring blemishes is evidence of this piece’s status as a Choice one. 
The color is of a most satisfying, orange-gold hue. It is housed in an 
older, green-label PCGS holder, and is a fine representative of a 
mintmarked, first-year-of-issue type. 

PCGS# 8512. 


5864 1909-D MS-64 (PCGS). An attractive, smooth-textured example 
with pleasing, yellow-gold color and hints of an olive-gold shade on 
the reverse. Abrasions are remarkably light, the strike is bold and 
ample, frosty luster adorns the surfaces. Housed in an older, green- 
label PCGS holder. 

PCGS# 8514. 

5865 1909-D MS-61 (NGC). This is an issue that almost always comes 
well struck, with frosty mint luster, and a rich highly variable col¬ 
oration. For these reasons, it consistently performs well on bourse 
floors, and the coin in the present lot will surely fill its role well. The 
color changes from a light-yellow appearance, to a more deep, 
orange-gold tone here and there, and although there are perhaps a 
few more wispy abrasions than one may hope, the quality of strike 
surely compensates for any such distraction. 

PCGS# 8514. 
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5866 1912 MS-64 (PCGS). Basically common in all grades through Choice 
Uncirculated, the 1912 Indian Half Eagle is an issue that becomes increas¬ 
ingly challenging in near-Gem to Gem BU grades, and in fact, PCGS has 
graded no representative of this delivery finer than the example in the pres¬ 
ent lot. Akers (1988) heralds MS-64 pieces as “seldom available,” and clas¬ 
sifies them at the R-6 level of availability, a theory seemingly defused by 
the MS population numbers, but these statistics are surely inflated by 
resubmissions. Students of the series know the difficulty in locating an 
original-looking MS-64 or MS-65, and U.S. gold collectors will be 
pleased with this very coin, as one will find that the rose-gold hues that 
highlight the otherwise rich orange-gpld surfaces speak volumes about the 
originality of this piece. Although there are few slender distractions at this 
level of preservation, none of the decry elucidation in this description, save 
for a tenuous abrasion before the portrait. 

PCGS# 8523. 



5867 1912 MS-63 (NGC). Dominated by a deeply entrenched rose- 
gold color, this Indian Half Eagle certainly ranks among the most 
aesthetically appealing examples of the issue that we have seen in this 
grade. Fresh, and wholly original-looking, both sides are simply roil¬ 
ing in flashy mint luster. We denote just a trace of strike weakness 
over the reverse highpoints, and neither the obverse nor the reverse 
presents an abrasion worthy of singular report for a Choice 
Uncirculated example of this somewhat common Indian Five. 

PCGS# 8523. 


Stunning 1915 Matte Proof Half Eagle 

PCGS-graded MS-65 



5868 1915 Proof-65 (PCGS). Examples of this P-mint produced Half Eagle are perhaps more difficult to locate than the casual observer might think. 
Similar to other proof deliveries dated 1908-1915, the already seemingly paltry number of proofs coined in this year, standing at a mere 75 pieces, 
more than accommodated collector demand, with the result that many were unsold and later melted down for their bullion content. For some rea¬ 
son, the matte-proof finish was never popular amongst the numismatically inclined public, perhaps because the coin wasn’t “shiny,” but todays 
advanced collector of U.S. gold recognizes this issues true rarity, especially in light of the fact that PCGS has certified a mere 12 pieces with this matte 
finish. Thus, we are most pleased to offer what Akers (1979) calls ' arguably the rarest of this [the Indian Half Eagle] design,” and let us assure all inter¬ 
ested parties, it is tremendous. Brilliantly impressed by a powerful blow from the dies, the devices and legends resound with exceptional clarity. The 
surfaces offer none but the most inane of distractions, showing no readily visible evidence of mishandling or maltreatment. A true find for the 
advanced and/or refined collector, sure to be a centerpiece in any set of modern gold coinage. 

PCGS Population: 8/1. 

PCGS# 9546. 
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5873 1851 AU-58 (NGC). For a date that Akers (as per his 1988 book) 
qualifies as being “rare and underrated in all grades,” the ‘51 Liberty 
Ten is still a sleeper, even in the higher AU designations, with nei¬ 
ther NGC nor PCGS certifying more than a handful at the Mint 
State levels of preservation. The current example has managed to 
retain a considerable amount of mint luster in the protected areas 
near the border and devices on both sides, and while scattered abra¬ 
sions appear on the obverse and reverse, they are entirely commen¬ 
surate with the numeric grade and modest in proportion. 

PCGS# 8606. 


5874 1854-S AU-58 (NGC). Despite being one of the more frequently 
encountered dates of the No Motto series, the 1854-S is a legitimate 
condition rarity in the Uncirculated levels of preservation. As such, 
this is an underrated and challenging issue in the series, a fact per¬ 
haps- obscured by its somewhat modest original mintage figure of 
123,826 pieces, and thus this richly colored example is likely to serve 
well in a high-end date or specialist set of U.S. gold. The very light 
friction over the highpoints does little to inhibit the eye appeal of 
this coin, as it is a lustrous coin that reveals only the most trivial of 
blemishes. Rich orange gold coloration reveals itself as the piece dips 
into a light, and we note the strike as one of clarity and boldness. 

PCGS# 8615. 


5875 1856 AU-58 (NGC). Typically abraded for an Eagle of this era, 
mint, and grade, this 1856 Liberty Ten was the recipient of a bold 
and even strike, evidenced by the mostly uniform wear and detail 
over both sides. A vertical tick at stars 1 -3 is the only mentionable 
blemish, and for a piece that likely saw a short stint in circulation, 
this coin exhibits an ample amount of mint luster, although most of 
it resides at the peripheries. Medium-orange gold in color, and pre¬ 
senting an overall pleasing appearance. 

PCGS# 8619. 


5869 1919-D MS-61. While not an MS-63 Indian Half Eagle as noted 
on the NTC holder, this coin is indeed an Uncirculated example of 
the issue. There are blemishes over the balance of the coin, and we 
note darker residue on a prime obverse focal area. Yellowish-gold in 
appearance, and a recipient of a quality strike, this piece will make 
an affordable representative of the series for an economically con¬ 
scious type collector. 

PCGS# 8530. 

Eagles 


5870 1841 AU-58 (NGC). This lightly rubbed 1841 Liberty Ten shows 
signs of light friction, but this effect has generally been confined to 
the highpoints of the obverse and reverse devices. Although most of 
the original mint bloom has disappeared from the surfaces of this 
Gem, a significant remainder clings to the peripheries on both sides. 
Yellow-gold colored in presentation, a close inspection will reveal 
abrasions entirely commensurate with Choice AU grade. 

PCGS# 8582. 


5871 1843 AU-55 (NGC). A scarce date that becomes exceedingly rare in 
Mint State condition, with the top grade assigned by both of the major 
grading services to be MS-61 (one each). Choice Almost Uncirculated 
representatives are scarce to rare, as NGC has certified only 29 examples 
at the AU-55 level, with a mere 15 pieces grading higher. The present 
coin is attractive, with an abundant, honey-gold texture and even wear. 
The surfaces are peppered with tiny abrasions, yet the design features are 
quite bold and distinct. The original, satiny surfaces still peer through all 
the signs of handling, with some luster still remaining. 

PCGS# 8588. 

5872 1850 Large Date. AU-50 (PCGS). Irrespective of the wispy abra¬ 
sions that cover both sides of this piece, it remains an attractive, if 
lightly circulated, Liberty Eagle. A recipient of a powerful strike, nei¬ 
ther side is possessed of noteworthy areas of weakness, but the 20 
points of wear have been distributed evenly over all designs. 
Presenting a light, yellow-gold colored appearance, this piece is a 
likely candidate for inclusion within a dated set of U.S. gold. 

PCGS# 8603. 
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5876 1862 AU-58 (NGC). Light friction has relegated the tender and satiny luster to the protected recesses on both sides of this piece, but it has done 
little to effect the balance of the coin, as we find bold-to-sharp detail over the major focal points. Typically abraded for the grade and era, neither side 
of this Liberty Eagle offers distraction of singular importance, and a careful student will be rewarded with an authentic-appearing, medium orange- 
gold color throughout. 

PCGS# 8635. 


Regal 1864 Proof Liberty Eagle 

Marvelous NGC Proof-64 Ultra Cameo 



5877 1 «64 Proof-64 Ultra Cameo (NGC). With a combined certified population, from both PCGS and NGC, of 24 pieces, the 1864 Proof No Motto Eagle 
is a lare coin, as are all Proof Eagles of this type. No doubt the certified population includes coins that have been submined several times, yet this informa- 
i.on bears out the fact that no representative of this date has been graded above Proof-65. Information presented in a recent book, by Garrett and Guth 
(Encyclopedia of U.S. Gold C.oins, 1795-1933, 2006) reveals that only four examples have sold via public auction in the years from 1991 to 2005, and 
these had an average grade of Proof-64. I he auction record was set for a PCGS Proof-65 example in January, 2005, selling for $149,500. This data is sig¬ 
nificant, because these coins appear for sale infrequently, and the collector requires pertinent information to get an accurate picture of rarity and perceived 
/alue, since population and census figures are not sufficient enough to determine rarity. Therefore, this is a rare coin of immense importance. 

Boasting lovely Deep Cameo devices and lettering, with the frosting both heavy and gratifyingly creamy, this magnificent coin possesses remark¬ 
able eye appeal. The texture is a gorgeous, bright yellow-gold on the devices, while the reflective fields are more of a deep, rich honey-gold shade. The 
mirrored surfaces demonstrate full reflectivity; they are watery, smooth and completely free from haze and cloudiness. There are a few, light hairlines 
around the central devices on both sides, yet these are typical for the Choice grade and do not detract from the attractiveness of the coin. The strike 
is full, generously showing all of the features of the design in intricate definition. 

Not all pieces have the bold Deep Cameo frost of this specimen, as there are only 13 pieces with this designation certified by the two major grad¬ 
ing services, and some of these, as has been mentioned, are sure to represent resubmissions, as the auction data from 1991-2005 demonstrably sug¬ 
gests there are significantly fewer extant pieces. What we have here is a beautiful example, breathtaking for both its aesthetic appeal and demonstra¬ 
tive rarity. It will be probably be quite some time before it appears at auction again. 

NGC Census: 7/3. 

PCGS# 88800. 
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5878 1868-S AU-53 (NGC). The devices and legends show uniform 
wear across their highpoints, as this coin certainly saw a short stint 
in circulation, but the balance of this piece shows strong strike detail 
and the usual portion of abrasions on a coin of this size, the only 
noteworthy tick appearing on the jawline of Liberty. Resplendent in 
its greenish-gold sheen, one will observe a dot of color at star 10, and 
remnants of what was likely roiling luster in the protected surface 
area. 

PCGS# 8654. 

5879 1880 MS-62 (PCGS). Frosty in this strictly Uncirculated grade, 
we offer an appealing example of the Liberty Eagle series that will be 
a wonderful addition to any high-grade type set. Free from all but 
the most trivial of distractions, and blessed with a warm, honey-gold 
color. 

PCGS# 8687. 

5880 1882 MS-63 (PCGS). Lovely, orange-gold color deepens to more 
of an olive shade around the peripheries, with plenty of frosty luster 
throughout. The strike is strong on the central devices, while a cou¬ 
ple of the stars show some faintness. Abrasions are light and shallow, 
while the eye-appeal is a definite plus. 

PCGS# 8695. 


5881 1883 MS-63 (NGC). Whatever wispy abrasions one may locate on 
this piece will surely be outweighed by the exceptional mint luster. 
Dressed in a light, orange-gold color throughout, with accents of 
medium-orange hues near the peripheries, we find this to be a whol¬ 
ly satisfying and quite rare example of this otherwise moderately 
scarce date. 

NGC has certified only 5 representatives of the issue finer. 

PCGS# 8699. 



5882 1883-CC AU-55 (NGC). A significant coin, thanks to its status 
as a rare date, with merely 12,000 pieces originally minted. The 
NGC Census Report bears out its rarity, as only 159 have been cer¬ 
tified in all grades, and some of this figure assuredly represents resub- 
- missions. The rarity becomes even more pronounced as one moves 
up the ladder of condition, with a single, MS-61 example represent¬ 
ing the top grade. The present piece is an eminently desirable AU- 
55 example, and NGC has only certified 18 others in a higher grade 
than this. Possessing the rough texture and light wear of a slightly 
circulated gold coin, the original surface texture peers through, 
demonstrating this coin was a prooflike one when it was struck. The 
remaining level of detail is quite distinct, with exemplary definition 
in the stars and on the feathers and claws of the eagle. The overall 
color is of a lovely, orange-gold shade. The collector of Carson City 
gold coins will cherish this remarkable piece, knowing it is one of the 
better examples extant. Bid accordingly. 

PCGS# 8700. 


5883 1886 MS-63 (NGC). A handsome coin with gorgeous, orange- 
gold color that is complemented nicely by the. presence of rose-gold 
color around the peripheries. The strike is sharp, except for the last 
star, to the right of the date. The detail visible on the eagles feathers 
and talons is intricately defined. The luster is bold and frosty, while 
the moderate abrasions are what one would expect for this grade 
level. This is a significant example of a conditionally rare date that is 
bested by only two higher-graded representatives at NGC, both of 
these residing at the MS-64 level. This fact adds further importance 
to this coin, because its status as an attractive MS-63 example makes 
it substantially desirable. 

NGC Census: 25/2. 

PCGS# 8708. 
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5884 1886-S MS-62 (PCGS). An attractive coin that exhibits thick, 
frosty luster, a sharp strike and bright, yellow-gold color. Abrasions 
are typical of the assigned grade, yet none are overtly obtrusive. 

PCGS# 8709. 

5885 1888-S MS-62 (NGC). A boldly struck piece that exhibits attrac¬ 
tive, honey-gold color, lustrous surfaces and the scattered abrasions 
one would expect at this grade level, though these are mostly light 
for an MS-62 example. 

PCGS# 8714. 

5886 1895 MS-63 (PCGS). A fully struck piece that is endowed with 
bold, orange-gold color and frosty luster throughout. Moderate, 
light abrasions account for the MS-63 grade, though this is a very 
attractive piece overall. 

PCGS# 8732. 

5887 1899 MS-63 (PCGS). Boating rich, orange-gold color and scintil¬ 
lating luster, this piece also has a bold strike and definite eye-appeal. 
Several wispy abrasions account for the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 8742. 

5888 1901 AU-58 (PCGS). Bold, orange and rose-gold color charac¬ 
terizes this piece, which has ample glistening luster. The abrasions 
are mostly mild, though two of note reside on the obverse, one on 
the cheek and the other on the base of the bust, toward the back. 

PCGS# 8747. 

5889 1902-S MS-63 (PCGS). Scintillating luster and attractive, yellow- 
gold color are the main features of this piece, along with a generous 
strike and a only a few, wispy-type abrasions. 

PCGS# 8751. 

5890 1904 MS-62 (PCGS). Strong, flashy orange-gold color which is 
complemented nicely by the presence of sizzling luster. The strike is 
bold and the light, wispy-type abrasions are commensurate with the 
modest, assigned grade. 

PCGS# 8755. 

5891 1907 Liberty. MS-63 (PCGS). Sporting gorgeous, yellow-gold 
color and silky smooth surfaces, this highly lustrous piece also has a 
generous strike and its shallow abrasions are mostly apparent on the 
reverse, adjacent to the eagle. 

PCGS# 8763. 



5892 1908 Motto. MS-63 (PCGS). A gorgeous example of the first year 
of issue for the Motto on Reverse Indian Head Eagle, this piece 
exhibits a well-detailed strike, pleasing yellow-gold surfaces and a 
texture that is lustrous and smooth, yet it is more matte in nature 
than frosty. Abrasions are commensurate with the assigned grade, yet 
none are heavy or obtrusive. The pleasant, luminous surfaces offer 
plenty of appeal. 

PCGS# 8859. 
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5893 1911 MS-62 (NGC). At just 30,100 pieces, the 1911-D has the 
lowest original mintage figure for the entire series, a fact that has 
contributed to the issue’s enduring popularity among legions of U.S. 
gold collectors. Akers (1988) writes that the ‘11-D “cannot be easi¬ 
ly located in any Mint State grade, not even MS-60, and above the 
basic Mint State level, the population dwindles to almost nothing.” 
This Indian Eagle is soundly struck throughout, although there are 
trivial areas of weakness on both sides, and we of course denote the 
usual abrasions one might expect at the MS-62 level of preservation. 
With lovely, deep-looking orange-gold coloration, and frosty luster, 
this coin will undoubtedly draw attention at lot viewing. 

PCGS# 8868. 



5894 1911-D AU-55 (NGC). The key date of the series and an ever- 
popular issue, this piece exhibits light wear on its high points, and 
desirable, attractive, yellow-gold color. Ample luster remains, evi¬ 
dent throughout, though a few abrasions are visible on the reverse 
eagle. Even so, this is an exciting opportunity for collectors, who 
often seek an attractive, Almost Uncirculated example to add to their 
holdings. The competition for this Choice piece should prove to be 
intense. 

PCGS# 8869. 


Outstanding 1913-S 
Indian Eagle in PCGS MS-63 



5895 1913-S MS-63 (PCGS). In an absolute sense, the 1913-S is one 
of the rarest issues in the entire Indian Eagle series, with an original 
mintage of 66,000 pieces. Its scarcity is well known by nigh every 
collector of U.S. gold, and when an example comes up for auction, 
it invariably appears in the mid-circulated VF to EF grade range. As 
Akers most apdy proclaims in his 1980 tome, “this date is, without 
question, one of the stoppers of the series for a collector trying to 
assemble a nice Uncirculated set.” Whether the majority of coins 
entered the channels of commercial use, or somehow found their 
way into melting pots, it is difficult for us to say, but nevertheless 
collectors are left to deal with the difficulty in obtaining a MS rep¬ 
resentative of the issue. 

In this lot, we offer a Choice Uncirculated example in an older, 
green insert-variant PCGS holder. Akers (1988) qualifies an MS-63 
coin of this issue as “extremely rare,” and as we have handled far 
fewer of this date in BU grades with far less frequency than just 
about any other issue in the series, we tend to concur with this 
assertion. A lustrous example is a rare find, and while the luster on 
this coin may be just a touch subdued as is so typical for the date, 
it still has plenty of cartwheel effect as the piece rotates under a 
lamp. Commingled with this satiny sheen is the trenchant and cut¬ 
ting original-looking coloration, which presents in a lovely orange- 
to-rose gold sheen that lovingly envelopes slightly as-made granular 
surfaces. All abrasions are strictly commensurate with the grade, 
and none are individually mentionable in this preservation level. 
This is truly a coin that cannot be missed, and it is a hallmark of 
authenticity for those who crave such aesthetic appeal. 

PCGS# 8874. 
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The Finest-Known PCGS-Graded PR-66 
Matte-Proof 1915 Indian Ten 



5896 1915 Proof-66 (PCGS). The final year of proof Indian Eagle production saw a P-mint delivery of just 75 pieces, a number that seems absurdly low 
by today’s standards. This figure was low even by early-20th century standards as well, for there was little-to-no-collector demand or interest in this 
derided format, with the result that very few were sold, and the bulk of the production run was destroyed. Akers (1980) estimates that “proofs of 1915 
are extremely rare, almost as rare as those of 1912, and no more than 20 pieces have survived.” A quick glance at the PCGS Population Report and 
the NGC C.ensus essentially confirms this hypothesis, with a combined certified population of no more that 40 coins through all levels of preserva¬ 
tion, and these numbers themselves are in all likelihood artificially inflated by resubmissions. Nevertheless, examples of this issue are today not slan¬ 
dered for their subdued presentation, but lauded for their extreme rarity and dynamic beauty, and our offering of this condition-census Gem is the 
epitome of this aesthetic grace and allure. With arguably the finest design ever to grace a planchet in the history of numismatics, the Augustus Saint- 
Gaudens designs stand in exceptional relief on this coin, a recipient of a virtually unparalleled strike. Embraced by a khaki-gold colored presentation, 
a close inspection will fail to reveal even the meekest of abrasions that fail to agree with the lofty numeric designation. Shimmering in its sparkling, 
sandblast, granular finish, this is a piece of consummate numismatic beauty for the issue, and a coin that will satiate the burning desires of the most 
astute of numismatists. 

PCGS Population: I; with none finer. 

PCGS# 8897. 




5897 1932 MS-63 (PCGS). A bright piece with frosty, glistening luster, a bold strike and scattered, shallow abrasions. The luminous surfaces are ablaze 
with the luster, which is quite appealing. One abrasion of note resides upon the jaw, and is noted for accuracy. 

PCGS# 8884. 
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5900 1855-S AU-58 (NGC). Akers (1982) characterizes the 1855-S as 
“scarce” at the AU designation, and both our experience and the popula¬ 
tion data supports this theory, as NGC certifies just 23 finer examples in 
all grades. Like nearly all Double Eagles, this example shows a smattering 
\ of abrasions on both sides, but none of them are individually noteworthy, 
save for a couple small ticks in the left-reverse field just below the eagles 
wing. An area of darker coloration should be observed atTE in STATES, 
but the balance of the piece displays a medium-gold appearance. 

PCGS# 8916. 


5901 1857 AU-58 (PCGS). Satiny mint luster bounds over both sides 
of this AU-58 Liberty Double Eagle, cartwheeling light as the coin 
rotates under a lamp. Although an example that reveals abrasions 
spread evenly on both the obverse and reverse, they all abide by the 
confines of the designated grade, and none of them merit individual 
mention. Boldly if not sharply impressed, this will be an solid exem¬ 
plar of the type for the U.S. gold enthusiast. 

An as-struck planchet flaw is located on the lower-right reverse, surrounded by a few 
streaks of die grease. 

PCGS# 8920. 


Double Eagles 


5898 1851 AU-58 (NGC). The obverse of this AU-58 appears largely bril¬ 
liant, since the satiny finish is confined to the areas immediately sur¬ 
rounding the stars and portrait, while the reverse is nearly uniform in 
its lustrous appearance. Had it not been for the somewhat subdued 
presentation, this coin may very well have graded higher, since there are 
few grade limiting abrasions, and the strike was one of quality. 

PCGS# 8904. 


5899 1854 Small Date. AU-58 (PCGS). As almost all collectors of 
Liberty Twenties know, these large planchets tended to attract bag- 
marks and abrasions. Be that as it may, this piece has an abundance 
of satiny mint luster, although it has been primarily relegated to the 
recessed areas around the devices and legends. Hints of rose-gold 
coloration are noted on and around Liberty, while remainder of the 
coin is yellow-gold in appearance. 

There is a moderately sized as-struck planchet flaw between stars 12 and 13. 

PCGS# 8911. 
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5902 1860 AU-58 (PCGS). Satiny luster deeply commingles with the 
medium orange-gold coloration found on both sides of this coin, 
and while scattered abrasions reveal themselves on both the obverse 
and reverse, they are in strict accordance with the assigned grade. 
Since the majority of surviving examples are found between the 
grades of EF-40 and AU-55, and only a couple handfuls of survivors 
exist beyond the MS grade, this lovely Choice AU example of the 
1860 Liberty Double Eagle is a quality coin for the budget-minded 
collector. 

PCGS# 8929. 


5904 1874-S MS-61 (NGC). Similar to the 1878-S in terms of overall 
and condition rarity, the ‘74-S is conditionally challenging even in 
the lower MS grades, this despite its relatively high original mintage 
figure of more than 1.2 million pieces. With the present lot we offer 
an MS-61 survivor with satiny and lustrous surfaces, and an exam¬ 
ple with slender and singularly inconspicuous abrasions. The domi¬ 
nant color is that of luxuriant orange-gold, with highlights of rose- 
gold tinting in places, and the strike is bold, if perhaps just a touch 
weak over the central highpoints. 

PCGS# 8972. 



5903 1866-S No Motto. EF-45 (NGC). The 1886-S No Motto Liberty 
Twenty is among the rarest Double Eagles in the entire series in 
almost any condition, and according to Akers (1982), is second 
among “S-mint issues only to the Paquet, and 28th overall in the 
entire 204 coin series.” Indeed, this same author had “never even 
heard a rumor of a Mint State piece,” and a study of the population 
and census data from the two major certification services supports 
hi r assertion, with no account of a coin grading higher than AU-58. 
As such, this circulated example of the issue will be more than ade¬ 
quate for an advanced collector of U.S. gold coinage, for despite hav¬ 
ing seen a not inconsiderable amount of commercial use, it has 
retained a remarkable degree of eye appeal. Plentiful mint luster 
remains in the protected devices that immediately surround the leg¬ 
ends and devices, more so on the reverse than obverse. Yellowish- 
gold colored in appearance, there are the usual ticks and abrasions 
for an EF-45 coin of this size, none of them warranting individual 
description, except for a few slender blemishes beneath Liberty’s 
chin. 

PCGS# 8950. 



5905 1876 MS-61 (PCGS). With all stars well-defined, this sharply 
struck piece blazes with glistening luster and satiny surfaces. It has 
the look of a higher grade, yet a few wispy blemishes reside on 
Liberty’s cheek, and some shallow abrasions are scattered about both 
sides. Even so, this coin offers a lot of flash and appeal for an MS-61 
representative. 

PCGS# 8976. 
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5909 1888-S MS-63 (PCGS). A splendid Double Eagle that contains 
abundant, deep-orange-gold color and shimmering luster. The strike 
is essentially full and relatively few blemishes reside upon the gor¬ 
geous surfaces, these consisting of a few shallow abrasions and wispy 
- blemishes. Even so, the wholesome, original color and lack of any 
serious detractions make this coin quite an attractive one for its 
assigned grade. 

PCGS# 9009. 


5906 1884-S MS-63 (PCGS). Especially subject to abrasions and blem¬ 
ishes due to their large size and storage methods, Liberty Double 
Eagles typically come heavily bagmarked, but the Choice 
Uncirculated example in the present lot has managed to endure as 
reasonably smooth-looking for more than 120 years. Possessed of a 
rich, deep-orange gold coloration, and a bold-to-sharp strike, we 
find little to report in terms of outward distractions, save for a small 
dot of dark toning on the eagle’s left wing, with the piece generally 
presenting at an even higher numeric grade. 

PCGS has certified only 13 examples of this S-mint delivery finer than the present 
example. 

PCGS# 9002. 


5907 1885-S MS-63 (PCGS). Frosty and lustrous, with blazing yellow- 
gold coloration, neither side of this MS-63 Liberty Twenty presents 
an abrasion that fails to comply with the assigned grade. The details 
have been sharply raised throughout, and with few examples certi¬ 
fied finer at PCGS, this piece is a likely candidate for a dated collec¬ 
tion of Liberty gold. 

PCGS# 9005. 

5908 1885-S MS-62 (ANACS). Lustrous and smooth-looking for the 
grade, the obverse and reverse of this strictly Uncirculated Liberty 
Double Eagle offer none but the most expectable of distractions. A 
solidly struck example of the issue, one will observe a rich and deep 
golden-orange color throughout. 

PCGS# 9005. 


Fabulous NGC MS-64 
1890-S Liberty Twenty 


5910 1890-S MS-64 (NGC). Examples of the 1890 S-mint Liberty 
Double Eagle issue are similar in rarity to the 1880-S, and marked¬ 
ly more scarce than any of the issues that follow in the series. The 
majority of coins fall in the VF through AU grade range, and indeed 
Akers (1980) writes that “choice mint state examples are scarce, if 
not rare.” A look at the NGC Census will support this theory, and 
as there are just 7 at the MS-64 level of preservation, and only 1 in 
MS-65, this piece is an outright conditionally rare coin. From the 
original delivery of 802,750 pieces comes this solidly graded near- 
Gem, wonderful in almost every aspect of preservation. Mint luster 
blooms over both sides, unfolding in lustrous cascades of frosty 
reflectivity over warm orange-gold colored surfaces. Save for a very 
slender tick on Liberty’s portrait, which itself is sizably minimal, we 
find little in terms of blemishes or abrasions to report. The strike is 
bold-to-sharp over the balance of the piece, without overtly dis¬ 
cernible areas of weakness. 

NGC Census: 7: with 1 finer. 

PCGS# 9015. 
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5911 1890-S MS-63 (PCGS). Since PCGS has certified only 17 exam¬ 
ples of the issue finer than this piece, with just 1 at the Gem level of 
preservation, U.S. gold specialists should consider this Choice 
Uncirculated 1890-S coin for inclusion in their date set. There are 
indeed a few meager abrasions, but they are commensurate with the 
designated grade, and in light of the exceptionally profound satiny 
luster on both sides of the coin, and the clearly impressed legends 
and devices, this coin is a largely alluring example in a grade Akers 
(1982) qualifies as “very scarce, if not rare.” 

PCGS# 9015. 



5912 1891-S MS-63 (PCGS). Dramatic cartwheel mint bloom is the 
hallmark of this piece, but it is otherwise possessed of abrasions that 
do little more than define the numeric grade. Both the obverse and 
reverse reveal riveting orange-gold tone, with accents of rose-gold 
here and there, and a pleasing overall presentation. Likely headed for 
inclusion in a high-grade type set, and certainly well suited for such 
purposes. 

"CGS# 9018. 

5913 1891-S EF-40 (PCGS). A distinct piece, with deep, honey-gold 
color and even wear, with subtle vestiges of remaining luster. No 
annoying blemishes are mentionable, just the signs of brief circula¬ 
tion. This coin emits a warmth and charm that is refreshing to see. 

PCGS# 9018. 



5914 1892-S MS-64 (PCGS). Virtually identical, in terms of rarity, to 
the ‘93-S Liberty Twenty, Akers (1982) claims that “average quality 
uncs are not difficult to find, but choice specimens are quite scarce.” 
As always, our esteemed authors critiques have held up well through 
the test of time, although in this case, perhaps a bit better than antic¬ 
ipated. He later opines that “gems are very scarce, but I have seen a 
number of them, as well as a few truly superb quality specimens,” 
but PCGS has certified no representatives of the date and mint finer 
than the present near-Gem, enabling our firmest recommendation 
of this piece to the finest of U.S. gold collections. Planchets of this 
size typically obtain more than their fair share of abrasions an blem¬ 
ishes, but luckily for this piece, and future owner as well, we find 
very few of those abrasions to have fallen on the primary focal 
points, and presenting mainly as wispy little ticks that have been 
evenly distributed over both sides. Possessed of great cartwheel lus¬ 
ter and a solid strike, this will make a phenomenal piece for the dis¬ 
cerning numismatist. 

PCGS# 9021. 


5915 1894 MS-63 (PCGS). A splendid piece with frosty luster, a strong 
strike and a gratifying, olive-gold texture, with the brighter areas 
reflecting more of an orange-gold hue. Scattered abrasions are what 
one would expect of the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 9025. 
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5916 1894 MS-63 (PCGS). Adorned with abundant, yellow-gold color 
that is complemented nicely by the presence of attractive, rose-gold 
color in the center, this remarkable Double Eagle is quite appealing. 
The luster is flashy, the strike is full and the blemishes are minimal 
for the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 9025. 


5917 1894-S MS-63 (PCGS). Bold, orange-gold color and cascading 
luster are the main features of this splendid piece, which also demon¬ 
strates a bold strike and few blemishes, none detracting. Some light 
haziness is noted, yet the overall appeal is charming indeed. 

PCGS# 9026. 


5918 1895 MS-63 (PCGS). This is a lovely Double Eagle, one that 
sports flashy, frosty luster, a bold and generous strike and only the 
scattered, light abrasions that are to be expected at this grade level. 
The bright, vivid color is of a satisfying, orange-gold hue. 

PCGS# 9027. 


5919 1896 MS-63 (NGC). A Liberty Twenty seemingly earmarked for 
inclusion in a high-grade type set, the occasional blemish seen on 
either side of this piece is easily offset by the dramatic and frosty 
mint luster. Boldly impressed detail is apparent throughout, 
although some of the more delicate tendrils of the intricate reverse 
design are a touch soft, an effect scarcely noticeable save for under 
magnification. 

PCGS# 9029. 


5920 1896-S MS-63 (PCGS). A lovely greenish-gold colored example 
possessed of the usual number of abrasions for a planchet of this size, 
none of which are inordinately important and/or mentionable. Both 
sides are boldly struck, with a significantly powerful coating of mint 
frost. 

PCGS# 9030. 

5921 1897-S MS-63 (PCGS). A greenish-gold colored Liberty Twenty 
with more than its fair share of frosty luster. An original-looking 
coin, with very few abrasions for the grade, and a piece that is sure 
to please its next owner. 

PCGS# 9032. 
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5922 1898 MS-63 (PCGS). Comparable to the 1877, 78, ‘88, ‘89 and 
‘05 in terms of absolute scarcity, but perhaps a bit more common at 
the lower MS levels of preservation, an example of the 1898 Liberty 
Twenty issue is indeed a rare coin, in part because of its limited orig¬ 
inal mintage of 170,470 pieces. Akers (1982) claims that Choice 
Uncirculated representatives are seldom seen, a fact seemingly sup¬ 
ported by the PCGS Population data, which suggests a mere 7 exam¬ 
ples graded finer than the piece in the present lot. Incredibly bold in 
presentation, the devices and legends are soundly impressed 
throughout, with blooming detail over Liberty’s hair and reverse 
eagle plumage, and little to report in terms of irksome strike weak¬ 
ness. Enveloped in a sheen of satiny luster, the greenish-gold col¬ 
oration speaks volumes about this coin’s originality, and in light of 
the fact that we notice few abrasions over either side, we think this a 
coin that hints at an even higher numeric designation. 

PCGS# 9033. 

5923 1898-S MS-63 (PCGS). Enveloped in a sheen of frosty mint lus¬ 
ter, even the most astute of gold enthusiasts would have difficulty 
locating a deep or significant abrasion on this coin, for those that are 
present are entirely commensurate with the assigned numeric grade. 

PCGS# 9034. 

5924 1898-S MS-62 (PCGS). An attractive Double Eagle that exhibits 
bold, swirling luster and a sharp strike. Several, shallow abrasions are 
present, yet none of these are heavy or detracting. 

PCGS# 9034. 


5925 1899-S MS-63 (PCGS). The satiny sheen present on both sides of 
this piece is richly commingled with the authentic-looking medium- 
orange gold color, yielding a Liberty Twenty of solid eye appeal. 
Truly Choice in aesthetic representation, as well as technical grade, 
this coin will make the type collector very happy indeed. 

PCGS# 9036. 



5926 1900-S MS-63 (PCGS). Solid for the grade, and possessed of a 
bountiful sheen of frosty mint luster, we are unable to find a singu¬ 
larly important blemish at this preservation level. Well struck 
throughout for an example of this issue, and seemingly earmarked 
for inclusion within a type set of the highest order. 

PCGS# 9038. 


Top-oLthe^Pop 
1901 Liberty Double Eagle 



5927 1901 MS-66 (PCGS). The 1901 P-mint Double Eagle has an 
original mintage figure of 111,526 pieces, a number quite low for 
the series, but Akers (1982) claims this issue to be “a very common 
date.” Indeed, the census data seems to suggest a similar notion, as 
this coin is readily available in all Uncirculated grades up to and 
including MS-65, but at the MS-66 level of preservation, the issue 
becomes prohibitively scarce, as just 3 examples have been certified 
this nice. To begin, we note a razor-sharp strike, with almost all 
detail wonderfully demarcated and clear. The motifs and legends 
stand in powerful contrast to the richly lustrous surfaces that boast 
an orange-gold colored appearance, although we detect areas of 
rose-gold, and khaki-tan toning on both sides. Neither the obverse 
nor reverse reveal distractions that fail to comply with the already 
lofty grade, and we must underscore our strong endorsement of this 
fantastically original-looking coin. We feel it will attract serious 
attention come auction day, and that it will be a candidate worthy 
of inclusion in a top-notch and advanced U.S. gold collection. 

PCGS Population: 3: none finer in any grade. 

PCGS# 9039. 
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5928 1903-S MS-62 (NGC). A fantastic strike and quality satin luster 
will surely endear this piece to a type collector. Although the coin is 
just a touch “baggie,” most of the abrasions are confined to less- 
important focal areas, and the overall presentation remains quite 
nice especially in light of its positive attributes. 

PCGS# 9044. 


5929 1904 MS-64 (PCGS). Rich luster swirls around both sides of this 
coin as it rotates under a lamp, and we note a razor-sharp strike over 
the obverse and reverse devices. The tremendous presence of this 
piece is exacerbated by the authentic-looking, ultra-rich orange-gold 
colored surfaces, virtually silent on the subject of singularly men- 
tionable abrasions, save for a small hidden tick in Liberty’s hair. 

PCGS# 9045. 

5930 1904 MS-63 (PCGS). A bright, frosty piece with glistening luster, 
a strong strike and brilliant color. An average number of shallow 
abrasions dot the surfaces, though none are obtrusive at this grade 
level. 

PCGS# 9045. 


Dramatic 1905 Proof 
Type II Double Eagle 


5932 1905 Proof-60 (NGC). While 58,190 business-strike P-Mint 
Liberty Double Eagles were delivered in 1905, this same facility 
produced just 92 coins in proof format, a modest figure in terms of 
mintage figures for the series, but rare in the absolute sense. 
Without the Cameo designation, PCGS has certified just 21 exam¬ 
ples, and NGC a mere 12, numbers that seem to suggest wide¬ 
spread distribution or destruction of many coins from this date and 
mint, and as such, we are pleased to offer this stricdy Proof 
Uncirculated example. A bit mishandled since its inception, it is a 
few scattered and wispy abrasions away from a higher numeric des¬ 
ignation, as the general presentation is that of brilliance, with 
markedly mirrored fields burgeoning under softly frosted devices. 
The strike is uniformly sharp, as befits the care with which a proof 
coin of this era was produced, with delicately raised obverse and 
reverse designs, while a soft, medium-gold coloration envelopes 
both sides of this Double Eagle, highlighted by periodic accents of 
rose-gold tint. Fantastic, rare, and sure to warrant a premium on 
auction day. 

PCGS# 9121. 


5933 1905-S MS-63 (PCGS). The alluring appearance of this coin is 
promulgated in large part by the combination of a medium orange- 
gold color, which is accented by greenish highlights, and an excep¬ 
tional frosty mint luster. Add to these traits a bold strike, and the 
absolute minimum number of abrasions for the grade, and one will 
find in the present lot a truly Choice example of the issue. 

PCGS# 9048. 


5931 1904-S MS-64 (PCGS). Frosty luster billows about both sides of 
this Liberty Double Eagle, a coin that generally speaks to a higher 
numeric grade. A well-struck example, and minimally abraded for 
the near-Gem designation, we find a generally deeply-set hue of 
medium-gold over the balance of the piece, accented by rose-gold 
highlights. 

PCGS# 9046. 
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5934 1906-S MS-64 (PCGS). A very rare issue in Gem grade, this love¬ 
ly Choice piece should draw considerable attention, as a result. 
Adorned with a sparkling, orange-gold color and booming, frosty 
luster, it is an alluring coin of remarkable beauty. The strike is nee¬ 
dle-sharp, and while the surfaces are peppered with tiny abrasions, 
these are well within the parameters of the assigned grade. An eye¬ 
catching example. Observant collectors will note that PCGS has 
only graded a mere three examples of this issue in a higher grade 
than this. 

PCGS# 9051. 


5935 1906-S MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous reddish-gold surfaces make this 
‘06-S Liberty Double Eagle a perfect candidate for inclusion in a 
U.S. gold type set. Richly original in appearance, the strike is bold 
and powerful throughout. There is a smattering of abrasions over 
both sides, but none fail to comply with the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 9051. 



5936 1906-S MS-63 (PCGS). A lovely piece that is endowed with 
satiny smooth surfaces and flashy luster. A few stray blemishes are 
present, including a couple wispy ones. The color is generally a 
pleasing, yellow-gold, although some orange-gold texture is also 
present. The strike is bold and the appeal is enticing. 

PCGS# 9051. 


5937 1906-S MS-63 (PCGS). A flashy piece with scintillating, frosty 
luster and luminous, rose-gold color that deepens to an orange-gold 
shade on the right side. Moderate abrasions are present, though 
these are scattered and none are singularly heavy. These are com¬ 
mensurate with the MS-63 grade, and this is a lovely piece overall. 

PCGS# 9051. 






Page 180 


Bowers and Merena Auctions 





The October 2006 Las Vegas Auction 




5938 1907-D MS-63 (PCGS). Simply a lovely piece, with orange-gold and yellow-gold color that is pleasing and original. Ample, frosty luster is present, 
and while a few abrasions reside upon the lovely surfaces, they are minor and scanter than most other representatives at this grade level. The strike is 
very sharp, and is a whisper of detail away from being full. A beauty! 

PCGS# 9053. 


Spectacular Proof 
MCMVII High Relief $20 

Wire Rim Variety, Graded NGC PR-64 



5939 MCMVII (1907) High Relief. Wire Rim. Proof-64 (NGC). A wonderful strike, with all design details delineated, including individual columns 
in the capitol in the background, laurel leaves, Liberty’s hair, and the eagles breast and wing feathers. An outstanding opportunity to acquire a Proof 
example of this ever-popular issue, one which should not be overlooked. 

The story of the production of this issue is well known, but it bears repeating. In the early years of his presidency, Theodore Roosevelt visited the 
Smithsonian Institution and was impressed with the “sculptured appearance” of classical Greek coins on display there. Contemplating current 
American pieces, he felt that the designs were “mere tokens” by comparison. President Roosevelt then offered a stipend to Augustus Saint-Gaudens 
who worked in his studio in Cornish, New Hampshire (now a National Historic site open to the public). Saint-Gaudens, a well-known sculptor, 
undertook to redesign the entire American coinage spectrum from the Cent through the Double Eagle. As it turned out, the artist was in failing health 
and by the time of his death in the summer of 1907 only the $10 and $20 designs had been completed. 

The $20 motif, as offered here, bears on the obverse a depiction of Miss Liberty as taken from the Sherman Victory Monument completed in 1903 
and installed in New York City on the eastern corner of Central Park South, where it can be seen today opposite the Plaza Hotel. The reverse design 
was adapted from the 1857 Flying Eagle Cent, an earlier motif which Saint-Gaudens considered to be the finest ever used on circulating coinage up 
to that time. Adding a classic touch, the artist expressed the date in Roman numerals as MCMVII. The coins were given a concave or dished appear¬ 
ance so as to permit the designs to be in sculptured high relief. 

PCGS# 9131. 
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PCGS'Certified 1907 
High Relief Double Eagle in Gem BU 



5940 MCMVII (1907) High Relief. Wire Rim. MS-65 (PCGS). While the wholly redesigned motifs present on examples of the 1907 High Relief 
Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle are perfect for the attainment of quintessential numismatic beauty, they were not good for business-strike, circulating 
coinage. Therefore the powerfully raised obverse and reverse designs found on all examples this first-year of issue were pared down for subsequent 
deliveries, as examples of this date didn’t stack, apparently a major imperative for circulating U.S. coinage. Thus, collectors of this series are left to 
fight it out for remaining representatives of this issue, a P-mint delivery that almost always demands hefty premiums at public auction, a fate seem¬ 
ingly destined for the piece in the present lot. Hitherto this watershed year, a date when a major overhaul of virtually every denomination in our fed¬ 
eral currency system took place, coinage designs had seemingly stagnated through a 100-year hiatus of truly innovative design. When President 
Theodore Roosevelt decided a major change was necessary’, one of the premier sculptors undertook the nearly monumental task, and he and his stu¬ 
dents, including Victor David Brenner, and Adolf A. Weinmann conjured some of the greatest designs to have graced a planchet, forever altering our 
vision of of the numismatic landscape. The piece in the present lot is a premier offering of this highly sought-after delivery, and it is every bit the solid 
Gem. All devices and legends have been raised to excruciating clarity, with a surely inconsequential amount of strike weakness at the eagle’s tailfeath- 
ers. Possessed of a spectacular and deeply set orange-gold color throughout, one may also find rose and greenish-gold highlights staggered through¬ 
out. The surfaces reveal numerous swirling die polish lines and wispy striae scattered about, the rim is bold and strong in almost every area, and the 
wire edge is in full effect. A piece not to be missed by aficionados of the series, and one worthy of close inspection by experts and students of the issue. 

There is a small, as-made die crack running from along the rim at 5:00 on the reverse. 

PCGS# 9135. 




5941 


1907 Saint. MS-65 (PCGS). A stunning coin, with impressive, vellow-gold color and satiny smooth surfaces. The luster is thick and frosty, while 
the strike is bold and only a few, trivial abrasions are present. This is a no-questions-asked Gem piece, one that possesses sparkling eve-appeal. 

PCGS# 9141. 
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Tremendous MS-68 
1908 No Motto Double Eagle 

Ex: Wells Fargo 


5942 1908 No Motto. Wells Fargo Nevada Gold. MS-68 (PCGS). 
Dealer Ron Gillio purchased a little more than 19,000 Mint State 
examples of the 1908 No Motto Double Eagle, and stored them in 
a Wells Fargo bank vault for safekeeping. As they were dispersed 
over the following years, pieces from this accumulation of Saint- 
Gaudens Twenties were referred to as part of the so-called Wells 
Fargo Hoard, and the great majority of coins subsequently submit¬ 
ted to PCGS have been designated to the MS-65 to MS-67 grade 
range. This lucky survivor, however, has attained an even more lofty 
numeric grade, and as such, it is an almost ideal representative of 
the hoard. A mere 10 pieces have been certified higher than the 
present lot, and thus most high-end collectors will have to satiate 
their desire with just such an exemplar. This is a simply fabulous 
coin. The strike is one of the highest order—every detail has been 
breathtakingly defined, with life-like characteristics imparted to 
both the eagle and Liberty designs. As one should expect for this 
Superb Gem grade, we are unable to find an abrasion that merits 
any discussion whatsoever, and through exceptionally frosty mint 
luster, we espy surfaces with that wonderful textured, as-struck 
granularity typically found on examples of this issue. 

PCGS# 9142. 



5943 1908 No Motto. MS-66 (NGC). Many of the 1908 No Motto 
Double Eagles encountered on today’s market are incredibly well 
preserved, and are frequently found in the upper echelons of the 
Superb Gem grades. These are more often than not, however, hoard 
- n coins from the famous Wells Fargo conglomeration, and the exam¬ 
ple in the present lot is exceptional for its solid-Gem numeric grade 
precisely because it is not part of this hoard. As a member of one of 
the most common issues of the Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle series, 
however, this piece is perhaps best suited for the type collector, 
although it certainly maintains a degree of eye appeal strong enough 
for the specialist as well. One will observe great luster, and a rich, 
generally greenish-gold color to the surfaces essentially bereft of 
noteworthy abrasions. 

PCGS# 9142. 



5944 1908 No Motto. MS-65 (PCGS). Housed in a first-generation 
PCGS holder, this 1908 No Motto Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle 
will surely attract attention from type collectors who want an 
Uncirculated example of the issue for their collections. A mosdy 
greenish-gold color in appearance, neither side presents distractions 
that fail to comply with the Gem designation, and the satiny luster 
rolls over the faintly granular surfaces so typical for the series. 

PCGS# 9142. 
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5945 1908 No Motto. MS-65 (PCGS). A delightful Gem example, 
with silky smooth surfaces and luminous, fresh-looking, yellow-gold 
color that glistens along with the gleaming luster. The color deepens 
to more of an olive-gold shade in the fields and near the peripheries, 
while the strike is sharp and distinct. Abrasions are faint, and while 
the obverse is remarkably bereft of them, a few reside at the bottom 
of the reverse, over the sun, but not upon it. Even so, these are rather 
sparse for the assigned grade, as this coin is a magnificent one in 
every way possible. 

PCGS# 9142. 

5946 1908 No Motto. MS-64 (PCGS). Highly lustrous, with a bold 
strike and bright, orange-gold color. An excellent representative of 
the type, which does not have the Motto, In God We Trust, as part 
of the reverse design. The Motto was added later in the year 1908 to 
its now familiar position on the reverse, over the sun. A few abra¬ 
sions are evident on this particular coin, mostly noticeable in the 
right-obverse field. None of these call into question the grade, which 
is decidedly Choice. 

PCGS# 9142. 

5947 1908 No Motto. MS-64 (PCGS). A gorgeous piece with glowing, 
orange-gold color and shimmering, frosty luster. The strike is bold 
and light abrasions are noticeable on the body of Liberty, though 
none of these are heavy or detracting. They are merely typical for the 
grade, though the reverse is remarkably bereft of contact. Overall, 
this is a very desirable coin for the grade. 

PCGS# 9142. 

5948 1908 No Motto. MS-64 (PCGS). A beautiful representative of 
the type, with luminous, rose-gold color and plenty of frosty luster 
that spins around the surfaces on both sides. The obverse is remark¬ 
ably smooth in texture, with very few blemishes evident. One’s first 
impression is that this coin is of a higher grade, though the reverse 
contains several abrasions underneath the eagle and on its wings. 
This is clearly a Choice coin overall, though the impeccable surfaces 
of the obverse make it more desirable than most at this grade level. 

PCGS# 9142. 

5949 1908 No Motto. MS-64 (NGC). The slender abrasions that 
bespeckle both sides of this MS-64 Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle 
were in all likelihood the primary grade limiters, as the color is a 
splendid deep orange-gold, and the frosty luster appears at nearly 
full-Gem quality. 

PCGS# 9142. 

5950 1908 No Motto. MS-63 (PCGS). A very attractive example of the 
No Motto Variety, this piece demonstrates frosty, glistening luster 
and gorgeous, yellow-gold color. The surfaces are well-preserved, as 
only a few, light blemishes exist, appearing mostly on Liberty’s 
breast. The number and degree of the abrasions seem rather light for 
the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 9142. 


5951 1908 No Motto. MS-63 (NGC). A quality example of the grade, 
with many characteristics one hopes to find in an even higher 
numeric grade. Rosy-to-orange gold colored in appearance, this 
piece flashes rich mint frost and a bold, if not complete, strike. Sure, 
blemishes and abrasions can be found on both sides, but it remains 
an attractive coin with plenty of eye appeal. 

PCGS# 9142. 

5952 Lot of (2) Saint-Gaudens Double Eagles. Both are certified as 
follows: 1908 No Motto AU-55 (PCGS); and a 1908-D No Mono 
AU-58 (PCGS). Both pieces are lustrous and attractive, while dis¬ 
playing only light wear on the eagle and gown of Liberty. An ideal 
lot for the collector who desires one each of the No Motto Varieties 
for the year. 


5953 1908 Motto. MS-64 (PCGS). With the Motto, In God We Trust, 
added the reverse lettering in the latter part of the year, this bold 
piece exhibits attractive, satiny surfaces and a distinct, honey-gold 
color. Several light abrasions are noticeable, yet these are typical for 
the Choice grade. One blemish resides on the ledge that supports 
Liberty’s foot, and is mentioned for the sake of accuracy. Scarce at 
this grade level, this coin possesses a sharp strike and ample, frosty 
luster. Astute collectors will take notice of the fact that PCGS has 
certified only 38 No Motto coins of this date in a higher grade, 
which gives this piece even greater appeal. 

PCGS# 9147. 


5954 1908-D Motto. MS-65 (NGC). Light-to-medium orange-gold 
colored in presentation, with an offering of rose-gold highlights, this 
1908-D With Motto Twenty is a quality piece for the discriminating 
collector. Solidly graded and every bit the Gem, the example in the 
present lot reveals but the scantiest of abrasions over either side, with 
solid and and frosty luster that softens towards the edges. Necessity 
dictates our mention of a small patch of dark coloration at 11 o’clock 
on the reverse rim that interested parties should examine. 

PCGS# 9148. 
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5955 1909 MS-64 (PCGS). At the Near-Gem levels of preservation, the 
‘09 Saint is similar to the ‘08-S, ‘11, ‘12 and ‘13-D in terms of avail¬ 
ability, but Akers (1988) claims that he “has seen fewer Mint State 
examples of the issue than that of any of the others, including the 
1913...although there are a few more MS-64 or better examples than 
there are of either the 1913 and the 1920.” Luster is typically strong on 
examples of this issue, with our piece being no exception, being frosty 
and intense on the obverse, and satiny-smooth on the reverse. Crisply 
impressed devices rest atop surfaces almost ideally smooth-looking for 
the grade yielding a near-Gem of great value and integrity. 

PCGS# 9150. 


5956 1909-S MS-65 (PCGS). Endowed with velvety, rose-gold color 
and satiny luster that richly swirls about the surfaces on both sides. 
Blemishes are rather light, and do more to declare the originality of 
this coin than to detract from its aesthetic beauty. Abrasions are 
decidedly light in nature and number. The strike is full, intricately 
detailing the beautiful elements of the outstanding design, including 
fully rounded, separated fingers and toes on Liberty. 

This is an important piece at the Gem grade level, and it is 
housed in an older, first-generation PCGS holder, of the small vari¬ 
ety. Garrett and Guth (Encyclopedia of U.S. Gold Coins, 1795- 
1933, 2006) discuss the scarcity of coins graded MS-65 and higher, 
and this material should be consulted, as they present several impor¬ 
tant auction results for 1909-S Double Eagles graded PCGS MS-65. 
That service has designated a mere 7 examples in grades above MS- 
65. This one could very well be recorded by future collectors, 
because it is an eminent piece of extraordinary importance. 
Opportunity knocks loudly. 

PCGS# 9153. 


5957 1909-S MS-65 (PCGS). Scarce at the Gem grade level, this love¬ 
ly pieces sparkles and dazzles the eye with its flashy, cascading luster 
and bright, orange-gold surfaces. A few, scattered abrasions are pres¬ 
ent, mosdy on the reverse. Nonetheless, this coin possesses remark- 
—x able eye-appeal. 

PCGS# 9153. 


5958 1909-S MS-65 (NGC). An important issue at the Gem grade 
level, as Garrett and Guth (Encyclopedia of U.S. Gold Coins, 1795- 
1933, 2006) attest to its overall scarcity in this condition. This is a 
significant coin worthy of consideration from the advanced collector 
of Double Eagles. The honey-gold surfaces are lustrous and satiny 
smooth in texture, with abrasions not being a problem, since there 
are few of them, and none are detracting. The luster possesses con¬ 
siderable swirl and is a very attractive trait of this particular piece. In 
addition, the strike is most generous, showing every design feature in 
sharp definition. In short, the strike is full. This coin exudes a 
warmth and charm that few others can offer, it is an arresting piece 
of exceptional caliber. 

PCGS# 9153. 
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5959 1909-S MS-64 (PCGS). An attractive piece that is adorned with 
rose-gold color, plenty of frosty luster and a few, randomly placed 
abrasions. This is a very nice coin for the assigned grade. 

PCGS# 9153. 

5960 1909-S MS-62 (PCGS). A lustrous piece with attractive color and 
several, shallow abrasions that are commensurate with the assigned 
grade. This early, mintmarked date becomes elusive at the Gem 
grade level, so an attractive, modestly graded example like this one is 
worthy of the collectors consideration. 

PCGS# 9153. 

5961 Lot of (3) Saint-Gaudens Double Eagles. All are graded and 
encapsulated by PCGS, as follows: 1909-S AU-53; 1911 -D AU-58; 
and a 1925 AU-58. All three coins are bright, with appealing yellow- 
gold color and plenty of remaining luster, though hints of light wear 
are present, typical for their Almost Uncirculated evaluations. 

5962 1910 MS-62 (PCGS). A boldly struck piece, with deep, honey- 
gold color and lustrous surfaces. Several abrasions are apparent, most 
notably on the globe of the sun and to the left of Liberty’s waist, 
though these are typical for the assigned grade. This is a nice exam¬ 
ple of a Mint State Saint Gaudens Double Eagle, ideal for a type or 
date collection. 

PCGS# 9154. 


5963 1910-D MS-65 (PCGS). A gorgeous early date example, with 
vivid orange-gold color that lightens to a rose-gold shade towards the 
centers, this well-struck Double Eagle epitomizes what a Gem is all 
about. Its intense luster careens over the surfaces, which are remark¬ 
ably bereft of any but the smallest of abrasions. The strike is pro¬ 
nounced and the appeal is alluring. 

PCGS# 9155. 



5964 1910-D MS-65 (PCGS). A remarkable Gem Double Eagle, one 
that possesses satiny, lustrous surfaces and a pleasing texture that 
reflects its lovely, rose-gold color. The strike is very sharp and abra¬ 
sions are rather light. 

PCGS# 9155. 


5965 1910-S MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid piece that is endowed with 
luxurious, rose-gold color, bright and frosty luster and a few, scat¬ 
tered abrasions that are mosdy shallow. These are not distracting and 
are typical for the Choice grade. 

PCGS# 9156. 


5966 1911 MS-64 (PCGS). A scarce issue in Gem MS-65 grades and 
higher, this exceptional, Choice piece is an attractive one in every 
regard. Its surfaces are silky smooth, with only a few, faint abrasions 
noticeable, and these are much fewer than what one would normal¬ 
ly expect for the assigned grade. The color is vibrant, consisting of a 
warm, honey-gold shade, while the strike is sharp and the eye-appeal 
is nothing short of magnificent. 

PCGS# 9157. 
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5971 1913-S MS-64 (PCGS). The example in the present lot is excep¬ 
tionally attractive, so regardless of absolute rarity, it is likely in an 
elite class due to its flash. Mostly medium-orange gold colored in 
presentation, luster unfolds across the surfaces in frosty abundance. 
Scattered abrasions were probably the only limiting factor in deter¬ 
mining this coins grade, but even these are slight in presentation. 

PCGS# 9163. 


5967 1911-D MS-66 (PCGS). Double Eagles at this grade level are a 
wonder to behold, and though this is one of the more common 
issues to be found in MS-66 condition, its status as an early date and 
its resplendent quality give it substantial appeal. The surfaces are 
satiny and luxurious, flashy luster is present, rotating around the 
coin in a spinning fashion. The color consists of a luminous, yellow- 
gold shade, bright and pleasant. Only a couple, very faint abrasions 
are present, and these are not distracting, they are trivial in nature. 
The strike is sharp and the overall quality is of an impressive caliber. 

PCGS# 9158. 


5969 1913 MS-63 (PCGS). A charming and attractive piece that fea¬ 
tures frosty luster, a sharp strike and a pleasant, honey-gold color. 
There are some scattered, light abrasions present, though these are 
commensurate with the MS-63 grade. This is a slightly better date 
_ that becomes downright rare at the Gem grade level, so putting an 
attractive MS-63 piece, like this one, into one’s cabinet is an 
admirable collecting goal. 

PCGS# 9161. 


5968 1911-S MS-65 (NGC). Here is a gorgeous Double Eagle that is 
blessed with yellow-golden color and bright, gleaming luster. The 
thick, frosty luster combines with the full strike to give plenty of 
credibility to the assigned grade, because this is a true Gem. Every 
element of the design is intricately detailed, while the obverse con¬ 
tains only a couple abrasions of the lightest nature. A few, stray abra¬ 
sions are relatively tucked away on the reverse, being most evident 
on the eagle’s wings. This is an impressive, beautiful coin that is sure 
to attract plenty of attention, and rightfully so. 

PCGS# 9159. 


5970 1913-D MS-65 (PCGS). A gorgeous Gem, one that possesses 
amazingly bright, lustrous surfaces and exciting, rose and yellow- 
gold color. A few, minor abrasions are present, though these are not 
distracting and well within the parameters of the MS-65 grade. The 
strike is bold and the appeal is quite strong. This coin is the epitome 
of high-quality. 

PCGS# 9162. 
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5972 1913-S MS-64 (PCGS). If one were to estimate rarity based exclu¬ 
sively on original-mintage figures, then one would think the 1 13-S to 
be one of the keys to the series, with a limited production run of just 
34,000 pieces. Alas, these numbers are not necessarily accurate indi¬ 
cators of availability, for this is just a typical issue in terms of surviv¬ 
ing population, whether in circulated or Uncirculated grades. 
Nevertheless, this is a coin solidly graded at the near-Gem level of 
preservation, as it is possessed of abundant satiny luster, rich orange- 
gold color, and very few abrasions for the grade. 

PCGS# 9163. 


5973 1914 MS-62 (NGC). This is a Saint-Gaudens Twenty that surely 
would have graded closer to the Gem designation had it not been for 
a few pesky abrasions, the only one meriting description hidden 
amongst the eagles plumage on the reverse. The color is a classic 
medium-gold hue, and we observe a strong, bold strike. 

PCGS# 9164. 


5974 1914-D MS-65 (PCGS). Endowed with cascading, shimmering 
luster and magnificent orange-gold color, this gorgeous Gem is a 
wonder to behold. Very few abrasions are present, and those who 
eschew them will be very pleased with this coin. The strike is sharp 
and the splendid eye-appeal inspires substantial excitement. 

PCGS# 9165. 


5975 1914-D MS-65 (PCGS). A stunning Gem piece, one that reflects 
ample, cascading, frosty luster and a rich, satisfying honey-gold 
color. The strike is bold, and while a few abrasions are present, these 
are short, shallow and small. A deserving candidate of the MS-65 
grade, and a piece that will look great in a high-quality collection of 
Saint Gaudens Double Eagles. 

PCGS# 9165. 


5976 1914-S MS-65 (PCGS). A few rose-gold highlights periodically 
appear on either side of this otherwise orange-gold colored Saint- 
Gaudens Twenty. One will observe a bounty of careening and frosty 
mint luster, through which a close inspection reveals mostly unmen¬ 
tionable blemishes, save for a small tick above the reverse eagle. 

PCGS# 9166. 
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Sublime Matte'Proof 1915 Double Eagle 

PCGS-graded Proof-64 



5977 1915 Proof-64 (PCGS). 1915 was the final year of P-mint delivered Double Eagles, a date that saw the smallest production run of matte-proof 
Twenties for the entire series, at just 50 pieces. Never accepted by the general coin collecting public, and virtually unknown to those outside numis¬ 
matic circles, the same fate befell the majority of this issue as did the balance of the matte or so-called sandblast finished U.S. gold coinage: they were 
sent to the melting pot. Although this WWI-era issue was under-appreciated by its contemporaries, it has become a beloved treasure by the millions 
of people that collect Saint-Gaudens coinage, and although demand for the issue has steadily increased over the years, the prices awarded to examples 
of these issues are seemingly far below their true value, at least based on rarity and condition. Just like the collectors from long ago, it seems most are 
still obsessed with the flashy, with the showy pieces that seemingly scream out their intrinsic worth. For those who understand and appreciate the sub¬ 
lime subtlety inherent in these early modern gold issues, then we are thrilled to present a near-Gem, matte-finish, Proof-64 Saint-Gaudens Double 
Eagle. Not only is this coin rare in an absolute sense, with no more than 50 pieces certified by both major grading services combined, a number sure¬ 
ly inflated by resubmissions, it is conditionally rare as well, with just 8 coins at this level of preservation, and 1 specimen graded finer at PR-65. Aside 
from numbers however, we also find this to be a simply beautiful coin, for neither side presents a visible distraction, as it has been a recipient of lov¬ 
ing care since its inception, with nary a handling mark or unsightly blemish manifest. We note solidly impressed detail, as near to fully struck as any 
other example of this issue that we have handled, a number that does not exceed two or three at most. The only point of interest that merits inclu¬ 
sion in this description is a very small, nearly invisible dot of coloration on Liberty’s left hip, a point of reference for future generations of collectors. 

PCGS Population: 8/1. 

PCGS# 9212. 


5978 1915-S MS-64 (PCGS). Simply a breathtaking example, with gor¬ 
geous orange-gold color and bright, flashy luster. Abrasions are scat¬ 
tered and few, these being shallow in nature. The carefully preserved 
surfaces are luminous and present few distractions for the assigned 
grade. The strike is bold and the quality is eminently appealing. 

PCGS# 9168. 



5979 1916-S MS-65 (PCGS). An attractive Gem that possesses vivid 
orange-gold color that deepens at various points to an olive-gold 
shade. The luster is frosty, the strike is bold and the surfaces are orig¬ 
inal. The scattered abrasions are shallow and do not detract from the 
grade. This is a very enticing, mintmarked date, one that represents 
the only mintage for this year, and the only Double Eagle minted 
from 1916 to 1919. Therefore, it is gorgeous and significant. 

PCGS# 9169. 
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5980 1920 MS-64 (PCGS). Displaying lovely, rose-gold color that 
deepens to more of an olive-gold shade nearest the peripheries, this 
distinctive piece also sports swirling, frosty luster and a generous 
strike. A few abrasions exist, commensurate with the Choice grade, 
though one of note resides in the lower-left, obverse field, among the 
rays. This coin represents an important opportunity for the collector 
of Double Eagles, as this date is extremely rare in MS-65 condition, 
as PCGS and NGC combined have only certified 8 total pieces at 
that grade level and none higher. Please bid accordingly. 

PCGS# 9170. 


5981 1922 MS-65 (PCGS). An issue that Akers (1988) claims to be 
“decidedly scarce...with Gems surprisingly difficult to locate," the 
1922 P-mint Twenty is pretty typical in terms of rarity, in that pieces 
are common through the Gem designation, but become condition¬ 
ally scarce or challenging in the upper echelons of the Uncirculated 
range. The example in the present lot is a solid Gem, possessed of 
excellent cartwheel luster, and a pleasing orange-gold color. 
Although we detect a swirl of dappled haziness in the upper-left 
obverse, this is a wholly satisfactory coin in a challenging grade. 

PCGS# 9173. 



5982 1922 MS-65 (PCGS). Both sides of this Gem Saint reveal splash¬ 
es of coppery-rose tone, while the balance of the coin is dominated 
in shades of medium-orange coloration. Sparkling with billowing 
cartwheel mint frost, neither obverse nor reverse reveals a blemish 
that fails to fall in strict accordance with the grade. An authentic- 
looking and bright piece that is sure to please a specialist collector. 

PCGS# 9173. 

5983 1922 MS-63 (PCGS). A shimmering, glossy coin that glows with 
frosty, scintillating luster and gleaming, yellow-gold color. The strike 
is generously bold and the abrasions are shallow and scattered. Nice. 

PCGS# 9173. 

5984 1922 MS-62 (PCGS). A frosty, lustrous piece with a strong strike 
and attractive, orange-gold color. There are numerous, shallow abra¬ 
sions that are tiny in nature and these attest to this coin’s status as an 
MS-62 example. 

PCGS# 9173. 

5985 1922 MS-62 (PCGS). A distinctive piece with an attractive, olive- 
gold color and frosty luster. There are some scattered abrasions, 
though none of these are severe, yet their number is typical for the 
assigned grade. 

PCGS# 9173. 

5986 1922 MS-62 (PCGS). This is a well-struck piece that exhibits gen¬ 
erous, frosty luster and a luminous, orange-gold texture. Several, 
shallow abrasions are apparent, though the number of them are 
fewer than what one would normally expect at this grade level. 

PCGS# 9173. 



5987 1923 MS-65 (PCGS). With PCGS certifying just 3 examples at 
MS-66, Registry Set collectors, and specialists who demand only the 
highest quality, should look closely at this Gem. Boldly impressed 
throughout, both the obverse and reverse are blanketed in a deep 
coating of frosty mint luster, through which we spy a medium 
orange-gold color, accented by traces of rose gold toning. There are 
a couple variegated swirls of color that should be examined, the most 
important of which falls just below the bottom-right of Liberty’s 
torch. All abrasions cohere to the MS-65 designation and are scant}' 
in nature. 

PCGS# 9175. 
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5988 1923 MS-65 (PCGS). A steady Gem, this piece is possessed of a 
medium, yellow-gold color, with a couple darker areas of tone on 
both sides that interested parties may want to examine more closely. 
Frosty and lustrous, with abrasions that do little more than define 
the grade, PCGS has certified only 3 examples of this issue finer than 
the coin in the present lot. Thus this is an opportunity for the more 
economically-mined consumer to acquire a satisfying representative 
of an issue challenging in the upper MS grades. 

PCGS# 9175. 


5989 1923 MS-65 (PCGS). Draped in a frosty envelope of deeply 
entrenched mint luster, as the coin dips into a light it displays a dra¬ 
matic cartwheel effect. Rose-gold hues periodically appear on either 
side of this otherwise medium-orange-gold colored piece, and we are 
hard pressed to find a blemish worthy of report in this description. 

PCGS# 9175. 


5990 1923-D MS-66 (PCGS). A spectacular coin, with booming, frosty 
luster and blazing, orange-gold color. There are a few abrasions pres¬ 
ent, but these do not detract from the amazing eye-appeal of this 
piece. The strike is very sharp and the sparkling color is refreshing. 

PCGS# 9176. 


5991 1923-D MS-64 (PCGS). A lustrous piece with rich, golden- 
orange color at the centers that deepens to more of an olive-gold tex¬ 
ture around the peripheries, this tempting coin offers marvelous sur¬ 
faces that are free from glaring abrasions. Endowed with a sharp 
strike, this is a quality piece in every respect. 

PCGS# 9176. 


5992 1924 MS-66 (PCGS). A delightful, Superb Gem, one that is 
endowed with bold, rich, orange-gold color and frosty, glistening 
luster. The strike is sharp and abrasions are wonderfully light, none 
detract from the impressive grade of this marvelous coin. 

PCGS# 9177. 

5993 1924 MS-64 (PCGS). A luminous coin that glows with frosty, 
glistening luster and appealing, yellow-gold color. The light, scat¬ 
tered abrasions are not distracting, though a couple blemishes exist 
over Liberty’s outstretched arm. The strike is needle-sharp, and this 
piece is an attractive representative for the type. 

PCGS# 9177. 

5994 1924 MS-64 (PCGS). A glowing piece that is glossy with boom¬ 
ing, yellow-gold color and lustrous surfaces. The strike is sharp and 
only a few, shallow abrasions are evident. A no-questions-asked. 
Choice piece in every regard. 

PCGS# 9177. 

5995 1924 MS-64 (PCGS). A lovely, orange-gold piece with lustrous 
surfaces, the shallow abrasions that are commensurate with the 
Choice grade, a strong strike and sparkling eye-appeal. 

PCGS# 9177. 

5996 1924 MS-63 (PCGS). An attractive piece that features orange- 
gold color, frosty luster and a bold strike. Abrasions are commensu¬ 
rate with the grade, though they are slight in nature, while some 
interesting die cracks reside at the top of the obverse. 

PCGS# 9177. 
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5997 1924-D MS-63 (PCGS).The 1924 D-mint issued Saint-Gaudens 
Double Eagle is considered rare in every Uncirculated grade, with 
the vast majority of survivors falling somewhere in the MS-61 
through MS-64 grade range. Considered an extreme rarity in the 
1950s, several hoards appeared which altered the way collectors and 
dealers view examples of this date and mint, but make no mistake, 
true Gems are incredibly scarce and exceedingly expensive, so for a 
collector who seeks to add a high-quality representative of the issue 
to his/her holdings for a fraction of the value, this is an opportunity 
not to be missed. This Choice Uncirculated piece exhibits a particu¬ 
larly nice coating of mint frost, with spectacular cartwheel effect as 
it dips into a light. Most of the present abrasions have avoided the 
primary focal points, and we find scarcely a whisper of the peripher¬ 
al strike weakness so often present of examples of this issue. 
Primarily orange-gold in color, there are hues of green and rose gold 
color swirling about either side, although these are evident almost 
exclusively at indirect light angles. 

PCGS# 9178. 


5998 1927 MS-66 (PCGS). A luminous, flashy Gem that possesses 
booming, frosty luster that has plenty of spin and sizzle. The color 
consists of a very enticing orange-gold shade, with touches of rose- 
gold color also evident. The strike is pronounced, and while the 
abrasions are generally light, one small blemish of note resides in the 
left-obverse field. Otherwise, this is an amazing example, one that 
should be fully appreciated for its intense luster. 

PCGS# 9186. 

5999 1927 MS-63 (PCGS). Swirling mint frost adorns the remarkable 
surfaces of this piece, with scattered, trivial abrasions present. The 
texture is an attractive yellow-gold and this coin is an excellent 
choice for a type set. 

PCGS# 9186. 

6000 1927 MS-62 (PCGS). Blazing and dripping with frosty mint lus¬ 
ter, this gorgeous jewel sparkles and delights the senses with its glossy 
appearance and bright, yellow-gold color. Scattered, light abrasions 
are present, which are within the parameters for this grade. 

PCGS# 9186. 



6001 1928 MS-67 (PCGS). As Akers points out in his 1988 book, from 
a purely aesthetic standpoint the “ 1928 is typically one of the best of 
the series, virtually on par with the 1927 and 1923-D and generally 
superior to the 1924, 1925 or 1926.” With these sentiments in 
mind, it is difficult to imagine another example of this issue actual¬ 
ly presenting a more pleasing overall appearance, as this piece offers 
just about all a collector seeks in a Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle. The 
luster is intense and memorable, uniformly covering both sides of 
this Superb Gem in a richly supple sheen. Dominated by an excel¬ 
lent deep-orange color, there are rose-petal hued highlights here and 
there over the slightly granular (as made) surface texture. Smardy 
impressed throughout, we detect no areas of bothersome strike 
weakness warranting further comment. 

PCGS has not certified an example of this date finer than that in the present lot. 

PCGS# 9189. 

6002 1928 MS-64 (NGC). A typical representative of the issue in terms 
of strike, luster and coloration, this is an aesthetically appealing near- 
Gem. Crisply impressed motifs appear in bold definition, coated by 
a frosty sheen of mint luster. Likely prompted by these very charac¬ 
teristics, Akers (1988) writes that the ‘28-P is an ideal coin for “the 
person wanting a nearly perfect Saint-Gaudens double eagle with 
great eye appeal.” 

PCGS# 9189. 

6003 1928 MS-63 (PCGS). Another well-struck example of the 1928 
P-mint Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle. Nearly every detail is pro¬ 
nounced to great effect on this Choice Uncirculated piece, and as we 
observe bountiful mint frost, it is most likely that the few abrasions 
strewn about both sides of this piece were the primary grade limiters. 

PCGS# 9189. 

6004 1928 MS-63 (NGC). With an original mintage figure of of just 
over 8 million pieces, the 1928-P is no scarce issue, but it is one that 
comes with strong technical beauty, as it is usually well struck, frosty, 
and in possession of great color. This MS-63 piece is no exception to 
the rule, as one may discern a clear impression from the dies, deep 
orange-gold color with rose-gold highlights, and abundant mint 
frost. Seemingly very strong for the assigned grade, and worthy of 
serious consideration as such. 

PCGS# 9189. 
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Private and Territorial 
Gold Coins 


Exceedingly Rare Reeded-Edge 
Bechtler $1 Gold 

Just 4 Known to PCGS in All Grades 



6005 Undated (1842-1852?) August Bechtler. $1 Gold. K-25. 
Rarity-8. 27.G., 21.C. VF-30 (PCGS). When one encounters 
a gold Dollar produced by the Bechtlers, it is typically of the Plain 
Edge variety. These are commonly found in any collection of U.S. 
Private and Territorial gold, and one of the most easily obtained 
issues of this private firm’s production, regardless of denomination. 
For those economically capable and numismatically refined collec¬ 
tors, we are pleased to present this incredibly rare K-25, the second 
of the two-known varieties for the date, with just four pieces known 
to PCGS. Both sides of this coin present a predominantly pale- 
green coloration, although there are also mottled shades of rich- 
magenta and pale-rose tinting dotting the the obverse and reverse. 
For a representative that saw considerable circulation, this piece has 
retained a significant amount of bold definition, with very little to 
describe in terms of bothersome strike weakness. As far as abrasions 
are concerned, all strictly adhere to the assigned grade, however 
there are a few that warrant description, including some slender 
striations across the obverse, and a tick above the H in 
BECHTLER. We are confident, in light of these incredibly slight 
deficiencies, that this piece of numismatic history will gain a strong 
following, whether at lot viewing, over the internet, or via these 
pages, and as such, we urge all those interested to seriously con¬ 
template their bids, for this piece of monetary history will undoubt¬ 
edly be a stopper when it crosses the auction block. 

PCGS# 10041. 



6006 1850 Moffat & Co. $5 Gold. K-7a. Rarity-4. AU-53 (PCGS). 
Donald H. Kagin writes in his definitive work entitled Private Gold 
Coins and Patterns of the United States, that New York state native 
John Little Moffat formed his own assaying company during the 
--x winter months of 1848, and decided to join the California Gold 
Rush in early 1849. Wasting little time, Moffat placed ads in two 
California newspapers, proclaiming the issuance of their now 
famous rectangular ingots of gold, produced to alleviate the shortage 
of circulating specie. The example of this assayer’s coinage in the 
present lot was produced in the second and final year of their man¬ 
ufacture, and it is a deep, medium-yellow gold appearing, strictly 
AU private gold piece. As with most gold coins that circulated in the 
western U.S, this example has seen considerable wear, but the major¬ 
ity of abrasions so commonly found on coins at this preservation 
leyel are not immediately noticeable to the unaided eye, save for a 
couple slender ticks on and before Liberty’s portrait. Boldly struck, 
this example has even wear over the highpoints on all design motifs, 
and we feel this coin to be a desirable and attractive representative of 
an issue from what is possibly the most important of all California 
private gold coiners. 

PCGS# 10243. 



6007 1852 United Assay Office of Gold. $10 Gold. Kagin-12a. 
Rarity-5. 884 THOUS. AU-58 (NGC). Very similar to the 
Rarity-6, K-12 die marriage, this variety is differentiated from its pred¬ 
ecessor by very weak beading at the border, a design element only 
faintly visible at the lower-left reverse rim of this example. After the 
dissolution of Moffat & Co., the controlling interest of which had 
been sold by John L. Moffat to the firm of Curtis, Perry and Ward, the 
trio “assumed the government contract to issue gold coins and ingots,” 
under the United States Assay Office of Gold nomenclature (per 
Kagin 1981). An elusive issue, this piece possesses a dominant tone of 
yellow-gold, with faint greenish coloration as the piece rotates under a 
light. Although a coin that has endured 12 points of rub, we note 
blemishes mostly inconsequential, and one may discern plenty of 
quality strike detail through most design elements. 

PCGS# 10001. 
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Desirable AU Detail 
1855 Wass, Molitor Twenty 

NCS AU Details Repaired 



6008 1855 Wass, Molitor & Co. $20 Gold. K-7. Rarity-5. AU 
Details Repaired (NCS). Despite the impairment, noted on the 
NCS insert as “repaired,” and manifested on the coin itself in sur¬ 
faces that have been artificially smoothed to expunge porosity, this 
piece remains a pleasing example of a very rare private gold issue. 
Friction is clearly visible on the obverse highpoints, and the lack of 
intricate detail on the eagles head, neck and wings is due mainly to 
strike weakness observed on almost every representative of this vari¬ 
ety to have passed through our hands. Along with most distracting 
abrasions, save for the occasional patch of roughness visible under 
magnification, virtually every trace of luster has been removed by 
the altering of the surfaces, leaving behind a somewhat dull, green¬ 
ish-gold coloration. 

From their assaying office on the corner of Montgomery and 
Merchant streets in San Francisco, CA, Hungarian immigrants 
Count Samuel C. Wass and Agoston P. Molitor delivered five-, ten-, 
twenty- and fifty-dollar coins, with 1855 being their final year of 
issue. The firm ceased operation under the present name and oper¬ 
ating duo, to be replaced in the notoriously unreliable San 
Francisco directory, published in 1856-1857, with the assaying firm 
of Wass, Usznay & Co., as Molitor had vacated to London in 1856 
(per Kagin 1981). 

PCGS# 10357. 


California Small 
Denomination Gold 



6009 1854 Round 50 Cents. BG-403. Rarity-6. Liberty Head. AU- 
55 (PCGS). During the California gold rush of the mid-19th cen¬ 
tury, the standard forms of currency that had been used for many 
years all but disappeared from circulation. The Spanish, Mexican, 
British, Hindu, French and German specie ran dry, prompting a 
conglomeration of private gold coiners to begin production of cur¬ 
rency. Many of the larger firms are well known, even among non¬ 
specialists in the field: Wass-Molitor, Moffat & Co., Clark, Gruber 
&C Co., et al. These firms coined mosdy large denominations, but a 
lingering need for small, so-called fractional currency remained, and 
many jewelers filled this void with Half-Dollars and Dollars. The 
example in this lot was minted by Frontier, Deviercy & Co., and is 
dated 1854. It has been attributed as BG-403 by PCGS, a die mar¬ 
riage easily differentiated from other so-named “broad heads” of the 
date by the second L in DOLLAR, which is a bit lower than the first, 
and a small as-made defect hanging from star 12 on the obverse. 
Greenish-gold in color, and largely brilliant in sheen, wispy abra¬ 
sions cover the balance of the piece, but none are overtly distracting. 

PCGS# 10439. 

Proof Sets 

6010 A 1936 Proof Set. Uncertified, all examples are housed in plastic 
flips with a grade of at least Proof-63. The silver issues are all pati- 
nated with a heavy, beige film, with a touch of PVC noted on the 
neck of the Washington Quarter. The Cent and Nickel are both fully 
brilliant and are of the Type Two Variety. The Cent demonstrates a 
lovely Red-Brown texture, while the Nickel is attractively toned in 
gold and delicate blue shades. (Total: 5 coins) 

6011 A 1937 Proof Set. Uncertified, all examples are housed in plastic 
flips with a grade of at least Proof-63. The Cent is Full Red, with a 
blush of iridescent toning and several speckled blemishes, and the 
Nickel is an attractive Gem, while the three silver issues are all nat¬ 
urally patinated with the typical cellophane type toning of gold and 
tan shades. (Total: 5 coins) 
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6012 A 1938 Proof Set. Each coin is graded and encapsulated by NGC, 
as follows: Lincoln Cent Proof-65 RD, nicely mirrored, with a bit of 
reverse haze noted; Jefferson Nickel Proof-66, gorgeous golden pati- 
nated surfaces; Mercury Dime Proof-66, with a hazy, golden-brown 
patina; Washington Quarter Proof-67, sparkling surfaces that have a 
layer of original toning; and a Walking Liberty Half Dollar Proof-66, 
attractive and original. The silver coins all display the original ton¬ 
ing from the cellophane that held the coins in their box at their time 
of issue, this being considered a desirable trait. A carefully preserved 
set. Housed in consecutively numbered NGC holders, 1969981-011 
through 1969981-015. (Total: 5 coins) 

6013 A 1938 Proof Set. Uncertified, all examples are housed in plastic 
flips with a grade of at least Proof-63. The Cent is full red, the Nickel 
has lovely iridescent color and is a bit hazy, while the silver issues are 
all patinated in various layers of original golden-tan color. The Half 
Dollar is especially bright and is clearly a Choice example. (Total: 5 
coins) 

6014 A 1939 Proof Set. Uncertified, all examples are housed in plastic 
flips with a grade of at least Proof-63. The Cent is red, and the 
Nickel is of the Type of 1938, while the silver issues all display mod¬ 
erate, original, beige toning. (Total: 5 coins) 

6015 A 1940 Proof Set. Uncertified, all examples are housed in plastic 
flips with a grade of at least Proof-63. The Cent is mostly red, the 
Nickel is the more common Reverse of 1940 variety, while the silver 
issues are moderately to heavily patinated with the typical beige ton¬ 
ing that originated from the cellophane packaging from the Mint. 
(Total 5 coins) 

6016 A 1941 Proof Set. Uncertified, all examples are housed in plastic 
flips with a grade of at least Proof-63. The Cent is red but hazy, the 
Nickel grades Proof-64, while the silver issues are generally bright, 
with the Dime exhibiting the heaviest toning. (Total: 5 coins) 

Hawaiian Coins 


6017 1847 Cent. MS-63 RB (PCGS). Delicately frosted and soundly 
struck, a mottled patina of red and brown coloration has descended 
upon both sides of this example, but for a PCGS designated RB 
coin, this piece of the 1847 Hawaiian Cent issue surely has plenty of 
original-looking mint-red tone over both sides. Found in an older 
green insert-variant PCGS holder, neither obverse nor reverse exhib¬ 
it abrasions that do more than define the MS-63 numeric grade. 

PCGS# 10966. 



6018 1883 Half Dollar. MS-63 (NGC). One of just five official issues for the 
Kingdom of Hawaii, the 1883 Half Dollar bears the portrait of King 
Kalakaua I, and has an original business strike mintage figure of approxi¬ 
mately 700,000 pieces. Survivors of this population in any certifiable 

-- x grade are scarce to elusive, but very difficult to locate in Choice 
Uncirculated levels of preservation. This mostly silver-gray appearing 
example has a softly frosted and lustrous sheen that cartwheels light as the 
piece rotates under a lamp. While the piece appears at first glance to be 
untoned, there are mottled shades light-orange tinting on the reverse, 
through which we notice abrasions entirely commensurate with the grade. 

PCGS# 10991. 

6019 A Complete Set of Official Business Strike Hawaiian Coins. 
All are Uncertified, and come housed in a green Capital Plastics 
holder. This is a collection of the only coins officially recognized and 
issued by the Kingdom of Hawaii. A couple of the pieces have been 
impaired by cleaning, but they are still quality representatives of 
challenging issues. Included are: 1847 Cent VF Detail Corroded, 
displaying even-brown coloration over both sides, and moderate-to- 
heavy corrosion; 1883 10 Cents EF Detail PVC Damage, mostly sil¬ 
ver-gray tinted in sheen; 1883 25 Cents EF Detail Wiped, still 
attractive despite a bit of scuffiness from the wiping; 1883 50 Cents 
EF-45, a pale rose-gray tone has beset both sides, while necessity dic¬ 
tates our mention of a couple dark color spots on both sides at the 
rim; and an 1883 1 Dollar AU Detail Polished, mostly brilliant in 
appearance, as whatever luster originally present has disappeared 
through a combination of light wear and polishing. 

World Coins 

6020 Canada. 1948 Half Dollar. KM-45. MS-64 (PCGS). This coin 
displays original-looking creamy green coloration dotting the 
obverse, through which we denote very scant abrasions in the fields 
around the portrait. Well struck, with a mostly brilliant finish. 

PCGS# 32197. 

6021 Canada. 1919 Sovereign. MS-64 (PCGS). A gorgeous Sovereign, 
adorned with attractive, honey-gold color, a bold strike and few 
abrasions, none of which are distracting when the Choice status of 
this piece is concerned. The ample, frosty luster is readily apparent 
on both sides. 

PCGS# 32657. 

6022 Netherlands-Utrecht. 1761 Ducat. AU-58 (PCGS). A charm¬ 
ing, historic piece that displays attractive, yellow-gold color and few 
detractions for the grade. The wear is subtle, residing on the high 
points, while slight vestiges of luster remain. Some unevenness of 
strike is noted on the obverse, peripheral lettering, while there is a 
depression in the left-obverse field, adjacent to the first two digits of 
the date. A most impressive coin overall, 

PCGS# 143835. 
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Currency 

Small Size Federal Reserve Note 


Fantastic Fr. 223IB. Series of 1934 
$10,000 Federal Reserve Note 



6023 Fr. 2231-B. 1934 $10,000 Federal Reserve Note. Serial #B00002323A. Choice CU (Uncertified). An exceptional Choice example, we find 
no major distractions on either side of this piece, although one will note evidence of minor handling, and a closed internal tear left of the district seal. 
Overall, the eye appeal is very strong indeed, with good centering and bright ink. Large denomination notes are always popular with currency collec¬ 
tors, and this FRN will be no different. 


National Bank Note 



6024 Reno, NV. $5 1929 Ty. 2 Fr. 1800-2. First NB in Reno. Charter #7038. Superb Gem New-67 PPQ (PCGS). A simply fabulous National 
Bank Note, the paper is clean with nary an annoying distraction in sight, and both sides are well centered. The ink register is full and deep, with all 
design motifs crisp and vibrant. A premium-quality note worthy of serious consideration. 


End of Sale 
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